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A.. E~larg~ment of the'moneY eeon.,mt and tit-ban growt~. in Atrica
The ~el~tionship bet~e~rt:the rise and g'roWthof an url..an economy

and the d~~elopment of a' money ecohomy is axiomatic •. South' of 4.,he

Satiara~ th~~ rise 'of a money economy and of 'urban centres 1s relati"fqly

re'c~rit, i~ niost cases datin-g 'in this century, and h~s been directly

linked to' the es'tablishment';or'rh~n-Africangoverrunentadministrations ~

ent.erpri.se and settlement. Although in North Africa both the money

-
eco~omy.,~d urban centr-es have a Longer nas t.ory , the rise of modern

e~ti~s and ~f a modern.money economy as well as rapid urban. develop­

~nt has, except in U.t..R. Egypt, also been, as in Africa South of the

Sahara, directly linked to ~on-African penetration.

Two main f~a~ures .ha~e characterized the development qf the money

[,f,' economy in Africa. First J this economy has been associated with modern

'." L\~-ehtl;i4ues of preduction as well as w,ith t raditi(?,llal te chni9-ues.. In the

latter case, subsistence production h?s often been combined with cash-
. . .- l ~'.: . ,. . ' , . . ' . ~ - .'::

er()pping~ In al~ A.frican countries) the domestic economy may therefore

.'o,~ coris i.der-ed .to comprise two systems which may be reLat.ed in varying

• '..;\d;e.w~es: , a modern sector and a trad:itional sector. The modem sector

in many countries has been duminated by non-Af'r-Lcan enterprise.
''''::.~.i "r~; .-- ." . . .' . .

, -?econd, initially based on the production of cash .. cr-ops and,
. I '-"=-'" J ~ 1 . . ' . ' . ...

minerals for export, the money economy has become increasingly .
. :",;:.. ' '.". . . " .;:.

d~versified, as commercial production in agriculture, manufacturing,

bui.Ldf.ng and ~Otlstruction and services has expanded in resp0D:11. to

donestic demand. This d.emand , however, h as r,~m.ained largely dependent, on

y . t;O,rp+&TI,:trade, d~rectlyor indirectly. Furthermore, "{ith the not.ab.Le
, ~ '-' . ~ .. ' .
sxcept.Lcnof the Republic of South Africa, manufacturing activitx has not-

• ::. ". . .... "1 ., ' . . , .,:C

" _... : .,<ie,~reloP.E;q ..sttf,r.ici,~1!-tly to become .a major sector of Ejqonomic.actiyity.
/.< .. I ,- t -, - ',' '.' "

~1.Jt+1,1(l)~s tha,t, h;aving been initi~:I,y grafted from the o.ll,tside',the

'~'-''i,r~~~ e;,~>nor(ry Ln A~rica has .re~~ned a tributary of o~erseas ;economiee

.. tnroughou,t the <":e;urse of its more recent development.
~~.'J;..-~ (jJJi:f f:": \'1 I:..' f Cj .: -~ , , .. •'. .~),'" > ,

",. ",' ~<Th~,~uality. of the domestic economy and the dependence of the money-
i • ~ , '. " ~'., . c._ . '; . ~.

"L' .~,.~~onomy ~rr ~r~E:l-l:~1.5Unl1J.li-foreign~t,rade, and non-Af~ic~~ <1dnti~~8tra-

tion, enterprise and settlement--arereflected in the patteI.:t1of .urbAn
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dev:e~;~nt and t)r.e ~harp contr¥J~,.petwee~ ~9911, 4ifeap~1 t~r~l :u-re..

., ..,,--, . "_. -, ~.,.---._,..
~irst"in many countries, non-Africans represent a subst~ntial

propo-rtion, of ,total population. in the large <;ities ,although :the.ir
, '. r ' '-: ';.: ' ~ , ! J )1 . :.'

,'proportion in total population maybe smalL More iInpory.{Ultly, the

role of non-African epterprise or settlement or both in the urban

econo~ is considerably greater than the numerical importance of non­

Africans might suggest. Second, the main function of most African

cities has been to provide a link between the local money economy and

overseas: hence ,·the pr-eponder-ance of servic'es-administrative~

corrnnercial, transport---in the economy of these cities. Although
:;., . ,

'. .
manufacturing activi';;'y, such as has existed, h,as been heavily concen-

trated in one or a few large c:.ties, only in few cases has this

activity assUIT£d a signific~nt role in their econcmy~
'"1 ~' -'. ~. ' -.

The money economy of most African countries has gained considerable
.... • 0 .' L . .;- • . o. ',

impetus since Horld l!ar II~ owing to the increased demand for Africa's
. . ..

products and the postwar development effort sponsored by governments.

The war years andWle SU0S~qUC~t period have :a150 wit~essed an .
unpre'cedent.ed rise in ur-ban popu'Latd.on throughout Africa. The rate of

, .
demogr-aptri.o gro....~h since pre-war, in cities with', at pr-esent , 100,000

inhabitants and reore is shown in Table 1. Taking the aggregate popula-
, ; I .. - T ~

tion of ,such cities by eount.ry ~ this rate has been fa.irly even in the Re-
o ,

pu~ cf South Africa, wnile in countries of North Africa~ .except

Algeria; it ~ad ~~ciinF:d in the fifties' as compar-ed with the 'war

period and eariypoct~ar years. In Tr~pical.Ar~ica: the trend has
varied rJ:teri~ly from count:;'7 to c6~try. ",'

r· .! ".. -. . . .. . . ; I.' , ". r " .: ~:' _~.. ': ~ -, -;

The propertion of total population living in cities with 100,000
. , i. ".' . ~ , .: ... . .. +.., I' . ~ .: . r' . l. ) • , "~'

inhabit~nts ' and: mor-e (hereafter referred to as "large cities';) and
';'c' I' :, • • , i 'r • f • to, '. l, -. r _..' ~... • ; _~ ". ' ,

20,000 inhabitants and more is Sh011Jrl, for selected countries," in Table 2.
" ·0', c • ' ...... "j . 0 • • • ':"," , • 'i' i .: ,

The figures in theta,bie provide an indication of the quantitative
';" " ~ • -, • ~ r r 0 ;. i ' . '.' ..• ' ~ .,rIl ~ ,'... ;
importance of urban population in recent years. It -will be seen that

-, ,I 'I:', ,0. - ".. , .~. . ~. " .." ,~, .: , ~

the proportion relating to "Lar-ge cities ll is higher in t.he E'epablJ.;.i:: of
" ~·T·' ~ '. • ::.":'.... 0 t'. ,~'. ~ ,,":," ' .' :-. : " "," .'.: . r : .

South Africa than elsewhere in the continent; it is appreciably higher
'. "'-Q'.:f"~· !' I • • :.~) • : ~{••" ~': • -'. ,.-; ;~'.,' ',:' • "\,',. ' •• "",

in the countries of North Africa, except Algeria, than in countries of

:' ':;"T~picJ Afrlc~ / exc~~.( 'S~u+'h~rn Rhode~ia. ;.

..• .-7... ., .. t. 11..--'

________________..... ..J ...._vo....,...~-,·,.,.,...,,_. ~
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A description of the pa;ttern of economic development and urban

groWth in sei~'~ted' countries follows. Demographic data on these
, '\" . -.~ ::;. .

count r.,e s may be found in Tables i: and 2. Statistics 0rl, certa:i,.n

aspect~ of their econJmies pertinent to urbanization may be found in

the remainiitg T~bies in the appendix: Table 3,distribution of

economically activ~ population 'by major branches of economic activity;

Table 4, distribution of wage earners by major branches of ,economic

~6tivit:l";Table 5, industrial origin of gross domestic product; and

Table 6, 'foreign trade.

North Africa

lJ-..Ar R'3:s t ands apart, not only from the countries .South of the

Sah~~a, but also from other countries in North ~~ri,ea. First, a

, rna~tit ,eC!"mmy, and urban .cent.res have existed in lJ.Ji.~; for many
. /1 ~ •...: : "', ."' .__ , .' ..", '. - .

centuries, and, the foundation of a modern money economy had been laid

as early as themigdle of th,e~nineteenthcentury,. Second, in these

developments nE<ither foreign settlement nor I'o'rei.gn enterprise have.

played here as important a role as elsewhere in Africa. Finally, judg­

ing, W African standards, agriculture, ,which is ent~f~ely E~tian, is

fairly advanced technologically, and highly commercialized, and crop

yields are high.

The. pattern of, economic deyeLopmen t, as well as urban growth in
, .

..\]. ~~. have been critically deperrlent on climatic. and geographical

factors which have set severe limitations on the cultivable as well as

the habitable area. From 1882 to 1927, the cultivable area increased

by 16 per cent and from 1927 to 1955 by 13 per cent, while total

popul.ation in"reased by 110 per cent and 60 per cent, respectively.

The development of perennial irrigation, by making it possible to grow

three crops per year, resulted in material increases in crop yields.

Nevertheless, the expansion of agricultural output in the last three

decades has lagged behind the popp.lation increase.•

Migratior from rural areas to urban centres, which had already

accelerated since the middle of the 19th century, reached its peak

rate during the war years, when agricultural output declined while service, " ' .

and industrial activity expanded substantially, stimulated by wartime
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,','", · ••~rr ~'-i.,· -'~f:""'F'~~ :...::," co' "->, :i;'~"":-> ".tr" .:,--~:·}:c ,,~,_~~~ ',',:" [~"' ......

restrictt6rison -impo'rl:s and -by the demand- from allied force,s. These
.<: ,~ "~'i,- .~-~- -,. _.... ~IC·~·,' ".:. . ,-)~~ ... ~ > c J."':".' ~(c_

wartirr.e mlgratOry 'toNEt"were directedIDainlyto Cairo and :.lexandria:
I.~' ;. " ~ • ~ 1",'. .' _, '. .' r, -... '. " .. .. .' i _ :.;. • / ," r: . -:i ' ..~:.. . t·

from 1931' to 1941' the population of t.heae cities Increased , ~~ an

annual r~;e~ ~r~s?3~ti\r~iy;' ~f·' ~.~ 9 pe r ,cent ~d-;j~~'4-!~;~. cen't.;
" ---. " :v • :_,--"'~.>,~_---. __'.:, .' J_.C· .', ..... ~_. ":' -.. ,<~ ~.;.,~

The postwar' pe rLcd .ras been marked by three sigmficant develop-

ment's: "fitst, ···the populatf';n g~o~h' in" Cairo ~d ).ie~~l;'ia has slowed

down S'~bst.ihti~ilY'- r~;;~;ti~k to 'its -p~etiar'tren~; secon~~' agr1~ltura,;J.. .

output" whitt' hadre'c'6,,~;ed i ~s p~~Vlar1e;e1 b; 1947, ~esumed ;i.ts '
">" • r.·

growth; and third, so did manufacturing activity, after a slackening in

early postwar ye ars . ..,':.:...:..~_ ...... ';..:-..
r ' ;" • .'". '" ", • ,,<. I: '. .~'

Taking thEH.period '1939-1955 as a whole, 'thE; 'dominant featG-p~:-of
- ,

econormccgrovthd.n U.Alt has been: :'the" 'fact that, ; /f":':' 'the gro~h' .
" , "" . '. " "., " paGE;: .W1.Jh

of output- in.the ·.:commodity prod1ic1hg se'ctorsha:s b.;i.r~WI-:;':;f\-ra1:1)~JI kept

pop1ilation grrowth V:("1i]j:tJ~i} its: l'apid'ly g rowing populat.Lon, scarce land'

reeources and: :\.narlequate -lndustri:al~~d:eveioprneht,U.1;](. 4ias more in-'

common'.wi th i.he'·~cduntrie$<6f·the ta<r Ea,s't'than'tli-th tt\e'rest of

. AlgeIti..a, .Moro6ccl ,and "Turtisia offer a' comcdnati.on oi<tnoderrt ec6'noIItY
and traditional economy. Agricti11:ture- is 'practiced by Africans as well

as non-Africans. ~frican agriculture, which occupies the" vast majority

of economically active Africans, is piedc>mlnahtiy traditional,' the

larger part of "its output oein·ge.bsorbed'by: subsistence consumption..., .. "

Non-Afr-Loan agriculture, on the other himct',is modern. i'il1ile modern

or qua::;i-mcdernagriculture is also practiced by a number of Africans,

the area invo1ved represents' only a': small pr-opor-t.i.on ~f the total area

cultivated by Afritans. Mining is almost eritir~ly a non-African

enterprise, \<riththe ~ not.ahl.e exception of phosphat.e rilin:l.ng'in Morotco.
Manufectnring en~ompassesa.ctiv:i.tyin industrial pl.arrts as' well as .

• • , •• , _. • . '. --< ...."). ~~: _. #"-~

hand'i.onaf't s ;: The former is dominated by non-African ent.erpr-Lse ; the-

latter is a traditional,actiVity, 'and is' particularly important in

Horocccr. 'Construction 'activ:tty in large enterprises and organizdd

trade arealsd ;:dornina:ted -by non-Af'r-Lcans , African agriCliibj,'e 'ar:d
handicrafts; whicii~)a.1'e the' basis oft-he traditional ec~oillY in the:

three countries ,ha:verrbeen -s tagriant.; the trend in th~ modern sector of

the economy, on the other hand, has varied from counr,ry to country.

;

, .
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In Horocco the modern- sector--experienced a remarkable expansion

f'rom prewar to 1953, which was made possible by large contributions
'., .,'

from Fr-ance, in capital, skill and ent.repreneurshi.p, From 1938 to

1953 gross domestic product, estimated at constant prices, incre~sed

at an average rate of 7.6 per cent annually, due to developments out­

side African agriculture. The latter suffered heavily from the dr-ought

in early postwar years. The considerable expansion of the modern

sector, on the one hand, and the stagnation in African agriculture, on

the other hand, suggest the development of powerful pressures favoring

rural migration to the cities _during the war and early postwar years.

From 1936 to 1952, the population growth in the major citlesaveraged

5.3 per cent annually. The growth rate Has in effect higher in coastal

cities ~o which the migratory flows have been chiefly directed. In

Casabf.anca , the capital of the modem economic sector in Morocco, in

particular, the population increased by 10. per cent annua.Lly, Onthe

other hand, the population of theq1der traditional cities, notably Fez

and Marrakesh, located in the hinterland, remained stagnant.

The years 1952-53 mark the end of the remarkabf,e economic expansion

in Morocco. Since 1953, the economy has become stagnant, due in part

to weakness-es inherent in the pattern of development and in part -w
the departure of a large numbero-f non-Africans .and the reluctance of

non-hfrican capital and enterprise to engage in long-term conurl-tmente

From 1954 to 1958 domestic product per capita actually declined by l':lix:

per cent. DUring this period .. the rate of demograph.Lc growth -in casa­

blanc~ de.elined by 50 per cent, but even at the reduced rate of five­

percent annually, was still substantially higher than the rate of
- , -

population growth in the country as a whole. There was a slo-wdOWIl-in
-,]"" - - -

demographic growth in most of the other large cities.
". ., " ".

In Algeria, the development of a modern economy and, urban growth

are closely linked with non-African settlement in the nineteenth: oenturr.
• I ~. _. . .' " .

1-..1ready by 1886, the total number of non-Af.ricans had been approachdng

the_ half'. million mark; not even at its peak in the past decade has pon­

Africaa settlement in Morocco and Tunisi~ reached this mark. Altp.usn
about one--fourth 01' the IlvH~J..f'riC'~ rnFU].'.lti0n .in Algerj.J1 H-Y06 in rural
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areas; the shar-e of this pop'.'lation in total urban population is

,11igh. Up to. the ,mj.d-thi!'ties.; t.hfs'sh'arein· eff~ct exceeded 50 per-

cent artdvlas still )5 percent in 1954, ~s a coroll~y, the cominanee

.:>1' non-,'..f'r-Lcan .capital, 'enterprise and skill in all areas of the money

economy, includ:ng commercial .;u?;:ric1Jlture, has been far greater in

Algeria than in B~rOCeQ and T~~isia£

!:I.'he "gl".)wth or urban J:;"Jp\}~ation in .' 1ge::-ia in t.he four decades

preceding 1951~ has bean sl()w~'First; ncn-Ai'rf.can immigr;;l.tion has not

peen important during this pero.od , Second, notwithstanding the low

prooucti11ity in t.hEf Afri~an s e ct.or- of agricu~.~urn} ruraL migration to

the. cities has hot been as lares as rni&1t have b~eti expected. The

disruption bl'ought uporr fne 'moder-n economy by' rorid tiaj,~ II, on the one

hand, 'and large-scalE mi.gr-at.Lon c/: :.lgerian :vorl:ers to France on the

other, may have pJ.:37~dan iir:.:;:.ortant par-t in the rC3latively lower rate

ofruralm::..gratioll ';:.0 th<3 d+3-,,~s. horG~vcr,reT'littances by these

expat.ri.ate ~",o::"kers to thoir families' in rural areas also may have

reduced thr::: economi.c pressrc-es favoring such migration. Since 1954,

econoraic activity Lrr manufsctur-Ing, building, arid services has expanded

materially under the" irlpac'~ of a Lar'ge Incre...sein milita.ry expenda.turee

and the intensification 'of the ~evclopm0nt effort 5ponsored by the

gevcrnment . lJuring tbi.s period) the popul.at.Lon of the large cities

has also inc::eased conside:tab1y.

In Tum.sd.a , e eonomke Elctivity in th~ last three decades has been

'relatively stagnant ~nduroah gr6v~h, except f~r the war period, slow.

The dominance of' the :'lioder-a economy b·~·'~on-.jcfric,:ms is reflected in the

high pr~portion--~,bo~t 30 por cent in195G--c~ foreign popul~ti~nto

total popu.Latd.on of' Trnis " Ovri.ng to ph:rsi C!1 1 desthicition and other

'disrupt.ion causedtby the ~!'a!'~ economic activity in ,::arly postwar years

was be Lov ths pr,:Mar 12veL' --:ur c'mditi,)i~3 al.so brcus;ht ~bout a consi­

derable mJ.g!'ation t-b tile tit~.es of the north, c::1GfJj Tu.lis, whose .

, ,'; .:~pulation :;:n'creas~C:: from 1936 ·'t.o 19L:.6· at the rate of 6.6 per' cent

. ann'IJ.al:1y ~ The": ul'·ban~c pJpt~iat~i:0~'J continued toincreas-3' at a much slower

rate up-to 1956; and ·:i.t t13.y h~79 s i.ncs de~lin£:d due to a fall of fifty

pell<cent in non-Af!-ic,i71r01JUla~ion. Tr.:.s 'f;111 ;nlwal1='o have caused a
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E-.~,:,:')lic Qf~'i!; ath Attie?.

In the il~p~.·jJ~h ~L~otl,.~ll.1:.i!.:>ii.i. "·,'ie· b·"}ginnings c f a money economy

data f'rom the ear-Ly ~~Ey'.3 or' n'm":'1'.1:';'Lcal1 ~'t;;ttlemGnt OYGr t1JO cent.ur-Les

ago. Untd l. tr.'3 disc,)';u:;' lit r)ie.r·,':i::ds Ln 1806.1 the money economy was

predominant.ly b.:':.~;2 i. ,).. i...'..:,.;.'-,-~ .'._'':'CiT::l, lil0ded"t h"i scope and dependent, for

its growth on p'''rso:1aJ, ::;.:1-.<:r.b;~' 'I'ni.r dis c:JVG:r-y, and the ·heginning of

gold mining i':1 188t)Jb:'c-lg>t "-.·.JD'·~ p)'oh".'nJ. cha~1f,e-:; in t:18 rate and

pattern of e ccriormc de;:~]_0,'t8'1'~, ;;.::, "TeoJ.1 2.,:.' lH t'-lo r<:.t6 of urban grovrth ,

F'roruf.he 3ta:'t of !~ ..niI13 '·.~':;J:c=.·::'i(:'c1S up to' ~tc: prcsent., except

during trie depr-oes.i.on ['1.' 1929·":0/~~ (-:c):lG::lic e;~p<,x'.s~.on has continued almost

wi thcut irl'~erru"'l'on a" .', a ]"J'-"- i" ;."J/ .. (,. r'c~~"'C".,t .Lll c re r capi.t.a product~ .., L '" r-' v. .'. ,l~.. ..' 0 V~, :. to'::-'-.. ~ (, '-' ~"J ....

is at ~or~,·thal). ':'::'lree .J;~·tnl:es· ~~~;J 3. -\'~~~~~~:=r"._)_?-\Tcl in,,~rop,: cal AfI1.ca, and tmce

as high as in~'No'::th At:.'." ca.

c'The c l a r ge . t.2~;~mic;'~ anc ~:i,nan;_~j $.1 c r;; :'0l'r~S3 . r-equi r-ed ir. 'many areas- of

devel?pmen.~" n6ta:'.~.y r'-;,11ing: .:Juld'")e~.sec;H:".d ~':,ly by Large cor-por'c.td.ens ;

hence , th.(!·crucicLro~.e pla;rec' by c-:lrpora::'::-, eni.or-pr-Lse j.n t.ho ·R.epublicls

develoPrrtE7pt., Th<.. r.on-A.rdce.. .?opuli.ti,on, fed by irnmir::'.itir)T) :1ap""1rovi,decl

the me-nag~t.ia~~.. 0lJtreprAneuT,'i" ~ ,"n(~ other "killed manpower' .as well 2.S some

semi-skilled. :u1:L?Q',Jar. Z~or..-jo,f:dcar:. capit).~-". andjkill00 manpower h avo been.

comp'Iement.e d b~'. '~Kkil1,"d, :::, rema ·sKille:: Afri~Ga Labour , A largetpr.opor­

t.Lon of Af;'.:"f~q.ll ~"a6e c ~'.;'~"eL) ~." t.h e J;.epq.b~:'c conu ist.s of t.er.rpcr-ary migrants

from n.:.igh"h.o~ r -:1r; (y·")unc.yj.~s: :c,r C:;::'":J.pl~;.:"tfo-thiro.s "f Af:~::'cans employed

in the 'S~l.d. mi.nes ano coa.l :;1:.1'; l,j -'.956 G[.CI'.€ f'rom GUC:1 countries •.. Notwith­

standing such ~.:1:1o\v, .the lC'l!o·:·.~ s';':J~"'ly :r,: prGY.30. .·_n::uffidcnt i:1 the face

Ti1c; .Llb;),~r sl,ortage is one of the
• - "', I

importal?-t factors :"1esponsible fer -:~he slr[v.'Ci'c.wn of e ccncn.lc expcnsl.on sinCE!.

the rnid~fif'.::is,

'rJhereas up to '::'l: e end of Vlor:!.d \,Iar J, mi.n.ng was t.he predominant dynamic

se.ct.orvof e concmio dc veIopmer.t , the period :since t.hen has been char-act.er-Lzed

by a notable s~1ift· i~"'. emphas i r -I-,r,.fards -':h." '11.,gn'.lfe.cturing Lndus t.ry, The share

of manuractur-r-ig and (;)113t::-'J.:::tion :i.ll neL domestic

!I Erom 1938 to 19")9, ne t .d.Q:'".8st:',(; product s a.~~ currer.t prices increased by
445 per cent , FhilG l'otail. ar/l'f;ho13sals pr:'ces rose by 122 per cent 'and
180 per cent - J.~GSv:.·,;ti'~slv ~

I"

' .."~':- ,,'"'. .... ,",
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product has been in recent years equal to the share of agriculture

and mining combined 25 per cent. Industrial d.evelopment has been

associated with rapid demographic growth in urban centres. As early

as 1911, the proportion of urban population to total population had

reached 24.7 per cent; this proportion has since doubled. Demographic

growth in the large cities f rorn prewar to 1960, has been fairly steady.

Another feature of modern economic development in the Republic has

been its concentration in three areas--the viitwatersrand, Transvaal

and the Cape peninsula--together representing only~ive per cent of the

total area of the country. Among the undeveloped areas are the Native

Reserves, where 2, large proportion of Africans reside permanently or

where they return after periods of absence. The economy of these

Reserves, which is traditional, bac,ed mainly on subsistence agriculture,

presents 11 shar~ contrast to the highly developed modern sector, which

is dominated by non -f,fricar;s.

Tropical Afric~

In spite of the low levels of income and the small proportion of

urban to total population in Tropical hfrica, tha money econornw as well

as urban population in many pai-t,s of the region have expanded rapidly

in the last three decades"

The region's fe.reign t.r-ade , whi.ch has played and still plays a

dominant role in the money e conomy , has expanded considerably faster

than that of any other region of the ",vrld. Tile increase from 1938

to 1958 has been 620 per cent in "urrent value; tl1e corresponding figure

was 330 pCI' cent for the r()st of' Af:>:>ica, 350 per cent for the under­

developed countries of the wor-Lc, ..nd 340 pe r' ""nt for the world.

Three fact.cr-s 10..1~ i cil ar-e +.0 a om- e xt.eu t. i nt.er-related have proYided

impetus to the expansion of fOi'ei:;n trade as weI.L as to the money economy

in postwar years. First, development planshaye been initiated ,in a

number of ccunt.i-ie s soon a?~er the viaI' wi.th .", ,-iew to expanding economi.c

overhead facilities, such as port facilities, t.ranspcrt and electric,

power. Second, there has be3n a material improvement in the region's

terms of trade, as compar-ed ,lith pr-evrar . This improvement has been

particularly rn;trken from 1948 co 1953, and desrite a deterioration since

•

"
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1955, it has provided a suffici~nt stimulus for production to expand in

subso~uont years. Third, substantial amounts of foroign capital havo flowed

into th0 rogion. In the caso of countrios proviously under French adDinistra­

:tion, such capital has be en m. .LnLy from public sourcos and. hae financed the

;groator part ~f domestic not invostmont. In tho caso cf countrios proviously

undor U.K. administr~tion, for~ign capital has boon mainly of private,

origin, and its contribution to total capital has been loss important;

the pattern has varied materially, however, from country to country. The

available data sugLost tllat in many countries of the region, economic growth

has slackened in recent years.

B. ~conomic problems and policies relating to urbanization

The first ~uestion which arises is whether in a given country

urbanizatin does actually present or is likely to present, in the foresee­

able future, urgent problems re~uiring immediate attention and if so, what

they are. If such problems do exist or may be anticipated, then the question

arises as to what measures should be taken to deal with them appropriately.

lihile these ~uestions are obvious, an attempt to provide them with ade~uate

answers will face uncertainities concerning the future trend in urbanization

and the effect which specific policy measures may have on these trends.

Rather than attempt to propose such answers for individual countries thie

paper seaks to clarify some of the issues involved and to indicate specific

questions which re~uire further investigatio~

The nature of the problems arising from urbanization. Sometimes, the

question is raised as to whether a country is overurbanized in relation

to the stage of its economic development and the answer is sought in

historical com¥arisons with similar conditions in ~urope. The validity

of such comparisons is dubious, since such comparisons are of little value

in dealing with the specific problems which arise. Conditions prevailing

in a given country will provide a far better indication of the existence,

nature and extent of the problems arising from urQanization: for example,

the pattern of urban growth; the employment situation in the cities; the

ade~uacy or inade~uacy of existing social and economic overheads in

relation to needs; and the o::Lcc:. o? ruro.l Dicro,tion on agrioul tural output

and on economic and social conditions in rural areas in general.

:;hether the propor t.t on of urban population to total population

is small, as in nearly all cour.tries of Tropical Africa, or higher, as
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in 'NQrth African countries, the pattern of urban growth has. been .l .

generally.characterized by·the rapid growth .of one orca' few urbane

centres, in the. face of the 1l10w growth or, in some eases;' st.agna­

tion of other cities, particularly those which failed to share in

the development of the money economy, Unless wayS and means, are . 1
sma.Lier- rura

found to 'develop 'some of these' secondary-urban centres ..nd also 11' number of,

towno~·~· so as to provide poles of attraction to c1:lrbexoejll:!:i.v~:·~Y'ation t

, . the rapidly growing large cities, these will continue to expand.

beyond' the point at which severe internal diseconomies arise'~, 1 t
underemp oymen --

· Quantitative data indicating the extent of urban unempLoymerrb- and /

whatever exact meaning is attached to t!~se concepti'-'in African countries

are lacking.' Statistics on the· humber, of persons officially registered

as ,seeking jobs or as unempkoyed-ar e available for a number of countries;

such statistics are, however, very inadequace, From the description of

growth trends ,.economic as well as demographic, 1rJhich has been presented

earlier, certain conclusions rel~ting to unemployment may be derived.

!ll indications point to the existence of severe ur.emplcyment in the large

'cities' of North Africa, 'notably Casablanca; Tunis, Cadr'o and Alexandria•

. '. In the' case of .Casablanca, a sample survey undertaken in 1958 corrOborates

this conclusion; it has been found that about 20 per cent of the economi­

cally active population of this city w~ unemployed at· the ~ime. Accor-

· ding. to officials0urces',·300 ,COO persons wer!' unemp'Loyed in Tunisia in

195.6, most of them in Timis, . Although it is not cl.ear- how this estimate

has been deJiived, there can be 'O()' doubt, tl1at unemployment in Tunis has

.J~Bien far",more severe than in. Casablanca•.. A.' slackening in eco,,",lIiic

activity appeal'S' to have also occurred since the mid-fifties in many'

eountries·of Tropical Africa,! and it is probable that unemployment in

·many'large\ cities' has .Lncreaeed, Dakar and Brazzaville, in pal'ticular,

which had !be.en , capitals·. of .'l£t'!ge,federations, may have suffered from

the loss of this,·status,· However , these are only' conjectures, and,·,'

there is need for' deVising ~Iays and me ans: 1rJhereby ·the em~t'.!.-:~o

· situation inla:l'ge -cities .may' be assessed.

The ,dis·tribution of the' available: sncia:l overhead in urban

agglomerations and their adequacy in r-eIatd.on to population vary' .
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most of, Africa South of the Sahara, cities consisted originally: of 1,

an adininist'rative centre, cornthe roi'al 'districts, and residential

districts intended for the, h&bitation of ncn-Arr-tcans , Living

faciliti~s for Afr1.'cans were provided eithe:r' on a t.emporary 'baef.s ~ r >

within the c:ity ~imits or in nearby' Villages. Legal separation of

residence was the rule in certain territories of' Central and

Southern Africa, although this rule was not st'rictly applied in'aII

cases~ Evert where there was no legal separation, as in the cities'or

,West Ar~ca' under British administration or in cities under French or

Portugeee administration, there was in many cases practical separation

due to economic factors.'

. ' The rapid rise of' urban populations in the last three decades

brought about rmterial changes in urban patterns. Housing, water, and

electricity supply, garbage disposal and sewage and other facilities

'beca1I1e inadequate even' in the modern residential districts,since in
mny: cases the European popu.Lat Lon greatly Lncreased while in- sotne'
cit.ies a number of well-to-do Africans moved to th.ese districts. In

"most,ease's, however, a large proportion or even the majority of Africans

, still live in crowded s~ttlements which have rdeveLoped within th~ city .r,
"more often, on its periphery. Such settlements have groY41: up without

"l,any plan, except possibly laYQjlt of' streets and provision of water •

., :- Although in most cities J ;a, consider-able effort has been: made in' r~cent

years to -improve 'housing and sanitary- facilities, notabLy'thewater'

suppl~and'the sewage 'system, such facilities have proved inadeC],uate in

the face .of the, rapid: demographic growth, and in general have' 'riot been

extended as;yet'to- the majority of African settlements.

,In most. Nor-th ;African urban agglomerations the modern ousiness'and

"'resi.derttial 'districts have deve:toped outside the old ci,ty ,(Medina) While

in'-sOme 'cases, nota.bly CaaahLanoa, shanty-to'WnS have grown up on the

periphery of the ';city:~ The majbrity'of Africaits "live in the Medfua~:and

ahanty~tjlm8~ 'In these'Cities, as in tha citi~'5 S'outh '(7r~thEi' S~ara./in

spite of the great efforts to improve overhead'fa2ilities, the·~e 're~ain

inadequate' and have not, kept pace withth<. needs of :th~ 'corttintililly
Lncr-easdng population" ' ".

..
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'Jhet~1er or not in J...frical1 count.r-i.e s rural migration towards, ,

'i,dti~a 'has cctualiy~a:rfected agric~ltu.r~'outputunfavorably cannot,

b'3 ,~a;id on 1t h'e b a si s of the'intctniad~6iCthatis available ~t th~'
, '\C i .;' ';" ,,' "L ',; ",

pr~se11t:tfme~>L):rt is probable that the outnow of rural A.fricans may

-", havEfltesultied';"!in' certain case's, in ~ de~ii'ne:ih ouiimtin t~adit'io~al
., . ;.. ':".~.~' ... .~ -,

agr:ieu:1"tu:re',-' ;:,!BoYh thfC omer'gence of a need f'r-r imports and a fall in
'_ . . - _ ... . .' . ~ ~. ". _ _ .:': ":'. ~ - ~ .

<~'XpoTt:s';-',cati'serby'a::d'ecline in agricultural output, woul.d reduce t,he

"C1urio'\.1nt oftoifeig:1exCharige avaf.Lab'l.o for" devcl.opment and, consequently,

[,~'d.he 'paoobl' develdpment itself, e.i tlle:~~' clir.:;ctly,,' through t.he set~ing of

.i-f'lower: deveLopment; targets, o~.': if,' th'qS8 t~~gets ur-c not consistent with

c':the amount" of foreign e:(chimg~ 'a\~211~bl~ for J:inar.Clng needed impor~s,

• '-:iIn:directly, asa 'result of ir:fiationary pr0SSU1~'3Z ~:hich If;ould _arise.

, . FoldLey measures aei1i-nf"Ljd,ti:\' ~'C,).1n;E-C u'r-::, 'ole".:; 3.,:,5-SL1~ rroJ"l urbanization

, These "fneaSc'.re9 nic'tJ 08 "c1c.~:.:d.iied ~.n ~c!n~e'e'>:':~EJgJries ,'depending on

the "eff'ect ·,-whicn":rs ·expcciGd.'~df 't!12m: '(P.)· maasuros vhi.ch are aimed at

reducing rural'¥nigi!ation"and., .cons oq'lcntl:r, urban growth in generaJ,j,.
, speClflca1ly. ' . ,

(b}'meaS'UT€5 whIch 'a-re 'aimed/ac. al.oiri.ng down demogr-aphd,c growth , ~ ,~!le

large ci ties ~'(100,,'000 Lnha b.itants and m:;re); and (c) measures dealing

. with the prcbLe-ns ar-rsing in th';:'S8 dOGies because of the high rate ~f

poWlation g :!'o,\>jeh • Insof~i as rural develc~ment m~y be conducive towards
~ "-',

with .urban -emp.loymerrt ,

: rOducing' rural migration, it ~a2.1s in c.J.tegor:.~ one 2.5, well as ce;ttegory
" '

two ~ Apart from :ril~a1 developm2nt, DJIlOf1.g nccsurcc in cdsgory two is the

"d.e'l[e1.~)'pft.Bnt" of urban CE:1t"('8 s other t.han t.he largo citlc s , whi.ch, by

,providii1g poles of attl'adion forthc: ;ur.:..]_' ~\JPul~"ticn~ .mi.ghb divert,

rura.l mip;:..~ants from the cities or even drawa'••ay l~esidcnts of such
, ' "

,Cities ~'Pl"oIDinent among 'liea5u~~cs i'1 C2.:Cf.ii;O!'y three ar-e those dealirlg,',

.: ......: )\'c' "! t~'"7",:' .

The far gr(:;ater propurtion of o.~ricul·:'tc.~:'- ,,)r,:1cti.cr;d by ,Mr~c,~s,,:

has so far been left outside the ~.Jil' "re :u., of d-rveLcF1!1en t :'Whe'ther
.. . , ~' , •. "1•• ~ I· " ; _ ~': .' ''( ,..:.'\' •. . • 0 ~,

Ii,.)re commercialized, as i:1 Ghana, or Pl'c::'(,J:1i.nantl~'- ,~.l~Ei;;t'3tlCe",as ,~.;
., ' . , ,;": ',,' 'j' ~:) i ' " " ,

most other count.r-ie s of the continent. Af"'i~:-:u <:l~~'ic~u::':}.l'e has rellJ31 :le-i

t.echno'logi.calIv st3.GI13.n:t.'r:lliile 'the ~"'-:~lr.:)io/L~~l i_,,~;el~fth~s' 9~;i~"
, '.', " ," . '" ' "

culture varie~fl"o1'l1"a"l:'eo. t.o 31~e'~-· ..it is q;~:':"O:-,-,-:l:r more dC7r:' .'1'<.,j in
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North Africa than in most parts of Tropical Africa-it is essentially

primitive. In North Africa, cultivation:" involves the use of animal

power and simple farm implements, such as hoes and wooden ploughs, I
While crop rotation and proper utilization of water resources are gener­

ally ignored, and fertilizers, selected seeds and seedlings scarcely used.

South of the Sahara, where extensive belts infested by the tsetse fly

preclude the use of animals in agriculture, production is based chiefly

on r anual, labour, which is carried out frequently with no other implement

than the' hoe. Outside the tsetse-infested areas, cropping may be carried

on by means of animal power and ploughs. Production involves sometimes

'mere gathering of wild fruits--for example, wild coffee and palm fruit.

TIirough()ut the region are practiced different forms "f shifting. culti:va-

. tioh.· In most instances, after.- several years of cultivation, the land

is all~~ed to re~ert to bush whil~ another plot is cleared. .The length

of the cycle. varies, depending to some extent on the pressur~ ofpopula­

ti~m"~ SU:ch shifting cultivation results in destruction of f.orestry. .. ... "

. res6urce~," waste of land, and, where the fallow period has been reduced

consd.der-ab'Iy, in soil exhaustion; as a corollary, it contributes to soil
" "

erosion. As with cropping, so with Li.vesbock farming: the feeding,
..,_ .,r.

management, and breeding techniques are defective in North Africa as well

as 8mlth of the Sahara.. As a r'ef'Lectd.on of these Inw technological levels

of cultivation and stock raising, crop yields in.African agriculture are

amo~g the lowest in the world and animal production is ve~ low in rela-
,-~..

tion to the size of livestock.

Much can be accomplished in rural development with little capital-­

for example, through improvement of agricultural techniques, small rural

water works, research to eradicate animal and plant diseases, organized

effort, and, where appropriate, some institutional changes. On the other

hand; Co~siderable investment may be required for developing the. requisite

inf~a~~t'~cture facilities--for 'example, tra~~port facilities to link the

rUr~ areas to markets--which are practicall~ non-:-existent. or severely

deficient in ar-eas of African agriculture in mcst countries •...

.Thede~lopm~~t of African agriculture and of rural life is at Clnce

a compelling need, and, provided a market exists for increased output,

a promising economic prospect. The majority of Africans live in rur'a.L

r

•

;0......,..'
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areas, and will continue to live there in the foreseeable future.

The raising of their economic a~d social standards of living is an

urgent pr~blem.Increasedrural incomes wlilresult in increased

demand for~the products of the urban economy and, consequently, in

increased opportunities for urban employment. The need for vigorous

rural development has been generally ~ecognized by governments in

Africa. Some of these governments have already initiated or are con~

templating bold programmes: for example, in Senegal the new development

plan envisages the creation of prina te villages, each with its satellite

villages, and endowed with certain of the facilities to be found in

towns.',

It is difficult to foresee what the effect of rural development

might be on rural migration in coming years. It may be argued that

such development would provide the rural African with an altern~tive
as well as the facilities to s~tisfy some of his needs locally.

to employment outside 'agriculture,/ This view derives a. good measure

of plausibility from the fact that large numbers of wage earners in

Africa and probably the majority of wage-earners in certain parts of

Africa S'outh,ofthe Sahara are migrant workers from rural areas where

they eventually return. Although the system of migrant labour has made

it possible for rural Africans to acquire money income while maintaining

their ties with their rural envirc~ent, it has also cvntributed to the'

development of money incentives amoEg subsistence communities. So long'

as such incentives arc findL,g limited response, the system of migrant

labour and cash-cropping are likely to reciuce the pressures for' permanent

migration. However, many of the generalizations regarding the responses

to money incentives, tastes and needs of rural Africans', which may'have

been quasf.-uru.ver-saj.Ly valid in the earlier days of the money economy,

have tobeverv much qualified today. A more widespread development of
and acqulred ~aste5

money incentive;)among rural Africans induced, in part, 'by the''V'ery

growth of rural incomes, may intensify the urge' for- permanent migration.

Apart from economic factors, othe r factors 'may stimulate such' urge': for

example, the spread of rural educttio~.
In er alla

Since rural development involves/the raising of agricultural pro-

ductivity and consequently an increase in agricultural o~tput, the ques­

tion arises as to how this out.put will be 'disposed of. If the development,



is Lntended mere'Iy to raise the level of food consumption among rural

communities; this 1.dD_ not provi de the rural African with increased

cash inco~.es. If, on the other ha11d,· t.ho incrca8cd output is intended.

for sale,"itremainsto be ~e~nwh~th~:r itvdll TIJeet .;dth an increased

demand, eit.hjr domGstic or forei.g::'l., Unless such demand if' forthc0ming­

for example; 'iIi "vhecaM;'o.fd.:>:nesc.ic d emand t.hr-ougn industrialization­

an Lncr-ease ,in 2.gricu]~tui:al prcC.uc':::,Lity on any significant scale will

result" in' UnfflnploYmen:t ot the ·.~~i'·ll". :'atour released by theincreasf." in

rural productivity~

It tollbws that "mile thC'case laY' rurai development is sound r"r
reasons whiCh are not necessarily relaLed to urbanization, it is uncer­

tain ~ether 'suc1J deveIopment; wcuLd be an effective countermeasure to
. "

slow down ruioa:i tiigratiori.
Hhatever t.h/~ effe'cts of ru:;,'al dcve.Iopment, on' rural migr.ation,

_, __ .:. ~. ,:' ~~r~", ...., >f-"~':~ " ' " ':..' , -." .." '~';' '_-':~,_,_~J .::' ;
there canbe no' doubt that> rural rrD_gration ·,·;ill continue ip coming years

on a si·gnificant· s cal~. . The deitalcp;~eht 'of exietj ~b "~r.b·an c~~~resJ' .
, . ,_. I,' • ~ .....,. ......

other th~:therapidlyg:rbwfDt':i~rge citiG~, or of new ~~ban cerit.ree ,•
.• ~ ',r .' . . . ." :, '.; ~ ':' , -. _'c

would, as ha8been·ment1.oned e ar'Li.e r , pr0\riue poles of attraction to.

divert'ru:tal migrants from thcselarg~ citi~~ ~d"mayev~n, d~~w awa/
• . '. ."\ <; . ., • .,' ,. .. . . ';- ';", >:-~ ".'

residents ~f .such Citfe:s<" Regi."oi'1al planning provides the wast promising

approaen'''to' thiS ptobi'e:nJY This i;:~;an'~'that' inth~n~t,io~al plan" high,:
priortty willhav'~::'b';be gb'e1 0e-(; p;Oje;t,~'w~'ich \.,.111 :~ontribute ·to. ,the, ':'

econondd 'a.~d' so::i~ld';':;'~ll)~rr;-1f 'of sillali:?r ~ddts;e~'~ed' ~;'b~~' :centr:~s~
directly or indh~e'dtIy, '12b..ouzh {he 'o.eTH3lc~Ule;1t. ofth'e regions to ..;h'ich

") "l • '. ,r ,", • ,"

the 'f'art; cular ui"bau' ~c6±iom~\. 2',S vJ.~ m~j' bc-"li~kC~L

The »rbdu6tiv~ .employment l)i··1.l~~ba.n' ~~~Jlati~ri '6f working age at

present unempJbjiccl 01 uncer-t;lLJpJ Qy~d al.r-eady ;05e~ a f:6i~dabl~; probkem

which Will grew in importance in Lie' coming year-s , crlrring' to nar.ur-a.l;

demQg"raphi'c' growth and continued migration from rural areas. Although

the g~et'altrendofenployms~t opportunities id: urban centres will

depend primarily on th8 pace of OYf~:.~-n.ll cconomi c deve'Lopment , in pro­

dueing a'gilt~r1 cd1llrtlbdity, tNo typos Jf choice may present themselves,

. ~)

..

, -

The' expreeef.cn "Regional plann:i.ng" means integrated. economic, social
and physical plrmning on a regi onaL settle. The need for integrated
planni.n.g bas be-sn sti-esscr..:' 6y -ch 8 l,:l~<:c! Nations Seminar on Regional
Planning (UN .document ST/TAA/SER, C/35) t.J whi ch reference might be ,.mad{
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the outcccrrteo"i:~which will affect the level cf urban employment: the

choice of ibSation and the choice of technology.

Certain types· of aetivity, notably many branches of mar.-,.:factu:r:i.ng,

are'not physically bound to a given location in the sense in which

agriculture or mining are; So that loeational alternatives may appear

to exist in such cases. Proceeding from this premise, it may be argued

that dispersion of manufacturing activity which has so far been heavily

concentrated in a few large cities is likely to produce two desirable

results: on the one hand, it might reduce the attraction of su~h cities

for would-be migrants and, consequently, relieve the pressureupo~ the

facilities of economic and sucial overhead in the cities; on the other

hand, it would facilitate the develvpment of hitherto under-developed

areas--rural or urban--of the country.

Uhile these arguments are cogent, there are other factors which, as

is well known, favour concentration of manufacturing activity in the large

'cities. The urgent need fer providing increased employment opportunities

in urban centres has been noted; manufacturing normally constitutes the

main activity that could provide scope for productive employmen~,

although it is not generally Laboun-drrt.en.ri.ve and is not likely to pro­

vide in the Short-run; a solution for unemployment, Noreover, although. . .'

manufacturing activity" as a rule, is not physically bOlilld to a given

location, a number of conside:~ations may. restrict severely the range of

loeational alternatives; such .as ayai:_ability of labour, skilled. as ",'ell

. as unskilled; of basic facilities, su ch as p:wer: transportation., and

industrial water; ready access to prucurement of machinery andpquipment

and spare parts, intermediatp. goods, repair and m~ntenan~e, and the

proximity of markets for the manuf'act.ur ed products. 'I''re concentration
, ·c

of industrial establishments results in exterr-al economies which .enhance
. ..

the profitabiiity' of the individual enterprise as well.as th~t ~f the

complex. For this .reasm, SJ long as an existing industrial complex has

not r'ea~h~d a 'criti~ai size beyond v.h5.ch internal diseconomies wi}l arise,

it ~11 be more profitable to engage in fur~her concentration than to

spr-ead the new establishments thinly over areas where no s~gnificant

industrial development ha e t.aken p.Lace and ;;, fRciJi.ties are available.
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The development of a new 5.ndustrial site may be economically profit-

able, however, when a comb.lnat.Lon of factors favour the creation of a siz- "

able industrial complex. For example, the Kio~~li project in the Congo

(Brazzaville) envisages the cr~ation of one such complex in and around

Pointe-Haire.

All the se fact:1rs---1'lhid. are often of a conflicting nature-in the

problem of location of Lndust.r-ie s in r'e Lati.on t.o the pattern of urbaniza­

tion, deserve serious considerativn. The views expressed in the Ghana

Second"Development P~an regarding industrial location, probably reflect

those of many African Gcve.rnment.s i IIAlthough it is the Government l s

policy to give priority to the industrial concentration in five towns .•• ,

so that industry may be able to e:ljoy the economies ~\rhich emerge when a

large number- of factories are si ted together (cheaper electricity;

communication, water, finance: marketing and engineering services);

never-theLesa, it is not Lntendedthat new factories shocl.d be established

exclusively in the (five) ~ain t~wnsllll Once ~xtreme positi.ons ad,r~.,;a"ting
concentration on the one hand, and dispersion, on the other, have been

rejected, it may be investig-9.t.ed as to what types of industrial activity

would favour concentration and what ·types woul.d lend themselves to a

reasonable ~~asure of dispersion; the latter may, apart from factory

production in specific areas of activity, take the form of village work­

shops or rural cottage industries.

In producing a: given CO rrmodtity- - goed, or service--there maybe a

number 6f technological alternatives from which to choose. For example,

in many areas "f engineering acti"ity---building; construction, earth­

moving':''''::it is possible to substitute in considerable 'measur-e labour for

machinery• Such substitution is also feasible Ln certain branches 'of

manufacturing. The us e of processes which are capLt.aLc-savi.ng and labour­

intensive will, ceteris paribus, cortttibute to employment. Such use may.. y
also involve saving in skilled manpower which is scarce in ii.frica•.

The creatlan'of' :i.ricreased employment opporturri.to.ee will, however ,

solve onl.y partly the probIem of urban unemp'Loyrnen t , 1'1 basic feature

11 Ghana Second Development Plan~ 1957~64 (Accra)
y. Fofca"more" detailed discussion of the relationship b~tween technologica1

alternative:o and emjil.oyment j : see, f'c r inst.3Jlce: ILO. EmploYIT!ent Dbjec-·
tives in T~conomic Develorment, Geneva? 1961.

•
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comhon'tothe vast majority of the African. labour force,~ th~ lack 9f

spet:1:alization, owing to the low level of technical sId-Up and th~,

high degree of occupational instability. The rapid growth of urban

centres in recent decades, implies that a large proportion, and in many

cases, the majority of Africans living in such centres have had tic

occupational background outside agriculture. Furthermore, a Iacge

proportion of the labour force in many urban areas are temporary

migrants who eventually return to their villages. It. follows that while.

training for specialized occupations is at once an urgent need and a

formidable task, the geographical mobility of many African wage-earners.

'is a complioating factor.

Summary and conclusion

The provision of employment for large numbers of per-sons.. at present

unemployed or under-employed' alreadyposes.an immediiJ.te problem in'many

large Cities. This problem will grow in importance in coming yea,rs owing

'to rapid demogr-aphd e growth which '>Iill be fed by continued rural migra.c

'f-ion on a sign2ficant scale. Equally urgent .as the need d,n most I<H·ies

for 'i.ffiiiro~ing economic' and soCial overhead .f'acf.Li.td.es, The creation of

riew enip.loyment, opportunities and the Impr-ovement.vof overhead facili;tier in

the Cities' -will provide an answer to the immediate problem. In,~helonger

run , the availability of cash-earning opportunities which enhances the

attraction of the large city to rural :Africans will:ccmtiI)),le
i

, to stin!ulate

rural migration 'and exe~t further pressure to provide new.employment.

oppor-t.uni.td.es vand ,nirth'er investment in social and economic overnead,

thus creating a chrom.ctprob.lem,

Thus, "parallel wi:th such rne asur-ee as are needed to cope with,the.

immed:iate problems, a long-term solution must besought with a view to

providing an adequate economic basis for the secular growth of the cities

and at the same time slowing-down' urban growth in general, and in parti­

cular that of the large cities. The achieving afthe first objective

involves, inter alia, industrialization. To achieve tl:1.e second Qbjeetive,

it is necessary to develop (a) rural centres; and (b) urban centres"

other than the rapidly- growing l~TgG C'iHes, which wou.Ld pr-ovi.de poles of

; \.
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attl'qct:i,on to +di"e.t."r~al migrants from.these cities.1I Both objeqtivE;~
should be ipursued ·v.i,thin, the. framework of the national'plan, \dth·particl

lar emphasis where ~equired,on r?gicnalplanning o .

I-Jn order th'lt poEcy measurosmay be .appl.Led with a reasonably clear

realization of the proJ;llems wh~ch .ar-e being faced or areapticipated, and

of the ~ffects which ,they are. likely to produce, much infp~tion·that is

now lacking is requj"red. This does not mean that no· measures should be

taken until suchdnformatd.on has.ibsen made available; rather, .that parallel

with such meaeur-es ar-e urgently necded,ways .and means should be found to

secur-s the requisite information., One area of investigation is the unemp­

loyrr~nt situation in cities. Another is the eff~ct of. rural development on

rural migr...,tion. If rural development is undertaken .on a modest scale,.'

wi]), it:provide the rural African.with an aH.ernati,ve t.o cash,e~rning in

the cities? ·Ii uncjcertaken on a significant scale, the.questions arise as

to whether. (a) it \fill pot le,adto an.accelerated spread ,of money·incen-
, "". ' . - !. - . • ' -. " •

tiyes.wllich.would.pro'lide. ,a stimulus formigratiUI1; (b)c\.t;W\ll. not ,r.esult

inillcr<lase<:\rural ,unemp'loymentthr()u~the e~imination.,0f ~fi:ina], ,workers

and, (c) . ther-e will ~e,a.sufficient demand for the increased agriculturp],

output. ,A third area of investc\.gation.is the type ,Qf manufactur~ng ,which

..is s,~itable foJ;' Lange iur-ban centres with. abundant labour .supply>,,~ ready

mar-ket, for, .manuf'act.nr-ed produe ts , the existence, of some, economi,c overheads

and qf,a nucl.eus qfindu"!tri'lLa.ctivity; and the type of manur act.urdng

whi cbwouid -Lend itself,pr"f"rab:";rcQ. '+ qispersedI1,,:ttern, not.ab.Iy rural,

cott~ge,};l1dustrie~qndworkshcps , h. :t;ourtl1area qfinves\igation is .the,

choice of t.echno'Logy suitable t.o Labour- s:'jJpl.'!' cond.i,t:l.c~;; ;in.,urb,m: cent.r-es ,

SUch,choi,\;y rna.'!' arise I)0t, only in rnanuf.actur-i.ng > but also. in other fields

of activity, notab],y, building _and large-s cal.e enginee~ng.wQX:ks refa1'ed to

overhead Lnvesbment, , .,h. fifth acea .Ls the .rn;tgnitude of iIl'l(estlll"nt,s ·c\.n . ,c..

econcmi.c and sociaL overhead. Lnvolved In the establishment of. mindmum faeiI,

ities"to sust.atn..the ,rise,in urban populations •. , Finally. ",ay~, andmeans ,, _. ; ~'., ' . - ' ..'.' ,

will have. to .,be expLor-ed for deve.l.cptng f1;Ira:j. centres to .S19.'" clown ,PiI'al
., .. . '.. '.,' - '. . }.... ' ,'- ~..::.:_. -~.:'-'.:'-.:;"'::.'. . - .

migration tq. citi,l!!' >(~!1d,\mallerl1rj)ancentres, ;notablycagr:p-,cities,. to

divert ruraJ;.1l'.igr~t;l' .rrom .the ,l'frg!';) 1lP,qIfYPertr,?phiedu,t;ban agg],ornerations.

11 The industrial estate would be a useful instrument for the development
of the rural and urban centres which would provide poles of attraction
to divert rural llLi,grants from the rapidly growing large' cities. See
Establishment of Industrial Estates III Under-Developed Countries,
Un~ted NahQns Pubncat~Qn: :5Al:es 'N00':n6D.II.B.4o

-----------------------------------------_.•



Table 1 Atrica: Cities or 100,000 and More Inhabitants in Receot Years
(Population, in, Thousands; C-city A_ agglomeration)

......ar I!Imediate Postwar Recent Years I
"..ragtl ammal p.ro.ntap ot honn• *

Year PopUlation Y.ar Populat.ion Year Population Period
I

Increase (per cent) Period Increase (Per cent)

Nortb Atri ca

Alma;: 01936 264 1948 266 Y 1954 361 1936 - 1948 0.1
A 19"" ""J Y

1959 '10 1948 - 1959 6.0
BOne 01936 -06 19"" 1954 114 19.36 ~ 1948 _ 0.8 1948 _ 1954 7.7

A 1948
'~y 1959 130 19"" - 1959 2.4

Conatant:tne 01936 us 1948

I

1954 149 1936 - 194' - 2.4 19"" - 1954 14.4
A 19"" il9y 1959 238 19"" - 1959 9.1

Or.. c 1936 201 1948 245 1954 299 1936 - 1948 1.' 1948 - 1954 3.7
A 19"" 273 19'9 370 1948 _ 1959 3.2

Sidi-be1-Ab~1I 01936 55 1948 61
,

1959 il' 1936 - 1948 0.9 1948 _ 1959 &.0
~: Tripoli C 1957 170

t.M:lrocco:
1952 - 1960Caaablanca 01936 257 1951-52 682 1960 961 1936 - 1952 10.4

Flo 01936 144 1951-52 179 1960 216 1936 - 1952 1., 1952 - 1960 2.6
Marrakecb C 1936 190 1951-52 215 1960 242 1936 - 1952 0.8 1952 _ 1960 1.6
.lenae o 1936 75 1951-f2 140 1960 177 1936 _ 1952 5.4 1952 - 1960 3.3
Oujd, 01936 34 195~52 80 1960 129 1936 _ 1952 8.4 1952 - 1960 7. 6
Rabat C 1936 83 195~52 156 1960 22' 1936 - 1952 5.5 1952 - 1960 5.5
Tanger 0 1960 142
T....... 0 1945 94 1960 101 1945 _ 1960 0.5

, ;
Tunisia:

Tunis C 19.36 220 1946 365 1956 410 1936 - 1946 6.6 1946 - 1956 1.2

U.A.R. Egptl
Alexandria 01937 686 1947 919 1959 1335 1937 - 1947 3.4 1947 - 1959 3.'

Aqut C 19.37 60 1947 90 1959 121 1937 - 1947
I

5.0 1947 - 1959 2.9

oaire 01937 1312 1947 2091 1959 2852 1937 - 1947 5.9 1947 - 1959 3.0

Damanbur C 1937 62 1947 84 1959 124 1931 - 1947 3.5 1947 - 1959 4.0 iKJ.mahal.h El Kubra C 1947 116 1959 160 1947 - 1959 3.2

Gisa c 19.37 3' 1947 66 1959 174 Y 1937 - 1947 7.4 1947 - 1959 13.6
,

lobo.. 0 1957 ill
I8IIIllilla 01937 37 1947 68 1959 us 1937 - 1947 8.4 1947 - 1959 5.5

1faDe.,., C 1937 69 1947 102 1959 144 19:37 - 1947 , 4.8 1947 - 1959 3.4

Port S&i.d 01937 155 • 1947 178 1959 226 1937 - 1947 1.5 1947 - 1959 2.3

Suez C 1937 50 1947 107 1959 152 1937 - 1947 il.4 1947 - 1959 3.5

Tanta C 1937 95 1947 140 1959 175 1937 - 1947 4.7 1947 - 1959 2.1

Zag.zig 01937 60 1947 82 1959 121 1937 - 1947 3.7 1947 - 1959 4.0

.
4
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Table 1 ACrica: Cities ot 100,000 and lobre Inhabit8'l.ts in Recelt. Years
(Population, in ThOUSandsj C-cltjy A- auloaeration) (oontinued)

Prewar Imnediate Postwar Recent Years J.YU'ase annual ~rcentage of Inere... *
Year Population lear Population rear Population Period. Increase (Per CiSltt) Period Iqcreue (Per oct)

Western .Afrioa
~,

"""'da C 1930 51 1950 142 1930 - 1950 8.9
A 1955 190

Cameroun(YalXlode):
Douale C 19)1 2S 1956 125 1931 - 1956 12.4

Congo (Brazzaville):
Brazzavilla C 1936 24 1946 62 1959 100 1936 - 1946 15.8 1946 - 1959 4.7

Ghana:
~cra C 19.36 71 1948 136 1960 338 1936 - 1948 7.6 1948 - 1960 12.4

KWllaei C 1960 187

Guinea:
-----CO-nakry C 1936 13 1946 26 1960 lfa !!/

.1936 - 1946 10.0 1946 - 1960 4.6
A 1960

lyorr Coast:
A.bidjan C 1933 18 1946 46 1955 li9 1933 - 1946 12.0 1946 - 1955 17.6

A 1958 155
~:

Ibedeo e 1936 387 1952 459 1936 - 1952 1.2
Ito C 1931 24 1952 110 1931 - 1952 17.0

I"" C 19.31 57 1952 100 1931 - 1952 3.6
Kana e 1931 ,r.; 21 :aD 2J

1952
130 ~

1931 - 1952 2.2
I.ago. C 19:36 1950 1960 364 1936 - 1950 4.9 1950 - 1960 5.8
Ogbomoaho C 1931 87 1952

~Y
19)1 - 1952 2.9

Oghogbo c 1931 50 1952 1931 - 1952 7.0

~:
D'''''r C 1936 92 1948 185 1960 383 1936 - 1948 8.3 1948 - 1960 9.0

Sierra Leone:
Freetollll C 1947 65 1959 100 1947 - 1959 4.5

Oent:r&l Atrica

~ . (U'opoldville
eabethY111e C 1947 62 1959 184 1947 - 1959 16.4

I1opold:v1lle C 1938 36 1947 li9 1959 402 1938 - 1947 25.6 1947 - 1959 19.8
IW.U&burl C 1959 li5
stanleyville C 1959 127

fed. of Rhodena
and Nlaaaland; ,

5. RbodeeUI
£l&w&yO C 1946 47 ~ 1959 i90 :zIA 1946 531/ 1959 1946 - 1959 19.8
Sall.bury C 1946 541/ 1959 in :zIA 1946 69 1959 1946 - 1959 22.5

.
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Table 1 Africa: Citiea of 100,000 and KDre lnhab1tanta U1 Recent. Years
(Population 1n Tbounnda; C.city A -agglomeration) (continued)

..

~I

......... IlIIIJIediate Postwar Recent Years .l'YWace aJmU&1 puoe.tage of bore... *
Eastern Urica Year Population Year Population Year Popu1&t.ion Period Increaao (P.- cent) PeriN Increas. (Per Cent)

Ethiopia:
.

Addie Ababa 01938 300 1957 500 1938 - 1957 3.5

!!2z!.:
!obmb&asa C 1948 85 19'9 152 1948 - 1959 7.2
Nairobi C 1948 ll9 1959 261 1948 - 1959 10.8

~car:
C 1936 120 1946 165 248 1936 - 1946 3.8 1946 - 1959 3.9ifli"e 1959

Jrobz.uabi(fll8: .
LourenQo Marques C 19)5 47 1950 94 1956 100 1935 - 1950 6.7 1950 - 1956 1.1

Sud..,
JOi'"arloum C 1956 .Jjy• 1956

""'....n C 1956 116

T~ONika'-ee.S8laam C 1931 23 1948 69 1957 129 1931 - 1948 ll.8 1948 - 1957 9.7

Southern Africa

Rep. of South Africa:
Benoni "9)6 82 1946 74 1900 1)5 19)6 - 1946 - 1.0 1946 _ 1960 5.9
Bloemfontein A 19.36 64 1946 83 19/0 141 1936 - 1946 3.0 1946 - 1960 5.0
Cape Tcnm .. 1936 344 1946 471 1960 731 1936 - 1946 3.7 1946 _ 1960 3.9
Darbon "936 265 1946 372 1960 655 1936 - 1946 4.0 1946 - 1960 5.4
East. London • 1936 61 1946 79 1960 115 19)6 - 1946 3.0 1946 _ 1960 303
~lton "9)6 8J 1946 1)1 1960 205 19)6 - 1946 5.8 1946 _ 1960 4.0
JobanDuburg "9)6 526 1946 763 1960 1097 19)6 - 1946 4.5 1946 _ 1960 3.1
Port Elleabet:.h • 19)6 110 1946 l48 1960 271 19:36 _ 1946 3.5 1946 - 1960 5.9
Pretorio "936 130 1946 244 1960 416 1936 - 1946 8.8 1946 - 1960 5.0
Spr10p • 19)6 87 1946 ill 1960 1)5 19)6 - 1946 2.8 1946 _ 1960 1.6
Veren1g:1.ng "9)6 24 1946 40 1960 116 19)6 - 1946 6.7 1946 - 1960 13.6

United Hatiom D~ Yearbook "1 Eo He. Y<rk 1960f Unjj;,ed Nationa Report on the Wtrld Social Situatlcln, N_ Y<rk, 1957; Hiniatry <l F1Iwlce and IoonolliT,
Statiatical and. C8bSUB Depe.rtlDtnt, P tion Censua of 1 General Notea Cairo, 1954; Hlnistire de la France dIQlltre-Ke!', 5enice de. Stattat.iquu,
JnnuaiJo. Sta.t1Bti de l'thdOllo Fran ee rase l: • 1 Ill' a ; at. d. 18. Franc. d'Outre-Ker, Service dee stat1atiquee, 0I1t:re-Her 1958. Tablean
Eco et Social das Eta.ta et. Te to1rea d'Outre_MIt' Paria 1959; Republ.1c at .so\t.b Atrica, Bureau of Cens". ani Statistiol. Union Statistics for Fifty rear.,

, Marcb ; ga CI1 • clu G01!nrnea en Alglrl., D:1ractJ.on du Pan et. des Etudee EconOllll.ques, Plan d. Constantine Jj$H2§J. nge:r, J'Q1'8 1960,
Replbl1que du sin/gal, Service d. 1a Statiat1que et de la Htcanograpbb, Bulletin StaU.USUe .t EcobOlliee8 KenIJlle1. Jliii'Cli 1961.

~
ExclUdes persona 1n inatitlltiona
Data are baaed on a pre-censu boust liIIt.1ng
Based on reeults of JII1ll1clpal C4lIleU8 at 1955-56 ~ Atr1c:an pop.l1atlOn, which gaft total of ll9,OClO imludLng 5 par cent adjutltmltnt JI:lr under-tnWlll!lrat1on, and or C8I1BU8
r:;Jf 15 January 1957 or non-iDd:1genoua 1. Jd population. which ga_ total or 5.734.

~
CompriSaAl city p-oper. nburbs and I aa 8S Looa
Lagos townebip, cOIIlpria ng Lagos IalAm anel Lagos II&IIinland

~
Af'riean population onl1'

111 Data refer to non-indigenous population and lIAf'ricane in emp10)'l11lmtn only
:::J Coq)r18e~ XbartOUlll. Kh&rtoWll North .tnd QadunIlID

* 'ale peroentapsof 1n~&Jl. have "11 coaput8d, "takiftB a... bui. 'the first 1ear of reference. e.g.

the population of SalhburJ lnoru.eed btitve.D 1946 and 1959 b;y • yearly aversp of about 15.500

1nh&bUan1;e i.e. 22.'" of 1946 popalaUOD.

I

b:
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Table 2 Africa: '('otal 'Population 'in Localities of 100,000 and r.1ore'and 20,Oac and more Inhabitants
(Thousands of Per30ns)

Non- Localities of 100,000 + Localities of 20,000 +
Total

African
Inhabitants Inhabitants

Country Year Population PopulationPopulation Populatio Number Number
Aggregate l;Iof Total Aggregate %of 'I"otal

Northern Africa
19541/Algeria 9145 98jY 4 902 9.9

9411 8495J1 " :;;JU.A.R. F«Tpt
195

8iEl 24781 13 12 5494 22.2 36.
Libya 1957 E 1136 ... 1 170 15.0 ... ... ...
Morocco
Northern Zone 1950 101~ 85 - - - 4 177 17.5
Soutre.£f Zone 1951-52 800 357 6 1539 19.2 2if/ 215W 270~Tunisia 1956 3783 255 1 410 10.8 69 18.

'l"estern Africa
1401/Atl,}Ola 1955(E) 4363 1 190 4,] ... ... ...

Cameroun (Yaounde) 1956(E) 3188 17 1 119 3.7 2 177 5.6
CBntral African Republio

19T1 1121 6 - - - 1 80 7.1
Chad 1956 E 2584 5 - - - 1 47 1.8
Congo (Brazzaville) 1956 El 759 10 - - - 2 137 18.1
!Jahomey 1956 E 1713 3 - - - 2 W7 5.1
Gabon 1956(E) 404 4 - - - - - -
Gambia. 1958(E) 289 ...~ - - - 1 22 7.7
Ghana 1960 6691 lW 2 52~ 7.8 ... ... ...
Guinea 1960(E) 3000 1 11 3.7 ... ... ...
lvo~ Coallt 1956(£) 2483 12 1 128 5.2 2 170 6.8
Liberia ... ... ... ... ... ... ... .. .
Mali

19T1
3708 7 - - - 2 88 2.4

Mauritania 1956 E 616 2 - - - - - -
Niger 1956 E 24lliJ 16W

- - - - - -
Nigeria 1952-53 2971 7 1333 4.5 ... ... ...
Senegal 1956~El 2319 49 1 235 10.1 ... 440 19.0
Sierra Leone 1959 E 2400 ... 1 100 4.2 ... ... ...
Tog<> 1956~E) 1094 1 - - - 1 40 3.7
Upper Volta 1956 E) 3326 4 - - - 2 77 2.3

Central Urica
Congo (Leopoldville) 1959(E) 13984 114 4 828 5.9 14 1271 9.1
Fed. of Rhodesia and
Nyasaland~

1960(E) 2-)J1Nyasaland 2830 - - - - - -
N. Rhodesia 1950 1860 4~ - - - 6 206 n,o
S. Rhodesia 1958~El 2920 22 2 435 14.9 ... ... ...

Ruanda-Urundi 1959 E 4780 ... ... ... ... ... ... ..,

East9:rn Africa
Bthiopia 1956~E) 20000 ..w 1 500 2.5 ... ... '"K.",.. 1959 Ej 6450 27 2 413 6.4 ... ... ...
Kadagallcar 1959t 5287 7 1 248 4.7 6 420 7.9
Kauri tius 1958 E 614 .... - - - 4 168 27.4
MOMmbiqu9 1956 E 6105 ... - - - 1 99 1.6
Reunion 1954 274 ... - - - 4 123 45.0
Somalia 1959(E) 199~ '" '" ... ... ... ... ...
Sudan 1956 1026

illV i~~
1 246 2.4 '" ...

Tanganyika 1957 878 1 129 1.5 11 2~~ 3.2
Uganda 1960(E) 6682 - - - 2 1.1
Zanzibar &: Pemba 1958 299 ... - - - 1 58 19.4

Southern Afrioa
Bechuanaland 1946 293 ... ~ - - 1 23 7.8
Basutoland 1960~E) 685 ... '" ... ... ... ... '"South West Africa 1958 E) 539g1 66 - - - 1 29 5.4
Swaziland 1956 237 6 - - - - - -
Rep. of South Africa. 1960 15841 3108 11 4017 25.4 38 5210 32.9

~l U.N. Demographio Yearbook. 1960, New York 1960; U.N. Demographic Yearbook 1955, New York, 1955;
Central Statistical Office, Salisbury, Monthly Digest of Statistics No.3 June, 1961; Uinist~re de·la
France d'Outra-Mer, Service des Statistiques, Annuaire Statistig~e de llUnion Francaise~ Volume 1,
Paris 1956; East AfriCa High Commission, The East African Statistical Department, Quarter~y Economic
and Statistical Bulletin,~, June 1961, Nairobi 1961; Ministere de l'Economie Na.tionale, Service
Central des Statistiques, Secensement D~mosraRhi9ue lJuin 1960), Rabat 1961; Haut Commissariat de la
Re'publique en AfriClue Occidentale Fran9aise, !.:..Q..:!.:.122I Tableaux Econcmgues.
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Footnotes - Table 2 Africa:

Excluding persons in institutio~ (42,917), personnel in military
establishments (53,374), merchant seamen (872), armed forces and
diplomatic personnel stationed outside country and some of the
MoSlem workers in France.

For 1957; 121,000 Europeans, 18,000 others.

For 1957.

For 1951, Moroccan Jewish and Non-Moroccan populati.n; for 1952,
de jure count of Moroccan Moslem population.

Excluding Algerian refugees temporarily in the country estimated at
about 180,000 in 1959.

For localities of 25,000 or more inhabitants.

For 1956, 110,000 Europeans, 30,000 others.

For 1956, 7,000 Europeans.

For 1956.

Based on results of municipal census.

African population only.

For 1956, 10,000 Europeans.

Europeans 9,300, Coloureds 1,700, Asians 11,000.

Europeans 207,000, Coloureds 9,100, Asians 5.600.

Europea.ns I)("J,O(), Tnrl<>_PRki"t.grds "ryj (i""ns 1{,9,900, Arabs 37,100,
others 5,900.

W Data are results of sample census of population covering 1,700,000
persons, representing 10 per cent of rural and nomad population and
100 of that in 68 towns.

y
7.1
Y
JJ

191
W
W
W
1M
W

111 Excluding non-African armed forces.

1§! Europeans 20,700, Indo-Pakistanis and Goans 77,600, Arabs 19,700,
others 3,900.

!:JJ Europeans 11,700, Indo-Pakistanis and Goans 76,200, Arabs 2,000,
others 2,500.

2:9J For 1959.

W Population actually enumerat."d, includi ng adjustment for under
enumeration e s t-imar.od at 8 per cent.

I -



Table 3. Africa: Distribution of Economically Active Population,Selected Countries
(Percentage unless otherwise stated; E denotes estimate)

Total Active Non-
Year Population African Agriculture Mining Manufac- Construc- ~ervice8

Country (Thousands Active turing tion & Other
of persons) Population

(Thousands
of persons)

Northern Africa
Algeri~ 1954 3512 35~ 75 .4 4 2 18.6
Morocc 1952 2899 13 71 .6 7 3 18.4
Tunisia 1956 1328 107 68 1 6 2 23
U.A.R. Egypt 1947 6477 64 .2 10 1.7 24.1

!western Africa
Central African Republic 1957 E 565 83 ------- f--- 9 ---- r---- 8
Chad 1957 E 1341 88 -------- --- 6 --- ~---- 6
Congo (Brazzaville) 1957 E 352 76 ------- 1--- 9 --- ~---- 15
Gabon 1957 E 233 80 ------ ---12 --- ----- 8
Nigeria 1952/53 8284 78 --------- ---22 ---- ~---------- ---

k;entral Africa
Congo (Leopoldville) 1955 ],; 6232 33 35 1.4 2.8 2.1 8.7
Fed.of Rhodesia & Nyasaland

Northern Rhodesia
Southern Rhodesia
Nyasaland

Eastern Africa
Mauritius 1952 16/,.9

7l~/
44 - 14 8 34

Mozambique 1950 1694 7/+ .1 5 1.1 19.8
Southem Africa

Rep. of South Africa 1951 4593 1),83 33 11 11 5.2 39.8

11 Southern Zone only
y 1951 •
Y 1955 figures

Source: International Labour Office, Year Book of Labour Statistics, Geneva, 1960; United Nations, Economic Survey
of Africa Since 1950, New York, 1959; Federal Government of Nigeria, Economic Survey of Nigeria, 1959,
Lagos, 1959; Haut Commissariat de la R~publlque en Afrique Equatoriale Fran,aise, L'A.E.F. Economique et

Socials, 1947-58, Editions Alain, 1959.

,



Table 4. Africa~ Diatribution of Wage Earners by Maj<r Branchea or Economic Activity
(Thousands of. Persons)

Total Non-Atrican Source of &llp1oyn:ent Wage EanJ:lrs
Wage Wage as %or Total

Country Year Earn,,,. Earnsr. Agricult.ure Mining lianufacturin,g ccnet.ruc-, Services Popu.1.ation
tion and Other

Northern Africa

Aliiar~ 1954 1297 262 II:i4 14 112 77 490 14
M:>roc 1952 928 353 18 98 76 383 12
Twrlsia 1956 502 18() 14 42 22 244 12
U• .A.R. Egypt. 1959 3203 1130 ... 528 166 1379 13

Western Africa
d J 4~Arlgota 1958 322 ... ... 7

Cameroun (Yaound~) 1957 140 6.4 45 3 12 13 67 4
CeD:. ral African Republic 1957 50 1.8 16 6 7 4 17 4
Chad 1957 35 1.8 - - 5 6 2J 1
Congo (Brazzaville) 1957 63 2.6 12 1 6 5 39 8
Dahomey . 1957 22 .6 2 - 1 2 17 1
Gabon 1957 42 2.3 13 6 2 4 17 10
Chana 1959 325 6 55 32 22 61 155 7
Guinea 1957 109 3 32 3 4 16 54 4
Ivory Coast 1957 171 7 90 2 8 11 60 6
Mali 1957 42 1.4 7 - f-4--- 5 25 1
Mauritania 1957 5 .3 - - - 1 4 1
Nifer 1957 14 1.4 - - 1 4 8 1
Nigeria 1959 473 46 41 32 103 251 1
Sinegal 1957 100 10.6 5 1 13 12 69 4
Sierra Leone 1958 39 ... 7 ... 9 23 2
Togo 1957 12 .5 - - - 1 10 1
Upper Volta 1957 25 1.2 1 - 2 5 17 1

CeIi.ral Africa
Congo (teopo1dville) 1958 1102 313 87 102 105 495 8
Federation of Rhodesia .

an1 Nyasala nd
125 12Northern Rhodesia 1959 290 34 38 48 25 54

Soutb'l m. Rhodesia 1959 730 92 244 53 97 69 267 24
Nyasa1And 1959 185 6 81 - 17 23 64 7

Ruanda-Urun11 1958 110 24 11 6 13 56 2

Eastern Africa
KellTa 1959 597 60 254 5 54 19 265 9
Madagascar 1957 243 11.1 72 5 18

i~ '~
5

MoZambique 1955 577 34 120 5
~

10
TanganyiJ<. 1959 428 38.5 220 10 11 167 5
Uganda 1959 239 15 56 5 24 32 121 4

Sou.thern Africa
Rep. of Sout h A,fri ca 1957 '" ... lll2 555 698 115 ... ...

,
!ll
I

I
I
I,

!I Southern Zone only
y 195; !igures

Y. 1950 !iguree
1i/ Inc1uiin,g eJ. ctridty

Int.ernational Labour Of'f1ce, Yearbook of Labour Statistica, Geneva, 1960; Min1stlre de 14 Frame d'Outre_Mer, Service des statiatiqu.es,
Tableau Economgue et Social dee Etate et Territoires d'OUtr~Mer, 1958 .. a.publio Arabe urde, Co.lll1.tl de 1& Planification Nationale,
Cadre du, Plan Quinauennal GIlifral. 196():65. Cairo, 1960; Republla at Sout,b Africa, Bureau at ceneue ani Statistics, f1bnthly Bulletin
of Sh,tistics. Vol:xL, No. 7, Pretoria, Ju.q 1961; Republli of South Atriee, 9.D'eau of Census and StatiBtic~, Union statistiOs farFittf Years, Pretoria, March 1960; East:. Africa High Collllll1asion, TlB East Atrken 5tatistiaal Department, ~rt8r~ Economic and.
Stat 8tiCal BJ.ll.stin. No. 52, Nairobi, Juns 1961; FederetiCl'l or Rhodeau. and. NyaBaland, Cett.ral Statistio otf' , Iobnthlr b1ge8t of
Statistics. No.3, Salisbury, June 1961; Ghana, Cert.ral Bureau of' Statistics, QL\art8rl;y Digest of statistics, Accra, Juns 1961;
Nigeria, Federa.l Ottka of' Statistics, Report on E!lIp1ol1!l!lnt aDd EarningS Enguirz. L&.goa, Sept.eur 1959; Congo (Leopoldv:Ule),
Ranque Centrale du Congo Belge et du Ruanda-Urundi, crt 8ur 1. ratione d. llixeroioe Social 1 _Mai 1960; koyaume d.
Belgique, J·fi.nistlre du Congo Belge et du Ruanda.-Urund., e on ee Etudes l!ioonomiquea, tua on Econom1gue du COngO Bel.!;~
at du RUAOdt-UrUDdi en 1958. UK Co1oniaJ. Offjoe, SUtTa Leone, Report. ftr the Year 1958. London 1962; Provtncia de Angola,
Direcc;aA PrQvincia.l doe Serrlc;os de Econom1a e Est:.at1'st1oa GeraI, Muldo Eetatatioo, 1ir' Luanda, 1959; Prarlncia de
~ambique, Direc~aa d08 Servi~08 de Economia e Estatistica Geral, Amili'io Estat!sticoz 38.
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Table 5. Africa: Industrial Origin of Gross Domestic Product at Current Factor Cost, Selected Countries
• •

Total Industrial Distribution (Per cent of Totall
Country Year (Million Agricul- ~lanufac- Construc- Service &

$U.S. ) ture Mining turing tion Others

North Africa.
2500V,Algeria Av. '56-58 24 3 10 6 57

Morocco Av. '56-58 l69~ 34 6 17 5 38
Tunisia Av. '56-58 65 34 4 11 4 47
U.A.R. Egypt Av. '54-5t 2577Y 34 1. 11 , 51

Western Africa
French West Africa (fonner) 1956 2240 69 .5 5 4 21.5
Nigeria 1956 2262 63 1.2 2.4 11 22.4

Central Africa
Congo (Leopoldville) Av. '57-59 1179 28 19 13 6 34
Federation of Rhodesia &

Nyasaland Av. '57-59 1320 20 18 10 8 44

Eastern AMica
Ethiopia Av. '56-58 614 77 - 10 2 11
KeIWa Av. '57-59 589 42 1 10 4 43
Tangarwika Av. '57-59 4742/ 58y 3 7 6 26
Uganda k»; '57-59 324 74 ----- ----26---- ----------- -------
Mauritius Av. '56-58 134 31 .<: 20 5 43.8

Southern Africa
556121Rep. of South Africa kv , '57-59 13 13 25 11 49

11 At current market prices
~. At 1957 prices
11 Net domestic product at factor cost of 1954
~ Estimates, largely conjectural; figures appear to relate to gross value ·of production
~. Net domestic product
£/ Including income rising from trade and transport operation in African agriculture
11 Included in manufacturing

~ource: United Nations, Yearbook of ~ational Accounts Stati§tics, 1960, New York, 1961; Ady, Peter and Michel
Courcier, Systems of National Accounts in Africa, The Organisation for European ECOIlomic Cooperation,
Paris, 1960.
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Table 6. Africa; Foreign Trade of Selected Countries
(Value in Millions of U.S. DolJars; Volume, 1953 = 100)

Value Volume Exports as Percentage
~~s ~ortsl Total Foreign llllPOrts ~ts of llllIlClr'ts

Count:-y C.l.F. F.O.B. Trade l($)
Per capita

1957 - 1959 1938 1950 1958 1938 1950 1958 1938 1950 19.58

Northern Arric a
llgera

~ 43~ 149y ... 92 2J.8 ... 93 87 UJ n 43
U.A.R. Egypt:. 46 4,3 85 160 138 96 li2 101. 81 88 71
Ubya 97 J4 96 ... ... ... ... ... ... 13 55 14
M:lrocco-Southern Zone ) .378 .3,31 86 ( 50 76 )89 38 S6 (10,3 68 58 86Northern Zone ) ( 96 74 ) 78 88 (
Tunie1a 160 146 79 8J. 100 105 li2 146 155 87 n 99

Western Air:l.ca
Aiiio1a 128 12.3 56 29 82 168 54 102 128 150 129 98
Cameroun ('taoWldi) 94 98 60 22 86 151 44- 73 1,37 117 78 104
Former Fr.Eq.Arrica 136 89 45 24 100 199 62 87 179 88 52 67
Former Fr.W. AfriCa ,378 ,314 35 ... 86 147 ... S3 131 7<; 73 86
Dahomey & Nige r 33 .31 15 ... ... ... ... ... .. . ... 106 106
Guinea 57 26 .31 ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 46 37
Ivory Coast,Up.Vo1ta 119 155 42 ... ... ... ... ... .. . ... 1,30 156
Mali,Mauritania,Slnlg 203 12.3 49 ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 51 56

Gambia 11 II 76 ... ... ... ... ... ... 100 75 118
Ghana 275 259 liO j •• 74 120 ... 104 92 84 1.42 ill
Liberia ,36 58 ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 100 255 193
Nigeria 465 ,398 26 ... 66 178 ... 88 109 ill 146 81
Sierra Leone 71 54 55 ... ... ... ... .. . ... 157 li6 82
Togo 16 15 28 ... ... ... ... ... ... 100 100 83

Central Africa
3r$! 45#1 141Y 139Y u#'Congo (teopoldvilie) 45 ... ... ... ... .. . ...

Fed.of Rhodesia and
Nyasaland 45,3 447 113 ... 94 126 ... 91 :130 104 105 86

Eastern Airic a
1DlY 9r)/ 1,3~British East Africa 357 344 32 ... 132 ... 162 101 101

Kenya. 181 96 44 ... ... ... ... 99 174

~
62 55

Uganda 76 127 32 ... ... ... ... 97 163 2,3] 188 172
Tanganyika 100 12,3 25 ... ... y ... 50 73 156 104 130

Ethiopia 78 68 7 ...
~~ ii~

...
~~ 9~ ... 89 73

Madagascar 1,30 86 42 ... ... 13 141 8,3 76
Mauritius 59 63 202 62 79 1,36 61 74 109 117 86 95
Mozambique 114 70 .30 ... ... ... ... ... ... ,36 64 62
Reunion 47 33 253 ... 101 li3 ... 66 108 75 73 67
Sudan 176 155 ,30 46 64 121 64 76 92 94 132 73
Zanzibar and Pemba 16 14 100 ... ... ... ... ... ... 00 140 93

Southern Africa
185 75 87 127 82 153 35 74 70Rep. of South Africa. l487 liB7 52

v. Beginning 1958, excludes int.,a,...trade between EaPtian ani Syrian Regions
Y Inclln ing Ruanda-Urundi
II. Far 1951
T;/ Average fca- 1936-38
Y Inc.luding gold

United Nations Demographic Yearbook 1960, New York, 1960; United Nations Statistical Yearbook 1960, New Ycrk, 1960;
United Nations Statistical Yearbook 1954, New York. 1957; United Kingdom Colonial Office, Sierra Leone,
Report fer the year 1958. H.MoS.O., London 1960; East Africa High Colllllliasion, The East African StatiStical
Departmetlt, sr Economic and Statistical Bulletin No. 2 JW1e 1 61 Nairobi 1961; United Kingdom Colonial
Office, arter D est of Stati.etic. No. ril 19 H.M.S.O., London 1961.




