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A. INTRODUCTION

Organization ~d o1U~t;iveo of the Se~.n!!!'.
i

~:t 4',·.,·"; ':The''Re~:orta:l' S~~ina~ on, IYDP was:'.he1d at Africa Hall .. Addis 'Ababa, on 6 an~t
7:,:'CCtober 1930:> 'It' ~~s .()r:3mrl.Zed under, the' joint auspices of' the Orcranization, o-f
African Unit"y,',' t!le. Unit"ed 'NatiQns- Economic, Co!'J:n:i.s~iori' for ~f~ca, and the IYDP

, seCretariat'. The"Government of. Ethiopia,', pro....rided !10st', f~cilities for the
"Se.tninar. '
t

Z., The Se.'i'.inar, whose aim 'Was to consider the rl~ost effeoti ~-~ 'Wc-.yt:. ()f attaining
the objectives of the Year and of ensurin -.; observance of the principles of the
Declaration of the Ri ,,;hts of Disabled Persons and of tI~~ n~clara:ti()n on ,the
Ri]!lts of Mentally Retarded Persons and to contribute to the draftin -~ of a
lon~erm pro:::ramme of. action, l-7as' convened in accor-dance with '·t~e: provisions
of the Plan of Action for the Year adopted a~' the United Nations General Assembly
in resolution 3.4/154 whereby the re?-onal commissions 1'1e're urged to or ·~ze
reziona].' m~etinis' or. 'seminars that would: pr-ovi.de a forum for sha.-in,,? experiences
and seekin::; the most effective 1'1ayS of i~pler;1eni;in.'7; initia;I. and .compl.emenearv
measures in order 'to"'"attain' the objeCtives of:, the:'Yea,r. 'The Semi.nar- waa also
orZanized in accor-dance with the proVisionS of' GAU r-eao'lutLons Q,l!SS4(xxxL and
eM/Res.724(XXXIII) and ,ECA Conference of M-iniel'ters resol\i'tion 396(XV) concerning
activities "to 'De' conduct-ed for and on behal f of, 'disabled Pel"SOi1.S in observance
"f tt1e Year.

3. Dele~tidri8 from the. ,fQllowi:p,.1 'co~tries pat-ticipat'ed in the Serninarl
AlGeria, Angola, ·B'e1l.i.'n; Botsuana,--, Burundi, the Central Af~can ~'~~.;lblic; 'the'
Con:39, ~gy.pt" Equ~torial' Guinea.' 'E-thi.-opi'a, :Gabon, "'che' Gambia, Ghana, Guinea,
the" 'IVory" 9oast., L~beria, the, Libyan Arab, J~.mahiriya.~ t':ala..n., Mali, Mozar,1bique,
the Nl,3er, Nieeria t Rwanda, Senegal, the SUdan, 6wai.J..Land, Tunas.La , u~c.nda, the
United Republic of Cameroon, the United Republic of .Tanzana.a, .Zai.r-e and-Zambia.

4. ,": "'T'~': i~l'loWin:z U~i:t,ed Nations or.~izations l.zere represented: UNICEFi !'1HO, '.:
UNICi', UNDP and rio,

5. Representatives of the followin,g orc-anizations partici:Pated as 'observers~

the ~forld Council for t!,1e Welfare of the Blind, Re.habili~.::.~ic~.l. IntGtnational~

'the League of Red Cross Societies, the' Royal As'sociation ~.n .t!o; d c f the Deaf and
Dumb, Goodwill Ip.dustries of America, the Pan-Afriean,_~'1omen'e Or.r,.anization, the
Pan-Mricanist eon~~,.·;of:Azani~l"'(Soo.th-A*£ca)~ the A:fr-5~c~ NatiC'r_al Con7eSS,
ALERT (Ethiopia), ~1orld Vision Interoational:, ",the'- Lutheran'~~1orld Federation, '
Christian Relief" and nev~iopment~ 't:-i.e Conmission for the Handicapped of the
United States, and the Association for Social Tia!'I.: Education in Africa" A
representative of the Advisory Committee for IYDP was also pr-es arrt ,
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6... The Executive Secretary of the Uni\:ed Nations Economic Commission for Mrica,
Mr. Adebayo Adedeji, personally presided. over "the openarig meeting t.of the Re,p.onal
.Send.nar- on' IYDPo His Excellency ~~r~ .Ita-ssa K~!->ed,c, I.l):inister of Labour and Social
Affairs of Ethiopia and a] so Chaf rman: of the National Councd I of the In:t:erna'tional
Year of Disabled, Persons, welcomed' tne' participants on behaLf of the Government of
Ethiopi.a~ 'I'hen Mr" N. Djoudt , Actinz Secre"tarr.(;ener31 of CAU, Mrs. Zala Nt Kanza,
Executive Secretary of IYDPJ and l\!lr. A<:iebaro.. ,~de':ieji, Executive Secretary of ECA,
each made an, opening statement. - , '

Election of,office~s"---
7. The Seminar unanimously elected the fol1ow!n/; of.'fice.....s:

qI1airrnan ~ Mr. 'r{aBsa I{ebede~ Minister 9£ Labour and Social
Af~air~' of Ethiopia

First Vice-Chairman : Mr. F~Q. Ame~ah, Minister of' Labour-, Youth and
Social Affairs of' Ghana ' ,"

,,~Second Vicc-ChairmalH Dr. ~.1;.A. Tayeb, Member of the National Committee .:
of tae" Libyan Arab J ama...'1iriya

Third Vioe-Chainnan I Mrs. Oliveira, Minister of Social Affairs and ,tbe,
Protection of Women of Gabon

Rapporteur

Vic~apporteur

: Mr. Mordecai, AoS. Khm:lalo) ~ent Seoret3ry ot
the 'Ministry: of Home Affairs of Swaziland

: Mr. Gaoussou Traore Q Chief' of the Section of Disabled
Persons of Mal i and Permanent' Secret'ary of t'he M,aliail

, Coi>1fluttee f,~r !YDp

8. A steerin~ cornmi:f:tee, l)c~, __icJ;~_~:G -;,f t~l~ .: 1: :'::. -::::J end one representative each A

of the IYDP, ECA and DAU sec.re'tariat9 was also set up to co-ordinate the work 'of
t he SeminaX'.'

S,. The Seminar adopted the follomn3 agenda.
I _ _, _ .

1.' " Adoption of th~ r-e~ of t:le Re-Tion.a{" T~-W~~ P.~eetin'~,",
2~" Re~onal co-o~ion concenrlng~ di.s'~lity pr~tion and

rehabilitati-on· of tr1e disabled .;

!J The Seminar decided that the national statements submitted by the
dele'?;ations would be attached as annexes to the report of the Re -·1.onal
Technical Meetin~o
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3• V:mB''''.t-erm proJrat.1::1e of act-ion

4. Other T.1atters relatin~ t c reGiOnal' activities

5, Adopticn of 'the 'report ,

n, ADOPI'IOU UF TeE REFOnT OF T!~ :1E(;IOrJAL TECHNIC/iL ri;EETnl~

10. The Chairman of the Regional Technical' tieet1.n~, L:r'. I~!iahary I'lasho', Permanent
Secretary .Ln the l1inistry of'· Labour and 'Gocitil Affairs of Ethiopia bM.efly intr.oduced
the report of,.rae Regional 'I'echntcaL'Meet'Lng and its conclusions and recommendations,
which a~e attached aD a~ annex to this report.

11. He sdd that the national statements submitted by the experts from different
African cOWltricn.had confinned the absence of reliable s-c-atistics 'on the situation
of disabled perDons" in Afri-ca'Q ':'He'.added that the scope 'and magnitude 'of the problem
of disability wv..s such that it necessitated the cievelopment of a concerted plan of
action to cope ,.tith 'a sitouation af~ecting over, 45 million per-sona; 'He ,st!'essed in
partioular that ~~o~ess had been limited in the 'areas of disability p~evention

and the rehabilitati.on,of the disabled~ uhere no app:reciable l""adical change 'had
been observed!" He emphaedzed the n.eed for African Govenunents to take concerted
action to combat effc~tively ,the causes of disabilityc

12. The Chairman, of the ResJ,.'onal TeChnical ivieeting summed up' the five major' areas" ,
on w~ch·the eA:per-ts had f'ocused.whed.r- attention and exchanged 7iews.

, .. '\

(~ D~c~bility prevention;

(~) Equal ri]htc. GIld 0ppol"tWlity; .

<E.) 'ApprOpi'iate' techno-lo~ for the disabled;

~) l'ecim~.c '11 co-oper-att cm

~) Follow-up action to the .activities undertaken durin3 IYDP.

13. He also poirrted out that' 'the expert:s had 'tai<en into account certain baai,c
considerat'i~r..r.~ whioh had gutded them in formulating their' 'oonc.Lusdona and
recommenda-;;i.cr;.;,;" Those consdder-atLons included Nars of liberation; aggression
perpetrated agains~ African peoples, provin~ that some disabilities which affected
Africans had, their o:ci.:gin outside the continent; and the socio-economic environment ~

and are all f(;.J.3tO!"3 contributing .ro the increase in the number- of dd.aab.Led , . , .

14. The e:!pertE a l so felt it important to keep in mind the Mricar~ "traditions of
solidarity and hospitality" .while at the aame time acknowl edgi.ng that the nature
and magnitude of problem-s're1atin2 to disability in Af:'ica Nere·such that 'the
intenlational community should asswne its responsibilitiesa

15. The Vice-Cho.i~an \)f the Re,p.onal Teolmical Meeting read out the aeven chapter-s
containing-the' conclusions and recommendations.
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16. Tbe Seminar took note of the report of the Rej.onal Technical Meeting and
endorsed its conclusions and recommendations.

e.. REGIONAL TECHNICAL CO-OffiRATION CONCERNING DISABILITY PREVENTION AND
THE REHABILITATION OF DISABLED FERSONS

17. Consideration of that item was baaed on the report of che He --i.onal Technical
f!1eetin2 and on document OAU/ESCAS/IYDP/lID3, aubrri t t ed by Dr. Owosina, an CAU
consultant., on the subject of the scope and dimensions of the problem of diGability,
major causes of disability an~.measures likely, to reduce o~ prevent disability.

13. The Seminar felt that co-ordination and co-operation should be~n with:

(a) A publicity campad jn at. t he national level i~ \fhic~1 National Cow-rlittees .
(including NCOs) 'should play -an essential role in co-ord:'natin; IYDP. activities;

(W An inventory C!f natLonal , subre,~ional' and re,jional teclmical resources
and material and human potential, which would, 1ead to t~1e establishment of a
re~ona1' rese~6h and trainin-?: institute or the reinforcement' oi: existin~
institutes, the establismnent,of. factories·for ass~jblin~ or manufacturin3
rehabilitation equi~ent and teclnllcal aids (canes, crutches, pr~sthetic devices,
wheelcl~rs) using local materials, the inanufacture of braille paper makinJ it
possible to develop a Braille press and Braille literature for the visually
handi.capped , the establishment of laboratories for, vaccine production and control,
erc; , SUC~l co-operation would help to avoid duplication and waste of human and
financial resources at the re,~onal level:

19. The Seminar felt that the basic principles that ser-ved as a basis for
modalities of c~peration with the United Nations agencies needed to be defined.
and r-ecommended that ~

(!J United Nations azencies should offer teclmical advice and contribute to
the financing of projects;

(b) SUC11 projects should be desi71ed and pl anned by countries themselves on
the ba;is of their specific needs under national development plan~;

(sJ For-eajn experts should ~lave detailed knowl.edge of the realities and needs
of oountries to which they lend their services and priority should 'be ~ven to
African experts, of uho!J1 an updat-ed list should be prepared by ECA and DAU;

(~ Non-vtovernmerrtal, or~izations should inte --rate their activities and
pro::;rammes into national plana for econonic, social and cultural development.

20. The participants stressed t~le fact t~1at Africa HaG overly dependent on the
outsi4e Norld and that :Africa needed first and foremost ~o rely on its own hwnan
and material resources and use them judiciously within.the framework of intra-Afri~an

co-operataon WhiC~1 was increasin:ly bedn - felt as an urrent' and vital necessity.



21. The participants, ~lavin3 noted the lack or prov"en: "i'iiadequa:cy of 'all types of
co-oper-atLon at all.levels among African countries, stressed 'the.need to 'promote
sUbre@.onal andre.gi.onal .. co-operation 'Hith a vie~I to finding a common solution to
problem~ faci'n] African Staten. Accordi.ng to th'3 participants, LrrternatLcnal,
co-operation should, its evident importance nottri.t hstanddng , nerve to support and
stren~hen the .efforts already made 0)' States in the region"

D. LCHG-TEll: FRCGRAVl1'.1E OF ACTION

22. The Executive Secretary of the Int,~rnational Year of Disa'al ed Per-sona, in
intrOducin~~ .agenda item 3, .rerrt.Loned thatt~le Plan of AC'cion for the Years 'adopted
by the General Asser,l~ly in resolution 34/154, r-ecommended that· at the international
level nA draft lon,s-terrn programme of action should be prepared "::y the Secretary­
Gener-al, in cons~tation with E1.~;-llber States, t!~e releT"ant 'oreans~ or,zarUzations' and
~,es:withi.n- 'i:he' Unit-'ed" Na:tions··sys'terrC"·a.."1.d·' iiiternatf6iial' 'non;":-:oVerrunental oreaniza­
tions of and. for df.sao'Led persons, which. should ::>e conaxder-ed by tbe Advisory
Conmi.t t ee at one 'of its propoaed future' sessions; and the "draft l~n~·term pro,~arilme
of a-ction should. th~I} '2e submitted .to t~1e Gener'al, Assembly at i ts thirt)'~"sixth

aesaaon" (in 1901).Y

23. Pursuant to that General A,?s~bly' r-ecomaendatLon and to serve as a basis for
consultation,-fhe Secretar-f-Gen~ral,of the. United Nations had su:~mitted a conceptual
framework for consideration ~y aqve~~ents, 'United Nations specialized-azencies arid'
non-ezovernnerrtal, or<"Janizations•. The fra-:e-t<1orI~ had been sent to the various .bodies
0-- ,-

men:tioned above under Coyer of a note verbale from the Secretary-General in ivlarch
1980. OuinG to the little ti•.le a~a!)le, as of June 1;80, Governments had. not
been able to tl."ansmit .·~9 the Secretary-General their com.ients .and suggestions. on"
the conceptual frame-r'rorkc It had thus been necesoary to 'take advantage of regional
consultations in order to elicit the vi eva, nu[~ge:3tion.3 and comnents of Governments,
agencies and non-30verm1ental or2anizations in each reeion.

24. The Seminar revie":-T3C: "c!1e conceptual fralueHor:t and adopted -;;;'le four major
priority aspects proposed :)y the Secret~r-General for l-rhic:l solutions might be
found in the contexc of ir..ternational cc--oper-atLon : t:1e hu::,~anitarian aspect,
the payohol.ogica.L aspect, the disa~Jility pr-everrti on aspect and Jche aspect of
participation 'in development. After an exchange of vielis, participants formulated
r-econnendatLone ti,1at ~:.i:::;ht serve as the re.3ion~s corrtr-i.but i.on to the formulation
of the draft pro3TaEE"lie 0-:': actLon , The fo.l.Lorri.n; recommendations were f'ormul.at ed
on the basis of the major ciiapter-s of ti1e ccnoept'ua'L f'r-ameuor'k of the :-/orld Plan
of Action, namel.y , t:le aL.: and scope of the proyaG:'-l!e, tIle fun.damental principles
on which the pro,:rrar.1.:.1e should ~e based, the or=:anization of -l;be pro::;raJrj~le and
specific measures and conclusions.

~ A/34/15C, para. 74(c).
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(i) &[.1 and sco2,e of the pro r:Tali'i~

25. (a) The relevan:t -recom:-.lendations of the rmr- Advisory Comrl1i.ttee as contained
in the-.rYDP Uorld Plan of Action adopted by the General Assrobly Ln resolution
34/154 should be' taken into account ,

(v fTovisions should be made for mon.it or-Lnj, evaluation and revieH
mechardsns in the pro rrannae in order to ensure its effective imple!.lentation.

(s) In draftin.s of tIle pro7CLttune, particular stress should be laid on the
importance to be accorded' to activi~ies carried out by disabled persons themselves
and on the promotion of or~anizations of'disabled'persons at the national,
sub~eaiQnal and international levels.

. , - \

26. (a) To the principle of the peaceful settlePent of intel.national disputes
should1)e' added 'that of the l.e:::itimaci' of the stru.:gle for national liberation .Ln
the face of the' .hostile refusal on the part of the Colonial Powers to ~a.nt'

peoples under their clo~ination their independeftce' in accordance with General
Assem"0ly resolution 1514 (XV) 0 'l.'!:1e

i
international,.commtmity must accord that

riCht to the- peopl ea rof South AfriCa, !'Jatlibia and Palest'ine.· The environment
created by 'c~:e persistence of colonialism in those ~eions' and ~he corrtLnued
racist and aoartheidpolicy of the~Pretoria re.:;ime f'oroed the people to resort to
armed, stru~e 1:0 re2ain -their independence and tam!" d'i91i:ty.

(b) The Lrrt-er'natrLona.L and reGional instruments adopted by the United Nations
Genera"! Aaseabl.y and the OrGanization of African Unity COJ:lCeMu.n3 disabled
refusees should be included.

C£) Reference should :Je made to t he principle of the ri.Zht to !'lorl:: and the
fact stressed that 'che disa~)led 1.1ad the same ri --:l.l.t ·co independent work as other
indivd dua.Ia,

(d) . The ri:!lt -:;0 education, trainin -,: and information should be included among
the £und~lent~l principles since it was a prerequisite of the fUll participation of
t he eli sabl eel.

(iii) Orr;anization of the prorrramrue and s2E'cific ~leaSu.res

1.: Hn;lanit arian aspect

27. (a) The broad use of the wore. H:1l1:,,~~~ta!"ianu shoul.d be cl'arified. ~·nri.le the
concept frequently ocnnoted charit7, =:enerally it coyer-eel the notions of both
human ri,:hts and social justice.

(-0) Provision should ',)e nade for machf.ner-i.ee at t'~'lere~ional and,' if possible,
international levels in addition to t~'!e national cocu.d.sai.ons to study tile various
forms of discrimination a~ainst the di.saal.ed ..
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2~ Psycholo~ical aspect

28. (a) Specific measures shoul.d .be -cl.eveloped~·,to 'educate ·the public in 3eneral
and the' families of the dd.aab'l ed in particular, so that, they mi:ht become :te$s .
sensitive and rid t hemael,ves . of·" feel Ln rs of shame and Hitbdrawal , The rol e and'-,
respon~ibility of mothers of diaa01ed ~hildren. in that context were essential.
l'lithout -trainin3 or' LnformatLon; ,they implanted in their children and their
fa~ilies attitudes which prevented the disabled from realizinG their full potential
and that of their 'envirC;>J)JJleI)t, in. ::eneral.' ,

(b) !'lithin the framet<tork of public infon:.lation and trainin.:; campadgns , and
particU1arly uithin the schools, provision should be -made for pamphletra, pOsters,
special lessons and personal cont-act-s to change attitudes and behaviours towards
the disa':Jle9~ All LnformatLon media avad.Labk e ahou'l d be mobd.Lf.zed to that end. '

. (c) '.:R~i.:r-iOus and other charitaole orzanizations ~ho\ll.d be requested to' ..
make ef'fqrts,: to ,modify .those parts of their teac'hin,:; which had become obsolete
in the li,3ht of scientific knowledge. In certain forms r~li&ious educa1:ion :pdght
sometiDes convey negative attitudes marked by condeaceneaon and pity with"respect
to S~~ :di,~abled:. .: :,. ':,; " " ", '"l'" ,',' ,',,;

(~l The need should he emphasized to include. a ,~e9tion on the psyqholoi:t~a1
as,~q', ~'. dealine witb t'he disab~ed, as part pf' th~., curr,;9,~um of trairdn.z'
pro~:uue~ :for administ-rative personnel who ttould .be concerned wi.t h probl ems of '
disability'Prevention ancl<rehabilitation of the disabl~d•

. ". '

30 Disability preventionbaspect

29. ~) .. ' In: :i;lmt chapter of the p~'#a.r.\ne of action, th~ relevant recor.mendations
made J~y .t.p.e Re,Siol'lal Technical L'!'eet''iri~: and the Seminar relating to disabili'ty
preveqt~o~ in Africa should be included' as priority issues.

JI

(e). St~~ss should be placed once again on the need to appeal to the int~"
national cor.ubunity to condemn the racist reGime of Pretoria whic:l, throu:h its,
apartheid system. was responsi:'le fer a consdder-abl,e number of ~th physical a,nd
mental disa.bilities. -, ' ,

,(£) " ~,-~icular er:tphasis should be laid on the need to ensure that rural
populations ~enefi.t.ed f'rom the preventive neasures chosen•

• -I,·'

(2) Heasures for early, rapid and effective detectnon .and t~eatment shoWd
be prori.ded :Cor•., '.- ""-,;" ', ....

~) The system of medical check-ups for sohool chi.l.dzen and prc']llL".nt
women should be made compulsory in courrrr-i.ea where it was not institutibnalized '1"1

as it' co~i!itut.ed an effect~ve'way o! track.i.n,3 down and preventinz disabilities. - ,
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4. Aspect of particioation in develo2~ent

30. (!..) "Full participation" should !Je consider'ed-'as a basic human ri2ht. As
disabled persons were victi~s of ,hanc.ij.caps created"by society, they coul d not' "
sol.ve .the probler.i-"of their participation ~Y:,~~~lenselves. Society had a r.loraJ
respol1si,bility 'which' ir,lplied tha·t Gov:e:rnr.lents' ,sl1ould rake action t-hrou.:h, their
natn.enal . developrJent plans. Such 'action e al.Led inter alia for adequate
le?slation, to 'enable the disa~)led to particip~te effectively in devcl.opment'
activities .." ' ,

, :.."_;~r~ ,.

'(b) Affirmative aotion should be tal~en to provide equality and equal '
opportunity to the disabled throuGh speci,al provisions on their :)ehalf. For
exanpl.~,·lejislation 'and '.administrati,ve ~lie~Gur;es ahould be' adopted whi.ch would
se~:~fl8;ide jobs' for the disabled in ~h tl:e private and the public sectors and
wo~·d· encour-age- 'the ~sabled to 1'10rlt independently in shel-tered workshops•

. (0) The direct action of the disabled shoul.d be considered as an ~8~ia.l
cornplei'errt, to ~vernment 'action uhile reco,31\izin[; the need for and the responsi­

1:i.lity of Governments to ac-t to ensure t he full ,participation of the disabled.

-:.' ,(,q)- 'Prime iniportanee 'should ~)e attached to activities aimed air pramotin3 'the'
estab!1s1unent of or:-:anizations of disabled persons in areas where t!ley did not
yet exist, as such or,s-anizations had been ,.a~)le to. a,cc-elerate tb~ inip1eoentation
<Jf ~ous ,pro~es, lezisla'tive measur-es and policies desi;jled to" ensure the
pa.rt'icipation of the' disa::>led.

(e)' Er.lpllasiG should je placed on t he importance of respectin:: national and
re.gio~ oul"tural differences and of avoidinG situa:tions ~J~,~~ .participation in
orsanizations for the disabled would set disabl'ed persons apart from the main­
stream and prevent them from partic:i:patin~~ fully in existin:: professional
asso.ciai:ions and :o'ther oi\?arUzations, or 'any tha.t ni,::ht' be est'ablished in their
respective communfties. '

(~ 00stacles Hhich prevented the access of disa~led persons:~o. human
set·~l.e.1ents should .~e eliL:inated. Sp~i;fic measures should' be provided for in
the context of rural devekopcierrt and l~ban pl,annin.~'~ to promote local architectural
characteristics that ~(ere in keepin.: ~,rlt'h the climate and to favour bOth the
.social intero;ration and the full participation of the disa:.:>led.

C~) The relevan-t' ,recori1i.1endaticn~,of the ,lieeional Ser.ti.nar :,on ---in'tra~riCan
oo-opei=ation should oe borne in" mind, 'particularly those conoernin:=: the use of
science and t echnol.o-jy in t~le prevention of disabilities .and rehabilitation of
the disabled. The Local, population' G a'::!ility -'co apply technolo,TI and 1:"he use of
local raw materials should be considered essential factors in ac.celera'tin..1 'the
develoJDent process. .. '
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(iv) Conclusions

31. An international convention should be drafted on t:1e eradication of dis­
crimination a ~,:ainst the disabled, oimilal" to other onnverrtrions adopted by the
in'tern.a"tional commurd.ty , The accession to SUCll a convention by the me!:~0er

Sta-'.:es and its ratification would be t~-10 of the major criteria for eva.LuatLn-;
pro:ress made in the imple:;lentation of the ;~orld Plan of Action for disability
prevention and rehabilitation of Gisaolcd persons.

E. CYrIER MATTERS RELATING TO REGIONAL »crrvrrrss

32. The ReJional Serri.nar- on IYDP, after havinG listened to the statements
nade by the representa-tives of national li~eration movements (ANC and PAC),
prepared a draft resolution for adoption :'y t11e third Conference of African
Ministers of Social Affairs, on the consequences of the racist and aaartheid
policy u South Africa and Namibia.

F. CONCLUSIONS AND RECa~IHENDATIONS

33- The conclusions and r-ecorcnendataons of the Seminar are contained in tl-TO

draft resolutions for consideration by -the third Conference of African Ministers
of Social Affairs (see-annexes I and II).
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ANNEX I

praft l"esolution on the consequenc:es of the racist and

apartheid oolio;' in South Africa and NaJili,))ia

The third Conference of the African: t:inisters of Social Affairs held in
Addis Ababa, EfSiopii; £rof.; ~J to fo October 1920, s:::

Deeply concerned that the racist and. apartheid policy 'of the regime in
Pretoria l'uth its pracJ~ices of torture, inprisonlilent and armed repression
constitutes,;one of 'the principal causec of the increase 'in the number of
disaDled persons amon: t!1e bl.ack population.

Not-ina that apartheid intrinsicall-J' constitutes a sour-ce of mental
repression and PSyc~lolo,:;"i.cal disorder as a result of the mass and nandat'or-y
uprootin3 and resettlenlent of t~le population in so-ealleq )10CleJ.AI\d~,".~ . ,

Also notin:: that' such upr-ootri.n j elivides fWlilics throu,:h the application
of dehumani.zdn: eoi.zrant Labour- Laws ,

Alfare that the r-eoul, t arrc econoud.c privation and poverty are Causes of
nal,nutrit'ion, uhic!1. leads to :~routh probl.ens and Dental retardation, not to
merrt'Lon the sense of inferiority, harassment and social iI1Gecurity experienced
by Jche bl.acl: population in South Africa and namibia,

Bearin.~ in r.:ina. t~le fact that the national liberation novemerrts which are
the spokesr.en o"f t~le najority of t~1e South African population are banned and
this denial of the ri .::.;ht of expression nakea ther.l less able to resist the
oppression,

Auare t:1a-= ;;he front-line States, Lesotho, 3uaziland and Zililbabue are the
tar[;ets of atcacks and bon~in.::;s by the racist and apartheid re,gioe in South Africa
in its atrterapts -'';0 atop those Staten from suppor-Hnr; the liberation struggle in
South Africa and Nar.1ihia,

1. Conder.ms the r-acdat rezine in Pretoria, uhich is the bastion of apartheid
for:

(!0 The system of permanent and fla:::rant oppression l'lhich it continues
to impose on the people of South Africa and NanrlDia;

(2) The atrocities uh.ich are at ;;he root of the ever ~(>l'r.in:; number
of disabled persons~

<0 The refusal to ::rant -the people their le:;iticate ri::lt to social
justice.
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2. Further condemns the racist regime of South Africa, the country of
apartheid, for its,:at"tacks..ae;ainst t'he .fr-ont-line -States as' well -as Lesotho,
Swaziland and Zir.lba"uwe;

3. Appeals to the Oreanization of African Unity to provide the li:)eration
movements l-lith .the __J').~essa.ry ...resources ..Lor the rehabilitation -and the technical
and vocational trainin] of dd sabl.ed persons;

4. "Invites the delibera,tive bodies of "the United Nations to ensure that
the necessary budgetaz-y credits are available to enabl.e the IYDP secretariat
and the Uriited Nations Devel.opmerrt; Pro ::,ramnle to assist the national liberation
moveuenta recoJllized by the Oreanization of African Unity in' implementin-:: their
pro::rammes of action for the rehabilitation of the disabled and their
socio-economic inte:~ation in their oomrauni.tLea;

5. Ur~ently requests the Organization of African Unity and the financial
institutions of the United Nations system to provide financial and material
assistance to the front-line States as well as to Lesotho", Swaziland and
Zimbabwe.
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Draft resolution 'on t~1e conclusions. aad recommendations '

.or the Re.:ional Seminar 'on tt,e International Year
of disabled persona

The third Conference of African 1,1inisters 01 Social Affairs, meet'in~ in
~~,aba, Etl11o!ll.a, f~m :J to 18&fober BG~----

,-~: .', .. I

IIann :..£onsiciered the report of the Re vionak Tec;mical Meetin,~: and the
Regional Serzi.nar- on the ai:-llS of t11e International Year of Daaacl.ed Persons,

. Conecious 'of,the major ca~nes of disability and the maanitude of the
problerJs of' the disabled in Africa,

T~dn~ into account ag,gression and its effects on the incidence of
disabilit'y ~

Considering that the current Gocio-econor:1ic envi r-onmerrt uhich Jives rise
to disability is frequently di.ctated by ro..-ternal circumstances" beyond the
contro~ of the .GOvernnents of the· re:~ion,

!!l...1.ttD!.~ of the solidarity and llospitality which characterize African
cuseoas and tradiTions,

Recallin,~ the two declarations adopted by the United Nations Gen~ral

Assembly concernin:; the ri~:lts of the nental.Ly retarded and of disahle'd persons
of 1971 and 1975 r-espectdvely ,

Conscious that the masuitude and 'scope of problems are such that an
appropriate solution cannot ;:>e found throu::;h conventional means but requires
the application ~f science and technolo i3Y,

Considerin,'" that because of the nature of the problen and in particular th~

underlyins causes of disability, the countr-Les of the ref3i,on must di.schar-ge their
obliaations to society and under-cake appropriate action with a view to chan~l

the current situation radically and facilitatins the inteLjration of the disabled
into societYt

Considerin-" also that the nature and problem of c1.isabil,ity in Afric,a imply
that the international coununit3' CllOuld dascharv-e its mor-al, .and social obligations
and inal~e 'an effective contribution» particularly as the causes, of ,disabilii;y" ar-e
often imposed on Africa by external phenomena such as decolonization, stru3eles
for liberation, a 'jgr~sion and socio-economic conditiona resultin,: .from an
unjust; international econonri,c order f
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Observinq :that t.h~ -_C()~;,l,endaple efforts under-taken by A;f.r.ican States are not
zenerally developed and incorporated in the f'r-amewor-k of socio-econocic planning
and that isolated action '-in fhiG area of'ten entails a ~""aste of available
resources,

aecOlillJends t hat :

1.. Priori ty action should be taken to establish an appropriate system of'
data collection Hit~ t:1e afm of obtaarrin; statistical daca on the najndtude and
scope of the problem' of disability; -,.

2. An exhaustive inventory should be taken of available resources for
disability prevention, the rehabilitation of the cli.saoled and their socio-econotnic
re-inte~ation;

3. The pro.:;rammes provided for in the areas of disability, prevention and
rehabilitation of the disabled should be incorporated in socio-economic planninJ
in the li:ht of the statistical data mentioned a~1Ove;

4. Budjet'ar-y allocations should ~)e increased si :;nif~cantly so that
intensive action micht be ta1~en a,Zainst the principal causes of disability, in
particular, measures such as car.tpai")lS. acainst commundcabl.e di.seaaes and
co-ordinated prosramn:es for the production, quality control andd.istr~bution

of vaccines against these diseases;

5. A permanent; national, co-ordinatin..1 body should he eetablLshedj

6. AdrainiS"trative and le'j.sl?tive texts should be revised to brin:: them
into line ~dth the two General Asse~~)ly declaration3 on the ri~hts of the
mentally retarded and the ri =':~ltS of disabled persons;

7. Affinnative action should be t aken to provide equal opportunity for the
disabled and enable thet:1 to have access to social services and be integrated in
their corinundt'l; ,

c. All initiatives'to adapt tec~uiolo~7 to the needs of the disabled, ~y

usin:3 local Low-oost materials particularly in the rural areas, sho'uld be
encour-a jedt

9. 'Subregional and re6-ional co-oper-atLon should be Lrrt ensf.f'Led with a
view to findin.~ common appropriate solutions to similar probl.ens faced .at various
levels throu~h a reGional institute or other or,:;an trhioh troul.d ser-ve these ends;

, ,

10. The secretariats of 'ECA and can should be strencthened so that they
mi.jht playa mor-e important role in co-ordanatLn.j activities in the region for
the implementation of t he present z-ecomaendatLonej
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11. A resional seminaz; of a teclmical nature, should be or:zanized under
the auspices of ECA and OAU for the exclusive purpose of takinS an inventory
of the resources and means available in the region and held immediately before
the fourth Conference of African Hinisters of Social Affairs;

12. The aeenda of the fourth Conference of African i.!inisters of Social
Affairs should contain an item on t~le Lnventor-y of the re2ion's resources and
means;

13. Appropriate priority should be given to projects on disability
prevention and the rehabilitation of "the disabled in the context of requests
for assistance submitted to the competent United Nations bodies;

14. The relevant United Nations authorities should be ureed to take into
account the regional characteristics of Africa in the Lon ,.~-tern Plan ot Action,
bearing in mind 'the above-mentioned recommendations;

15. The activities and pro~es of non~vernmen:tal or~ations

should be consistent l·rlth national developnent plans.




