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A, INTRODUCT ION

Organization and ob;ectzves of the bemlnar _ o Ny

X4 The Reolonal Semlnar on, TYDP was-held at Afrlca Hall Addis Ababa, on 6 and
7 Octoaer 1“? - It was orﬁanlzed under the joint auspices of the Orpanization of
African Unity, the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa, and the IYDP
-secretariat, The Government of Ethiopia:provided host- faqlllt;es for the

2.  The Seminar, whose aim was to consider the nost effective wrys of attaining

the objectives of the Year and of ensurin- observance of the principles of the

Declaration of the Ri~hts of Disabled Persons and of the Declaration on the

Ri -hts of Mentally Retarded Persons and to contribute to the draftin- of a

lonrtern pro-ramme of action, was convened in accordance with the prov151ons

of the Plan of Action for the Year adopted by the United Nations General Assembly

in resolution 34/154 whereby the recional commissions were urged to or anize

regional méetings or seminars that would provide a forum for sharin- experiences
and seeking the most effective ways of implementinz initial and. complementary
measures in order to.attain the obJectlves of the Year. The Seminar was also
orzanized in accordance with the provisions of CAU resolutions Ch/594(£XX) and

Gw/Res.724(XXXIII) and ECA Conference of Ministers resolution 395(XV) concerning

activities ‘to be conducted for and on behalf of disabled persoas in obsurvance

of the Year, :

Attendance

3« Delegatisdiis from the. followln countr1es partlc1pated in the Seminart
Alceria, Angola, Benin, Botswana, Burundi, the Central African Republic; the
Conzo, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, E't:Luopla, Gabon, the Ga_mo:.a, Ghana, Guinea,
the Ivory Coast, Liberia, the Libyan Arab Jamah1r1va. Lalawi, Mall,I’ozanblque,
the Nizer, Nigeria, Rwanda, Senegal, the Sudan, Swazatand, Tumisia, Ugenda, the
United Republic of Cameroon the United Republic of Tanzanlap Zzire and-Zambia,

be' " The followlnw Unlted Natlons orcanizations were represented° UNICEF WHO, -
UNHCR, UNDP and ILO.

Se Representatives of the following organizations participated as observers:
the World Council for the Welfare of the Blind, Rehabilitalicu Intcrnational,
the Leasue of Red Cross Societies, the Royal Association in A3sd cf the Deaf and
Dumb, Goodwill Industries of America, the Pan-African Yomen's Organization, the
Pan—Africanist Conress.-of ‘Azania”{South Africa), the Africon Neticral Con-ress,
ALERT (Ethlopla), World Vision International:, -the Lutheran World Federation,
Christian Relief and Deveiopment ‘the Conmlssion for the Handicapped of the
United States, and the Association for Social Work Education in Africa. A
representative of the Advisory Cormittee for IYDP was also presant. -
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Opening of the Seminar . et e

6. The Executive Secretary of the Um.\.ed Nat: ons Economic Commission for Africa,
Mr. Adeba.yo Adedeji, personally pregsided over the opening meeting.of the Rezional

Seminar on IYDP. His Excellency Mr. Kassa Xebede, liinister of Labour and Soc1al

Affairs of Ethiopia and also Chairman of the National Council of the Internmational
Year of Disabled Persons, welcomed the participants on behalf of the Govermment of
Ethiopia. Then Mr, N. Djoudi, Actins Secretary-General of 0AU, Mrs., Zala N'Kanza,
Executive Secretary of IYDP, and Mr. Adebago Adedeii, Executive Secreta.ry of ECA,
ea.ch n*ade an. openlna statement. .

Election of of ficers

7. The Serunar unanimously e.ected the follow.n'fr officerss

Chairman : Mr, Kdssa Kebede, Minister of Labour and Social
: Affan.rs of Ethiopia _

First Vice=Chairman : Mr, F.Q. Amenah, Minister of Labour, Youth and
’ : ‘ Social Affairs of Ghana

,f.second Vico-Chairmans Dr. Ma.A. Tayeb, Member of the National Comnittee
) of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya

Third Vice=Chairman 3 Mrs, Oliveira; Minister of Social Affairs and the.
Protection of Women of Gabon

Rapporteur ¢ ir. Mordecai A.S, Khunalo, Permanent Secretary of
‘ . the Mlnlstry of Home Affairs of Swaziland ,
Vice=Rapporteur ¢ Kir. Gaoussou Tr*aorep Chief of the Section of Disanlecl

Persons of Mali and Permanent Secretary of the l‘*aha.n
" Coumittee for "YDP '

8. A steerinz committee, ecn.;ls*:r_::; of thc .tfiz2rs cnd one representative each -
of the IYDP, ECA and OAU secretariats was also et up to co—ordinate the work of
the Seminar,

Adoption of the azenda

-

Ce The Seminar adopted the followih« agenda;:

1. Adoption of the nepor't of the Renonal Techruca.l Mee‘ciny _

2. Resional co~operation concerning dn.sablllty preventz.on and '
re.habllltatlon of t_.e dlSabled CoT

1/ The Seminar decided that the national statements submitted by the
delesations would be attached as annexes to the report of the Re-ional
Technical Meetin~,
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3. Long<term pro-rariie of action
4. Other matters relatin: tc regibnal'activities

5. Adopticn of the report.

e

3 ADOPTION UF TIE REPCRT CF TITZ REGICNAL TECHNICAL IiEETING

10, The Chalrnan of the Reg1onal Technical meet1n~,IAr.I ahary Magho, Permanent
Secretary in the Iinistry of Labour and Social Affairs of Ethiopia briefly introduced
the report of .the Regional Technical Meeting and its conclusions and rpoommendatzons,
which are attaohed as an annex to this report.

11. He s 11d that the natlonal qtauements submltted by the experts from different
African countries had confirmed the absence of reliable statistics on the situation
of disabled persons in Africa.': He added that the scope and magnitude of the problem
of disability was such that it necessitated the development of a concerted plan of
action to cope with a situation affecting over 45 million persons. He stressed in
particular that progress had been limited in the areas of disability pirevention

and the rchabilitation of the disabled, where no appreciable radical change had

been observed. Xz emphacized the need for African Governments to take concerted
action to combat effextively the causes of disability. :

12. The Chairman of the Rerlonal Technlcal Meeting summed up the five major areas
on which the eAperte had focused. thelr attentlon and excﬁanged views. -

g} D&uab111ty preventvon,.

(E) EqLal rizhts and opportunity;

(g) "Appropiriate technolo~y for the dlsaoled'
(d) 7Tecinicil co-operation;

QE) Follow-up action to the activities undertaken durina IYDP,

13. He also pointed out that the experts had taken into account certain basic
considerations., which had guided them in formulating their ‘conclusions and /
recommendaiicnz. Those considevations included wars of liberation; aggression
perpetrated agains: African peoples, provinz that some disabilities which affected
Africans had their origin outside the continent ; and the socio—economic environment,
and are all fcotors contributing to the increase in the number of disabled. s

14e The experts also felt it important to keep in mind the Africar traditions of
solidarity and hosritality, while at the same time aclmnowledzing that the nature
and magnitude of problems relating to disability in Africa were .such that the
international communlty should assume 1ts responsibilities.

15. The Vlue~Chu1*man of the Rezicnal Technlcal Meeting read out the seven chapters
containing the conclusions and recommendations.
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16. The Seminar took note of the report of the Rezional Technical Meeting and
endorsed its conclusions and recommendations,

C. REGIONAL TECHNICAL CO-OFERATION CONCERNING DISASILITY PREVENTION AND
THE REEABILITATION OF DISABLED FERSONS

17, Consideration of that item was based on the report of the Re-ional Technical
Meetiny and on docurient OAU/ESCAS/IYDP/WD3, submitted by Dr. Owosina, an OAU
consultant, on the subject of the scope and dimensions of the problem of disability,
major causes of disability and measures likely to reduce or prevent disability.

18, The Seminar felt that co-ordination and co~operation should begin with:'

(a) A publicity campai-n at the natlonal level in which Nat10nal Comnittees .
(1nclud1n0 NGOs) ‘should play an essential role in co-ordinatin~ IYDP. activities;

(2) An 1nventory of natlonal, suore~1ona7 and re—zonal technlcal resources
and material and human potential, which would lead to the establishment of a
recional research and trainine institute or the reinforcement of existin~
institutes, the establislment of. factories for assenblin~ or manufacturin-
rehabilitation equipment and tecimical aids (canes, crutches, prosthetic devices,
wheelchairs) using local materials, the wmanufacture of braille paper makin-g it
possible to develop a Braille press and Braille literature for the visually
handicapped; the establishment of lahoratories for vaccine producticon and control,
ete,. Such co-operation would help to avoid duplication and waste of human and
financial resources at the rerional level. :

19. The Seminar felt that the basic principles that served as a basis for
modalities of co-operation with the United Nations agencies needed to be defined
and recomiended that:

(2) United Nations asencies should offer technical advice and contribute to
the financing of projects;

(E) Such prdjécts.éhould be desi-ned and plﬁnned by countries themselves on
the basis of their specific needs under national development plansg

(9) Forei m experts should have detailed knowiedge of the realities and needs
of ¢countries to which they lend their services and priority should be ~iven to
African experts, of whom an updated list should be prepared by ECA and OAU;

(a) Non-~overnmental or-anizations should inte rate their activities and
pro-rammes into national pians for economic, social and cultural development.

20, The participants stressed the fact that Africa was overly dependent on the
outside world and that Africa needed first and foremost o rely on its own human
and material resources and use them judiciously within the framework of intra-African
co—operation which was increasin~ly bein- felt as an urzent and vital necessity.

I



BCA/OAU/ TYDP.3O/RET .2
ge 5

2l. The participants, havin; noted the lack or proven inadequacy of ‘all types of
co~operation at all .levels among African countries, stressed the need to promote
su*reglonal and reszional co-operation with a view to finding a comion solution to
problems facing African Statec. Accordlnc to the participants, intermaticnal
co~operation should, its evident importance notwitihstandinz, serve to support and
strensthen tle effortu already rade by States in the region.

D. LCIG-TER. FRCGRAMME CF ACTION

22, The Executive Secretary of the International Year of Disabled Persons, in
1ntrodu01nv aoenda iten 3, nentioned that the Plan of Action for the Year; -adopted

the General Assexdly in resolution 34/154, recommended that. at the international
level “"A draft lonz—term programme of action should be prepared Ly the Secretary-
General in cansultation with member States, the relevant organs; orzanizations: and
Sodies within: the United-Nations "systéi and International non-sovermmental organiza-
tions of and for disabled persons, which should be considered by the Advisory
Coruuittee at one of its proponed ¢uture sessions; and the ‘draft lengterm programme
of action should then e submitted to the General Ascembly at its tnlrtv'slxth
session" (1n 19J1) _7 )

23. Pursuant to that General Aase.bly recomdendatlon and to serve as a basis for
consultation, the Secretary-General of the United Nations had submitted a conceptual
framework for consideration by Govermments, -United Nations specialized agencies and-
non=governiental orsanizations. The fra:ework had been sent to the various bodies
nentioned above under cover of a note vervale from the Secretary-General in WMarch
1600. Owing to the little tiwme availahle, as of June 1380, Governmments had not
been able to transmit o the Secretary-General tlheir comuents and suggestions on -
the conceptual framework. It had thus Deen necessary to take advantage of regional
consultations in order to elicit the views, suggestions and comirents of uovernments,
agencies and non—govermnental ors~anizations in each region. ‘ -

2L, The Seminar reviewzcd {he conceptual fracework and adopted the four major .
priority aspects proposed by the Secretary-General for wihich solutions might be
found in the contexi of international co-operation 3 tie humanitarian aspect,

the psychological aspect, the disability prevention aspect and the aspect of
participation in development., After an eichanze of views, participants formulated
recormendations that misht serve as the rezion®s contribution to the formulation
of the draft pro-raie of zction., The followin: recommendations were formulated
on the basis of the major ciapters of the conceptual framework of the World Plan
of Action, namely, the aii: and scope of the pro~ranie, tiie fundamental principles
on whicl: the prozramie should be based, the or-anization of the pro-ramie and
specific measures and conclusions.

_/ A/34/15C, para. 74(°>- ‘ _ .



ECA/OAU/ TYDP.CO/RET. 2
Pame 6

(i) Agm and scope of the pro-rasiie

25. (a) The relevant reconzendatlonu of the I1YDP Advisory Comuittiee as contained
in the IYDP World Plan of Action adopted by the General Assenbly in resolution
34/154 should be taken into account,

(é) Provisions should be made for monitorin;, evaluation and review
mechanisiis in the pro~ramme in order to ensure its effective implenentation.

(g) In draftins of the pro-ramwie, particular stress should be laid on the
importance to be accorded to acdtivities carried out Ly disabled persons themselves
and on the promotion of orsanizations of disabled persons at the national,
subregional and 1nternat10nal levels.

(11) Fundamental Brlncagles on wh1ch the gro ramme of Qvtzon should be_based

26. (a To the principle of the peaceful settlenment of inteimational disputes
sheuld'be' added that of the lesitimacy of the struggle for national liberation.in
the face of the hostile refusal on the part of the Colonial Powers to grant-
peoples under their domination their independemce in accordance with General
Assembly resolution 1514 (XV). 7he international community must accord that

rizht to the peoples of South Africa, Namibia and Palestlne. The environment
created by tl:e persistence af colonialism in those regions and the continued
racist and apartheid policy of the Pretoria rezime forced the people to resort to
armed. struzgle to reszain their 1ndependence and tna1r disnity.

(3) The international and regional 1nstruments adopted by the Unl ed Nations
General Assenbly: and the Orsanization of Afrlcan Unity concernlnﬁ disabled
refugees should be included.

(g) Reference should be made to the principle of the rizht to work and the
fact stressed that the disablied had the same ri-ut “o independent work as other
individuals. ' : '

(d) .The ri-ht to education, trainin- and information should e 1n01uded amon=
the fundasiental principles since it was a prerecu151te of the full participation of
he dlsabl ed .

(iii) Ormanization of the prosramme and sdyecific measures

1. Huanitarian aspect

27. (a) The broad use of the word "husanitarian" should be clarified. Yaile the
concept frequently ccnnoted charitv, -enerally it covered the notions of both
buman ri-shts and social justice. o

(o) Provision should de nade for machineries at tie resional and, if possible,
international levels in addition to the national commiissions to study the various
forms of discrimination a~ainst the disabled.
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2 Pszcholo~ica1 aspect

2C, (a) Specific measures shoyld be develnped-to educate the publlc in zeneral
and the families of the disabled in particular so that they mi-ht become less .
sensitive and rid themselves of feelinzs of shame and w1thdrawal. The role and
responsibility of mothers of disabled children in ithat context were essential.
Without trainin; or information, -they implanted in their children and their
families attitudes which prevented the disabled from realizing their full potential
and that of their envlronment in. ceneral., ‘

(b) Hithin the frameuor& of public infornation and training campaims, and
partlcﬁlarly within the scliools, provision should be made for panphlets, posters,
special lessons and personal contacts to change attitudes and behaviours towarda
the diSableda All information media available should be moblllzed to that end. :

(c) Rellﬂlous and other charitaole or~anlzat10ns should be requested to -
make e?forts to modify those parts of their teachiny which had become obsolete
in the llvht of scientific knowledge. In certain forms relizious education might
sometiines convey negative attitudes marked vy condescension and: paty w1th respect .
tO the dlua.bled. VoL . . i o (R ’ =

Cﬂ) The need snould be enphasazed to include a section on the psyehological
aspect? of dealing with the disabled as part of the.curriculum of training
prograrmes for administrative personrel who would be concerned with problems of '
disability. preventlon and rehaollltatlon of the disabled. '

1'3n“' D1uab111ty prevention aspect

2C, (_) In that chapter of the prorranne of actlon, the relevant recomuendatzons‘
made by the Re"1ona1 Technical lfeetin- and the Seminar relating to disability
preventlon in Afr1ca should be 1nc1uded as priority issues.

(b) Streqs should be placed once aﬂaln on the need to appeal to the inters"
national comfunity to condemn the racist regime of Pretoria which, throush its
apartheid system,was respon51\le for a con31deraole nunber of both paysical and
mental dlsabllltleS. :
(c) Ehrtlcular enphasis should be laid on the need to ensure tnat rural ’
populatlons oeneflted f!om the preventlve rleasures chosen, :

(_) Measures for early, rapld and effectlve detection and treatment should
be provided for.. .

(_) The system of med10a1 check—-ups for school children and premant
women should be made compulsory in countriss where it was not institutionalized ‘
- as it cons%&tuted an effective way of trackins dowm and preventlng disabilities. -~
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L. Aspect of participation in developuent

30, (a) "Full participation" should be considered as a basic human rishte  As
disabled persons were victims of handicaps created by society, they could not
solve the probleni of their participation by themselves. Society had a noral
responeibility which implied that Governments should take action tiarou-h their
national . developrment plans. Such action ealled inter alia for adequate
lesiglation to enaole tae dlsaaled to partlclpate effectively in development
acL1v1t1es.- S,

(D) Affirmative action should be taken to provide equality and equal .
opportunity to the disabled throush special provisions on their behalf, For
exanple lesislation and administrative ieasures should be adopted which would
set.-aside jobs for the disabled in Doth the prxvate and the public sectors and
would encourawe the disabled to worl independently in sheltered workshops,

(g) ‘The dlrect action of the disabled should be considered as an egsential
compleaent to rovernment action while recosnizing the need for and the responsi=
Hlity of Governments to act to ensure the full participation of the disabled,

 -'d)- Prime inportance should he attached to activities aimed at promotinz the
establishment of or~anizations of disabled persons in areas where they did not
yet ex1st, as such orzanizations had been able to accelerate the implementation
of various prosramies, lesislative neasures and policies desi ned to ensure the
partlclpatlon of tae disabled,. N

(e Enphaals should be placed on the 1nportance of respectin: natienal and
regio cultural dif{erences and of avoidinz situations where participation in
orzanizations for the disabled would set dlsabled persons apart from the maine
stream and prevent them from participatin; fully in existin: professional
associations and .other or~anlzat10ns or anv that ni-zht be estaollshed in their
respective comnunities.

(f) Obstacles which prevented the access of disabled persons to human
settlenents should 2e clininated. Specific measures should be provided for in
the context of rural developrient and urban plannin- to promote local architectural
characteristics that were in keepin~ with the climate and to favour both the
social inte~ration and the full participation of the disabled.

(v) The relevant recomiendations of the Regional Seminar ‘on intre=-African
eo-operation should be borne in m;nd, ‘particularly those concernin: the use of
science and technolosy in the prevention of d1533111t1esﬁand rehabilitation of
the disabled, The local population’s ability to apply technolory and the use of
local raw materials should be considered essential factors in accelerat1n~ tae
developnient process.
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(iv) Conclusions

31. An international convention should be drafted on the eradication of dis-
crimination a-ainst the disabied, similar to other cnnventions adopted by the
international community. The accession to such a convention by the meiber
States and its ratification would be two of the major criteria for evaluatin-~
pro-ress made in the implemnentation of the World Plan of Action for disability
prevention and rehavilitation of disabled persons.

E,. OTHER MATTERS RELATING TO REGIONAL ACTIVITIES

32, The Rezional Seminar on IYDP, after having listened to the statements

rade by the representatives of national liberation movements (ANC and PAC),
prepared a draft resolution for adoption by tiae third Conference of African
Uinisters of Social Affairs on the consequences of the racist and apartheid
policy in South Africa and Namibia,

F.  CONCLUSIONS AND RECQMMENDATIONS

33« The conclusions and recomnendations of the Seminar are contained in two
draft resolutions for consideration by the third Conference of African HMinisters
of Social Affairs (see annexes I and II).
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ANNEX T

Draft resolution on the consequences of the racist and

apartheid voliev in South Africa and Namidia

The third Con;erence of the A;r1c“nIA1nlsters of Social A:Aalrs held in
e e e e e e a—
Addis Ababa, Etliopiz, from 0 to 10 October 15CO,

Deeply concerned that the racist ancd apartheid policy of the regime in
Pretoria with its practices of torture, inprisonuent and armed repression
constitutes.one of the principal causes of the increase 'in the nuniber of
disavbled pérsons amon- the blaclkk populatlon,

Noting that apartheid intrinsically constitutes a source of mental
repression and psycholozical disorder as a result of the mass and nandatory
uprooting and resettlement of the population in so—called ﬂOﬁQ;and&,w‘,

Also not1n~ that’ such uprootin-~ divides fanlxlcs throu-~h the appllcatlon
of delmmanizin - emisrant labour laws,

Avare that the resultant econouic privation and poverty are causes of
nmalnutrition, which leads to srowth problems and mental retardation, not ¢
nmention the sense of inferiority, harassment and social insecurity experienced
oy the black population in Soutlh Africa and lamibia,

Bearin~ in rind the facet that the national liberation moveinents which are
the spokesiien of tie najority of the South African population are banned and
this denial of the ri-ht of expression makes them less atle to resist the
oppression,

Avare that the front-line Staoes, Lesotho, Gwaziland and Zimbabwe are the
targets of attacks and bombinss by the racist and apartheid resgime in South Africa
in its attempts to stop those States from aupport'__7§E?TTberat1on struggle in
South Africa and Hamibia,

1. Condeuns the racist rerite in Pretoria, which is the bastion of apartheid
for: :

(é) The system of permanent and fla-rant oppression whick it continues
to impose on the people of South Africa and Hamioiaj

(é) The atrocities which are at che root of the ever srowin~ number
of disabled persons;

(SQ The refusal to -rant the people their le~itimate ri~sht to social
justice,
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2. Further condemns the racist regime of South Africa, the country of
apartheid, for its.attacks. against the-front-line States as well-as Lesotho,
waziland and Zinbabwes : .

3. Appeals to the Organization of African Unity to provide the liberation
movenents with the necessary resources.for the rehabilitation. and the tecnnlcal
and vocational trainin-: of disabled persons;

L. Invites the deliberative bodies of the United Nations to ensure that
the necessary budgetary credits are available to enable the IYDP secretariat
and the United Nations Development Pro-ramme to assist the national liberation
movenents reco-nized by the Organization of African Unity in implementin- their
proramies of action for the rehabilitation of the disavled and their
socio-economic intesration in their comuunities;

5. Urgently requests the Organization of African Unity and the financial
institutions of the United Nations system to provide financial and material
assistance to the front-line States as well as to Lesotho, Swaziland and
Zinmbabwe,
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ANNEX IT
Draft resolution -on the conclusions and recommengexions‘

Wi T of the Revlonal Seminar ‘on the International Year

of dis aoled persons

The third Conference of African liinisters of Social Affairs, meetin; in -
AZEEE:_EEﬁionia, from © to 10 Octouer 12C0,.

Hav1nv considered tne report of the Re-lonal Tecimical Meetin~ and the
Regional Seminar on the aiuts of the International Year of Disabled Férsons,

Conccious of . the major causes of disability and the magnitude of the
problenu of the disabled in Afrieca,

Taldn~ into gccount agoression and its effects on the incidence of
disability, : .

Con51der1ng that the current socio—econoniic environment nhlch sives rise
to disability is frequently dictated by external circumstances, beyond the

control of the Governnents of the region,

In the l;ght of the solldar1ty and hospitality which characterlze African
customs and traditions,

Recallin~— the two declarations adopted by the United Nations General
Asgembly concernin~ the ri-hts of the mentally retarded and of disabled persons
of 1971 and 1975 reqpectlvely,

Conscious that the mamitude and scope of problems are such that an ‘
apmropriate solution cannot be found throu-~h conventional means but requires
the application of science and technolopy, :

Considerin> that because of the nature of the nroblen and in particular the
underlying causes of disability, the countries of the recion must discharge their
obligations to society and undertalie appropriate action with a view to changinz
the current situation radically and facilitatins the inte-ration of the disabled -
into societv,

Considerin- also that the nature and problem of disability in Africa imply
that the international cowmunity should dischar-~e its moral .and social obligations.
and make an effective contribution, particularly as the causes of disability are.
often imposed on Africa by external phenonena such as decolonization, struggles
for liberation, a~gression and socio-economic conditions resultin- from an
wmjust international econoumic order,
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Observins that the commendable efforts undertaken by African States are not
~senerally developed and incorporated in the framework of socic-econoric planning
and that isolated action“in this area often entails a waste of available

resources,

Recortnends that

l. Priority action should be taken to establish an appropriate system of
data collection with the aim of obtainin~ statistical data on the na;nltude and
scope of the proolem of disability; . ‘

2. An exhaustive inventory should be taken of available resources for
disability prevention, the rehabilitation of the disabled and their socio=economic
re—-intesration;

3¢ The pro-rammes provided for in the areas of disability prevention and
rehabilitation of the disabled should be incorporated in socio=economic plannins
in the li~hit of the statistical data mentioned above;

Le Bud~etary allocations shouid he increased si-nificantly so that
intensive action micht be taken acainst the principal causes of disability, in
particular, measures such as campai ms apainst communicable diseases and
co-ordinated procrammes for the production, quality céntrol and-distribution
of vaccines against these diseases;

5. A permanent national co-ordinatins body should be established;

6. Administrative and lezislative texts should be revised to brin- them
into line with the two General Assenbly declarationq on the ri-hts of the
mentally retarded and the ri-ats of disabled persons;

7. Affirmative action should be taken to provide equal opportunity for the
disabled and enable them to have access to social services and be intesrated in
their cormmunity;

G4 All initiatives to adapt technolo:y to the needs of the disabled, by
usinz local low-cost materials particularly in the rural areas, should be
encoura-eds

9. Subregional and regional co-operation should be intensified with a
view to findine~ comrzon appropriate solutions to similar problens faced at various .
levels throuch a rezional institute or other orsan which would serve these ends;

10. The sec¢retariats of ECA and OAU should be strengthened so that they
nizht play a more important role in co-ordinatin> activities in the region for
the implementation of the present recomiendations:
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11, A rezional seminar of a technical nature, should be organized under
the auspices of ECA and OAU for the exclusive purpose of takins an inventory
of the resources and means available in the region and held immediately before
the fourth Conference of African liinisters of Social Affairs;

12, The agenda of the fourth Conference of African i‘inisters of Social
Affairs should contain an item on tae inventory of the region's resources and
means;

13« Appropriate priority should be given to projects on disability
prevention and the rehabilitation of the disabled in the context of requests
for assistance submitted to the competent United Nations bodies;

14+ The relevant United Nations authorities should be urged to take into
account the regional characteristics of Africa in the Lono~term Plan of Action,
dearing in mind the above-mentioned recommendations;

15, The activities and prosrammes of non-sovernmental orgzanizations
should be consistent with national development plans.,





