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A TNTRCDUCTION

Organization ond ob;ect:.ve of the bemnar C Ny

o X5 The Reolonal Semtnar' on TYDP was. "‘eld at Afrlca Hall ‘Addis Ababa, on 6 and
v O’ctoaer 1“001 It was or'raruzed under the joint auspices of the Organization of
Afriean Unitv, the United Nations Economic Cormission for Africa, and the IYDP
secreta.rlat. The Covernment of Ethiopia.provided ’ws-l:‘-fa.'ci‘l"ities for the
t . i B e Lo

2. . The Seminar, whose aim was to consider the nost effective wryz of attaining

the objectives of the Year and of ensurin< observance of the principles of the

Declaration of the Ri-~hts of Disabled Persons and of the Decleration on-the

Ri :hts of Mentally Retarded Persons and to contribute to the draftin of a

lonr~term prosramme of action, was convened in accordance with the provisions

of the Plan of Action for the Year adopted by the United Nations General Assembly

in resolution 34/154 whereby the resional commissions were urged to or:anize

regional méetings or seminars thiat would provide a forum for sharin:s experiences
and seekingz the most effective ways of 1mp1enen1:1n initial and.complémentary
measures in order to.attain the obJect1ves of the Year. The Seminar was also
orzanized in accordance with the provisions of CAU resolutions Q4/564 (L) and

(M/Res.?ZA()ODKIII) and ECA Conference of Ministers resolution 396(XV) conceéining

activities "to be conducted for and on behalf of disabled persons in obsmce

of the Year. ‘

Attmdé.;lé:e |

3e Delegata.ons from the. follow:l.n countrles part:.c:l.pated in the Seminar?
Algeria, Angola, Behin, Botswana, Burundi, the Central African Republic, the
Conzo, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, Etuuopla, Gabon, the Gambia, Ghana, Guinea,
the Ivory Coast, Liberia, the Libyan Arab J amalumya, alawi, Mal:L9 Hozambique,
the Niger, Nigeria, Rwanda, Senegal, the Sudan, Swazatand, Tunisia, Ugenda, the
United Republic of Cameroon the United Republic of Tanzam.ap Zaire and- Zambia.

be' The, fol].ow:.n'7 Umted Natlons orsanizations were repr'm;entc~cio UNICEF WHO, -
UNHCR, UNDP and ILO.

De Representatives of the following orpanizations participated as observers:
the World Council for the Welfare of the Blind, Re.l_zabili‘:a‘:icn International,
the Leasue of Red Cross Societies, the Royal Association in A3Sd of the Deaf and
Duwitzy Goodwill Industries of America, the Pan-~African Jomen's Organization, the
Pan—-Africanist Conrress-of ‘Azania”{South Afriea), the Africon Naticnal Concress,
ALERT (Ethiopia), World Vision International, -the Lutheran World Federation,
Christian Relief and Deveiopment the Cozﬂmssion for the Handicapped of the
United States, and the Association for Social Work Education in Africa. A
representative of the Advisory Committee for IYDP was also presant. -
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Opening of the Seminar o TS,

-Seminar on IYDP, HWis Excellency Mr. Kassa Xebede, linister of Labour and Social
Affairs of Ethiopia and alse Chajrman of the National‘Council of the International
Year of Disabled_Phrsons,.welcomed'fhé'partiéipants on behalf of the Government of
Ethiopia. Then Mr, N. Djoudi , Acting Secretary--General of QAU; Mrs. Zalg N'Kanza,
Executive Secretary of IYDP, and Mp. Adebayoyﬁdedeji, Executive Secretgry of ECA,
each made an.opening statement, o : S ' .

Eleétian of . of ficers

7« The Seminar unanimously elected the foiiowing of ficerss

Ghairman # Mr. Xagsa Kebede, Minister of Labour and Social
, : - Affairs'pf Ethiopia B _ .
First Vice-Chairman # Mr, F,Q. Anezah, Minister of Labour, Youth ‘and
. . Social Affaips of Ghana - L .
.. Second Vice-Chairman: Dr. M.A. Tayeb, Member of the Naticnal Committee
’ L - of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya -
Third Vice-Chairman Mrs, Oliveira, Minister of Social Affairs and the. -
Protection of Women of Gabon ‘

Mr. Mordecai A.S. Xhumato, Permanent Secretary of

. the Ministry of Home Affairs of Swaziland .
Vice~Rapporteur P Mr.‘Gaoussou.Traorep Chief of the Section of Disabled

Persons of lati and Permanent Secretary of the Malian
Committee for TYDP , : o . -

o8

Rapporteur

8. A steering committesg, condoting of the 47 aaes cnd one representative each -
of the IYDP, ECA and OAU secretariats was also set up to co-ordinate the work of
the Seminayr,

Adopti?? of the azenda

\

+  The Seninar adopted the followins agenda: L
1, " Adoption of the'nepbrt of the Rerional Technical Mééfinqlf_ o

2. Rezional co-operation concerning, disability prevention and - -
rehabilitation of thg-disabled - S X K Co

1/ The Seminar decided that the national statements submitted by the
delezations would be attached as annexes to the report of the Re-ional
Technical Meetin-~,
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3. Long<term pro-ramne of action
L. Other nmatters relatin: tc regional activities

5. Adopticn of the report.

Do ADOPTLON UF TIE PEFCRT oF TVW REGICNAL TECHNICALIAEETING
10, The Chalrnan of the Reglonal Technical meetlnﬂ,l*r.I ahary Maaho, Permanent
Secretary in the Hinistry of Labour and Social Affairs of Ethiopia briefly introduced
the report of .the Regional Technical Meeting: and its conclusions and reoommendatlons,
which are attaohed ac an annex to this report.

il, He s 11d that the natlonal qta»ements submltted by the experts from different
African countries had confirmed the absence of reliable statistics on the situation
of disabled persons in Africa:':He added that the scope and magnitude'of the problem
of disability was such that it necessitated the development of a concerted plan of
action to cope with a situation affecting over 45 million persons. ' He stressed in
particular that prosress had been limited in the areas of disability prevention

and the rehabilitation of the disabled, where no appreciable'radical c¢hange had

been observed. He amphacized the need for African Governments to take concerted
action to cembat efte~t1vely the causes of dlsablllth

12. The Chairman of the Rerlonal Techn;cal Meet1no sunmed up the five major areas
on which the eaperts had . focused. thelr attention. and exchanged riews. :

g) D;u1b111ty preventlon;.
(E) Equal rithts and opportunlty,‘ , _
(g) "Appropiiate technolo~y for the dlsaoled-
(g) Tecinicil co-operations

(3) ‘Follow-up action to the activities undertaken during IYDP,

13. He also pcinted out that the experts had taken into account certain basic
considerations. which had guided them in formulating their conclusions and '
recommendaiicnz. Those considerations included wars of liberation; aggression
perpetrated against African peoples, proving that some disabilities which affected
Africans had their origin outside the continent; and the socio--economic env1ronment,
and are all feaotors contributing to the increase in the number of dlsabled.

14. The experts also felt it 1mportant to keep in mind the African tradltlons of
solidarity and hospitality, while at the same time acknowledging that the nature
and magnitude of problems relating to.disability in Africa were such that the
international commtm:.ty should assume 1ts respons:l bilities.

15. The Vibe~Chu1“man of the Regzicnal Teohnlcal Meeting read out the seven chapters
containing the corclusions and recommendations.
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16, The Seminar took note of the report of the Rezional Technical Meeting and
endorsed its conclusions and recommendations.

C.  REGIONAL TECHNICAL CO-OPFERATION CONCERNING DIYSABILITY PREVENTION AND
THE REEABILITATION OF DISABLED FERSONS

17, Consideration of that item was based on the report of the Re-ional Technical
Meetinz and on document OAU/ESCAS/IYDP/WD3, submitted by Dr. Owosina, an OAU
consultant, on the subject of the scope and dimensions of the problem of disability,
major causes of disability and measures likely to reduce or prevent disability.

18. The Seminar felt that co-ordination and co-operation should begin with:

_(a) A publicity campai-n at the national level in which National Comnittees
(including NGOs) ‘should pPlay an essential role in co-ord:inatin- IYDP. activities;

(E) An inventory of national, subregional and rezional technical resources
and material and human potential, which would lead to the establishment of a
regional research and trainings institute or the reinforcement of existin-
institutes, the establishment of factories-for assenblinz or manufacturin-
rehabilitation equipment and technical aids (canes, crutches, prosthetic devices,
wheelchairs) using local materials, the wmanufacture of braille paper makinsy it
possible to develop a Braille press and Braille literature for the visually
handicapped, the establishmept of lahoratories for vaccine producticon and control,

etec.. Such co-operation would help to avoid duplication and waste of human and
finanecial resources at the resional level. :

19. The Seminar felt that the basic principles that served as a basis for
modalities of co-operation with the United Nations agencies needed to be defined
and recomiended that:

(g) United Nations asencies should offer technical advice and contribute to
the financing of projects;

(Q) Such prbjécts‘éhould be desifned and plénned by countries themselves on
the basis of their sgecific needs under national developnent plans:

(g) Fofeign experts éhould have detailed'knowiedge of the realities and needs .
of countries to which they lend their services and priority should be ~iven to
African experts, of whom an updated list should be prepared by ECA and OAU;

(d) Non--overnmental or-anizations should inte rate their activities and
prozramies into national pians for economie, social and cultural development.

20, The participants stressed the fact that Africa was overly dependent on the
outside world and that Africa needed first and foremost o rely on its own human
and material resources and use them judiciously within the {ramework of intra-African
co—operation which was inereasin-lv bSein- felt as an urzent and vital necessity.

+
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21. The participants, havin: noted the lack or prioven ifiadequacy of all types of
co—operatlon at all.levels among African countries, stressed the need to promote
sunreglonal and rezional. co~operat10n with a view to finding 2 comaon solution to
problems facing African States. According to the participants, internmaticnal
co~operation should, its evident importance notwithstanding, serve to support and
strensthen the efforts already rade by States in the region.

D, LCHG-TER: FRCGRARIE CF ACTION

22, The Executive Secretarv of the Internat1onal Year of Disabled Persons, in
introduciny agenda item 3, :entioned that the Plan of Action for the Year, -adopted
by the General Assembly in resolution 34/154, recommended that. at the 1nternat10nal
level "A draft lonz—term programme of action should he prepared by the Secretary-
General in cansultation with member States, the relevant organs; organizations and
sodies within: the United-Nations” ‘systéi and Thternational nofi~jovernmental organiza=
tions of and for disabled persons, which should be considered by the Advisory
Committee at one of its proposed future sessions; and-the draft Isngterm programme
of action should then -e submitted to the General Asgembly at its Lnlrtvfslxth
seszion" (1n.19¢1)-_7 - . S _

23. Pursuant to that General AQSe.bly recomgendatzon and to serve as a basis for
consultation, the Secretary-General of the. United Nations had submitted a conceptual
framework for conulderatlon by Governments, United Nations specialized -agencies and-
non=governziental orsanizations., The fraieworl had been sent to the various bodies
nentioned above under cover of a note verbale from the SecretaryﬂGeneral in March
1500. Owing to the little tine available, az of June 1300, Covernments had not
been able to transmit to the Secretary-General their comuents and suggestions on -
the conceptual framework. It had thus Deen necessary to take advantaze of regional
consultations in order to elicit the views, suggestions and comments of uovernments,
agencies and non—zovermmental organizations in each region. ‘ -

24, The 3eminar reviewzd the conceptual fraueworx and adopfed the four major. .
priority aspects proposed Dy the Secretary-General for which solutions night be
found in the contexi of intermational co—operation ¢ the humanitarian aspect,

the psychological aspect, the disability prevention aspect and the aspect of
participation in development. After an exchanze of views, participants formulated
recormendations that misht serve as the rezion®s contribution to the formulation
of the draft pro-ramiie of action., The followin: recommendations were formulated
on the basis of the major chapters of the conceptual franework of the Weorld PFlan
of Action, namely, the ai and scope of the prorazne, tie fundamental principles
on which the prosramnie should be based, the or-anization of the pro-ramie and
specific measures and conclusions.

2/ . A/3L/158, para. 7h(c).
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(i) Aiix_and scope of the prosrammce

25. (a) The relevant recomuendations of the IYDP Advisory Commitiee as contained
in the IYDP World Plan of Action adopted by the General Assembly in resolution
34/15L should bé taken into account. ' : ' .

(v) Frovisions should be made for monitorinz, evaluation and review
mec sizs in the proramme in order to ensure its effective implenentation.

(E) In drafting of tiae procramme, particular stress should be laid on the
importance to be accorded to activities carried out by disabled persons themselves
and on the promotion of orsanizations of disabled persons at the national,
subregional and international levels. : ‘ -

(ii) Fhﬁdamentallgripcigles on which the prosramme of éctiop.§§93£gﬁEghggsed

26. (a) To the principle o?'the-peaceful settlenent of inteimational disputes
sheuld be  added that of the le~itimzey of the struzgle for national liberation in
the face of the hostile refusal on the part of the Colonial Powers to srant.
peoples under their domination theiy independomce in accordance with General
Assembly resolution 1514 (XV). The' international community must accord that

right to the peoples of South Africa, Namibia and Palestine, The environment
created by tlie persistence of colonialism in those regions and the continued ‘
racist and apartheid policy of the, Pretoria rezime forced the people to resort to )
armed. struzgle to rezain their independence and thedir dignity._

(%) The international and rezional instruments adopted by‘the United Nations
Generdl Assewbly and the Orpanization of Afriéan Unity concernins disabled
refugees should be included.- o ‘ ’

(g) Reference chould he made to the principle of the risht to work and the
fact siressed that the disabled had the same ri-ot to independent work as other
individuals., Lo - '

(d) The richt to education, trainin- andl information éhou;d be included émong
the fundamental principles since it wac a prerequisite of the full participation of
the disabled, ' : ' '

(iii) Croanization of the prosramne and gpecific nieasures

1. Husanitarian aspect

27. (a) The broad use of the word "husanitarian" should be clarified.  While the
concept frequently cennoted charity, -enerally it covered the notions of both
human ri-hts and social justice. "

(b) Provision should be made for machineries at tlie regional and, if possible,
international levels in addition to the national cormissions to study the various
forms of discrimination asainst the disabled.
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2 Pbxcholo~ica1 agpect

20, (a) Specific measures shoyld be develnped“to educate the publlc in zeneral
and the families of the disabled in particular so that they mi-ht become le$s ;
sensitive and rid themselves of feelin-s of shame and withdrawal. The role and.:
responsibility of mothers of disabled children in i{hat context were essential,
Without training or information, they implanted in their children and their
families attitudes which prevented the disabled from r'eal:LG.nfT their full potential
and that of their env1ronment in. zeneral, :

(b) Within tne framewor& of public information and traininy campaims, and
partlcﬁiarly within the schools, provision should be made for pamphlets, posters,
special lessons and personal cortacts to change attitudes and behaviours towarda
the disableﬁu All information media available should be moblllzed to that end. -

(c) Rellclous and other charitable orﬁanlzat1ons should be requested to' 57
make ef?orts to-modify those parts of their teachin; which had become obsolete
in the 11?ht of scientific knowledge. In certain forms religious education might
sometines convey negative attitudes marked Ly condeqqen51on and- p1ty w1th‘respect -
t'o the dl..sa.bled. (R ) B} . oL . S e w4

(ﬁ) The need snould be enphasazed to include a section on the psyeholog;cal
' aspect? of dealing with the disabled ds part of the. curriculun of training :
programmes for administrative personmel who would. be concerned with problems of -
dlsablllty preventlon and reha0111tat10n of the disabled.

v

1730“ DluabllltY prevention aspect

28, . (E) In Lnat chapter of thé prosramme of action, the relevant reeommendatxons‘
made by . the Rezional Technical leetin- and the Seminar relating to disability
prevention in Africa should be 1ncluded as priority issues.

(b) Streas should be placed once aﬁaln on the need to appeal to the inter<
national comfunity to condemn the racist recime of Pretoria which, throush its
apartheid system,was responszﬁle for a con31deraole nusber of both paysieal and
mental dlsabllltles. ' .

(c) Part1cular empna51s snould be laid on the need to ensure taat rural B
populatlons oeneflted from the prevent1ve neasures chosett. ,

(_) HMeasures for early, rapld and effectlve detection and treatment should
be provided for. : . . .

(e} The system of medical check~ups for school chlldren and premant o
women should be made compulsory in countries where it was not institutionalized "™
. as it consfituted an- effective way of tracking dowm and preventing- disabilities. - ©
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he  Aspect of participation in development

30. (a) "pui participation" should be considered as a dasic human rizhts As
disabled persons were victins of_handiCaps‘created;by society, they ¢ould not
solve the probleri of their parfiqipation,by:$hemselves. Society had a moral
respongibility which implied that Governmehfsfshould take action throu~h theip
natienalgdevelopment'plahs; Such action ealled inter alia fop adequate '
lezislation to enable the disahled to Participate effectively in development
activities,. ... P -

(b) Affirmative action should be taken to brovide equality and equal .
opportﬁﬁity to the disabled tiroush Special provisions on their Hehalf, For _
exanple-lesislation andfadministrative lieasures should be "adopted which woulg
set.-aside joba for the disabled in Joth the private and the public sectors and
woukdaencouragevthe disabled to work independently in sheltered workshops,

7,%@)- Prime importance should be attached to activities ained at promoting the
establishment of orzanizations of disabled persons in areas wiere they did not
yet exist, as such orzanizations had been ahle to accelerate the inplenentation
of various programies, lezislative neasures ang policies desined to ensure the
participation of the disabled, - & - - :

(e) Emphasis should e placed on the inportance of respectin: national and

orzanizations for the disabled would set disabled persons apart from the maine
strean and prevent then from participatin-~ fully in existin~ professional
associations and .othep orjanizations‘dr‘any that mizht be established in their
respective communities, ' T : : noo '

({) Obstacles which prevented the access of disabled persons to human
settlenents should He elinrinated, Specific measures should: be provided for in
the context of rupal development and qrban_planning to promote loeal architectural
characteristics that Were in keepinj with the eclimate and to favour both the

(z) The relevant'recommendationg,of the Regionatl Seminarton"intraiﬁfriéan T
co~operation should e borne iﬁrmindg'particularly those concerning the use of
science and technolony in the brevention of disabilities{andurehabilifation of

the disabled. The local populationts ability to apply technolosy and the useé of
local raw materials should be considered essential factors in acceleratiny the
developuent process, ‘ . e ' :
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(iv) Conclusions

31. An international convention should be drafted on the eradication of dis-
crimination avainst the disabled, similar to other conventions adopted by the
international communitvy. The accession to such a convention by the meiber
States and its ratification would be two of the major criteria for evaluatin-~
pro-ress made in the implenentation of the Yorld Plan of Action for disability
prevention and rehavilitation of disaoled persons,

E, OTHER MATTERS RELATING TO REGICNAL ACTIVITIES

32, The Resional Seminar on IVDP, after having listened to The statements

made by the representatives of national liberation movements (ANC and PAC),
prepared a draft resolution for adoption by the third Conference of African
Ministers of Social Affairs on the consequences of the racist and apartheid
policy in South Africa and Namibia,

Fo  CONCLUSIONS AND RECQMENDATIONS

33. The eonclusieons and recomnendations of the Seminar are contained in two
draft resolutions for consideration by the third Conference of African Ministers
of Social Affairs (see annexes T and II).
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ANNEX I

Draft resolution on the consequences of the racist ahd -

apartheid volicy in South Africa and Wamibia

Tne thmrd Con;erence of the A¢r1c@n141n15ters of oOClal Azfalrs held in’
Addis Ababa, Ethiopiez, from U fo 10 October 1520, o

Dgeply concerned that the racist and apartheid policy of the regime in
Pretoria with its practiiceg of torture, inprisomient and armed repression
constitutes.one of the principal causes of the increase in the number of
disabled peérsons amon- the blacr populatlon,

Noting that apartheid 1ntr1ns1cal1* constitutes a source of mental
repression and psycholozical disorder as a result of the mass and nandatory
uprootlnv and resetulement of tne popu;atlon in so—called JOﬂ@lands,ﬂ__

Also notlnﬁ'uhat such uprootin= d1v1des faﬁlxle throu-~ii the appllcatlon
of dehumanizin- emisrant labour lauo,

Aware that the resultant econouic privation and poverty are causes of
nalnutrition, which leads to srowth problems and mental retardation, not to
nention the sense of inferiority, harassment and social insecurity experienced
oy the blaclk population in South Africa and lMamibhia,

Bearin-s in mind the fact that the national liberation movements which are
the spokesiien of the majoritv of the South African population are banned and
thig denial of the ri-ht of expression nakes then less able to resist the
oppression,

Avare tiat the front-line Staoes, Lesotho, Suaziland and Zimbabwe are the
targets of attacks and bombinss by the racist and apartheid regime in South Africa
in its attempts ‘o stop those States from supporti _‘_?TE?TTBeratlon struggle in
South Africa and Namibia,

1. Conderms the racist regine in Pretoria, which is the bastion of apartheid
for:

(Q) The system of permnanent and flasrant oppression which it continues
to impose on the people of South Africa and Hamibiaj

(Q) Tire atroecities which are at the root of the ever srowin; number
of digzabled persons:

(g) The refusal to -rant the people their le~itimate ri~it to social
justice.
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2. Further condemns the racist regime of South Africa, the country of
apartheid, for its. attacks against. the front-line States as well'as Lesotho,
Swaziland and Zinbabwes : ‘ o

3. Appeals to the Organization of African Unity to provide the liheration
movements with the pecessary resources for the rchabilitation . and the tecnnlcal
and vocational trainin- of disabled persons;

he  Invites the deliberative bodies of the United Nations to ensure that
the necessary budpetary credits are available to enable the IYDP secretariat
and the United Nations Development Pro-ramme to assist the national liberation
movenients recomized by the Organization of African Unity in implementin: their
proramaes of action for the rehabilitation of the dlsaoled and their
3001o—economlc intesration in their comaunities;

5. Urgently reguests the Organization of African Unity and the financial
institutions of the United Nations system to provide financial and materlal
assistance to the front-line States as well as to Lesotho, Swaziland and
Zinbabwe.
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ANNEX IT
Draft resolution -on the conclusiong and recommenga;;ons,

cniaa " of fhe RevlonaL Seminar on the International Year

of dluaoled Persons

The third Conference of African liinisters of Gocial Affairs, meeting in -

~Addis Aaba, Ethionia, from to 10 October 1200,

Havin~ considered the report of the Re~ional Tecimical Meetin: and the
Regional Seminar on the aius of the International Year of Disabled Persons,

__.Qonccfous'of the major causes of disability and the magnitude of the
problens of the disabled in Africa,

Takin~ 1nto account aggression and its effects on the incidence of
dlsabillty, ' _ ;

Considering that the current socio—economic enviromnent which sives rise
to disability is frequently dictated by external clrcunutances, beyond the
control of the Governnents of the. region, .

In the light of the solldar1ty and hospitality which characterlze African
customs and tr traditions,

Recallin~- the two declarations adopted by the United Nations General
Assembly concernin~ the rizhts of the mentally retarded and of disabled persons
of 1971 and 1975 reupectlvely, .

Conscious that the magnltude and'scdpe of problems are such that an
aprropriate solution cannot he found throush conventional means but requlres
the appllcatlon of science and technolopy, :

Congideriny that because of the nature of the problen and in particular the
underlying causes of disability, the countries of the region must discharge their
obligations to society and undertalie appropriate action with a view to changzinz
the current situation radically and facilitating the inte-ration of the diszabled -
into societv,

Considerin- also that the nature and problem of digsability in Africa imply
that the lnternatlonal comunity should dischar-e its moral . and social ebligations.
and make an effective contr1but10n, particularly as the causes of disability are.
often imposed on Africa by external phenonena such as decolonlzatlon, strucgles
for liberation, a<gression and socio-economic conditions resultins from an
unjust international economic order,
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Observing that the commendable efforts undertaken by African States are not
senerally developed and incorporated in the framework of sociceconowic planning
and that isolated action™~in this area often entails a waste of available

resources,

neconends that ;

1. Priority action should be taken to establish an appropriate system of
data collection with the air of ovtainin; statistical data on the wasmitude and ;
scope of the prcolem nf digabilitv; LT

2. An exhaustive inventory should be taken of available resources for
disability prevention, thes rehabilitation of the disadbled and their socio—economic
re—~intesration;

3« The prosrammes provided for in the areas of dlsab111ty'brevent10n and
rehabilitation of the disabled should be incorporated in socio—economic planninz
in the llvnt of the tatlstlcal data nentloned aboves

4, Budﬂetary allocations should he increased al’ﬂlflCantly 80 that
intensive action misht be taken against the principal causes of disability, in
particular, measures such as campai-ns apainst comnmunicable diseases and
co-ordinated prosramries for the productlon, quality control and- distribution
of vacecines against these Jiseases;

5. A permanent national_co—ordinating body should'belestabliéhed;

B Adninistrative and lezislative texts should be revised to brin> them
into line with the two General Assenbly declarations on the ri-hts of the
mentally retarded and the ri-uts of disabled persons;

7« Affirmative action should be taken to provide equal opportunity for the
disabled and enable then to have access to social services and be intesgrated in
their cormmunity;”

[al

Ce All initiatives to adapt uecnnolory to the needs of the dlsaoled by
usinz local low-cost materials particularly in the rural areas, should be
encoura "ed H

9« Subregional and regional co—operation should be intensified with a
view to findin- common appropriate solutions to similar problens faced at various .
levels throush a reolonal 1nst1tute or other or-an which would serve these ends;

10. The se¢retariats of ECA and OAU should be strengthened so that they
mizht play a more important role in co-ordinatins activities in the region for
the impleuentation of the present recomiendationss
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11. A regional seminay of a technical nature, should be orzanized under
the auspices of ECA and QAU for the exclusive purpose of taking an inventory
of the resources and means available in the region and held immediately before
the fourth Conference of African Ministers of Social Affairs;

12, The agenda of the fourth Conference of African iiinisters of Social
Affairs should contain an item on the inventory of the resion's resources and

means;

13« Appropriate priority should be given to projects on disability
prevention and the rehabilitation of the disabled in the context of requests
for assistance submitted to the competent United Nations bodies:;

14, The relevant United Nations authorities should be urpged to take inte
account the regional characteristics of Africa in the Lons~tern Plan of Action,
bearing in mind the above-mentioned recomzendations;

15, The activities and prosrammes of non=covernmental orzanizations
should be consistent with national development plans,





