
sunvrr
C 1ASfGE N fI N l'/ 16
25 \ Iay 19 6 3

SPf' FCH BY ms 'IAJ t:STY T Il t: KING OJ' E URUND I
_ I h~ oo:eulon o f the Summit Confrr","Ct!' h",l d al Addl. Ab aba ~ ro ...

22 \ Iay 19 63

•
Your Impedal totaJ.... ty
Mr I'r~. i<l~nl

n o nou ...t.I.. H..a dll of S t at...
R .... pt!'CU.d Del .. gal .... 10 thl . ~obl.. Conr.. r .. ..:: .. ·

It I. fo.. m .. a . Ignal honour to lak.. I h", fl " or on b .. hall of th.. nu ~.,"d '

~opl .. . of .... I>om 1 am nn.... l he Bpok~."';&l . T hl . gr e a t day . ...... Ih..........a
poNllb l .. for Ih.. fu l u r .. of Africa a lla ..mbl ..d 10 cOnl id .. r tOll: .. llwor I '.. pro 
bl .. m. of t h.. l r "on l inenl Iha t ar .. common t o tI,.. m all Wbal ;l,r.. thOll ..
p..ohlrm. '" Fo r Ih.. m ost parI th ..y a rl . .. f r om t h.. pr.. ....n t .lr.... l ~r .. <It 11 ,..
.... ., r1<l Afrk_ I_ tad"y, It mu.1 1>.. a c rred. In a fi t ale of lec h...ical Inf.. riorlty
in c:om parl!!on .... jt h Ille O1 h.. r c onlln.. ..! •. W.. c annni BuHllr tllll. IIht.. of
.rl"lr. 10 10 .. 1'~" 'I'''luat(>d Morrov .. r . It ia t...c auH· w .. neve a"'-'pled a r .. va l u _
I\ oll ary . tlll1,,,l .. laward thl.ll 'lluatl"o thllt ...,. e ..lled Ih i" C.,llr.. rrnl:''' 10~dh" I· .
.... hich .. III I:lv.. u. a n o ppor l un ity to d la cov.. r the fac lo r . a t Ih ., r "'''1 nf
Af.. I<:A·. und.. rfl.. ...lopm .. "t; t .... n tn . , dy ..... y. ...r eI lrn l na tLni Il,.. ... unlavOl.rahl ..
facto.. . ; .. nd fi nall y t o d lll<:o" .. r w hal la el.,r. I f,~ .... .. r .. ,., hie h arp I lk" l ,. In
h' lld our conlin~n( 10'" ""u.r.... tory . taU ...t .lrv.. l<'pm ..m

Amell( tt>.. " nf ,,·' o ... rab l~ (;oo,;lor. r"'pClNl.b le fa r tn ...nd~rt1.. ' ~lolJm ... t or
Arrlea la or c:nu r ... I~ rae l lhal OlII r contlr.r nl !\as only r...,... nU" be..n o po-roe I u p
to thoo r .. . t ...t t he _ o d d Up to Ihl! n!r· .. t .. .."lh c~nt ~ry. o n r " ..ICh! .ay. "'fr.ca
~malned out' ld .. l ~ ct"Ui" "Uo.... ...hlch .. Is ......h...... n .... r l . lI"d .nc:,'""alnll ly
Ttl. Indutoul;ol ciyj.II ",:U.on. ror " ll..m p hle~ charact .. r l .... Ih.. mo ern
....orld. h"a:an <J..."..loplng ..t Ih nd of ,h lllh lr"nth "enlury. h ral in r,..larod.
then i .. P'ranc". l;~rmany . \\ Ie r n Evr-o and rtna.l l~ i n " orl h A... .. r lea .
t ....nka to many Ecr~"n In,, .. ntl,,... ~ hc:r" .... "'f rl.ca t h~n " Af r ica Ih~n

wa. a mOlal!; uf hJma" a:nMlplng••ho-I.... t r aer . cl ano:l .. nt o r'''''hall.... . hlett
t.a,-l a d"anced In Ihfo fo~m of e mpi re•.

So.......mp;r~•• • uch ... \110. .. 01 Ethiopia. Ct a M..J I. "''\0''«0 and
ol.her. had had th.. l r .pl .. ndourl . But durl llj[ It.... ii "I nl h " lIntu ry tI ..... ..
.. mrl........umbl ..d , for r ..aao .... ... hkh nla lor)' ha l laua:h ...

n'l! varlou. Alrlean e1vl:b.alium. w h ch pr..., ed.. d t he c olonia l .. r a r .. 
...mbl..d on.. a ...olh~r f rom varloull f>".l ""••1 v i".. ~-or ~ . .. mpl .. . t h~ e p ... i t
" r r..mUy . oHrla r il:o ...as fOllnd .." .. rywh..r~ . a nd tI,.. id .. a of H ' lI p .I. llt y .;alI

II l mIlAr1ya: r n.. ral . I n<ll' .. <I . .. " a r .. lul " t ...dy of u ... var io".. Mrlcan c lvil h a 
110n••ho.... .. urpr l.ing Ilimlla r lli......h leh 'lIak.· il cleAr t haI Af ric an "nlty
i a nol a c him p r llwlll< .. and " " pr,ficl a l c o" "t r uc tion. hul _ 11""'11: .. " I l ly
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whleh r",q"i"",s 0f11)' 10 b" Ir..nslsl",d On t o Ih'" ins!ll"lional plan",

L e i us now tu rn to th .. c olo n ia l "ra . Aft "r t h.. op .. n l n!! u p o f Af rica.
wh t' n ng"r". 11k" Si an I ",)' ..lIalned fam"', we had 11,.. colo" lal .ysl .. ,,, on
whi"h wa a b"ilt a ma..k",rl advaroc.,m",nl. w hal", v",.. t t>.. Int"ollo"l1 of Ih..
F.urop"'an eonqu.. ro". may hav.. b ....n. b"t w hi" h In ItI., "ou"a" of lim..
b""am", Intol., ..abl ... b""a"s'" of c., ..ta ln t:urop"''' .....n ""tho"ily w ho
sought 10 p"'rp"'t"at'" tt>", avat",,,, for t h., syal ",m'a .ak",. 10 11,., d .. l .. im.. nt

. of Ih., lOI.,r",.I,. anr! aapl ..aUo"," of Ih'" nalh'" Af .. lc a n. . F ..o", Ihal mom",'
Ih.. colanl.hal fac io .. b ..camc an<l ....maln"' d h""",.,fo"lh an onf.. voor abl"
fa .. lor fo .. Afrl.. an <l.· v",lop,,, .. nl. Uk", Ihe g eol! r a phlca l facl" .. in I h.. p.. r lo '"
b .. lor", Ih.. oprnlng " p of Afric a. In<1 <1 . t h l!' Af ..lean of t o da y I 1·.. ,1

wllh Ih.. amhltion 10 d is " o v" r not on ly I" ..n F u r op"' . bol Ih nlir",
world. In sp,le oIlh,.., who woul d .. rocl h im in Ih.. old \' ..a l " rn VI ..w.
On Ih", accounl. Ih" African mu.1 flChl unc"asl",ly agalna l Ih., a pp"'lil"'. of
fo ..""gn <lamination. whl!'lh"r call"''' cOlonialism. n..o-colonlallsm or
Imp.. rlaliun II I. o"r p ..",. ..nl l a.k 10 unma.k a nd mer clles,o!y 10 .IlC
matl~" ev"r y IIl1gh l"~ 1 sign o f colonla li llm aiming 10 "n <i .. ,·onl nc Ihe
I"dep"'ndenc.. of til " Afr ic a n Stat" ., .... h " lh.. .. "nd .. r an ,"",onolllic 0 " a
cultural tots .. , Why m..sl .... 1' allac k Ih .. colonial .yal.. m " U""a" .. " Ih ..
colonial a)".""rr. in all it. for",. "'",rveS "hh·ny nallonal 1"I"r.,sl. Mor.,·.
ov.. r h.,ncv~r til.. inle ..... I. or Ih.. .,<>Ionl are In connie l . il l1 In ..
101~r 1 01 11,., c"loni.. ~d. a,,<1 th.1 I. nvt a r .. "alii", t ..ouhl"a arls of
Ill.. kind ...."leh Ih r ...... Al~ " .. ia Inlo mou ..nl"lI: fo.. mo.... II>"n .. Ight y .
111" Congo from 1!l~9 o n.... . r· ... a nd .. til! I .."ulol .. Angola II"' ... · .. .... tI 1 0
lIho~ .."I ..J1 a," S"ulh Af..iea , a",i t h.. li"t mleh t b~ .. xll'",'e"

....... Call Ih lo ..... ""m up Ih.. faelora unfavou.." h l.. 10 d .. v .. iopm.. nt
In Ihr..~ "alaco..I ; lI:eograph..,,,I. colonial. a nd po1Il-colonl"l. In Ih..
a""ond pIlrt of our . po'""h. ... woul d Ilk" 10 ool\ ; n.. Ih.. . o lu l,ons .'"ch
.ould pro v l" " way. of rlUlcounling th~.. .. unlavou.."lll .. fac Io".

A" ....$lard. Ih,' CI'oJ':,· .. p h lcal f"cto .. . w" " a n " Ir .... rty cougra ,"'la l .. o"rA r-Iv.. "
Oil Ih .. d i"lanc ...... ha v.. cov~re". " ·hale ver h ill 1"I .. nl ions. Ih" .,,,lOlll· .. r work" ..
with ~n....o ,,0<1 ha. p lo u lI: h..d th rouch Africa from fIO orlh 10 $oulh. f ..om W" " I
10 F.ul. ao Ihal 1I,,, r ,,, I" hardly a mounl a.n. fo..",.I...Ir .. .. m. r lv"r. lak .. . or
v.lI ..y unknown Afr ica t. no long.... a "Terra l""OII:n ita" Alr;.,an " arlOll: raphy
I• ..xc"U"nt Only Ih" "ub-"oll s ti li hoi ......u r p rla .. s for u•. • t>ich ...... hop<'
wi ll b '" " I:r....ab l "

H.. for~ lo"ll. Ih" po .... ly c ol o n ial fael" .. .. il l Ill. lonl:" " h .. a maior
.,o....... rn fo .. Ih.. Af r icans, Wlthou l h rl"!,: a p ..o pl, el """ c an a.y Ihal .Ilh l n
" .hort lim.. Ih.. colonial ayal"m .... 111 .,ollapll" Ilk" " pack of ca..<111 [nl .. r-
national p '" t. such l hal It>., .y.l .. m I. ~"'Iin.,,, i .. r .. vocably t o <lla" pP"a r
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Th.,.r.,. r.,.maina tl>.,. group of p<*t-colonlal fac tors. Th.,.y ar.,. many
and varl.,.d. but all rl • .,. f rom 0""" .Ourc.,.· Th.,. . Ia l .,. o f un".,.r-d.,.v.,.lopm.,.n l
of th.,. Afrlc.n SI.I.,.. " ' h i c h bind. t1''''m 10 aid f rom II> .,. d.,.v.. l0p"'d counlrio-lI,
The I"U.,.r dra", profll f rom it and s e .. k t o perp.. lua l.,. Ih l••Iate of .uhor dl
nation of A( rlc .... particul ... rly by . abolaglng e ((orl . 10 unity Af rica. :>.c c o r r! 
ing 10 Ih... h"perl:>.llst prlnclpl.,. "Ovid" "I Imp...!"a". Our .. n.,.m; .. " ar.·
happy to s .. " Afric. b.lkani2,,,d It i" c " rtain thai. divid.,." Africa ",ill
al.ay. b" a dominat"d .o\frlca And Y" 1 ... mua t not ba• .,. ou r""lv". on
.11'1"." conaid"r.tioNl and .com .11 aid .n'" ..... i. t."".,. from abroart Th.....
COfUli<l"rationa .imply r",quir.,. u. 10 r"m.ln vigilanl Burundi for ,I. parI
gl.dly acc ..pl. a ll .1I.I.t.""", ", h lc h I. nol load.. " w ll h poliuc.' or mlillary
condition. lik" Iho... ", h ic h Involve id..ologic :>.1 align","nl h ... hlnd 0' ''' of Ihe
t wo bloc•. lil ... Ins t a lilltlon of mili tary b ..." .. s On ""tlon al t.. rr ilory {or t h..
malol .. nan('.,. of for"llIn Iroups in Ih.,. count ry, Burun<ll w l llllc c" pt foreign
111<1 th.. mor.. r ..."ily. Ih .. f" ", .. r 11'1.. conoiltlon. allach.. oi

.... h.1 I. 11'1.,. .,..""nc.,. of African un.... r-d"v.. lopm...nt .. !At u" .n.ly~..
10'. probl.,.m In 1"'0 •• veels tt, .. f'Conomlc an" lIuclal infr••lruch.r" and Ih..
"upr."lructur". A. r",gard" Ih" Inf ralltruclu r .. . It Is imnwrti.at .. ly ohvlous
to ."y obll .. rv .. r t h.t tl" African Slal .. s " ...·n m",· .. "'"aOS of co,n'n"nicall"",
:>.long.. ln .. Ih.. lmpr ov.. ", .. nl o f l'x l s tl ll#: ""'''''8. o f in"usl rl.'H 'l n r! ~ "Oll II
co'npa~j,,('l" of Africno, Infrll~'.I·uct\..... wllh th .' Inf.. ,.s t ..uclu,..· of coonlr"·.
Ii .... tt,,, U. S A. or Ill .. LT. S. S. !t. ,,1'10,"'. de:>.f"ly .. I'al .,.rro..ls .. r .. "Illi
r.,.qulr.,.d In Ihls rt.,.ld 10 "allsf~' OUr l"jtilim.. t .. wi"h 10 .. ..... l"v..1 ""Ill IhOll"
cOtlnlrle". You will nO ,ioubl • .,... Ih .. Implicalion" et lIuhSlanll.. 1 .·rrorl aria inK
001 of't A" r"Kartla the s"p.:".lrucl"r... I '.. I'robh,ms of "rtucllUon .. nl:! t ...... I1
lnll ar.. th... mOllt crUCial Th.. r .. ar.. .. 1110 I'rohlo-",. of Ill .. ,,,,,tHution,, 
p"dlamenlsry. gov.. rn", ,,nlal. "nd judicial - wh ic h may .llll he " f1l a hIi 8 h ' ,'
[n h .. l.. r. t he stat.. o rg .. "ls"tlo/\ o f Af rica ,,,ust I, .. i nap l r .. " by !luth ;rI "'p,-""I"n<:..
an" prog.."s.. 1/\ thl" fI .. ld. "''' hav .. " .. .... of t.-ch"lcal a il'lta"cp which ca"
COn'" 10 u.. only from Ih.. ,,-ivanc...d " t .. t ..". until .... hav foil compl"", .. nt
of nativ... lrain"d prraon"...l. Thl•. 100. impU.... "ubala"ll.. l .. ffor! AI thl.
"I"ll" "'.,. .. r" Jo.tifl.,.d In .ond...rlna: ho", much long.,.r Africa mu"t ~o on apP".. I
ing to th... economically a.-tv:onc"d counl .. i... 10 "'''Su .... 1111 ", .. Il-b.. lnll: Ih· .. Il"",
forc"s us to a.-1mll Ih.t .o\frica "'Ill still have n" .. d 10 th..... counlri... fo .. a 10"1:
li,n". lI "r.. w,-, m u..1 r"m.. mll.. r t ha I in r!{'prnd.,.,LC" c"n b.. " .. fin"" liS fr....
lnt,·r-de penoi...",e, Thanks 10 lnoi" p<'n,t "11<: '" Ib r Af r k an SIRt"H a .... '''' I'"l>l ..
If Iho".. in authorlly are lI.. rl"u"-min,,..<l a"r! ho" ..SI, Or ""I(lltlatinj: ..dlh 110..
oth.,.r 8I al"a. Illclurlinllh" form .... colonial .I.. t .... on way.. of complying ",lth
th...lr Inl ....... ts. ", ltI>o,,1 s.." rUtcing .ny of Ih.. m.jor b.,.".. rits or in ' .. pen""""' ''
and inl .. rnallunal sev.. r .. ignly.

Th.." .. th.. n. ar.. brl ..ny th.. moliv .. " which luslHy 0"" ;>r.. .. ..""" .t Ii'll ..
",,,mo....bl,, .. llmmll Conf.. ..,,,"' .. {If In "'·I',·" ".·nt " " " ..... of SllIt ..
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On lhi. oec ."jon. .~ ".y~ .u bO'Com~ • • • re of t he ~~d for Afr ican
unit)'. • nd .r~ r~aoly~d 10 . t ud), th~ meanll ot attainIng It . In Ih.. polilk al
a . much all i n Ihe economic n .. l d Th.. t"' l it ulio .....,~.....y for Ihl . unit)'
.ilI no( b~ lone In e merg i"l[ . Af rica .tn be re formed by it. 10 mak~

Impreced..nt~d progr~ II " .


