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I. INTRODUCTION

1. In many countries of the world, development efforts call for the use of reliable and up-to-

date international trade statistics. The different users of international trade statistics, including

governments, commercial enterprises, researchers and the public at large, need different data,

ranging from the data sets of varying detail by country and commodity, to aggregated figures.

Among the recent principal uses of trade statistics have been: market research; development of

trade policy including trade negotiations; monitoring trade agreements; measuring and monitoring

the role of transnational corporations in international trade; settling trade disputes; studying world

and national markets; infrastructure planning for harbours, airports, roads, etc.; compilation of

transportation statistics; compilation of the import component of the various price indexes such

as the cost of living index; and analytical use of trade data as input into macroeconomic analysis

and forecasting within the framework of the system of national accounts, including input-output

analysis, and balance of payments.

2. It is perhaps correct to enquire into the rationale for intra-African trade statistics. The

entry into force in 1994 of the Abuja Treaty on the establishment of the African Economic

Community provides a major impetus for ECA along with the Organization of African Unity

(OAU) and the African Development Bank (ADB) in the area of regional cooperation and

integration. In promoting regional cooperation and integration, trade becomes an important

aspect. This includes stabilisation of tariff and non-tariff barriers, customs duties, internal taxes,

etc.

II. AVAILABILITY OF AFRICAN TRADE DATA

3. The situation regarding availability of African trade data is summarised below:

ifo Trade data supplied by ECA member States

4. At ECA, the main source of trade data which is stored in the regional statistical database,

is country statistical publications which are received by mail or are collected by ECA staff

members while on mission to a particular country. As a result, the supply of trade data from

African countries tends to vary from one country to another. In fact the majority of African

countries are behind in their trade data reporting. As an extension of ECA's collection activity

and by agreement with the United Nations Statistics Division, detailed trade data of any African

country is loaded on magnetic tape and sent to the United Nations Statistics Division (UNSD)

for storage in the commodity trade (COMTRADE) database.

5. It is difficult to enumerate all the reasons which may have led to differences in availability

of trade data at country level. The volume of trade data usually collected through Customs

Administration could influence the speed of processing of the data and making it available to

users. The state of a country's statistical development, the priority attached to statistical activities

and the development of the data processing capability could also affect the extent and timeliness

of trade data availability in each country.
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(h) Qyi-pne access

microfiche which are sent to ECA regularly by UNSD.

(ICC) trade database in Geneva, Switzerland.

ffr Sources

, in order to fill the large number of data gaps

Intelligence Unit (U.K) etc.

III. PRODUCTION OF DETAILED COMMODITY TRADE STATISTICS

S

provided below:
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Country

Angola

Comoros

Djibouti

Ethiopia

Kenya

Madagascar

Malawi

Mauritius

Mozambique

Seychelles

Somalia

South African Customs Union

Tanzania, United Republic of

Uganda

Zambia

Zimbabwe

Latest year for which detailed

trade data produced '

1991

1991

1993

1993

1995

1991

1995

1994

1995

1982

1995

1987

1976

19933

1995

11. From the above table it is clear that apart from Comoros, all the East and Southern

African countries have attempted to produce detailed commodity trade statistics. Some countries

such as Madagascar, Mauritius, Mozambique, Seychelles, South African Customs Union, Zambia

and Zimbabwe are more up-to-date than others. Other countries such as Somalia, United

Republic of Tanzania and Uganda are far behind in their production of detailed commodity trade

statistics. The situation of the other subregions of Africa could be characterized as being roughly

similar.

12. In a survey conducted by ECA in 1994, which addressed problems faced by African

countries in the collection, processing and dissemination of trade statistics, African countries

provided the following responses:

1 ... means "not available".

2 Includes Republic of South Africa, Botwana, Swaziland, Lesotho and Namibia.

3 Exports only.
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Per cent (%\ of countries
M. T LSW X/J. UJ- **■ *»W»».»

Collection of trade data

- Delays in receiving customs forms

- Missing customs forms

- Illegal trade (smuggling)

- Lack of training for staff

- Lack of or inadequate transport

facilities

- Lack of cooperation between

the CSO and CAO 4

- Poor completion of the customs forms

Processing of trade data

experiencing problem

64

55

50

46

32

27

27

- Inadequate budget 59
- Lack of proper software packages

: EUROTRACE 33

: ASYCUDA 27

- Small numbers of staff 48

- Lack of computers 36
- Priority setting 24

- Printing delays 55
- Inadequate budget 55
- Lack of printing machines 41
- Delays in preparation of manuscripts 11

13. Apart from problems of civil strife and those of deterioration of the economic situation
of countries, some of the above listed problems could have seriously affected the production of
trade statistics in the countries. In order to improve the situation, some of the above problems

must be addressed and attempts made to find their solutions.

CAO = Customs Administration Office, CSO = Central Statistical Office
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IV. COMPUTERIZATION OF TRADE STATISTICS

14. One of the key bottlenecks in the production of trade statistics is the computerization of

trade data. Because of the large volume of trade data, it is not so easy to handle the data

manually particularly when dealing with commodities. In situations where trade data has been

handled manually, it has required a large number of staff.

15. In the past, computer programmes were developed to run on mainframe computers for

the processing of trade data. To-day in view of the availability of advanced computer technology

and software packages, trade data is being processed on micro-computers.

16. Two specialised software packages have been developed for the processing of trade data.

These softwarepackages are known as ASYCUDA and EUROTRACE. The ASYCUDA software

package was developed by UNCTAD while the EUROTRACE software package was developed

by the Statistical Office of the European Union (EUROSTAT).

(a) ASYCUDA software package

17. ASYCUDA is the Automated System for Customs Data. This software package was

developed by UNCTAD at the request of the Economic Community of West African States

(ECOWAS). This is a general software package for customs clearance with modules for:

manifest control, import/export licence control, processing and validating customs declarations,

examination control, customs accounting, producing statistical data, and warehousing control.

18. The ASYCUDA project is aimed at: reforming and speeding the customs clearance

process through the introduction of computerisation and simplification of procedures, thus

minimising administrative costs to the business community and the economies of the countries;

increasing revenue by ensuring that all goods are declared thus duty/tax calculations are correct

and development exemptions properly managed; producing reliable and timely trade and fiscal

statistics to aid the economic planning process; and implementing the system as efficiently as

possible with a full transfer of know-how to the national Customs Administration.

19. By 1994, ASYCUDA country projects in Africa were fully operational in the following:

Benin, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cape Verde, Central African Republic, Comoros, Ghana, Guinea,

Guinea-Bissau, Madagascar, Mali, Mauritania, Mauritius, Niger, Rwanda, Sudan, Togo and

Zimbabwe. A project was prepared in Sao-Tome and Principe. Ethiopia, Mozambique, Namibia,

Tanzania and Uganda had funding approved and were expected to start soon. In Nigeria, Gambia

and Kenya there were also signs that the ASYCUDA project would be implemented soon.

Projects were in the early stages of discussion in Angola, Chad, and Djibouti.

20. Regional ASYCUDA projects in Africa have been established in the West Africa and the

East and Southern Africa regions. In West Africa, UNDP and the Government of France

provided the initial funds for preparatory activities of eleven Economic Community of West

African States (ECOWAS). The ASYCUDA support centre was established in Lome and was
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expected to continue functioning to the end of 1995 with funding from the European Union. The
European Union granted 4 million US dollars for a regional support centre project for the
Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA). It was expected that additional
countries in East and Southern Africa would go ahead with the project in 1994/95.

(b) KTTROTRACT software package

21. The Statistical Office of the European Union (EUROSTAT) developed the EUROTRACE
software package for use in conjunction with ASYCUDA. It can also be used with other systems

or on its own. Originally EUROSTAT developed the CADET software package which was later *
renamed/replaced by EUROTRACE. CADET stands for Computcri2ed Analysis of Data on

External Trade.

22. The EUROTRACE software package was developed at the request of two African,
Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) countries, Togo and Niger, to enable their statistical services to
retrieve and analyze data from ASYCUDA and particuiary to publish official statistics of external

trade.

23. Under Lome Convention funds, ACP countries can request the software package to be
provided Such requests should be made through appropriate channels i.e. national authorizing
officers for European Union project funds in each country. Under the regional support centre
project for COMESA, the EUROTRACE software package can also be requested for installation

in a country of the sub-region.

V. EFFORTS MADE BY ECA TO IMPROVE TRADE STATISTICS

24 There are several ways by which ECA has provided assistance to its member States to
improve their intra-African trade statistics and foreign trade statistics in general. These various
ways have included: provision oftechnical assistance; publication oftrade statistics; adding value

to trade data; and Organisation of training courses.

(a) provision of tffrtmlrf* assistance

25 At the request of countries, technical assistance has been provided to them in the field of
international trade statistics. A review of their trade statistical operations covering the collection,
processing and dissemination of their trade statistics has been made. The institutional relationship
of the National Statistical Office and the Customs Administration has also been a matter of
concern during the technical assistance missions, since trade data are mainly collected through
Customs Administration offices. It is therefore vital that the relationship between the two offices
be good, to enable the smooth handling of any problems that may require solutions in the process

of assembling information for statistical purposes.
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26. Due to budgetary constraints, assistance has over the past six years been provided to

Kenya (1996), Lesotho (1996), Swaziland (1994) and Zambia (1994). Missions to Lesotho,

Swaziland and Zambia were similar, in that a review of their trade statistical operations was

made and recommendations for the improvement of these operations were made while the

mission to Kenya was more to do with the review of the methodology for rebasing of their trade

indices. All the above missions assisted countries to rethink many aspects which they took for

granted in their work, hence helping them to improve on their relationship with other offices or

the methodology adopted for the collection, processing and dissemination of their trade statistics.

27. It is hoped that technical assistance of this nature will be increased in the coming years

to enable provision of on-the-job training to the national staff.

(b) Publication of foreign trade statistics

28. In addition to including trade statistics tables in other ECA statistical publications, two

publications on foreign trade statistics have been produced by ECA over the past years. The

publications are: Foreign trade statistics for Africa, series A, direction of trade; and Foreign

trade statistics for Africa, series C, summary tables. Series C includes tables on intra-Afncan

trade while Series A does not.

29. Beginning 1997, in view of the emphasis being placed on intra-African trade particularly

for the monitoring and evaluation of the performance of the African Economic Community and

the cooperation and integration of African economies, it became necessary to change the two

publications to emphasize these aspects. These two publications will cease production and will

be replaced by a new publication titled "COMPENDIUM OF INTRA-AFRICAN AND

RELATED FOREIGN TRADE STATISTICS". This new publication will include 12 tables,

9 of which will address the issues of intra-African trade. In fact this new publication is a

combined edition of the previous two publications.

30. The proposed table headings of the new publication, its contents, table outlines and

indication of charts to be included in the publication have already been put together for

comments. We shall present here the proposed table headings only:

Proposed table headings

1. Total Trade by Subregion: Imports, Exports

2. Intra-African Trade by Subregion: Imports, Exports

3. Share of Infra-African Trade by Subregion: Imports, Exports

4. Total trade by Economic Grouping: Imports, Exports
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5. Intra-African Trade by Economic Grouping: Imports, Exports

6. Share of Intra-African Trade by Economic Grouping: Imports, Exports

7. Intra-Aftican Trade by SITC Section: Imports, Exports

8. Share of Africa in World Trade: Imports, Exports

9. Share of Intra-African Trade in Total Trade of Africa

10. Share of Intra-African Imports/Exports in Total Imports/Exports of Africa

11. Direction of Trade: Imports/Exports

12. Intra-African Trade Matrix

31. It is the hope of those involved in the preparation of this publication that it will meet the

requirements of trade data for reporting, planning and research purposes in Africa.

(c) Adding value to trade data

32. In the area of trade statistics, ECA has undertaken to add value to data which it collects
from the member States. This involves a number of activities. Firstly, added value has been

accrued from the data processing of the data, which is facilitated by taking advantage of
technological innovations and increased availability of software for statistical analysis. Secondly,

access to external trade databases such as COMTRADE in New York has complemented the
holdings of trade data in the Regional Statistical Database existing at ECA, thus allowing data
gaps in time-series to be filled. Thirdly, the preparation of estimates using appropriate methods
has enabled the filling of data gaps in time-series and making the data rich for analysis using
various quantitative techniques. Finally, value has been added to trade data by disseminating it

in a timely manner to users.

33. In the area of estimation, mention should be made of the ECA technical publication

"Manual on Methods for Estimation of Missing International Trade Data in Africa" which
was published in June 1995. This Manual contains a number of techniques for estimation of
missing trade data and is a valuable tool to those engaged in the production and analysis of trade
statistics particularly at sub-regional, regional and international levels.

(d) Organization of training courses

34 Over the years workshops and seminars have been organised by ECA in the area of trade
statistics for the benefit of ECA member States. In 1990 a Training Seminar on International
Trade Statistics was organised in Addis Ababa for the benefit of English-speaking African
countries. The Commonwealth Secretariat in London assisted in financing the participation of the
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British Commonwealth countries. In September 1996, a Joint ECA/United Nations Statistics

Division Training Workshop on International Trade Statistics was organised in Addis Ababa.

This workshop also benefitted some of the French-speaking African countries.

35. In addition to their training function, these workshops and seminars also facilitate

exchange of ideas and allow sharing of solutions to problems common to the production of trade

statistics in the region.

VI. CONCLUSION

36. In order to improve intra-african trade statistics, there is need to improve foreign trade

statistics of each African country through the production of detailed commodity trade statistics.

This being the case, there is need to solve problems impeding the production of trade data in

each African country. One of the major bottlenecks which has been identified is that of

computerization of trade statistics. There is need to have in place appropriate computer

technology for the quick production of statistics. Such efforts like those being pursued by the

European Union are indeed very commendable. It is also true to say that the computer packages

should be accompanied by skills upgrading of staff involved in handling trade data and the

provision of adequate computer equipment. The commitment of the countries in terms of

priorities is equally vital to the success of all these efforts.

37. Technical assistance to countries lagging behind in the production of trade data should be

intensified. There is need for bilateral, subregional, regional and international organizations to

coordinate the assistance which they are providing to countries in this field. Within the

framework of the Coordinating Committee on African Statistical Development (CASD), a review

of the situation of each country in this field and recommendations for remedial action could be

made. This could enable donor awareness of the situation of each country and help speed up

provision of assistance in terms of technology and human skills.

38. Availability of trade data is another problem. There is need to institute aggressive means,

through visits to countries, to collect the available trade data. Obtaining data through electronic

media could also be explored. This would enable the construction of a comprehensive picture of

African trade data in the Regional Statistical Database and also avoid the need for estimating

missing data when in fact the data are available at the country level.




