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I INTRODUCTION

1. In the period April 1996 to May 1999, the ECA held a total of 8 regional workshops in the

areas of international trade statistics, statistical information systems and statistical databases,

environment statistics and environmental accounting, national accounts, the informal sector and on

improving the quality of African statistics.

2. In the organization of these workshops ECA benefited from support provided by many

partners, both bilateral and multilateral. The partners supported with technical materials, resource

persons and financial support which was used to meet the costs of travel and subsistence for the

participants. Some of the workshops were implemented jointly with the United Nations Statistics

Division (UNSD).

3. The main objectives of the workshops were to provide training to African statisticians. On

their part, the statisticians used the opportunity provided by the gatherings to exchange experiences

and address issues of concern for the development of African statistics. In that context the

participants adopted recommendations in their areas of expertise and called upon the secretariat to

bring them to the attention of the Coordinating Committee on African Statistical Development

(CASD) and the Committee on Development Information (CODI). This document is being

presented to CODI in response to that request.

4. The list ofworkshops is annexed to this paper. A summary of the main recommendations is

presented in Section II, below. Section III presents the actions the Committee may wish to take.

II. SUMMARY OF THE RECOMMENDATIONS

5. The recommendations were addressed to member states, the ECA secretariat, UNSD and

other international agencies involved in the areas of statistics.

A. National accounts statistics

6. National accounts received the highest priority attention in terms of number of workshops

organized. All together, the secretariat organized three workshops during the period April 1996 to

May 1999. The workshops were aimed at building capacity for the implementation of the 1993

System ofNational Accounts (SNA 1993).

7. The three workshops recommended that the ECA secretariat should:

■ in collaboration with UNSD, provide all possible assistance to countries in building

capacity for the implementation ofthe SNA 1993;

■ Give priority to the informal sector in the national accounts through organizing more

workshops, and that future workshops should include the practical aspects of including

the informal sector in the national accounts;

■ urge the authorities in the members states, through the ECA Conference of Ministers, to

take the necessary steps to speed up the implementation of the SNA 1993, following its

adoption by the United Nations Statistical Commission;

■ undertake a pilot implementation of the 1993 SNA in one or a few selected countries and

use the experience to help other countries.



E/ECA/DISD/C0D1.1/22

Page 2

■ support establishment of regular data collection programmes including censuses and

-] surveys of production units;

■ in view of the importance of .debt management issues for African countries, assist in the

development of satellite accounts was recommended so as to identify all the transactions

and accounts that are affected and enable development of an integrated approach to debt

management;

■ encourage conversion of government accounts from a cash to an accrual basis following

an in-depth analysis of the various transactions and stages of expenditure and revenue

collection.

8. Member states were also urged to include estimates of the informal sector in their national

accounts and to compile institutional sector accounts.

B. Services in the informal sector

9. Only one workshop was organized on the informal sector. The workshop addressed several

topics and recommended that services should be defined in terms of ISIC Rev. 3.

10. The workshop called upon ECA and UNSD to:

■ place more emphasis, on the informal sector in view of its growing importance in the

economies of most ofthe African countries;

■ assist African countries in implementing ISIC Rev. 3 and consider further subdivision of

ISIC Rev. 3, especially with respect to groups 524-526 so as to reflect the diversity of

informal sector activity;

■ assist in assessing the electronic and related needs for data collection, processing and

dissemination as well as in overall statistical capability building;

■ undertake, in cooperation with ILO, a survey on the availability, status, and use of

statistics on the informal sector in African countries and update the survey in five years

time to assess the progress made.

11. Most of the recommendations of the workshops addressed action to be undertaken by

member states. These included, inter alia, assessment of needs and priorities, adoption of the

definition of the informal sector proposed by the Resolution of the Fifteenth meeting of the

International Conference of Labour Statisticians and use of household surveys to identify informal

sector activities.

C. Environment Statistics, Indicators and Accounting

12. Only one workshop was held on environment statistics, indicators and accounting. The

workshop used the two documents the Framework for the Development of Environment Statistics

(FDES) and the System of Integrated Environmental and Economic Accounting (SEEA) which

present a particularly important and useful approach, encompassing components of a number of

approaches. The SEEA permits the assessment of the interactions between the environment and

economy of a country in an integrative manner
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13. The workshop recommended that ECA and UNSD should continue to:

■ facilitate collaboration and exchange of information through appropriate information

technologies, workshops and seminars;

■ assist member states to access financial and technical support for environmental statistics

and accounting indicators projects.

14. The workshop also recommended that training courses on environment statistics should be

developed and increased use made of available international concepts and definitions. Member states

were further urged to make available environment statistics in compendia and participate in the

international compilation of environmental indicators.

D. Workshop on improving the quality of African statistics

15. This workshop was implemented so as to address concerns expressed in the Addis Ababa

Plan of Action for Statistical Development in Africa regarding the quality of African statistics. The

workshop recommendations were general and applied equally to member states as well as to the

secretariat.

16. The workshop recommended that action should be taken to:

■ Enhance better organisation and co-ordination of NSOs and ensure autonomy of NSO

operations and management in order to promote the efficiency and orderly development

of national statistical services.

■ Revisit the organisational structures of NSOs to accommodate concerns regarding

research, standards, documentation, quality improvement and in-house training.

■ Strengthen funding for NSOs.

■ Improve the quality of statistics through, among others, standardisation and

harmonisation of statistical norms, concepts and classifications; sharing of experiences

between NSOs; intensification of user/producer, producer/supplier and

producer/producer interactions; and encouragement of regular user-needs assessment

and development of up to date and comprehensive business/establishment registers; and

ensuring accurate mapping/cartographic work and the construction of accurate frames as

well as preparing and implementing an effective quality control program at all stages of

the census/survey operations.

■ Improve the quality of administrative records from various sources through inter alia,

close collaboration between the NSO and the suppliers of administrative records.

■ Promote NSOs products and services aggressively with a view to encouraging the use of

statistics.

■ Develop appreciation for the benefits of quality statistics.

■ Build public and user confidence in the services ofNSOs.

17. The workshop called upon the secretariat to follow-up on the implementation of the

recommendations and further requested the secretariat to send copies of the report of the workshop

to heads ofNational Statistical Offices, and inform CASD and CODI of the recommendations.



E/ECA/DISD/CODI.1/22

Page 4

III. ACTIONS TO BE TAKEN BY CODI

18. The Committee may wish to consider and endorse the recommendations summarized above.

With regard to increase of assistance, especially for the priority area of national accounts, the

Committee may wish to note tliat apart from Regional Advisory funds the ECA does not have

technical assistance funds to support the implementation of the, SNA 1993. However, should DISD

succeed in gaining access to extra budgetary resources or be permitted access to Regional Advisory

funds for National Accounts, then the technical assistance provided in this area will be intensified.
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Annex

1. Joint United Nations Statistics Division/ECA training workshop on international trade

statistics, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, 23-27 September 1996

Participant: Burkina Faso, Congo, Cote d'lvoire, Ethiopia, Gabon, Ghana, Kenya, Madagascar,

Malawi, Mauritius, Niger, Nigeria, Senegal, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, South Africa, Sudan, United

Republic of Tanzania, Uganda, Democratic Republic of Congo and Zimbabwe.

Observers: Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA), Statistical Office of the

European Communities (EUROSTAT) and UNSD.

2. Workshop on the implementation of the 1993 System of National Accounts for

the French speaking countries, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, 14-18 October 1996.

Participants: Angola, Benin, Burkina Faso, Cape Verdes, Cote d'lvoire, Democratic Republic of

Congo, Gabon, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Madagascar; Mali, Niger, Sao Tome and Principe, Senegal,

Rwanda, Seychelles, Togo.

Resource persons: UNSD, EUROSTAT.

3. Joint ECA/UNSD Workshop on services in the informal sector, Addis Ababa,

Ethiopia, 17-21 June 1996.

Participants: Benin, Burkina Faso, Egypt, Ethiopia, Ghana, Lesotho, Mali, Morocco, Nigeria,

Seychelles, Sierra Leone, South Africa, Sudan, Uganda and Zimbabwe.

Observers : ILO, EUROSTAT and the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific.

4. Workshop on public sector accounts within the framework of the 1993 System of

National Accounts (Bilingual), 27 - 31 October 1997

Participants: Angola, Burkina-Faso, Cameroun, Cote d'lvoire, Egypt, Ethiopia, Kenya, Malawi,

Morocco, Niger, Rwanda, South Africa, Tanzania, Togo, Tunisia, Zambia, Zimbabwe, Observers

UNHQS, AFRISTAT

5. Workshop on the Applications of New Technologies for Database Management and Data

Dissemination, Addis Ababa, 3-8 November 1997.

Participants: Botswana, Cameroun, Egypt, Ethiopia, Gambia, Ghana, Iran, Jordan Kenya, Lesotho,

Madagascar, Malawi, Mauritius, Morocco, Namibia, Nigeria, Swaziland, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda,
Vietnam, Zambia and Zimbabwe.
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6. Workshop on Environmental Statistics, Indicators and Accounting, Addis Ababa
Ethiopia, 17- 21 November 1997

Participants: Botswana, Egypt, Ethiopia, Gambia, Ghana Kenya, Lesotho, Malawi, Mauritius, Nigeria,

Seychelles, South Africa, Tanzania, Uganda, Zambia and Zimbabwe

7 Joint ECA/UNSD Workshop on Corporate Accounts within the framework of the

1993 SNA with emphasis on the links between business and national accounts, 7-11 December
1998, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

Participants: Egypt, Kenya, Lesotho, Malawi, Mauritius, Mozambique, Namibia, Nigeria Seychelles,
Swaziland and Zimbabwe.

8. Workshop on Improving the Quality of African Statistics for English speaking African
countries, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, 14 - 18 December 1998

Participants: Botswana, Egypt, Ethiopia, Gambia, Malawi, Mauritius, Mozambique, Namibia, Nigeria,
Seychelles, Swaziland, South Africa, Tanzania, Uganda, and Zambia. Observers African Development
Bank, the Southern African Development Community and the Organization of African Unity.




