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CONTRIBUTIONS OF ECA TO GOVERNMENT REFORMS IN ETHIOPIA 

  

Macroeconomic policy  A macroeconomic modelling training workshop was organized to build capacity in 

macroeconomic modelling for experts from the Ministry of Finance and the National Bank 

of Ethiopia. The training reviewed the initial model developed by ECA, taking into 

consideration the model coverage, scope and the technical aspects in order to fully reflect 

the characteristics of the economy of Ethiopia.  

 

 The workshop also provided an opportunity for a detailed workplan and areas of support 

that the institutions might need to ensure sustainability of the project in the near future.  

Trade and regional integration 

 
 In partnership with its sister agency, United Nations Conference on Trade and Development 

(UNCTAD), ECA is working on services trade value chains in six African countries, 

including Ethiopia, to strengthen the capacities of policymakers to measure services trade 

value chains and to design policies in such a way as to increase integration into, and 

penetration of, regional and global value chains.  

 

 ECA is supporting the Government of Ethiopia in different ways in the implementation of 

the Agreement Establishing the African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA), including 

by (i) commissioning a study that examines the likely macroeconomic impact of AfCFTA 

ratification by Ethiopia under different scenarios and its potential impact on revenues, the 

manufacturing sector and services; and (ii) supporting the translation into Amharic of the 

Agreement Establishing AfCFTA. 

 

 Support has also been provided to the Government of Ethiopia on its accession to the World 

Trade Organization (WTO), including technical support provided by an ECA official who 

is a member of the national technical team working on accession-related preparatory work 

and negotiations.  
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 The electronic investment guide (iGuide) is the result of cooperation with the Ethiopian 

Investment Commission. The iGuide was officially launched on 19 December 2018 and 

serves as the first point of contact for domestic and international companies and business 

people interested in investing in Ethiopia. 

 

 Support is being provided to the Federal Attorney General’s Office to open its markets while 

ensuring that market liberalization measures do not undermine its efforts to tackle 

transboundary economic crimes, including money laundering and illicit outflow of assets. 

Digital identity 

 
 The ECA Digital Centre of Excellence is supporting GoE with a strategy for the planning 

and roll-out of an effective digital identity programme. This entails detailed legal 

frameworks and policy options for ensuring the proper anchoring of the programme as well 

as its contribution to national development.  

 

 The Centre of Excellence has provided financial resources for the recruitment of the 

following: one National Programme Manager; two National Technical Consultants; and one 

International Consultant in order to ensure that the national strategy for Ethiopia takes into 

account global experiences. 

 

 The Centre of Excellence also financed the online training on Digital ID Management for 

10 senior officials of the Ministry of Peace, and the Ministry of Innovation and Technology, 

together with the Office of the Prime Minister. 

 

 In addition, the partnership also supports the Ministry of Innovation and Technology with 

the drafting of a national digital infrastructure strategy, which is currently focused on the 

expansion of the National Broadband Backbone for strengthening capacity for enhanced 

Internet provision to stimulate the digital economy. 
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Energy sector 

 
 To support the efforts of Ethiopia in private sector investment in the energy sector, and to 

address the energy shortage to industrial parks, ECA facilitated the engagement of Africa501 

to bring an energy solution to the Adama Industrial Park, in close collaboration with the 

Ministry of Water, Irrigation and Energy.  

 

 The cooperation is institutionalized through the signing of a memorandum of understanding 

with Africa50, the Ethiopian Electric Utility, the Industrial Park Development Corporation 

and ECA.  

 

 ECA is reviewing the energy regulatory framework of Ethiopia in relation to private sector 

investment in the energy sector, in reference to the Industrial Park Development 

Corporation. ECA has concluded its initial assessment and shared findings with the 

Ministry, while Africa50 has now gathered the necessary technical information to present a 

project concept, along with a proposal to address the energy deficit. 

Geographic Information Systems and 

geospatial technology support for 

Ethiopia in the utilities sector 

 

 Technical training was organized from 26 to 30 November 2018 for national stakeholders 

on the fundamentals of Geographic Information Systems (GIS) and geospatial database 

management for officials of the Ministry of Water, Irrigation and Electricity, including 

officials from the Ethiopian Electric Utility, Ethiopian Electric Power and various technical 

Directorates of the Ministry. 

Civil Registration and Vital Statistics 

 
 Current support includes assisting the newly established Immigration, Nationality and Vital 

Events Agency in developing systems on Civil Registration and Vital Statistics (CRVS).  

 

 The process has been initiated to undertake a comprehensive assessment of the systems and 

institutions of registration that is guided by the methodology and principles of the Africa 

Programme of Accelerated Improvement on Civil Registration, as a means of supporting the 

planning and delivery of socioeconomic development programmes.  

 

                                                           
1 Africa50 is an infrastructure investment platform that contributes to the growth of Africa by developing and investing in bankable projects, catalysing public sector capital, 

and mobilizing private sector funding, with differentiated financial returns and impact, see https://www.africa50.com/. 

https://www.africa50.com/
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 The assessment will identify areas for improvement in the operational and financial 

efficiency of the system, and serve as input for the country’s strategic plan on CRVS.  

Population and housing census 

 
 ECA is providing ongoing support for the upcoming population and housing census in 

Ethiopia. A web-based application has been completed to register and assign tablets for 

180,000 enumeration areas, enumerators and supervisors as well as regions and districts.  

 

 The web application (known as tablet management) uses a database prepopulated with 

details of the enumerated areas, zones and regions. The app is also able to generate various 

types of logistical reports for the agency. 

 

 Apart from developing the application, ECA provided training on the usage of the app ahead 

of the planned census. 

Road safety 

 
 Collaboration is ongoing with the Ministry of Transport to undertake a Road Safety 

Performance Review, which started in Addis Ababa on 16 May 2019.  

 

 Ethiopia and the rest of Africa suffer from high rates of road traffic fatalities in comparison 

with such fatality rates of other regions of the world. The country ranks twenty-second 

globally, which is high. Road accidents claimed over 5,000 lives in the country during the 

2017/2018 fiscal year, with an associated $31 million property damage to the economy. 

 

 The report from the performance review will include recommendations for the Government 

and Ministry on how to speed up efforts to reduce road fatalities in the country. 

Gender and social development 

 
 In the Office of the President, technical support is being provided on the generation of 

knowledge products on gender and social development. 

 

 A further area of work in the Office of the President is championing corporate social 

responsibility and philanthropy in Ethiopia.  

 


