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Progress report on the implementation of the programme of work for 2019 
 

The Executive Secretary is convening the twenty-fourth quarterly briefing with African 

Ambassadors accredited to the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia on Tuesday, 

17 September 2019, to exchange views on the work of the secretariat of the Economic 

Commission for Africa (ECA). The report provides an overview of the substantive work carried 

out by the secretariat from May to August 2019 in implementing its programme of work. The 

activities are grouped under topics relating to key events, knowledge generation and 

information-sharing, and capacity development, which includes extending technical support to 

member States and consensus building. The report also presents some of the collaboration of 

the secretariat with key partners. 

 

A. Key events 
 

1. High-level Political Forum 2019 
  

 The secretariat participated in the High-level Political Forum, held in New York from 

9 to19 July 2019. The Forum focused on the theme of “Empowering people and ensuring 

inclusiveness and equality is fully consistent with the development aspirations of Africa”. The 

2019 Forum completes the first four–year cycle of reviewing adaptation and progress on the 

17 Sustainable Development Goals. The session laid out the foundation for the Sustainable 

Development Goals Summit to be held in September 2019 and set the stage for the 2021–2030 

Decade of Action. Many achievements have been realized in the first four years, including an 

in-depth review of the 17 Goals, engaging communities; 142 voluntary national reviews (35 of 

them from Africa) that were completed and presented; building on the outcomes of the 

Regional Forums for Sustainable Development; and the inputs of intergovernmental bodies and 

major groups. Areas for improvement include: strengthening the science-policy interface, 

pursuing an interlinkages approach to implementation, countries to carry out systematic review 

and produce evidence-based voluntary national reviews, management of the Goals and the 

inputs of all stakeholders to the Forum, stocktaking of programmes being implemented in 

different countries and regions, mobilization of partnerships, meaningful engagement and 

sharing lessons learned.  

 

 The secretariat held a number of engagements on the margins of the Forum, including 

on voluntary national reviews; strengthening fiscal policy and harnessing digitization to scale 

up financing for the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and 

Agenda 2063: The Africa We Want, of the African Union; strengthening partnerships to 

accelerate the implementation of the 2030 Agenda and Agenda 2063 in Africa; and Goal 8 at 

the heart of the 2030 Agenda: how to make it happen. In addition, the secretariat participated 

in the side event on “Fostering digital transformation and global partnerships for SDG 

achievement”. The meeting provided a shared understanding of the importance of digital 

cooperation. Participants underlined the need to develop policies and strategies that leverage 

digital transformation to propel progress, update regulations to fit the new digital landscape 

across sectors as well as increase investment in digital development, especially in countries 

lagging behind. The outcomes of the 2019 Forum will feed into the Sustainable Development 

Goals Summit to be held in New York on 24 and 25 September 2019. 
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2. Expert group meeting on supporting electronic data collection and 

dissemination in censuses 

 Censuses are one of the most complex and costly statistical operations requiring a 

lengthy period of preparation. Continuous efforts are invested in seeking and using alternative 

approaches and technologies to improve data quality, timeliness and dissemination of census 

results while considering the increasing costs of carrying out the census. In this context, the 

secretariat, in collaboration with the Office for National Statistics, United Kingdom of Great 

Britain and Northern Ireland, held an expert group meeting in Addis Ababa, from 1 to 5 May 

2019 on using new technology to strengthen the capacity of member States for improving data 

quality and timely dissemination of census results. The meeting will enable countries to have 

a better understanding of the challenges and benefits of adopting new technologies through 

sharing the experiences of other countries and agencies who have utilized or plan to utilize new 

technologies. The following member States attended the workshop: Burkina Faso, Cameroon, 

Côte d’Ivoire, Egypt, Eswatini, Ethiopia, Ghana, Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia, Malawi, 

Mozambique, Seychelles and Zambia.  

 

3. Support given to the national African Continental Free Trade Area 

strategy for Chad 

  

 The secretariat co-organized a retreat with the National African Continental Free Trade 

Area (AfCFTA) Negotiation Committee for Chad on 18 and 19 June 2019. The retreat was 

designed to identify ways in which the country can maximize its benefits in the African 

Continental Free Trade Area and develop a supporting strategy. The retreat brought together 

State officials and members of the private sector. Issues that were examined included the 

country’s readiness to compete with other African industrial giants and the fate of its customs 

revenue. The secretariat’s support included drawing attention to the outcomes of the first 

meeting of the Central Africa Regional Task Force on Boosting Intra-African Trade held in 

Douala, Cameroon, from 2 to 4 May 2019, in which key points for an African Continental Free 

Trade Area strategy for Central Africa were discussed as a means to cushioning the effects of 

competition and the short-term challenges that countries in Central Africa would face on 

customs revenue. Participants called for coherence between the strategy for Chad and all other 

national development strategies including the country’s Industrialization and Economic 

Diversification Masterplan.  

 

4. Eighth Conference on Climate Change and Development in Africa 

 The eighth Conference on Climate Change and Development in Africa, held in Addis 

Ababa from 28 to 30 August 2019, focused on the theme: “Stepping up climate action for a 

resilient Africa – a race we can and must win”. The Conference was a special session in 

preparation for African inputs to the Secretary-General’s Climate Action Summit in September 

2019, with the objective of garnering African common positions and concerns, as well as 

assessing the level of bold commitments and actions by African countries towards the twenty-

fifth session of the Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on 

Climate Change. Participants made recommendations on what needed to be done in order to 

ensure that the global climate governance framework is able to deliver on the ideals of the Paris 

Agreement. Consolidated key commitments and actions to tackle climate change by African 

countries and various non-State actor constituencies, as well as major concerns are to be shared 

with members of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment by the Government 

of Ethiopia and presented at the Africa Regional Preparatory Meeting, scheduled to be held on 
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21 September 2019, under the leadership of the African Union Commission, ahead of the 

Climate Action Summit.  

 

5. African Continental Free Trade Area Civil Society Forum, 4 July 2019; 

and African Continental Free Trade Area Business Forum, 6 July 2019 

 This was the first-ever Civil Society Forum and was held under the theme: “Enhancing 

civil society engagement in the AfCFTA to broaden inclusiveness”. The purpose of the Civil 

Society Forum was, among others, to enhance stakeholder engagement on the implementation 

of the trade area and increase participation opportunities for civil society stakeholders in the 

corresponding work programme. The Forum brought together participants from African civil 

society organizations and their umbrella organizations on trade, and members of the Economic 

and Social Council and the African Union, among others.  

 

 The theme of the Business Forum was: “Positioning Business to Operate to Scale in the 

AfCFTA Market”. The Forum was officially opened by His Excellency Issoufou Mahamadou, 

President of the Republic of the Niger and Champion of the African Continental Free Trade 

Area. The various panels made specific recommendations ranging from topics on mobilizing 

business to promoting market consolidation in the free trade area; developing the pan-African 

fashion industry in this landmark era; promoting inclusive trade across Africa: examining the 

role of women entrepreneurs; promoting the development of small and medium-sized 

enterprises and start-ups in the trade area market, with a special focus on women and young 

people; and promoting trade and investment and mobilizing financial resources to expand 

business operations in that market.  

 

6. Contribution to secretariat policy planning, monitoring and reporting 

 During the period under review, the secretariat engaged in a number of planning, 

reporting, monitoring and evaluation activities. These included the following:  

 Preparation of a strategic note and standard operating procedures for programme 

delivery in countries of focus, improving programmatic interlinkage and 

coordination and joint delivery of ECA interventions in member States. The 

strategy defines the business case for the new approach and provides guidance on 

prioritization in respect of both thematic interventions and target countries. In 

addition to ensuring disciplined budget management and operational efficiency, 

the strategy is expected to contribute to the optimal use of limited resources for 

better outcomes towards national and regional priorities.  

 In the period under review, the secretariat conducted the internal mid-year 

programme performance review meeting. The meeting provided an opportunity 

to take stock of the progress made in implementing planned activities during the 

period January to June 2019. It also discussed major planned results and 

interventions for the second half of the year, including joint deliverables in 

countries of focus and how subprogrammes plan to translate ideas into action by 

the end of the year. The meeting included a presentation on the data analytic 

report, which highlighted joint interventions under the three core functions of the 

secretariat (think tank, convening and operational) in 21 out of the 22 countries 

of focus. The recommendations from the data analytic contributed to the revision 

of the second half of the 2019 Annual Business Plan.  
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 The secretariat has been monitoring progress in the operationalization of the nine 

actions agreed under Phase I of the regional-level optimization plan aimed at 

ensuring optimization of functions and enhancing collaboration among the United 

Nations regional entities for effective collective support to country priorities. In 

addition, the secretariat reviewed and provided substantive input to the multi-

country office review, the Management and Accountability Framework, and 

provided internal guidance on the new United Nations Sustainable Development 

Cooperation Framework to the design and review teams constituted by the United 

Nations Transition Team. These reviews and instruments have been finalized and 

released to guide operationalization of the reforms. Working closely with other 

regional economic commissions, the secretariat contributed to a joint position 

paper on Phase II of the regional review, which will serve as a basis for 

consultation with other regional entities. 

 In line with the ongoing United Nations reforms and completion of the ECA 

restructuring exercise, the secretariat revised the Commission’s Quality 

Assurance Policy document in order to ensure that its knowledge products and 

services are of high quality, sound, relevant, accessible and influential on the 

continent. Based on the new mandates and the three core functions, relevant 

quality objectives and their attributes have been identified to assess the quality of 

ECA knowledge products and services. With the revised quality policy document 

in place, the secretariat undertook the following activities: 

o Quality review of three project documents for the twelfth Tranche of the 

Development Account; 

o Quality review of 11 concept notes for the thirteenth Tranche of the 

Development Account; 

o Quality review of ECA mid-year programme performance report and 

identification of best practices; 

o Coordination of the quality review processes for the upcoming ECA 

flagship publication –Economic Report on Africa (ERA 2020).  

 Annex I provides a comprehensive list of the events and activities undertaken by the 

secretariat.  

 

B. Knowledge generation and information sharing  

  

The secretariat furthered its efforts to facilitate and support the shaping of continental 

perspectives on emerging and key issues of interests through the conduct of research on a range 

of issues relating to economic, social and sustainable development. The research studies, which 

were reviewed at ad-hoc meetings of experts, provided recommendations to policymakers and 

decision makers.  

 Annex II provides a list of research publications produced by the secretariat during the 

reporting period.  
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C. Capacity development 

The secretariat’s technical support to its member States during the past quarter primarily 

consisted of training, capacity development and technical advisory services across a range of 

thematic areas. 

1. Training and capacity enhancement  

(a) To strengthen capacities towards the implementation of the African Continental Free 

Trade Area, a sampling of the secretariat’s support includes:  

 The secretariat provided technical assistance to Zambia and Zimbabwe on the 

process of developing their relevant national strategies. Further support included 

convening National Consultative Forums as a transparent and participatory 

platform at which stakeholders drawn from the public and private sectors and civil 

society organizations were consulted as part of the process of developing their 

trade area national strategies. The National Consultative Forum for Zambia was 

held in Lusaka on 23 and 24 May 2019, while the Forum for Zimbabwe was held 

in Harare on 19 and 20 June 2019. The consultative forums provided valuable 

inputs from wide-ranging groups of stakeholders spanning all economic and 

business activities, and social sectors (women, young people and people living 

with disabilities), parliamentarians, academia and civil society. Information 

gathered from these processes will inform and guide the formulation process, thus 

ensuring that the African Continental Free Trade Area national strategies to be 

developed are both relevant and implementable by effectively meeting the needs 

and allaying the concerns and challenges of various stakeholders. 

 The secretariat conducted a joint scoping mission to Lilongwe, Malawi, as a 

follow-up on the request for technical support by the Government in preparation 

for awareness-raising workshops for the private sector and other stakeholders as 

a prelude to formulating a trade area national strategy. The joint mission, which 

was held on 25 and 26 July 2019, mainly discussed issues relating to the 

preparation of the schedule of commitments under trade in services; preparation 

of market access offers; preparation of one national consultative meeting; 

preparation of list of sensitive and excluded products; and undertaking an impact 

study of the African Continental Free Trade Area on Malawi. As a result, it was 

agreed that the main objective of the planned workshops will be to raise 

awareness among relevant stakeholders including the private sector, civil society 

and media actors on the implementation of the trade area on the benefits expected 

to emerge from greater market access. 

 Support to the implementation of African Continental Free Trade Area in 

collaboration with the European Union. The consultations around trade area 

issues have taken the form of national forums in: Côte d’Ivoire on 2 and 3 May 

2019; Zimbabwe from 19 to 28 June 2019; Tunisia from 16 to 18 July 2019; Togo 

on 17 and 18 July 2019; Benin from 17 to 24 July 2019; Ghana from 19 to 

21 August 2019; and Malawi from 18 to 20 September 2019. These timely events 

provide the private sector and other stakeholders with the opportunity for dialogue 

and consensus building with policymakers and development partners. In addition, 

they have demonstrated the need for urgent information-sharing as there are major 

information gaps among some stakeholders.  
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(b) To strengthen statistical capacities, a sampling of the secretariat’s support 

includes the following initiatives:  

 The secretariat for Africa programme on Accelerated Improvement of Civil 

Registration and Vital Statistics (APAI-CRVS) hosted at the African Centre for 

Statistics of ECA, had prepared and shared to all member States the media 

advisory and advocacy materials around the theme for the second CRVS day that 

was celebrated on the 10 August 2019.  

 The secretariat, in partnership with Data2X, produced a report on “Gender 

statistics in Africa: progress and best practices” which is ready for publication 

and another report on “Best practices in monitoring statistics on gender-based 

violence” is being finalized. 

 The period under review saw the publication of the African Statistical Flash for 

Burundi, Liberia and Uganda. The Flashes feature African countries 

(https://www.uneca.org/acs/pages/africa-statistics-flash).  

 The secretariat, in collaboration with the African Union Commission and the 

International Organization for Migration, organized a capacity-building 

workshop on the East and Horn of Africa migration data harmonization, which 

was held in Kampala, Uganda from 27 to 29 August 2019.  

 The secretariat, in collaboration with the Kenyan Institute for Public Policy 

Research and Analysis, organized a regional training workshop in Nairobi, Kenya 

on 14 and 15 August 2019. The presentation of the youth toolkit to the delegates 

of all five countries and the Institute’s staff was extremely well received. The 

adaptation of the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean to 

the African context, the construction of process, input, output and impact 

indicators in the toolkit interspersed with examples from the five countries were 

highly acknowledged by participants who found it relevant and pertinent for their 

work.  

 The secretariat participated in the seventieth meeting of the West African 

Economic and Monetary Union (UEMOA) Commission’s Regional Committee 

on Statistics, which was held in Cotonou, Benin. The meeting was followed by 

the fourth assembly of the Steering Committee on the Harmonization and 

Modernization of Surveys of Household Living Conditions in the UEMOA 

countries. The platform provided an opportunity to revitalize the secretariat’s 

cooperation with and among national statistical offices, the Economic and 

Statistical Observatory for Sub-Saharan Africa (AFRISTAT), and UEMOA. 

Member States were also encouraged to accelerate the finalization of their 

respective rebasing of GDP and reinforce the capacity of national statistical 

offices, including the production of economic and demographic statistics.  

 The secretariat, in collaboration with the International Food Policy Research 

Institute, launched an online course on economic modelling with a focus on the 

African Continental Free Trade Area.  

 Delivery trainings of trainers on The Africa Regional Integration Index (ARII): 

its use for policy development and analysis: the training, which was held in Dakar 

from 1 to 4 July 2019, are part of the implementation of the project on “Measuring, 
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monitoring and improving performance in regional integration within ECA, 

ESCWA and ESCAP regions”.  

 

2. Technical and advisory services 

The secretariat of ECA responded to several requests from member States. A summary 

of the technical and advisory services provided to member States during the reporting period 

is listed below.  

 

(a) Natural resources, environmental issues and sustainable development  

 

 During the period under review, the secretariat continued its support to Seychelles 

and the Indian Ocean Commission on the Blue Economy. In that regard, two 

consultants were recruited to support the elaboration of an Indian Ocean 

Commission Blue Economy Regional Action Plan, as well as blue economy 

policy development in Seychelles.  

 The secretariat participated in the African Union Commission–University of 

South Africa (UNISA) workshop on Agenda 2063 Projects in July 2019, held in 

Addis Ababa. The aim of the workshop was to explore areas of collaboration for 

a joint framework of research on the blue economy, to include ECA, the African 

Union Commission and the University of South Africa. 

 The secretariat has continued to scale up its work on sustainable tourism in East 

Africa. and is now facilitating the production of Tourism Satellite Accounts for 

Kenya. A number of consultative workshops have been convened by the 

secretariat. 

 In the period under review, the secretariat provided technical support to the 

United Republic of Tanzania in the development of its Action Plan for its Country 

Mining Vision and the National Supplier Development Program of the Ghana 

Minerals Commission.  

 In July, the secretariat, in collaboration with the World Bank and Africa Risk 

Capacity, conducted a training session on Disasters Risk Index and Risk 

Insurance Modelling for policymakers and private-sector stakeholders. 

 

(b) Development planning  

 

 As part of its support to governments on macroeconomic modelling, the 

secretariat conducted a number of technical and capacity development missions 

to selected countries. The model was customized to reflect the economic 

characteristics of the countries and training was provided to the relevant key 

officials. Countries supported include Algeria, Burundi, Ethiopia, Kenya, 

Mauritania and Sierra Leone.  

 The secretariat and the International Monetary Fund organized a joint 

macroeconomic modelling workshop that took place in Washington, D.C. from 

10 to 14 June 2019. The main objective of the workshop was capacity-building 

for ECA staff, and to share experiences on macroeconomic related issues.  
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 In the period under review, the secretariat initiated a series of training sessions 

and capacity-development activities on selected topics as part of its project on 

“Strengthening the Capacities of African Governments for Integrating 

Accountability in Development Planning”. These training sessions are being 

conducted in the five pilot countries: Benin, Cameroon, Egypt, Kenya and 

Zambia. While the specific topics may vary from country to country, the training 

is expected to cover the following topics, based on the needs expressed by 

member States: national strategic planning; sector planning; decentralized 

planning; linking planning to budgeting; monitoring and evaluation of 

development policy implementation; national strategic planning and statistics 

processes; statistics tools for accountability-based planning; public policy 

evaluation as a tool for accountability-based national development management; 

and impact evaluation of development programmes and projects.  

 The secretariat undertook a technical scoping mission to Nigeria, from 29 August 

to 12 September 2019, as part of the implementation of its project on defining, 

estimating and disseminating illicit financial flows from Africa. The objective of 

the mission was to map out the institutional architecture in addressing illicit 

financial flows, to determine existing data framework and data gaps for 

estimating them, using the agreed methodology, and to develop a plan for 

statistical capacity-building on the estimation of illicit financial flows that can 

feed into the annual reporting for Sustainable Development Goal 16 target 4.1. 

The mission team engaged with over 16 agencies working on illicit financial 

flows, with more than 65 officers participating in joint exercises to determine the 

data framework and data gaps.  

 The secretariat participated in the task force meeting that was focused on forging 

an agreement on a methodology for estimating illicit financial flows and reporting 

on Goal 16 target 4.1 in nine countries: the Congo, Mozambique, Nigeria, 

Senegal, South Africa, Tunisia, United Republic of Tanzania, Zambia, 

Zimbabwe. The meeting, which included the participation of the United Nations 

Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) and the United Nations 

Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) discussed ideas that could be distilled from 

existing methodologies employed in Latin America and Africa.  

 The discussion at UNCTAD included the methodology and programme for 

estimating illicit financial flows in nine African countries: the Congo, 

Mozambique, Nigeria, Senegal, South Africa, Tunisia, the United Republic of 

Tanzania, Zambia, Zimbabwe, under the auspices of the Development Account 

project on defining, estimating and disseminating illicit financial flows from 

Africa. The discussions entailed bringing together ideas distilled from existing 

methodologies of estimating illicit financial flows from Latin America 

(UNCTAD and UNODC) and Africa (ECA and UNCTAD) to agree on a 

methodology to be used for estimating illicit financial flows and reporting for 

Goal 16 target 4.1. The secretariat participated in the meeting of the Inter-Agency 

Consultative Group on Least Developed Countries, which took place on 9 April 

2019. The Macroeconomics and Governance Division represented ECA at the 

Inter-Agency Consultative Group meeting coordinated by the United Nations 

Office of the High Representative for the Least Developed Countries, Landlocked 

Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States. ECA participated by 
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teleconference while the meeting was held in Geneva. At the meeting, 

representatives from various United Nations system entities and other 

development partners discussed their efforts to implement the Istanbul 

Programme of Action for the Least Developed Countries, and discussed the 

overall progress of the Least Developed Countries in respect of the Programme’s 

aims. ECA brought forward discussions specifically relevant to Least Developed 

Countries on the African continent, such as slow progress towards graduation, 

and the need to ensure that a future Programme of Action differentiates itself from 

the Sustainable Development Goals. 

 The secretariat, in collaboration with the United Nations Department of Economic 

and Social Affairs and the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), 

implemented the first one-week training programme for the climate, land, energy 

and water systems integrated modelling approach for implementation of the 2030 

Agenda in Ethiopia, in collaboration with the Ministry of Water, Irrigation and 

Energy.  

 The secretariat provided technical support to the Government of the Niger in the 

training of regional and municipal officials on the integration of the Sustainable 

Development Goals into regional and community development plans. The 

workshop, which was held in Dosso, the Niger, is contributing to better targeted 

and coordinated mechanisms for the monitoring of the Sustainable Development 

Goals in development planning processes.  

 The secretariat supported Tunisia’s United Nations Country Teams on the 

Common Country Analysis framework. The secretariat contributed support in 

areas of macroeconomic analysis and an assessment of forecasting models that 

can support the development of a development strategy for Tunisia.  

 The secretariat provided technical support to the Ministry of Economy and 

Finance of Mauritania in the organization of a national workshop for the 

consultation, review and validation of the national voluntary national review 

report on implementation of the 2030 Agenda in Mauritania. This was held on 

2 and 3 May 2019 in Nouakchott and in collaboration with UNDP and the United 

Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF).  

 

(c) Statistics and national accounts 

 

 In the period under review, the secretariat provided technical advisory support to 

an agency in Ethiopia, the Immigration, Nationality and Vital Events Agency, in 

the preparation for the planned national CRVS comprehensive assessment and 

towards the development of the country’s strategic plan.  

 The secretariat has developed census tablet calibration tools to assist member 

States to undertake the 2020 Population and Housing Censuses using mobile 

tablets. In collaboration with the Office for National Statistics of the United 

Kingdom, the secretariat undertook technical support and advisory missions to 

Ethiopia and Kenya. The census tablet calibration tools were used for the census 

pilot exercise in Ethiopia and in the just-concluded Population and Housing 

Censes 2019 in Kenya.  



11 

 

 The secretariat conducted missions to Burundi and Mali to undertake midterm 

and final evaluations of the respective countries’ National Strategy for the 

Development of Statistics.  

 

 The secretariat provided technical contributions to the discussions on the results 

of the rebasing of GDP of the Niger. Discussions focused on the methodology, 

main findings and comments on recent developments concerning the economy of 

the Niger. The secretariat highlighted its recent development of a quantitative and 

qualitative method for assessing the contribution of services to regional and 

global value chains that could be used in the Niger to evaluate exports and imports 

of Financial Intermediation Services Indirectly Measured, which could not be 

evaluated.  

 

(d) Social development 

 

 During the period under review, as part of the implementation of the “Better 

monitoring of social investments”, the secretariat completed situation analyses in 

the five selected countries: Chad, Kenya, Mauritania, Mozambique and Nigeria. 

The country reports were disseminated in four of these countries during this 

period. The dissemination workshops were attended by national policymakers, 

and representatives of United Nations agencies and think tanks. Participants 

welcomed the review of the country situation analysis and the assessment of what 

has been achieved through social investment and financing projections to 2030 in 

that regard. The platform also provided an opportunity for the secretariat to 

connect with national academic and policy research institutes, reaffirming the 

think-tank function of the Commission.  

 

 The secretariat provided technical assistance to the Government of Uganda in the 

development of an urban strategy and its associated ten-year investment plan. The 

draft document will serve as background documents and direct inputs into the 

formulation of the Sector Priority Issues Paper on Sustainable Urban 

Development Programme that is being undertaken by the Ministry of Lands, 

Housing and Urban Development. 

 

(e) Technology and digitization  

 

 As part of its support to the development of a digital development strategy for 

Cameroon, the secretariat engaged national stakeholders in a brainstorming 

session with the Minister of Posts and Telecommunications of Cameroon, key 

stakeholders of the telecommunication sector and several ICT start-ups. The 

objective was to have a collective dialogue and agreement on how to successfully 

implement and accelerate the digital transformation in Cameroon, a key element 

of the country’s development vision and strategy. The strategy focuses on four 

pillars: (i) upgrading the legislative and regulatory framework and strengthening 

governance in the ICT sector; (ii) development of broadband infrastructure to 

facilitate access to high-quality, reliable and cost-effective digital services; 

(iii) development of e-commerce, e-government, digital financial services, and 

associated payment methods; and (iv) development of a digital entrepreneurship 

ecosystem.  
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(f) Trade-related issues, industry and infrastructure 

 

 The secretariat held a working session with the Minister of Mines, Industry and 

Technological Development of Cameroon, to discuss secretariat support in 

updating the Industrial Development Masterplan of Cameroon and coordinating 

the contributions of other key partners in the implementation of its next phase. 

The meeting underscored the secretariat’s coordinating role, its leadership on 

economic diversification and industrialization processes as well as in 

coordinating the work of development partners. The meeting agreed that it would 

be vital for the success of the review process and its implementation to bring on 

board the United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) and the 

African Development Bank (AfDB), in particular. 

 

 The secretariat actively participated in the Southern African Development 

Community (SADC) Industrialization Week, which was held in Dar es Salaam, 

United Republic of Tanzania, in August 2019. The forum, brought together 

various State and non-State actors, including the private sector, civil society, 

member States, policymakers, development practitioners, and regional and 

international institutions. It was held under the theme, “A conducive environment 

for inclusive and sustainable development, increased intra-regional trade and job 

creation”. A key feature was a platform at which small and medium-sized 

enterprises exhibited their wares, products and services. A key observation was, 

however, that there is need to re-focus the Industrialization Week as a platform at 

which the private sector, including small and medium-sized enterprises, can 

showcase cutting edge innovations, promote business to business interactions and 

investment brokerages, and experience sharing. As a result, it was agreed that the 

newly established SADC Business Council should discuss how this could be 

achieved with the Department of Trade and Industry of the SADC secretariat.  

 

 The secretariat, in collaboration with UNCTAD and the Federal Ministry of 

Trade, Industry and Investment of Nigeria organized a national seminar on 

measuring the contribution of financial services to regional value chains in 

Nigeria in Lagos (Nigeria) on 4 and 5 July 2019. The objective of the seminar 

was to build and strengthen the capacities of national actors in the financial sector 

in measuring trade in value added in the financial sector and the contribution of 

finance to GDP in Nigeria. The seminar was also a good opportunity to discuss 

with various stakeholders from both public and private sectors the implications 

and issues, including the opportunities and potential risks, related to the 

implementation of the African Continental Free Trade Agreement for Nigeria. 

Comprehensive information on the seminar is available on the project website at 

https://knowledge.uneca.org/stp/.  

 

 The secretariat, in collaboration with UNCTAD and the Ministry of Trade, 

Industry, Private Sector Development and Promotion of Local Consumption, of 

Togo, held a national workshop in Lomé on the capacity-building of actors of the 

financial services sector in Togo in the contribution of services to regional and 

global value chains. The training seminar aimed to strengthen the capacities of 

national actors in view of the development of evidence-based trade policies to 

support the creation and strengthening of regional value chains of financial 

services. The seminar brought together representatives of main stakeholders in 

https://knowledge.uneca.org/stp/
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the financial sector. Further information on the seminar is available on the project 

website at https://knowledge.uneca.org/stp/.  

 

D. Consensus building 

The secretariat has continued to assist its member States in articulating common 

positions on important issues through various forms of technical support and collaboration, 

examples of which follow: 

 The secretariat has committed to aligning the United Nations Legal Identity 

Agenda with the Africa Programme on Accelerated Improvement of Civil 

Registration and Vital Statistics (APAI-CRVS) initiative. This represents a key 

opportunity to accelerate a holistic and integrated approach to CRVS and legal 

identity management in countries. To that effect, the secretariat has become a 

member of the United Nations Legal Identity Expert Group and has also become 

part of its technical secretariat. Built on the institutional mechanism established 

through APAI-CRVS, the secretariat provides technical guidance and support to 

member States to improve their CRVS and legal identity systems in a holistic and 

integrated approach. 

 

 The secretariat organized a consultative meeting in Addis Ababa on 20 and 21 

August 2019, with the interim committee of Registrars General of Civil 

Registration, to discuss the way forward on establishing a subcommittee on 

CRVS under a relevant Specialized Technical Committee of the African Union.  

 

 Support to the Economic Community of Central African States (ECCAS) and the 

Central African Economic and Monetary Community (CEMAC) on adopting a 

common external tariff: the secretariat actively contributed to deliberations of the 

Steering Committee of the Rationalization of Regional Economic Communities 

in Central Africa at its fourth and fifth sessions on economic and trade issues, 

which took place from 8 to 16 May 2019. During the sessions, a consolidated 

proposal of a single common external tariff (CET) for both communities was 

prepared and forwarded to all 11 member States of the subregion for subsequent 

reviews that would lead to the adoption and implementation of CET. In a related 

development, from 4 to 7 July 2019, the secretariat participated in the consultative 

review of the Regional Economic Programme to accelerate physical and 

commercial integration in the CEMAC zone, making strategic contributions to 

strengthen the programme’s overall fundamentals. The event, which was 

convened by the President of CEMAC, saw the participation of the President of 

the Central African States Development Bank, the Governor of the Bank of 

Central African States, Ministers of Finance and other representatives of all 

CEMAC member States, as well as development partners operating in the Central 

region. The meeting focused on identifying realistic integrative projects for the 

second phase of the progamme. Through the programme, countries of the 

subregion expect to rise to the middle-income levels, be better integrated, achieve 

economic security and improved governance and development standards. The 

secretariat noted the importance of focusing on infrastructure development and 

projects that promote economic diversification and industrialization. Further, the 

secretariat called on the leaders to consider including the surveillance and 

monitoring of the state of implementation of the Douala Consensus (a multi-

https://knowledge.uneca.org/stp/
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stakeholder call for economic diversification in the subregion) in the ongoing 

Economic and Financial Reform Program of CEMAC. These recommendations 

were endorsed by the meeting.  

 

 From 2 to 4 May 2019, the secretariat participated in the first meeting of the 

Boosting Intra-African Trade (BIAT) Regional Taskforce for Central Africa, held 

in Douala, Cameroon. The secretariat called on ECCAS member States to align 

their external trade data classification system with the 2017 World Customs 

Organization’s Harmonized System (HS17). Such alignment is expected to 

enable member States to clearly identify products that will be categorized as 

“free”, “sensitive” and “excluded”, within the African Continental Free Trade 

Area regime. The meeting examined and validated a list of 379 products termed 

“sensitive” (7 per cent of tradable products as per the HS17), 172 products 

considered “excluded” (3 per cent of tradable products) and a list of products 

termed “free” (90 per cent of tradable products), which were presented to the 

African Continental Free Trade Area negotiating rounds at the African Union 

Summit in Niamey in July 2019, as the consensual taxonomy for free and 

restricted items to be traded in Central Africa. 

 

 Support to SADC on the Review of its Revised Strategic Indicative Development 

Plan 2015–2020 and SIPO: The SADC secretariat is currently undertaking the 

review of its Revised Strategic Indicative Development Plan 2015–2020 and 

SIPO and the secretariat was invited to review and make comments on the draft 

interim report of the review document. The secretariat provided a detailed review 

of the document and made key recommendations on improving the quality and 

content of the report. In addition, the secretariat participated in the experts 

meeting of SADC member States, which considered the Interim Report on the 

Revised Strategic Indicative Development Plan and SIPO, which took place in 

Dar es Salaam, United Republic of Tanzania, in August 2019.  

 

 The secretariat convened the annual meeting of the Subregional Coordination 

Mechanism for Eastern and Southern Africa (SRCM-ESA) in Livingstone in June 

2019. The meeting brought together United Nations agencies, the Common 

Market for Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA) and the Intergovernmental 

Authority on Development (IGAD) and SADC, as well as intergovernmental 

organizations in East and Southern Africa. The theme of the meeting was on 

promoting industrialization through the African Continental Free Trade Area: the 

role of regional economic communities and intergovernmental organizations in 

Eastern and Southern Africa. The meeting resulted in the commitment to ensure 

that the collaboration in support of regional economic communities and 

intergovernmental organizations in promoting industrialization and the African 

Continental Free Trade Area was coordinated, coherent and in synergy. 

Stakeholders identified and agreed upon the following specific priority areas of 

collaboration: (i) development of a knowledge sharing platform; (ii) generation 

of disaggregated data; (iii) initiatives on industrialization infrastructure and the 

blue economy; and (iv) cross-cutting issues of migration, gender, human rights 

and skills.  

 

 In its continued support to the Economic Community of West African States 

(ECOWAS), the secretariat’s support has led to the adoption of the currency 
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“ECO” and a flexible exchange rate, together with a monetary policy framework 

centred on inflation targeting, and the federal system for the Common Central 

Bank by Heads of State and Government of ECOWAS. The secretariat will 

continue its support and a planned mission to Abuja will focus on four main areas: 

(i) a methodological guide on regional survey process, including the identification 

of a relevant approach for gathering information from stakeholders; (ii) survey 

tools (in both paper and online versions); (iii) instructional guide; and (iv) manual 

for the analysis of survey data. 

 

 Enhancing collaboration with and support to regional economic communities: in 

strengthening the collaboration with regional economic communities, the 

secretariat now holds regular meetings with the leadership of the secretariat and 

regional economic communities. These meetings have provided opportunities to 

take stock of past and ongoing collaborative activities as well as identify 

emerging areas for future collaboration, and modalities of monitoring 

implementation and measuring results. 

 

 Continued support for the implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action in 

the African region: the secretariat has continued to provide support for the Vienna 

Programme of Action and has commenced work, preparing a side event to be 

convened on the margins of the Global Review Meeting on the theme of financing 

the Sustainable Development Goals in Africa’s landlocked least developed 

countries through strengthened trade ties within the framework of the African 

Continental Free Trade Area. The side event would explore how to enhance 

resource mobilization for the implementation of the Istanbul Programme of 

Action for the Least Developed Countries for the Decade 2011–2020 and the 

Vienna Programme of Action for Landlocked Developing Countries for the 

Decade 2014–2024 within the framework of the African Continental Free Trade 

Area and support the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals through 

the implementation of the 2030 Agenda. It is intended that the side event will 

achieve a number of objectives, including: (i) review the key trends of financing 

transport, energy and ICT infrastructure in regions with the least developed 

countries and landlocked developing countries; (ii) share ideas, lessons and best 

practices on how to improve the use of different sources of financing; and 

(iii) identify alternative and innovative sources of finance that can be used for 

implementation of the Istanbul Programme of Action and the Vienna Programme 

of Action, and provide guidance on how the least developed countries and 

landlocked developing countries can access the resources.  

 

E. Partnerships 
 

Some of the Commission’s new and prospective partnerships are indicated below: 

 Partnership with the Republic of Korea, through the Korea Africa Foundation, 

under a Memorandum of Agreement to support the capacity-building of member 

States in areas of nationally determined contributions to climate action, means of 

implementation, and policy research on key issues related to the integration of 

climate change into development planning for more resilient economies in Africa.  
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 Partnership with the High Commission for Planning of Morocco to facilitate joint 

studies, strengthen the production of statistics and indicators to follow up on the 

implementation of the 2030 Agenda. The Agreement will also facilitate tripartite 

cooperation between the secretariat, the High Commission for Planning of 

Morocco and African statistics institutions.  
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ANNEXES 

 

Annex I 

Key events undertaken by the Commission 
 

Title of event Venue Date 

Joint ECA – ECE International Public 

Private Partnerships (PPPs) Conference 

Geneva 7-9 May 2019 

Retreat on the African Union Services 

Sector Development Program within the 

framework of the African Continental 

Free Trade Area and the Programme on 

Boosting Intra-African Trade 

Nairobi 13-19 May 2019 

China - Africa Think Tank Forum Lusaka 23-24 May 2019 

Building the Capacities of the 

Parliamentary Bureaucracies in Africa 

Livingstone, 

Zambia 

5-10 June 2019 

Expert Peer Review meeting on the ECA 

Macro Econometric Model 

Addis Ababa 7 June 2019 

Launch of the Economic Report on 

Africa 

Addis Ababa 7 June 2019 

Eighteenth Meeting of the Mediterranean 

Commission on Sustainable Development 

(MCSD) 

Budva, 

Montenegro 

11-13 June 2019 

Second national consultation on SDG 

implementation 

Rabat 12-14 June 2019 

Twentieth meeting of the Association of 

European Senates 

Paris 14 June 2019 

Eisenhower Fellowships Africa Regional Kigali 14-16 June 2019 

Seminar on the Moroccan economy and 

the climate change challenge 

Rabat 17 June 2019 

Annual meeting on the Project LINK and 

the World Economic Situation and 

Prospects (WESP) report  

New York  17-21 June 2019 

National workshop on Compilation and 

Application of EE-SUTs on Energy 

Accra 17-21 June 2019 

European Development Days Brussels  18-19 June 2019 

Eleventh African Task Force on Food and 

Nutrition Development (ATFFND) 

Malabo 19-21 June 2019 

Expert Group Meeting on Women’s 

Entrepreneurship Report (WER): 

Education and Finance for Productive 

Entrepreneurship 

Addis Ababa 24-25 June 2019 
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AfCFTA in motion: Taking Africa’s 

integration to the next level for a 

prosperous continent 

Dakar 24-25 June 2019 

Economic Summit on Global Illicit Trade  Addis Ababa 25 June 2019 

Conference on Integrating the Maghreb 

and unlocking its economic potential 

Tunis 25 June 2019 

Africa Blue Economy Forum (ABEF) Tunis 25-26 June 2019 

Third annual summit of the Women in 

Africa Initiative (WiA): How do African 

women engage the world and create a 

new paradigm? 

Marrakech  27-28 June 2019 

AfCFTA Implementation breaking down 

geographical, logistical and regulatory 

barriers to trade and investment in the 

Horn top boost industrialization: A focus 

on pharmaceutical industry 

Addis Ababa 27-28 June 2019 

Capacity Development Workshop on 

Implementing, Monitoring and Reporting 

on the New Urban Agenda (NUA) and 

SDG 11 in Africa—Eastern and Southern 

Africa 

Lusaka 27-28 June 2019 

National workshop on Integrating non-

traditional data sources in the production 

of Official Statistics and Indicators: 

Institutional and organisational 

environment, cooperation, dialogue and 

partnerships 

United 

Republic of 

Tanzania  

1-4 July 2019 

Measuring the contribution of financial 

services to regional value chains 

Lagos, 

Nigeria 

4-5 July 2019 

Workshop on ‘Migration narratives: 

achieving data-based communication’  

Skhirat, 

Morocco 

4-5 July 2019 

Parliamentary Assembly of the 

Mediterranean second standing 

committee meeting on “Alternative 

Capital Markets for economic growth in 

the Mediterranean - the critical role of 

parliamentarians” 

Milan, Italy 4-5 July 2019 

Third edition of the Ivorian Diaspora: 

“Talents and Investors” -Employment 

and Opportunities 

Abidjan 15-16 July 2019 

COMESA High-level Business Summit Nairobi 15-21 July 2019 

Tunisia AfCFTA Forum Sfax, Tunis 

 

29 July 2019 

31 July 2019 
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The third session of the Specialized 

Technical Committee on Health, 

Population and Drug Control (STC-

HPDC-3) 

Cairo 29 July-2 August 2019 

African Civil Registration and Vital 

Statistics Day 

Continental  10 August 2019 

Training on the Integrated Planning and 

Reporting Toolkit (IPRT) 

Addis Ababa 27-29 August 2019 

Consultative workshop on the 

formulation of the Blue Economy 

Strategy for Africa 

Nairobi  30-31 August 2019 

Expert Group Meeting on African 

Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) 

Country Business Index (ACBI) 

Addis Ababa 2-3 September 2019 
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Annex II 

Key upcoming events 
 

Event  Venue Date 

Twenty-fifth session of the Intergovernmental 

Committee of Senior Officials and Experts 

(ICSOE) for Southern Africa: “Strategies and 

policies for the integration of Micro, Small 

and Medium Scale Enterprises in the 

industrialization process in Southern Africa” 

Ezulwini, 

Eswatini 

10-13 September 2019 

Expert Group Meeting to review the study on: 

Harmonization of regional industrialization 

strategies and policies in Southern Africa 

Ezulwini, 

Eswatini 

11-12 September 2019 

Technical Assistance to Ethiopia on Tax and 

Fiscal Policy 

Addis Ababa 11-19 September 2019 

 

Technical assistance mission on the revision 

of the statistics act of Seychelles 

Mahe, 

Seychelles 

15-20 September 2019 

National validation of Burkina Faso public 

policy analysis methodology manual 

Ouagadougou, 

Burkina Faso 

16 -18 September 2019 

Strengthening the Capacities of ECA Member 

States to Develop Geospatial Information 

Services in Support of the Implementation 

and Monitoring of the Sustainable 

Development Goal 

Niamey 17-19 September 2019 

Macroeconomic Modelling Support to 

Cameroon, Mauritania and Zimbabwe  

Yaoundé,  

Nouakchott, 

Harare 

16-20 September 2019, 

2-4 September 2019 and 

1-4 October 2019 

National Awareness and Information Forum 

on the stakes and opportunities of the African 

Continental Free Trade Area 

Kinshasa 17-28 September 2019 

Africa Region Preparatory Meeting for the 

United Nations Climate Action Summit 

New York 21 September 2019  

Workshop on Data Science Capability Addis Ababa 23-25 September 2019 

Thirty-fifth session of the Intergovernmental 

Committee of Senior Officials and Experts 

(ICE) for Central Africa 

Malabo 23-27 September 2019 

Stakeholders meeting of the Joint Secretariat 

of RCM-Africa 

Addis Ababa 25 September 2019 

Inception Meeting on the Framework and 

Guidelines on Monitoring and Evaluation in 

RCM-Africa and its Subregional 

Coordination Mechanisms (SRCMs) 

Addis Ababa 26 September 2019 

Workshop on Morocco’s forestry sector 

accounts 

Rabat 30 September – 

4 October 2019 

Technical Workshop on the formulation of 

Vision 2050 and the New Strategic Indicative 

Development Plan- 2020-2030 for SADC 

Gaborone 7-8 October 2019 
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First regional thematic conference on 

“Managing a statistical organization in times 

of change” 

Pretoria, South 

Africa 

7-9 October 2019 

Burkina Faso's training on public policy 

analysis and project formulation and 

Monitoring & Evaluation 

Ouagadougou 7-11 October 2019 

East African Capacity Building Workshop on 

Drought Monitoring and Forecasting 

Addis Ababa 8-10 October 2019 

Training workshops on Strengthening the 

Capacities of African Governments for 

Integrating Accountability in Development 

Planning – Benin, Cameroon, Zambia, Kenya 

Contonou, 

Yaoundé, 

Lusaka, 

Nairobi 

9-10 September 2019, 

7-18 October 2019, 

21 October - 

1 November 2019, 

4-15 November 2019 

High-level policy dialogue on climate 

resilient investment in reconstruction and 

development – Building Back Better 

Harare 14-16 October 2019 

Fifth Conference of African Ministers 

Responsible for Civil Registration 

Lusaka 14-18 October 2019 

Regional workshop on National Quality 

Assurance Framework 

Addis Ababa 14-18 October 2019 

United Nations integrated strategy for the 

Sahel (UNISS) Steering Committee Meeting 

Dakar 21 October 2019 

Tenth meeting of the Inter-agency and Expert 

Group on Sustainable Development Goal 

Indicators 

Addis Ababa 21-24 October 2019 

Programme planning and performance 

capacity-building workshop 

Addis Ababa 21-25 October 2019 

SRCM: Joint ECA and ECOWAS Regional 

meeting on the Sahel 2043 vision and its 

implementation roadmap 

Dakar 22-24 October 2019 

Regional Workshop on coordination of 

gender statistics and Expert Group Meeting 

on the status of gender statistics in Africa 

Report 

Accra 22-23 October 2019  

Meeting of the Gender Data Network Accra 24-25 October 2019 

National Training Workshop on gender 

statistics 

Accra 28-29 October 2019 

National Transfer Account Forum and High-

level dialogue on Demographic Dynamics for 

Development: Experts to meet on Data 

Revolution for measuring demographic 

dynamics 

Dakar 28-30 October 2019 

The African Community of Practice (AfCOP) 

Forum 

Dakar October 

Launch of the 2019 structural transformation 

(STEPS) profile for Chad and Validation of 

Chad’s Industrialization and Economic 

Diversification Masterplan 

N’Djamena October  
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Validation workshop on the study on the 

Implementation of Trade Defence Measures 

(Anti-Dumping, Safeguard and Subsidies) 

N’Djamena October 

Launch of the 2019 structural transformation 

(STEPS) profile for the Central African 

Republic 

Bangui October 

EGM on Africa Mining Vision: A Guide for 

Reviewing and Improving Africa’s Mineral 

Fiscal Regimes 

TBC October 

WSIS Regional Review Meeting 2019 Yaoundé October 

Tenth Africa Regional Review Conference on 

Beijing +25 organized with the African Union 

Commission as the fourth Specialized 

Technical Committee on Gender Equality and 

Women’s Empowerment 

Addis Ababa  27 October-1 November 

2019 

Workshop on the development of national 

user engagement strategy to monitor and 

evaluate the Sustainable Development Goal 

indicators 

Burundi,  

Cameroon 

28 October - 

1 November 2019, 

4-8 November 2019 

Regional Policy Dialogue on Sahel 2043 Ouagadougou 4-6 November 2019 

Review and validation meetings on the 

reports produced on Sustainable Development 

Goal 11 indicators for Monastir and Tozeur in 

the framework of the programme Monitoring 

and Reporting on Human Settlements 

Indicators in Africa 

Tunisia 4-8 November 2019 

Policy dialogue on “Blue economy and 

climate change in Eastern and Southern 

Africa” 

Mahe, 

Seychelles 

7-8 November 2019 

ECA-Arab Maghreb Union regional seminar 

on the potential impact of the AfCFTA on the 

economies of Arab Maghreb Union Countries 

Rabat 11-12 November 2019 

EGM on “Domestic Resource Mobilization in 

Africa: The Role of Cities” 

Addis Ababa  12-13 November 2019 

EGM on monitoring of social investment in 

Africa 

Addis Ababa 12-13 November 2019 

Third session of the Committee on Social 

Policy, Poverty and Gender 

Addis Ababa  14-15 November 2019 

Expert Group Meeting on “Trade Facilitation 

in North Africa for Enhanced Regional 

Economic Integration: Challenges, 

Opportunities and the Way Forward”. 

Aswan, Egypt 25-26 November 2019 

Subregional Office for North Africa thirty-

fourth Intergovernmental Committee of 

Experts under the theme: “AfCFTA from an 

employment lens: Impact of improved trade 

facilitation and regional integration for North 

Africa” 

Aswan, Egypt 25-28 November 2019 
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2019 African Economic Conference (AEC) Sharm el-

Sheikh, Egypt 

2-4 December 2019  

Twenty-fifth Conference of the Parties (COP 

25) 

Santiago 2-13 December 2019 

 

Twelfth International Colloquium of Rabat 

under the theme: “African Continental Free 

Trade Area and Regional Integration in 

Africa: sustainable growth drivers and job 

creation” 

Rabat 5-7 December 2019 

Tenth annual meeting of the Central Africa 

Subregional Coordination Mechanism for the 

United Nations system-wide support to the 

African Union and its NEPAD Programme  

Yaoundé December 2019 

Policy dialogue on “Land, Identity and 

socioeconomic transformation in Southern 

Africa” 

TBC TBC 
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Annex III 

List of publications 
 

 Below is a list of the research publications produced by the Commission during the 

reporting period.  

 

Thematic reports and applications 

 

 Report on the State of Urbanization in Africa  

 

STEPS Profile: Eswatini 

STEPS Profile: Malawi 

STEPS Profile: Mauritius 

STEPS Profile: Liberia 

 

 Quality of Institutions and Structural Transformation: Distortions and Resource 

Allocation in North Africa 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


