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The Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) is convening the 

twentieth-third quarterly briefing with African ambassadors accredited to Ethiopia on 27 June 

2019, to exchange views on the work of the secretariat of ECA. The report provides an overview 

of the substantive work carried out by the secretariat from January to April 2019 in implementing 

its programme of work. The activities are grouped under topics relating to key events, knowledge-

generation and information-sharing, and capacity development, which includes extending 

technical support to member States and consensus-building. The report also presents some of the 

collaborations carried out by the secretariat with key partners. 

 

A. Key events 
 

1. Fifty-second session of the Commission and Conference of African Ministers of 

Finance, Planning and Economic Development  

 

Held on the theme of “Fiscal policy, trade and the private sector in the digital era: a strategy 

for Africa” in Marrakech, Morocco, from 20 to 26 March, the Conference brought together 

African ministers and experts responsible for finance, planning and economic development to 

discuss with heads of regional economic communities, private sector actors and members of civil 

society and academia on the centrality of fiscal policy if governments were to increase revenue 

for financing development. The discussions also were focused on the need to leverage the 

opportunities presented by the digital economy to accelerate diversification and inclusion. A 

ministerial statement that included important calls for Governments to take actions in the areas of 

digitalization to enhance fiscal performance, leverage the African Continental Free Trade Area 

and support resource mobilization was adopted by the Conference. Member States also called for 

more to be done regarding infrastructure development and data and statistics.  

 

The following eight resolutions were adopted by member States:  

 

(a) 962(LII) Data and statistics; 

(b) 963(LII) Midterm review of the Vienna Programme of Action for the Landlocked 

Developing Countries for the Decade 2014-2024;  

(c) 964(LII) 2020 programme plan and budget; 

(d) 965(LII) Luxembourg Protocol to the Convention on International Interests in 

Mobile Equipment on Matters Specific to Railway Rolling Stock;  

(e) 966(LII) Review of the intergovernmental structure of the Economic Commission 

for Africa pursuant to its resolution 943(XLIX) and resolution 957(LI); 

(f) 967(LII) Progress in the implementation of the Programme of Action for the Least 

Developed Countries for the Decade 2011-2020 and preparation for the Fifth United Nations 

Conference on the Least Developed Countries;  

(g) 968(LII) Fiscal policy, trade and the private sector in a digital era: a strategy for 

Africa; and;  

(h) 969(LII) Digitization and the digital economy initiative.  
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During the Conference, the secretariat piloted a digital evaluation system to gather 

feedback in real time on the organization of the event with the objective to use the information to 

improve the effectiveness and efficiency of future similar events. A total of 78 per cent of 

evaluation respondents indicated that the conference fulfilled their reason for attending the event. 

 

2. The twentieth session of the Regional Coordination Mechanism for Africa 

 

The twentieth session of the Regional Coordination Mechanism for Africa was held in 

Marrakech, Morocco, on 23 and 24 March, It was organized in collaboration with the regional 

teams of the United Nations Sustainable Development Group for Eastern and Southern Africa and 

for Western and Central Africa on the theme “United Nations system support for the African 

Union in commemorating 2019 as the Year of Refugees, Returnees and Internally Displaced 

Persons: towards durable solutions to forced displacement in Africa”. In addition to discussions 

on the theme, the session deliberated on the functioning of the Mechanism and its subregional 

coordination mechanisms, and assessed their achievements and challenges and the way forward 

towards strengthening the coherent and efficient delivery of support to the African Union and its 

organs in the context of the African Union and United Nations reforms.  

 

3. Annual Investment Meeting 2019, Dubai  

 

The secretariat attended the Annual Investment Meeting, held in Dubai, United Arab 

Emirates, from 8 to 11 April. The secretariat’s engagement focused on investment and digital 

prospects in Africa with the view that digitalization can help the continent structurally transform 

and develop through the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and 

Agenda 2063: The Africa We Want, of the African Union. It also focused on the importance of 

digital identity, trade and economy for the development and structural transformation of Africa 

through the Digital Identity, Digital Trade and Digital Economy initiative, which is being carried 

out by ECA in collaboration with the African Union Commission. The objectives of these 

contributions were to build on the ongoing work on national competitive strategies and expand 

collaboration with Dubai Ports World to build new business models for logistical performance, 

especially for African ports.  

 

4. Thirty-second ordinary session of the Assembly of the African Union and 

launch of the Centre of Excellence on Digital Identity, Trade and Economy 
 

The secretariat actively participated and supported the annual summit of African Heads of 

State and Government, which was held in Addis Ababa from 15 January to 11 February 2019. 

During the thirty-second ordinary session of the Assembly of the African Union, the Executive 

Secretary delivered a speech at the session of the Executive Council, which focused on the issue 

of internal displacement, refugees, identity and economic development. The secretariat also took 

part in a number of events centred on the issues of governance, health-care development, 

migration and the Agreement Establishing the Continental Free Trade Area.  

 

On the margins of the session, the secretariat launched the ECA Centre of Excellence on 

Digital Identity, Trade and Economy. The Centre will function as an on-demand source of 

technical advice for countries on their digital ID and digital economy. It will also conduct research 

on the multifarious dimensions of the digital economy and pool and coordinate digital-economy 

related work in the Commission. The Centre is being served by an advisory board that is co-

chaired by Paul Kagame, President of Rwanda, and Abiy Ahmed, Prime Minister of Ethiopia.  

 



3 

5. Country visits  

 

During the period under review, the Executive Secretary paid visits to the following 

countries: 

 

(a) On 28 January, in Nouakchott, the Executive Secretary met with the President of 

Mauritania and senior government officials to discuss the priority areas of the African Continental 

Free Trade Area, innovative financing mechanisms, fiscal policies and diversification, and the 

digital transformation in Africa. 

 

(b) The Executive Secretary met with the Head of Government and senior officials of 

Morocco in Rabat on 29 and 30 January 2019 to discuss the digital economy and e-commerce, 

intellectual property rights, conducive tax policies, employment and the Leadership Fund for 

African Women.  

 

(c) The Executive Secretary met with the Prime Minister of Egypt and senior 

government officials in Cairo on 31 January and 1 February 2019. The topics of discussion of the 

meetings were balanced growth and macroeconomic stability, national debt, tax policy, innovative 

financing for health, employment, digitalization and the African Continental Free Trade Area. 

 

(d) On 17 and 18 April 2019, the Executive Secretary paid an official visit to Cameroon 

to hold talks with the President, Prime Minister and other senior government officials. The focus 

of the meeting was on the implementation of the Agreement Establishing the African Continental 

Free Trade Area, the digital transformation in Africa and the development and implementation of 

productive macroeconomic policies that guarantee peace and security.  

 

6. Retreat of the United Cities and Local Governments – Africa 

 

With a view to strengthening partnerships with local authorities and cities in Africa, the 

secretariat attended the strategic retreat of the United Cities and Local Governments – Africa, 

which took place in Ifran, Morocco, from 18 to 21 February 2019. The retreat underscored the 

need to strengthen local dimensions and to ensure urban issues are integrated into major 

continental priority frameworks and policy processes.  

 

7. Fourth Africa Climate Resilience Investment Summit 

 

The secretariat participated in the Fourth African Climate Resilience Investment Summit, 

which took place in Johannesburg, South Africa, on 6 and 7 March 2019. The Summit provided a 

platform for governments, civil society and the private sector to focus on climate resilient solutions 

and funding to harness action at scale. It included high-level expert panels to showcase priority 

areas of climate resilient investments. During the event, the secretariat highlighted its ongoing 

work on urbanization and chaired a high-level panel on resilient cities.  

 

8. Fifty-second session of the Commission on Population and Development 

 

The fifty-second session of the Commission on Population and Development, held in New 

York from 1 to 5 April 2019, reviewed and appraised the implementation of the Programme of 

Action of the International Conference on Population and Development. It provided an excellent 

opportunity for the secretariat to inform member States and Permanent Observers on successes 
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and continuing challenges relating to the implementation of the Addis Ababa Declaration on 

Population and Development in Africa beyond 2014.  

 

9. Africa Business Health Forum  

 

The secretariat, in collaboration with GBC Health and the Dangote Foundation, organized 

the Africa Business: Health Forum in Addis Ababa on 12 February 2019 on the margins of the 

thirty-second ordinary session of the Assembly of the African Union. African leaders, ministers, 

chief executive officers and representatives of the African Development Bank, the African Union 

and the United Nations convened the Forum with the stated objective to unify key decision makers 

in Africa in exploring opportunities for catalysing growth in the continent’s economy through 

business partnerships to invest in the health sector. Also during the Forum, a report on health and 

economic growth, which benefited from the inputs and contributions extended by the Joint 

Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) and the World Health Organization (WHO), was launched. 

 

10. 2019 African Ministerial Pre-Consultative Meeting for the sixty-third session of 

the Commission on the Status of Women 

 

The secretariat co-hosted the 2019 African Ministerial Pre-Consultative Meeting for the 

sixty-third session of the Commission on the Status of Women on the theme “Social protection 

systems, access to public services and sustainable infrastructure for gender equality and the 

empowerment of women” in Cairo from 3 to 6 February 2019. Discussions on the theme centred 

on linkages between the provision of social protection systems and public services and sustainable 

infrastructure in a holistic approach towards guaranteeing secured income for women and in 

promoting gender equality. 

 

11. Joint Economic Commission for Africa-World Bank Round-table Workshop on 

Jobs and Economic Transformation  
 

The secretariat and World Bank held a joint round-table workshop on jobs and economic 

transformation in Africa on 5 March 2019. Participants in the high-level workshop included 

ministers from several member States and members of the private sector. The workshop discussed 

the role of jobs in economic transformation, and how the African Continental Free Trade Area 

and digitalization can play a key role in strengthening job creation and increasing economic 

growth. 

 

12. Strengthening accountability in national planning 

 

As part of a development account project being implemented by the secretariat, an 

intergovernmental peer review meeting on strengthening the capacities of African Governments 

in integrating accountability into national development planning was held in Addis Ababa on 30 

and 31 January 2019. The five pilot countries covered by the project are Benin, Cameroon, Egypt, 

Kenya and Zambia. The meeting reviewed and validated the findings and recommendations of the 

countries’ planning and statistics case studies and resulting draft national strategies for integrating 

accountability in national development planning. 
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13. Twenty-second Meeting of the Intergovernmental Committee of Senior officials 

and Experts for West Africa 

 

Held in Robertsfield, Liberia, from 8 to 10 May 2019, the meeting focused on the theme 

“The demographic dynamics for sustainable development in West Africa: challenges and policy 

measures”. The theme was considered relevant given the significant proportion of the population 

of people in the subregion who are under the age of 15 years. The meeting, which brought together 

many high-level officials, deliberated on a number of issues, including the review of the work of 

the subregional office. Prior to the meeting, an ad hoc expert group meeting was organized on 6 

and 7 May 2019, on the theme “National capacities and mechanisms in evaluating progress in the 

implementation of agendas 2030 and 2063: assessment, challenges and prospects in West Africa”. 

 

14. Fifth International Conference on Big Data for Official Statistics  

 

The fifth International Conference on Big Data for Official Statistics was held in Kigali 

from April 29 to 3 May 2019. Organized by the United Nations Statistics Division, the secretariat 

and the African Development Bank, in collaboration with the National Institute of Statistics of 

Rwanda and the Office for National statistics of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 

Ireland, the Conference focused on strategic issues and directions and the coordination of activities 

regarding the use of new data sources and new technologies, which is essential for national 

statistical systems to remain relevant in a fast-moving data landscape. The Conference was 

preceded by a three-day training workshop and seminars devoted to African countries on big data 

and Data Science Campus for official statistics. 

 

15. Fifth session of the Africa Regional Forum on Sustainable Development  

 

The secretariat, together with the Government of Morocco and in collaboration with the 

African Union Commission, the African Development Bank and the United Nations system, 

convened the fifth session of the Africa Regional Forum on Sustainable Development in 

Marrakech, Morocco, from 16 to 18 April 2019. The Forum was held on the theme “Empowering 

people and ensuring inclusiveness and equality”, in line with that of the upcoming 2019 meeting 

of the high-level political forum on sustainable development, which is scheduled to be held under 

the auspices of the United Nations Economic and Social Council in New York from 9 to 18 

July 2019. It conducted a regional follow-up and review of progress made in achieving the 

Sustainable Development Goals of the 2030 Agenda and the goals of Agenda 2063. The session 

provided a platform for peer learning, including sharing approaches, experiences and lessons 

learned, in conducting voluntary national reviews and other efforts to advance the integrated 

implementation of the two agendas. It deliberated on the priorities and policy recommendations 

of Africa in the form of key messages as the region’s input to the 2019 meeting of the high-level 

political forum on sustainable development and the summit meeting on the Sustainable 

Development Goals, to be held in New York on 24 and 25 September 2019.  

 

The Regional Forum had more than 800 participants, comprising African ministers and 

senior government officials from 45 member States; representative of the African Union 

Commission, regional economic communities and other intergovernmental bodies; major groups; 

United Nations bodies and specialized agencies; and other international organizations and 

development partners. The outcome from the Forum included the adoption of key messages, 

including policy recommendations, and the Marrakech Declaration on Sustainable Development 

in Africa. Both outcomes constitute the regional input of Africa to the 2019 meetings of the high-



6 

level political forum on sustainable development to be held in July and in September 2019. The 

Forum recommended that member States use these outcomes in efforts at national, regional and 

global levels to empower people and ensure inclusiveness and equality, and to accelerate progress 

in achieving the Sustainable Development Goals of the 2030 Agenda and the goals of 

Agenda 2063. 

 

16. Contribution to secretariat planning, reporting and reforms 

 

During the period under review, the secretariat engaged in a number of planning, reporting, 

monitoring and evaluation activities. These included the following: 

 

(a) Completion of the 2019 Annual Business Plan, 2020 Programme Plan and the 

Executive Secretary’s 2019 Compact with the Secretary-General. The Compact has been designed 

to improve accountability and enhance the implementation of the secretariat’s programme and 

contribute towards efforts to accelerate the implementation of the 2030 Agenda and Agenda 2063. 

 

(b) Annual Report of the Executive Secretary on the activities of the Commission 

for 2018, the 2018 Programme Performance Report and the Compact report for 2018. 

 

(c) As part of the ongoing implementation of the Phase II of the United Nations reform 

process, the secretariat coordinated consultative meetings with key stakeholders, together with 

Centro de Pensamiento Estratégico Internacional, on the review of United Nations regional assets. 

 

(d) Completion of the 2019 Partners Survey: The objective of the survey was to attain 

feedback on the relevance and effectiveness of the secretariat’s interventions vis-à-vis its three 

core functions as a think tank, convening function and operational function. Findings of the survey 

are being used for organizational learning to improve on the work of the organization. Some of 

the key survey results are the following: 80 per cent of the respondents indicated that the 

secretariat’s research outputs were consistently of high quality; 75 per cent of the respondents 

indicated that the secretariat applies a cutting-edge understanding of African development policy 

issues; 80 per cent of the respondents were of the view that the secretariat was an effective partner 

that provides dedicated regional intergovernmental and multi-stakeholder platforms for the 

continent; and in terms of policy advise, 70 per cent of the respondents indicated the secretariat 

policy engagement was consistently of high quality and 71 per cent of the respondents agreed that 

the secretariat contributes to the improvement of national policies, strategies, or legislative 

frameworks.  

 

A comprehensive list of the events and activities carried out by the secretariat is provided 

in annex I of the present report.  

 

B. Knowledge generation and information-sharing  
 

The secretariat furthered its efforts to facilitate and support the shaping of continental 

perspectives on emerging and key issues of interests by conducting research on a range of issues 

related to economic, social and sustainable development. The research studies, which were 

reviewed at ad hoc meetings of experts, provided recommendations to policymakers and decision 

makers.  

 

A list of the research publications produced by the secretariat during the reporting period 

is contained in annex II of the present report.  
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C. Capacity development 
 

The secretariat’s technical support to its member States over the past quarter primarily 

consisted of training, capacity development and technical advisory services across a range of 

thematic areas. 

 

1. Training and capacity enhancement 

 

(a) The training arm of the secretariat, the African Institute for Economic Development 

and Planning (IDEP), delivered six courses for the period under review to 688 individuals from 

more than 40 African countries (see annex III). The training sessions dealt with various thematic 

areas and were intended to strengthen the capacities of policymakers in the formulation of 

economic policies and national development plans.  

 

(b) To strengthen capacities towards the implementation of the Agreement Establishing 

the African Continental Free Trade Area, a sampling of the Commission’s support is as follows:  

 

(i) The secretariat, in partnership with the United Nations Conference on Trade 

and Development (UNCTAD), organized a train-the-trainers seminar in Addis 

Ababa from 29 to 31 January 2019 on trade in value added in the context of the 

UNCTAD-ECA Development Account Project aimed at strengthening services trade 

policymaking for integration in Africa into regional value chains in support of the 

2030 Agenda. The objective of the project is to support a group of African countries 

(Ethiopia, Mali, the Gambia, Kenya, Togo and Nigeria) with tools and 

methodologies to gain a better understanding of services value chains in three 

services sectors − financial, tourism and infrastructure services. The project is 

supporting the design, adoption and implementation of coherent evidence-based 

services policies that contribute towards efforts aimed at reaching the services targets 

contained in the Sustainable Development Goals. The seminar was intended to 

strengthen the analytical capacities of the selected countries in measuring services 

value chains in these three sectors. 

 

(ii) Working in collaboration with UNCTAD, the secretariat delivered training on 

trade, employment and informality, and the natural resource curse. The regional 

training course benefited 30 governments experts on areas of trade, employment and 

resource management topics.  

 

(iii) Trainings for national teams to leverage the ECCAS-CEMAC Harmonized 

Preferential Tariff regime (Central African Republic and Sao Tome and Principe): 

The secretariat organized trainings for members of the national approval committees 

and economic stakeholders in the Central African Republic (16-18 January 2019) 

and Sao Tome and Principe (9-11 January 2019) on the procedures for accrediting 

their industrial products into the ECCAS-CEMAC Harmonized Preferential Tariff 

regime. The objective of the sessions, which had a total of 161 trainees, were to 

enhance the implementation of the Agreement Establishing the Continental Free 

Trade Area. 

 

(iv) The secretariat, in coordination with its Network of Economic Journalists for 

West Africa, organized a media workshop in Monrovia from 5 to 8 February 2019 

that focused on enhancing the media’s support to the Agreement Establishing the 



8 

Continental Free Trade Area. Thirty journalists were informed about the 

socioeconomic benefits of implementing the Agreement to encourage increased 

advocacy efforts for the ratification and implementation of it West Africa.  

 

(v) In collaboration with the European Union, the secretariat organized national 

consultation forums on the Agreement Establishing the Continental Free Trade Area 

for Togo (11-15 March 2019), Mauritania (10 and 11 April 2019), Cameroon (16 

and 17 April 2019), the Niger (29 and 30 April 2019) and Côte d’Ivoire (2 and 3 

May 2019). These events gave the private sector and other stakeholders the 

opportunity to engage in dialogue and consensus-building with policymakers and 

development partners. They have also demonstrated the need for urgent information-

sharing. 

 

(c) To strengthen statistical capacities, below are examples of some of the initiatives of the 

secretariat: 

 

(i) The secretariat, in collaboration with the National Institute of Statistics –

Cameroon, organized a workshop for statisticians from 20 francophone African 

countries to strengthen their capacities in disseminating data and metadata produced 

by national statistical systems using the United Nations-recommended standards and 

tools in support of communication, dissemination and use of indicators related to the 

Sustainable Development Goals. 

 

(ii) Regional Workshop for Eastern African Countries on the Implementation of 

National Spatial Data Infrastructure in Africa: The focus of the workshop, held in 

Addis Ababa from 22 to 25 April 2019, was on the stepwise guidelines for the 

development and implementation of national spatial data infrastructure in African 

countries. This workshop, the first on this type, was held jointly with an expert 

consultation and meeting on the development of the implementation guide of an 

integrated geospatial information framework, an initiative being implemented with 

support from the United Nations Global Geospatial Information Management, the 

World Bank, member States and regional entities. 

 

(iii) The secretariat and the United Nations Population Fund organized a workshop 

aimed at building the capacity of census managers from 15 National Statistical 

Offices in the Eastern and Southern African subregions in census processes in 

Johannesburg, South Africa, from 25 to 29 March 2019. The main objective of the 

workshop was to strengthen the technical and operational capacities of countries to 

plan and implement the 2020 round of censuses, in line with international standards, 

and to use the census data to inform national development processes and efforts 

aimed at monitoring and reporting on the implementation of the 2030 Agenda. The 

following countries participated in the workshop: Angola, Botswana, the Comoros, 

the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Eswatini, Kenya, Lesotho, Madagascar, 

Malawi, Mozambique, Namibia, South Africa, South Sudan, the United Republic of 

Tanzania and Zambia. 

 

(iv) Workshop on capacity-building in collecting data and analysing causes of 

death: Held in Addis Ababa from 11 to 13 March 2019, the secretariat facilitated the 

workshop, which was attended by 19 experts from Botswana, Egypt, Ethiopia, 

Mauritius, Mozambique, Namibia, South Africa, Tunisia, Zanzibar (United Republic 
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of Tanzania) and Zimbabwe. The participants were instructed on how to use and 

interpret the results from the analysis of causes of (national) deaths for action 

(ANACONDA) tool. 

 

(v) The secretariat has been providing technical assistance to Ghana and Nigeria 

to strengthen further the countries’ capacity in the following areas related to energy: 

compiling energy accounts; defining and laying out the overall structure of the 

energy accounts; building awareness about energy accounts to senior officials; and 

coordinating activities among data producers and users. The overall objective of the 

project is to measure progress in attaining Sustainable Development Goal 7: 

affordable and clean energy. 

 

(vi) The secretariat provided technical support to the newly established National 

Civil Registration Authority in Sierra Leone, from 28 January to 1 February 2019, 

in planning and conducting a comprehensive assessment and developing an action 

plan to improve the civil registration and vital statistics system. 

 

(vii) The secretariat and United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization of the 

United Nations (FAO) have been extending technical assistance on Environmentally 

Extended Supply and Use Tables on forestry accounts to Cameroon, Morocco and 

Senegal. The main objectives of this activity are to improve environmental and 

economic statistics flow and analysis, supply specific tools for forest accounts in 

physical and monetary terms for forestry products and forest areas, and enhance 

national forestry statistics through the analysis of relevant national and international 

data sources and related estimation methods. 

 

(viii) The secretariat has been providing technical support on the compilation of 

supply and use tables for Eswatini and Seychelles. A national workshop was 

organized in the countries in January and March 2019, respectively. 

 

(ix) The secretariat conducted a scoping mission in Asmara on 29 and 30 April 

2019 to discuss with senior officials in related ministries and the National Statistical 

Office how to assemble and coordinate technical expertise and resources to compile 

economic statistical data and calculate gross domestic product (GDP) and national 

income statistics and indicators for Eritrea. 

 

(x) The secretariat, in collaboration with Office for National Statistics of the 

United Kingdom, undertook advisory missions on the upcoming population and 

housing censuses for Kenya and Ghana in the respective countries in August 2019 

and March 2020. The secretariat has developed census preparation tools to assist 

member States to conduct the 2020 round of population and housing censuses in 

Africa. The tools are being customized for the population and housing census to be 

conducted in Kenya. 

 

(xi) Guidelines for the development and implementation of National Spatial Data 

Infrastructure in Africa: The secretariat has developed a white policy document on 

the principles for implementation of National Spatial Data Infrastructure in African 

countries. The document provides a stepwise approach for developing and 

implementing such infrastructure. It includes the following: (a) review of the current 

status of National Spatial Data Infrastructure in African countries; (b) identification 
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of current best practices in Africa and other regions; (c) definition of the different 

steps required to initiate the National Spatial Data Infrastructure process; 

(d) recommendations to accelerate the implementation of National Spatial Data 

Infrastructure; and (e) a proposal on how to align the National Spatial Data 

Infrastructure with the Integrated Geospatial Information Framework and come up 

with options for implementing both infrastructures. 

 

(xii) Atlas of spatial statistics: The preparation of an atlas that gives an overview of 

the knowledge of the existing and planned infrastructure facilities (transport, energy 

and telecommunication) and their connectivity in Africa, at national, subregional and 

continent levels, is ongoing. 

 

2. Technical and advisory services 

 

The secretariat responded to several requests of its member States for technical and 

advisory services. A summary of the services provided during the reporting period is listed below:  

 

(a) Natural resources, environmental issues and sustainable development 

 

(i) In partnership with the African Academy of Sciences, the secretariat launched 

the Climate Research for Development, research phase to disburse research grants 

totalling $1,500,000. As part of this process, it concluded the selection of 20 research 

projects on selected themes related to climate change and development in Africa for 

funding of $100,000 for each one over a one-year period. 

 

(ii) In collaboration with the Department of Economic of Social Affairs, the 

United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and the United Nations 

Coordination Team, the secretariat launched the Ethiopia and Cameroon pilot 

projects for an initiative to enhance policy coherence related to the Sustainable 

Development Goals through integrated assessments and institutional strengthening 

in Africa. The objectives of the initiative are to strengthen national capacity of 

development stakeholders, enhance the capacity of government officials in 

implementing the 2030 Agenda and provide relevant modelling tools to countries. 

 

(iii) The secretariat provided resource persons support to the Minerals to Metals 

initiative at the University of Cape Town for the Leaders in Extractives and African 

Development (LEAD) Programme. The Programme is a continuous professional 

development two-week residential short course designed to equip the next generation 

of leaders in the extractives sector with the skills required to catalyse sustainable 

development across Africa. It is followed by interactive sessions at the Mining 

Indaba in Cape Town. Participants are from governments, the private sector and civil 

society organizations across Africa. 

 

(iv) The secretariat provided technical support to the National Supplier 

Development Programme of the Ghana Minerals Commission and assisted with the 

review of the draft mineral and petroleum policy of Ethiopia.  
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(b) Development planning 

 

(i) As part of its support to governments on macroeconomic modelling, ECA 

organized technical missions to Djibouti and Egypt. In Djibouti, the mission helped 

to complete the preparation for conducting a macroeconomic analysis based on the 

model, and the training of officials on the use of the model. In Egypt, as it was a 

follow-up mission, the secretariat provided capacity development support and 

training to government officials. 

 

(ii) Technical support to the meeting of senior officials of the Southern African 

Development Community (SADC) on the process of formulating Vision 2050: Held 

from 20 to 23 February 2019, ECA delivered a presentation entitled “Key global 

trends: challenges and opportunities for the SADC region”. The secretariat will 

continue to give technical support to SADC on the formulation of Vision 2050 and 

Strategic Plan 2012-2030.  

 

(iii) The secretariat extended technical support to the African Union Southern 

Africa Regional Office meeting on Agenda 2063 with the private sector. The meeting, 

which brought together representatives of industry, including chambers of commerce 

and industry and associations of small and medium-scale enterprises from across the 

subregion, was held in Johannesburg, South Africa, on 2 and 3 May 2019. Based on 

the theme “Friends of Agenda 2063 – The private sector”, the meeting focused on 

the following topics: creating better awareness and knowledge for the private sector 

on Agenda 2063; increasing engagement and ownership of the Agenda by the private 

sector; building a critical mass of stakeholders in the private sector who will be 

champions and ambassadors of the Agenda; and how the private sector can support 

the mobilization of resources towards the implementation of the Agenda.  

 

(c) Trade-related issues, industry and infrastructure 

 

(i) Technical Support to the SADC Agro-Processing Value Chain Profiling Study 

Validation Workshop and the SADC senior officials meeting on the draft protocol 

on industry, the Small and Medium-scale Enterprise Study and the Regional Mining 

Vision and its action plan: Held on 1 and 2 April 2019, the secretariat provided 

technical support to the SADC secretariat in drafting of the Small and Medium-scale 

Study and the Regional Mining Vision and its action plan. The main objective of the 

agro-processing value chain profiling study was to identify the potential for 

establishing additional sustainable regional agro-processing value chains as an 

integral part of the SADC industrialization and market integration process. The 

meeting on the draft protocol on industry, the Small and Medium-scale Study and 

the Regional Mining Vision and its action plan was convened following 

recommendations of the eleventh Industrial Development Forum and the Committee 

of Senior Officials meeting, held in Windhoek on 26 and 27 February 2019, which 

requested that the three documents be resubmitted to member States for comments 

and discussion by senior officials before finalization and presentation to the 

Ministerial Committee. 

 

(ii) The secretariat conducted a scoping mission in Cairo in April, which focused 

on the Agreement Establishing the African Continental Free Trade Area. Meetings 

with senior government officials dealt with the secretariat’s support to Egypt in the 
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implementation of the Agreement in the context of the Organization for Economic 

Cooperation and Development Product Transformation Policy Review tool. An 

outcome of the mission was to support Egypt in stocktaking of existing Egyptian 

trade programmes and to identify opportunities for regional value chain development 

in the context of the Agreement. 

 

(iii) The secretariat supported the Sudan in the development of the national strategy 

for the implementation of the Agreement Establishing the Continental Free Trade 

Area. Discussions were held with ministries in charge of finance, planning, industry 

and commerce and with officials from the central bank and chambers of industry and 

commerce.  

 

(d) Consensus-building 

 

The secretariat has continued to assist its member States in articulating common positions 

on important issues through various forms of technical support and collaboration. Examples of 

this are as follows: 

 

(i) The secretariat and the Commission of the Central African Economic and 

Monetary Community (CEMAC) held a joint working retreat in Malabo from 23 to 

25 April 2019, as a follow-up to efforts aimed at strengthening joint cooperation, in 

particular, in the area of economic diversification and industrialization – a major 

pillar of the CEMAC Economic and Financial Reforms Programme. A major 

outcome of the retreat was an addendum to the existing memorandum of 

understanding to make the Douala Consensus the basis for the secretariat’s support 

to CEMAC. In addition, the two institutions agreed to work on strategies for 

specialization in regional value chains and macroeconomic stabilization and for 

promoting the active involvement of the Central African subregion in the 

implementation of the Agreement Establishing the African Continental Free Trade 

Area. The secretariat was also tasked with monitoring, on behalf of CEMAC, the 

state of economic diversification in CEMAC within the context of the Economic and 

Financial Reforms Programme. 

 

(ii) The secretariat provided technical support for the review of the report of the 

champion, Alasanne Ouattara, President of Côte d’Ivoire, on the implementation and 

monitoring of Agenda 2063. The joint ECA and African Union Commission team 

provided a technical review of the draft report and additional information on specific 

contributions different agencies were making towards the realization of the goals and 

priorities of the 2030 Agenda and Agenda 2063. At the request of the Government 

of Côte d’Ivoire, the secretariat also gave a presentation on the integrated planning 

and reporting toolkit. 

 

(iii) Contribution to the Report of the Secretary-General on the Implementation of 

the Istanbul Programme of Action for Least Developed Countries for the Decade 

2011-2020: The secretariat contributed to the Secretary-General’s annual status 

report on implementation of the Istanbul Programme of Action for Least Developed 

Countries. The report on the 33 least development countries was presented at the 

fifty-second session of the Economic Commission for Africa Conference of African 

Ministers of Finance, Planning and Economic Development and resulted in 

resolution 968(LII) in which the Conference of Ministers invited ECA, with the 
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cooperation of the Office of the High Representative for the Least Developed 

Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States, 

to organize a regional review meeting for Africa in 2020, prior to the Fifth United 

Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries. 

 

(iv) During the period under review, the secretariat participated in a meeting to 

review the SADC Climate Change Strategy and Action Plan, held in Windhoek from 

19 to 21 February 2019. The Strategy, which was developed in 2015 and preceded 

the Paris Agreement on Climate Change, was being reviewed in order to align it with 

internationally agreed goals. Among other things, the meeting agreed on the need to 

develop resource mobilization guidelines on climate finance and to establish other 

innovative financing mechanisms for the implementation of the region’s climate-

related strategies and programmes. 

 

(v) The secretariat provided advice and contributed to the development of the 

governance mechanism of the African Space Agency. This collaborative work 

contributed to the development of a number of institutional arrangements and 

organizational frameworks that needed to be put in place to develop an inclusive 

continental outer-space programme that engages in national and regional institutions 

in a collective effort. 

 

(vi) On 16 April, the secretariat organized a regional preparatory workshop for 

Africa voluntary national review countries, in collaboration with the African Union 

Commission, the Department of Economic and Social Affairs, the Office of the 

Special Adviser on Africa and UNDP. The workshop was designed to strengthen 

integrated and voluntary national reviews and reporting on the 2030 Agenda and 

Agenda 2063, prior to the high-level political forum, to be held in New York, in July 

2019. In this regard, the workshop provided an opportunity for the participating 

countries to report on the status of voluntary national review preparations and 

enabled peer-to-peer learning and exchange of experiences. The workshop also 

provided a platform to strengthen understanding on the role of supreme audit 

institutions in the implementation, review of, and follow-up to efforts to achieve the 

Sustainable Development Goals. 

 

(vii) The secretariat provided technical support to the African Union Commission 

Specialized Technical Committee on Trade, Industry and Minerals, which took place 

in Addis Ababa from 7 to 9 January 2019. The secretariat prepared an issues paper 

on the digital identity and the African Continental Free Trade Area, and presented it 

to the ministers convening the meeting. The Issues Paper also included information 

on the Digital ID Initiative and principles for good digital ID. The ministers 

recommended that the principles be endorsed and expressed that the comprehensive 

digital strategy be further considered at the summit level. The recommendations 

from the Specialized Trade Committee were adopted during the thirty-second 

Ordinary Session of the Assembly of the African Union, held in Addis Ababa from 

15 January to 11 February 2019. During the Session, the Assembly mandated the 

African Union Commission, in collaboration with African Union member States, 

ECA and relevant stakeholders, to develop a comprehensive African Union digital 

trade and digital economy development strategy, and to present it for adoption during 

the next Summit, to be held in January 2020. 
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(viii) The secretariat contributed to the preparation and follow-up on the resolution 

on the implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action for Landlocked 

Developing Countries for the Decade 2014-2024, in partnership with the United 

Nations Office of the High Representative for the Least Developed Countries, 

Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States. More 

specifically, the secretariat supported the preparation of the report of the Africa 

region and the organization of the Africa Regional Review Meeting of the Vienna 

Programme of Action. The Meeting assessed progress achieved in the 

implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action along the programme’s six 

priority areas, based on national reports. The support resulted in the adoption of 

resolution 963(LII) by the Conference of Ministers at its fifty-second session, in 

which it called upon the Commission to continue to support the implementation of 

the Vienna Programme of Action. 

 

(ix) The secretariat presented an impact assessment study on the accession of 

Tunisia to the Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa in a workshop 

organized by the country’s Ministry of Commerce and the Presidency. The workshop 

was held in Tunis on 3 and 4 April 2019. It included the presentation of the estimated 

macroeconomic and sectoral impact of the accession, which complements the study 

conducted by the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Western 

Asia on necessary regulatory and legislative adaptations.  

 

(e) Partnerships 

 

Some of the Commission’s new and prospective partnerships are indicated below: 

 

(i) Partnership with University of Turku, Finland, through the signing of a 

memorandum of understanding on areas of common interest to advance development 

in Africa. The memorandum is intended to increase cooperation and interaction on 

efforts to advance economic and social research, including the implementation of 

sound economic and social policies to address challenges faced by the continent. The 

partnership, which is also expected to enhance the mobility of experts between 

Finland and Africa, will focus on topics related to innovation, education, and science 

and technology. 

 

(ii) The secretariat is in discussions with Airbus to work on a series of activities 

aimed at promoting aviation and space technologies as enablers of development in 

Africa. 

 

(iii) In support of training and capacity development, the secretariat has signed a 

memorandum of understanding with the following institutions: the Pan-African 

Parliament, the University of Edinburgh and the Open Society Initiative for West 

Africa.  
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Annexes 
 

Annex I 

Key events undertaken by the Commission 
 

Event 

 

Venue Date 

African Union Specialized Technical 

Committee on Trade, Industry and Minerals 

Addis Ababa 7-9 January 

Ad hoc Expert Group Meeting on Review 

of the Advanced Africa Regional 

Integration Index Report (2019) 

Addis Ababa January 

Workshop on the challenges and 

opportunities of the African Continental 

Free Trade Area and dialogue on the 

country profile of Liberia, including data 

collection for the preparation of the STEPS 

profile of Liberia 

Monrovia 5-8 February 

Workshop on the preparations of the 

voluntary national review for Mauritania 

Nouakchott 6 February 

African Peer Review Focal Points Meeting  Addis Ababa 7 February 

African Peer Review Summit Addis Ababa 9 February 

Agreement Establishing the African 

Continental Free Trade Area Drafting 

Expert Group Meeting 

Addis Ababa 18-22 February 

Round table on the challenges of Africa in 

2019 

Rabat 19 February 

Second Global Conference for the countries 

undertaking voluntary national reviews 

Bonn, Germany 19 and 20 February 

Strategic workshop on rural-urban 

transformation in Ethiopia  

Addis Ababa 21 February 

Fourth Steering Committee Meeting of the 

African Trade Policy Centre 

Libreville 27 and 28 February 

African Community of Practice on 

Managing for Development Results 

Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire 27 February-1 March 

United Nations Country Team Meeting for 

Morocco 

Rabat  28 February 

Retreat of the joint secretariat of the 

Regional Coordination Mechanism for 

Africa  

Debre Zeit, Ethiopia 26 February-1 March 

Twelfth Annual Forum of Developing 

Country Investment Negotiators 

Cartagena, Colombia 27 February-1 March 

Launch of the African Peer Review 

Mechanism Africa Governance Report 

Johannesburg, South 

Africa 

1-5 March  

Fiftieth session of the United Nations 

Statistical Commission 

New York 5-8 March  

Seventh Ministerial Council of the 

Ministerial Coordination Platform on the 

Sahel 

N’Djamena 3 March  
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Third session of the African Union 

Specialized Technical Committee on 

Finance, Monetary Affairs, Economic 

Planning and Integration 

Yaounde 4-8 March 

Round table on women's leadership in the 

field of international cooperation 

Rabat 11 March 

Fifth Economic Research Conference, 

covering the theme “The African 

Continental Free Trade Area: challenges 

and opportunities” 

Kigali 12 March  

United Nations Country Team Retreat for 

Rwanda 

Kigali 13-15 March 

Side events on Assessing Regional 

Integration in Africa IX: Next Steps for the 

African Continental Free Trade Area and 

Africa’s Regional Integration Index  

Marrakech, Morocco 23 March  

Launch of the Economic Report on Africa 

2019: Fiscal Policy for Sustainable 

Development in Africa 

Marrakech, Morocco 23 March  

United Nations Support Plan to Sahel 

(2018-2022): A joint United Nations 

intervention to improve security, 

governance and resilience in the Sahel 

Marrakech, Morocco  24 March  

Fintechs, digital ID and financial inclusion 

to implement the 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development and Agenda 

2063: The Future We Want 

Marrakech, Morocco 24 March 

Financing for health care in Africa – Role 

of the private sector 

Marrakech, Morocco 24 March 

African Statistical Yearbook 2019 data 

validation workshop 

Harare 27-29 March 

Regional Consultative Meeting on better 

monitoring of social investments 

Addis Ababa 2 and 3 April 

UNCTAD e-Commerce Week Geneva 1-5 April 

United Nations Country Team Retreat for 

Eritrea 

Asmara 8-11 April 

Facilitating Investment in Sustainable 

Development Goal Projects in the East 

African Community 

Arusha, United 

Republic of Tanzania 

10-12 April 

Fifth session of the Africa Regional Forum 

on Sustainable Development: Empowering 

people and ensuring inclusiveness and 

equality 

Marrakech, Morocco 16 April  

Expert Working Group on Informal Cross 

Border Trade 

Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire  16 and 17 April 

United Nations Country Team Retreat for 

Seychelles 

 

Mahe 17-19 April 



17 

Experts Meeting for the Review and 

Validation of the Study on the 

Establishment of the Center of Excellence 

on Demographic Dynamics for 

Development in West Africa 

Accra 23 and 24 April 

Regional Dialogue on “Demographic 

dividend with a gender dimension” 

Addis Ababa 23-25 April 

Training on the System of Environmental- 

Economic Accounting for Agriculture, 

Forestry and Fisheries 

Rabat 23-26 April 

High level dialogue on strategies and 

development policies for job creation in 

North Africa: bridging existing gaps  

Rabat 24 and 25 April  

Inception meeting of the framework for the 

project “Preventing trade mis-invoicing in 

selected African countries” 

Addis Ababa 24 and 25 April  

Mediterranean Economy and 

Competitiveness Forum 

Rabat 29 April 
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Annex II 

Key upcoming events 

 
Event  

 

Venue Date 

Urbanization and inclusive economic growth in Africa Online 8 May-23 June 

Annual meeting of Subregional Coordination 

Mechanism for Eastern and Southern Africa 

Lusaka 11-13 June 

Meeting of the Subregional Coordination Mechanism for 

North Africa 

Rabat 18 and 19 June 

National seminars on services value chains Togo and 

Nigeria 

June-July 

Workshops on the national studies on the better 

monitoring of social investments 

N’Djamena 

Nouakchott 

Nairobi 

17 June 

20 June 

24 June 

Subregional forum on the implementation of the 

Agreement Establishing the Continental Free Trade Area 

Dakar 24 and 25 June  

High level political forum on sustainable development New York 9-18 July 

Capacity-building workshop on urbanization and 

national development planning 

Kampala 25 and 26 July 

Validation workshop on the urban strategy of Uganda Kampala 1 and 2 August 

Fourteenth Global Forum on Human Settlements on the 

theme “Sustainable Development of Cities and Human 

Settlement in the Digital Era” 

Addis Ababa 5 and 6 September 

Workshop to validate the study on the codification of 

customs procedures and the study on free product regime 

N’Djamena 9-11 September 

Intergovernmental Committee of Senior Officials and 

Experts of Southern Africa 

Eswatini 10-13 September 

Launch of the 2019 Structural Transformation (STEPS) 

profile for Chad and validation of the Chad 

Industrialization and Economic Diversification 

Masterplan  

N’Djamena 11 September 

Workshop to validate the Study on the Implementation of 

Trade Defense Measures (Anti-Dumping, Safeguard and 

Subsidies) 

N’Djamena 12-14 September 

Thirty-fifth session of the Intergovernmental Committee 

of Experts for Central Africa, on the theme “Digital 

transformations and economic diversification in Central 

Africa: issues, challenges and opportunities” 

Malabo 24-27 September 

Launch of the 2019 structural transformation (STEPS) 

profile for the Central African Republic 

Bangui 25 September 

Policy dialogue on “Blue economy and climate change in 

the context of sustainable development” 

Seychelles September 

Workshop on strengthening the Regional Coordination 

Mechanism for Africa and its subregional coordination 

mechanisms 

Dakar September 

Workshop on monitoring and evaluation in the Regional 

Coordination Mechanism for Africa 

Dakar September 
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Annex III 

List of publications 
 

Below is a list of the research publications produced by the Commission during the 

reporting period.  

 

Policy reports 

 

Economic report on Africa 2019: fiscal policy for sustainable development in Africa 

 

Africa Sustainable Development Report 2019 

 

STEPS Profile for Benin 

 

Country profiles for Guinea, Mali, Liberia and Togo 

 

Thematic reports and applications 

 

Health-care and economic growth in Africa 

 

Fostering sustainable transformation of agriculture in Africa through inclusive green economy:  

the case of the livestock value chain in Botswana 

 

Integrated Planning and Reporting Toolkit  
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Annex IV 

Trainings delivered by African Institute for Economic Development 
 

N° Course 
Implementation 

date 

Participants Countries 

represented 
Total Female 

1.  Agricultural policy in Africa 
18 February-

1 March 
23 5 23 

2.  
International trade policy and 

trade negotiations 
11-22 March 24 11 24 

3.  
Economic modelling applied to 

trade policy reforms in Africa 
24 March  251 N/A 39 

4.  
e-Commerce in economic 

development in Africa 
25 March  115 N/A 34 

5.  

Geospatial Information Systems 

and Territorial Development 

Planning 

25 March  275 N/A 38 

   Total 688 16   

 

 

 

____________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 


