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Data and Statistics

African Centre for Statistics

Vision 
Transforming Africa through credible data and 
statistics

Ultimate objective
To improve the production, dissemination and 
use of high-quality data and statistics in order 
to support economic and social development 
in Africa, in the context of the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development and Agenda 2063 of 
the African Union.

Strategic objectives and work 
areas
Capacity development 

Enhance the capacities of member States to 
respond to demands for data that are fit for 
purpose.

Governance and policy

Promote statistical governance mechanisms and 
raise awareness of the role and importance of 
statistics for development. In that regard, there 

is a need to ensure the effective coordination of 
information infrastructures and development of 
data policies in Africa.

Data services

Provide authoritative development information 
on Africa and provide support in data production 
for ECA research and policy analysis work.

Modernization of statistical production and 
services 

Conduct and promote research on methods, 
concepts, definitions and classifications with 
relevant information infrastructures to optimize 
statistical and spatial data collection, processing, 
analysis and dissemination through the use of 
innovative technologies.

Outreach and partnership

Build partnerships with national, regional and 
international entities; nurture collaboration 
and networking; and make available technical 
assistance and advisory services, in the following 
ways:

• Develop regional public goods such as 
methodologies, including the production of 
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handbooks and guidelines; 

•  Implement field projects; 

•  Advance advocacy campaigns to address 
institutional issues and contribute to the 
design of national strategies on statistics; 

•  Foster holistic geospatial information 
management;

•  Disseminate information and best practices;

•  Provide technical assistance; 

•  Mobilize resources.

Particular emphasis is placed on developing 
manuals for producing harmonized statistics and 
providing technical support to member States. 
Areas to focus on include the following:

• National Accounts, including supply-use 
tables, tourism satellite accounts, and rebasing 
of the gross domestic product;

• Environmental economic accounting; 

•  Trade and public finance; 

•  Infrastructure and energy;

•  Agriculture and food security; 

•  Population and housing censuses and other 
social statistics;

• Gender mainstreaming;

•  Civil registration and vital statistics (CRVS);

•  Database maintenance and use of mobile 
data collection technology;

•  Mainstreaming of geospatial information 
technologies into national statistics offices 
and institution-building;

• Advocacy and outreach, including the 
development of national strategies for the 
development of statistics and updating of 
statistical laws.
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