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-- EDUCATION OF TJOKM IN U.A.R.

1. State Education in modem Egypt for girls began in 1873» Teaching at

that tine was confined to Reading, writing and some feminine crafts. Number
of candidates was very small.

In 1889 syllabi were modified according to Boys' education with an

addition of women's crafts. There were then only two schools administered

"by Egyptian head-masters. Then later they were headed by British head¬
mistresses. Lately these were succeeded by Egyptian head-mistresses.

Until the end of the 19th Century, education for girls was confined to
the primary stage. Later, a teachers' training section was added from which

graduated the first batch of women teachers in 1903» The curriculum was

that of three years, four and then five. This school lasted to supply women

teachers. Then in 1932 it was turned into a secondary school. Another

institute for girls was established for the purpose of training teachers in

1933. This institute is now a college of girls in Ein-Shams University. In

1919 alongside with the national movement, the women played a conspicuous
role in nationalism. Education was one of their foremost demands. Thus in

1920 was established the first secondary school for girls. In 1925 another
school was founded with the purpose of training the girls for home-duties

together with cultural activities.
In 1929 dhe first batch was graduated from this school on par with the

boys. They were thus able to join some of the University faculties namely

medicine, science and literature. Since then the Egyptian girls invaded the

University. The colleges of engineering and agriculture were the last to

agree to admit them in 1945•
This progress in girls' education remained confined to a limited number

of them who fought their way against traditions. This is the reason why

boys' education included overwhelming numbers in comparison.

It was not until 1952 when the great revolution arose when the state

planned for Education as well as other activities of public life. The

education was made 12 years comprising the three stages primary, preparatory

(junior sec.) and secondary. An organisation for building was established
which built one school a day for years. Girls enjoyed a considerable share

of these schools.
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2. General Education

A quick glance at the numbers of pupils, boys and girls will show how
Women's education has advanced lately.

Total of pupils in 1963 - 64 was 3,840,709 - °f these 1,408,856 ars girls.
Teacherss 123,563 males and 42,399 females.

a) Primary Education
First state education effected by law in 1933» Compulsory for beys

and girls from 7 to 12. Lack of schools and wastage made the law useless.
In 1953 after the revolution the compulsory education was made 6 years.

Girls found in this law ample opportunity for equality with boys. Their
number in 1963 reached 1,211,453 taught by 34,161 females of total 81,606
males and females.

b) Preparatory Education (Junior Secondary Stage)
Modern stage begun since 10 years. Admission is by competition amongst

finishers of primary education. Its duràtion is 3 years after which thé

pupils sit for the junior certificate examinations. Successful pupils are

licensed for secondary education.
Wow preparatory education is general.

Pupils at this stage amount to 403,525 of whom 119,498 are girls in 1963—64°
Teachers of this stage amount to 22,454 of whom 4,186 are females.

c) Secondary Education

a) general: 3 years' stage: Divided into scientific and literary
sections in the last two years. At the end of the stage pupils
sit for a public examination like the G.C.E. This licence gives

the right for Higher Education.

b) Technical: i.e. industrial, agricultural and commercial education.
Also 3 years' stage. Graduates to meet the needs of the country.

Toppers who obtain 70% or more of the marks can join the higher
institutes.

c) Teachers' Schools: Duration of study 5 years after the preparatory
education. Graduates go as teachers in the primary education.

Toppers, however, can join higher studies.

When secondary education started for girls in 1922, their number did
not exceed 9% °f those admitted.
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Now their proportion has shot up to 26% in 1963-64» In Teachers' colleges

their proportion is 42% as a lesire of the state to have the primary educa¬
tion run by females.

Teachers of the secondary education are 19,523» Of those 4,052 are females
mostly highly graduated.

3» Role of feminine subjects

The unification of syllabi between boys and girls in the different

stages of education has realised the equality of opportunities. This,

however, was not done at the expense of femine subjects which are essential
for girls. The feminine subjects were introduced in the curricula of girls'
schools in the three different stages of education where practical studies
are given for boys.

Home Economics and sewing exist in primary and preparatory stages,
i.e. up to 15 or 16 years of age. These two subjects are introduced as

options in the secondary education. The State has taken good care to train
teachers in home-economics either on medium or higher levels.

4. Mixed Education

For higher education it is realized in the Universities and higher
institutes. Also in the primary stage it is the case. Private education,

however, has ventured to follow suit in other stages like preparatory, and

secondary when the State did not introduce in its own schools. Local

conditions, however, made it imperative for the State to allow such procedure
to give girls the chance for further education in spite of the lack of

buildings. Now there are 1174 girls in state secondary schools for boys.
There are also 23 boys in secondary girls schools. In the preparatory

schools there are 8485 girls admitted into boys' schools whereas 210 boys

admitted to girls' schools.

5. Higher Education for Girls
The University Education lived on donations since 1,000 years.

In 1925, however, the state sponsored it.
In 1928 girls were admitted for the first time as follows:-

1928 — Medicine 5

1929 - Science 8

1929 - Literat 4

1930 - Law 1
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1931

1932

1936

1945

1945

1948

Commerce 1

Dentistry 1

Pharmocology 3

Engineering 3

Agriculture 25

Veterinary

1953

Medicine 2

Religion 29

These numbers have grown tremendously as years go on. Thus in 1929

Girls totalled 2.5% - in 1940 totalled 4% - in 1951 8.6% and in 1963 the
total was 20%.

Girls are now studying for M.Sc. and Ph.D in the Universities of Egypt.
In 1963-64 there are 141 Ph.D., 664 M.Sc. and 484 special studies. Some of
them are professors or Chair-professors or lecturers in the Universities.

6. Scholarships: for abroad studies 7» Girls in highlights

Began for boys in 1813 whereas for girls in 1900. The first scholarship
for girls was for teaching. In 1925 scholarships increased greatly for them,
because of free competition between boys and girls. How there are 2593
scholars abroad. Of those there are 269 in different specialities.
8. Problems of working Women

The state tries to enable the women to combine between married life with

its responsibilities and working posts. Constitution of 1956 emphasises that

state should make possible for "a woman to continue her work in society and her

duties as family mother".

Problems of Women are summarized in the following:-
1. Difficulties of rearing her children especially to nurse the sick

when she is at work.

2. Family should not suffer by husband and wife working in two different

towns.

3. Work will deprive the woman of some benefits as the right for her

share in her husband's pension.

The state is now considering those problems seriously.
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Conference -was held by the chairmanship of the Minister of Social

Affairs (a -woman) in November, 1963» Recommendations were as follows

a) Nursery classes are to be established to meet the needs

b) Long leaves without pay should be granted to the working married woman

c) Husband and wife are to be working in one town.

d) Work of women to be near her home as far as possible.

e) Making domestic life easier to enable the woman to do her Uuties
without much effort.

f) Training centres should be established to teach skills to these who

stay at home.
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EDUCATION OF WOKEN IN U.A.R.

1. State Education in modern Egypt for girls began in 1873• Teaching at

that time was confined to Reading, writing and some feminine crafts, lumber
of candidates was very small.

In 1889 syllabi were modified according to Boys' education with an

addition of women's crafts. There were then only two schools administered

by Egyptian head-masters. Then later they were headed by British head¬
mistresses. Lately these were succeeded by Egyptian head-mistresses.

Until the end of the 19th Century, education for girls was confined to
the primary stage. Later, a teachers' training section was added from which

graduated the first batch of women teachers in 1903. The curriculum was

that of three years, four and then five. This school lasted to supply women

teachers. Then in 1932 it was turned into a secondary school. Another

institute for girls was established for the purpose of training teachers in

1933« This institute is now a college of girls in Ein-Shams University. In

1919 alongside with the national movement, the women played a conspicuous
role in nationalism. Education was one of their foremost demands. Thus in

1920 was established the first secondary school for girls. In 1925 another
school was founded with the purpose of training the girls for home-duties

together with cultural activities.
In 1929 "fcks first batch was graduated from this school on par with the

boys. They were thus able to join some of the University faculties namely

medicine, science and literature. Since then the Egyptian girls invaded the
University. The colleges of engineering and agriculture were the last to

agree to admit them in 1945•
This progress in girls' education remained confined to a limited number

of them who fought their way against traditions. This is the reason why-

boys ' education included overwhelming numbers in comparison.
It was not until 1952 when the great revolution arose when the state

planned for Education as well as other activities of public life. The
education was made 12 years comprising the three stages primary, preparatory

(junior sec.) and secondary. An organisation for building was established
which built one school a day for years. Girls enjoyed a considerable share

of these schools.



IDEP/ET/XXVTI/158
Page 3»

2. General Education

A quick glance at the numbers of pupils, boys and girls will show how
Women's education has advanced lately-

Total of pupils in 1963 - 64 was 3,840,709 - of these 1,408,856 are girls-
Teachers; 12395^3 males and 42,399 females.

a) Primary Education
First state education effected by law in 1933• Compulsory for boys

and girls from 7 to 12. Lack of schools and wastage made the law useless.
In 1953 after the revolution the compulsory education was made 6 years.

Girls found in this law ample opportunity for equality with boys. Their
number in 1963 reached 1,211,453 taught by 34,161 females of total 81,606
males and females.

b) Preparatory Education (Junior Secondary Stage)
Modern stage begun since 10 years. Admission is by competition amongst

finishers of primary education. Its duration is 3 years after which the

pupils sit for the junior certificate examinations. Successful pupils are

licensed for secondary education.

Now preparatory education is general.

Pupils at this stage amount to 403,525 of whom 119,498 are girls in 1963-64°
Teachers of this stage amount to 22,454 of whom 4,186 are females.

c) Secondary Education

a) general; 3 years' stage: Divided into scientific and literary
sections in the last two years. At the end of the stage pupils

sit for a public examination like the G.C.E. This licence gives

the right for Higher Education.

b) Technical: i.e. industrial, agricultural and commercial education.
Also 3 years' stage. Graduates to meet the needs of the country.

Toppers who obtain 7®j° 0r more of the marks can join the higher

institutes.

c) Teachers' Schools: Duration of study 5 years after the preparatory

education. Graduates go as teachers in the primary education.

Toppers, however, can join higher studies.

When secondary education started for girls in 1922, their number did
not exceed 9% those admitted.
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Now their proportion has shot up to 26% in 1963—64* In Teachers' colleges

their proportion is 42% as a desire of the state to have the primary educa¬
tion run by females.

Teachers of the secondary education are 19*523* Of those- 4*052 are females
mostly highly graduated.

3. Role of feminine subjects

The unification of syllabi between boys and girls in the different

stages of education has realised the equality of opportunities. This*

however, was not done at the expense of fernine subjects which are essential
for girls. The feminine subjects were introduced in the curricula of girls'
schools in the three different stages of education where practical studies

are given for boys.
Home Economics and sewing exist in primary and preparatory stages,

i.e. up to 15 or 16 years cf age. These two subjects are introduced as

options in the secondary education. The State has taken good care to train

teachers in home-economics either on medium or higher levels.

4. Mixed Education

Por higher education it is realized in the Universities and higher
institutes. Also in the primary stage it is the case. Private education.*

however, lias ventured to follow suit in other stages like preparatory and

secondary when the State did not introduce in its own schools. Local
V)

conditions, however, made it imperative for the State to allow such procedure
to give girls the chance for further education in spite of the lack of

buildings. Now there are 1174 girls I11 state secondary schools for boys.
There are also 23 boys in secondary girls schools. In the preparatory

schools there are 8485 girls admitted into boys' schools whereas 210 boys

admitted to girls' schools.

5. Higher Education for Girls
The University Education lived on donations since 1,000 years.

In 1925î however, the state sponsored it.
In 1928 girls were admitted for the first time as follows:—

1928 - Medicine 5

1929 - Science 8
1929 - Literal 4

1930 - Law 1
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1931

1932

1936

1945

1945

1948 Veterinary
Medicine

Dentistry 1

Pharmocolugy 3

Engineering 3

Agriculture 25

Commerce 1

1953 Religion

2

29

These numbers have grown tremendously as years go on. Thus in 1929
Girls totalled 2.5% - in 1940 totalled 4% - in 1951 8.6% and in 1963 the
total was 20%.

Girls are now studying for M.Sc. and Ph.D in the Universities of Egypt.
In 1963-64 there are 141 Ph.D., 664 M.Sc. and 484 special studies. Some of
them are professors or Chair-professors or lecturers in the Universities.

6. Scholarships: for abroad studies 7» Girls in highlights

Began for boys in 1813 whereas for girls in 1900. The first scholarship
for girls was for teaching. In 1925 scholarships increased greatly for them,
because <-f free competition between boys and girls. Row there are 2593
scholars abroad. Of those there are 269 in different specialities.

8. Problems of working Women

The state tries to enable the women to combine between married life with

its responsibilities anu working posts. Constitution of 1956 emphasises that

state should make possible for "a woman to continue her work in society and her

duties as family mother".

Problems of Women are summarized in the following:-
1. Difficulties of rearing her children especially to nurse the sick

when she is at work.

2. Family should not suffer by husband and wife working in two different

towns.

3. Work will deprive the woman of some benefits as the right for her
share in her husband's pension.

The state is now considering those problems seriously.
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Conference -was held by the chairmanship of the Minister of Social

Affairs (a woman) in November, 1963- Recommendations were as follows:—

a) Nursery classes are to "be established to meet the needs
b) Long leaves without pa,y should be granted to the working married woman

c) Husband and wife are to be working in one town.

d) Work of women to be near her home as far as possible.
e) Making domestic life easier to enable the woman to do her duties

without much effort.

f) Training centres should be established to teach skills to those who
stay at home.


