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Dear Colleagues:

It gives me great pleasure to address this important meeting and to welcome all of

you to Dakar. Permit me , at the onset, to extend thanks to the Director of IDEP for having

accepted to host our meeting and for the excellent facilities he has provided us.

As you would remember, the Dakar/Ngor Declaration invited the ECA Executive Secretary

to establish a Follow-up Committee of member States in co-operation with OAU, ADB and

UNFPA, to be responsible for monitoring the implementation of the recommendations and assist

member States during the implementation process. Accordingly, the nineteenth meeting of the

ECA Conference of Ministers endorsed, in 1993, the establishment and terms of reference of the

Follow-up Committee.

The Follow-up Committee is, as you are all aware, an open-ended body of member States

with the APC.3 Bureau as core, comprising Senegal, Rwanda, Egypt, Kenya and Namibia.

At its inaugural meeting, held in Addis Ababa in 1994, the Follow-up Committee endorsed

the establishment of your Working group and decided that it will comprise, as its main members,

organizations and institutions of the preparatory Committee of the Third African Population

Conference i.e. ECA, OAU, ADB, UNFPA, IDEP, IFORD, RIPS, CERPOD and UAPS.

Here, it seems proper to recall the functions of your Working group. As indicated in its

terms of reference, the attention of the Working group should focus on three essential tasks,

namely,

(a) Assist the Follow-up Committee in its activities;

(b) Provide technical support in the implementation of the DND and the ICPD-PA;

(c) Play an advisory role in the review of the programme of work of the Follow-up

Committee and the proposals for the new orientations for the programme of work.

Dear Colleagues:

The Working group, which was to meet annually, has for various circumstances not been

able to meet until today. However, it is my pleasure to report that most of the activities had been

undertaken to-date by the Joint ECA/OUA/ADB Secretariat with technical bakstopping from the

UNFPA support teams. Indeed, the Joint Secretariat has continued to have its regular consultative

meetings in which issues on the progress of the implementation of the DND and the ICPD-PA have

been discussed.

Therefore, before elaborating on the work of this Committee during the next two days, I

would like to take this opportunity to commend the exemplary co-operation that exists between

ECA, OAU, ADB and the UNFPA for executing the work of the Secretariat of the Follow-up



Committee. Together, they have encouraged brainstorming and the exchange of experiences

among African countries through joint implementation of follow-up activities including

organization and servicing of a Meeting of Experts and NGOs on the implementation of the DND

an the ICPD-PA (Abidjan, 1995) and of the First and Second Meetings of the Follow-up

Committee (Addis Ababa, 1994 and 1997).

Dear Colleagues:

As you all know, the year 1999 will mark the fifth anniversary of the International

Conference on Population and Development (ICPD). In this regard, the 52nd session of the United
Nations General Assembly (New York, 1997) decided to convene a three-day Special Session of

the 54 session of the General Assembly, to be held from 30 June to 02 July 1999 at the highest

level possible, for a comprehensive review and appraisal of the implementation of the ICPD-PA.

From now through June 1999, all partners in the implementation of the ICPD-PA including,

programme countries, donor countries, the United Nations System, representatives of the civil

society, NGOs and the private sector will undertake a range of activities for the review of the

implementation of the ICPD-PA.

Indeed, all Regional Commissions of the United Nations have planned to review progress

towards ICPD+5. In the case of the ECA, many activities have already been accomplished while

some are in the pipeline. These are designed to contribute to the preparation of Africa's input into

the ICPD+5.

To mention but few of these, member States have received 53 questionnaires which, when

completed, will be the basis for assessing the national implementation of the DND and the ICPD-

PA. The ECA anticipates two major reports; one on the implementation of policies, programmes

and laws related to Reproductive Health and Reproductive Rights in Africa and, the other, on

constraints and best practices in the implementation of the DND and the ICPD-PA and on related

institutional changes that have occurred in selected African countries. The findings will be reported

to the ECA's highest decision making organ i.e the Committee on Sustainable Development (CSD)

which will be convened in September this year. The CSD will consider a proposal for an African

common position on the implementation of the DND and the ICPD-PA.

Dear Colleagues:

On the eve of ICPD+5 Event, it will be essential that Africa be prepared to present a

common position on population and development issues at the Special Session of the General

Assembly. It is in this context that this meeting has been convened and it is, therefore, quite

timely.

Indeed, the conclusions of your deliberations are expected, with keen interest, by all and,

particularly, by the Joint secretariat, which must submit your proposal to the Committee on

Sustainable Development. The resulting document will be submitted to the General Assembly of



the African Population Commission for endorsement of the OAU Council of Ministers and

thereafter, for approval of our Heads of State and Government.

I am therefore pleased to note that the preparation of the regional input into the ICDP+5 is

among the major items of the agenda of this First meeting of the Working Group. This will give

each of us a chance to highlight its own course of action towards the process of assisting African

countries in the monitoring of the implementation of the DND and the ICPD-PA.

Each of our Institutions represented here has its own vision on what needs to be done to

accelerate the implementation process. This meeting will therefore discuss and agree on the role

and inputs of our institutions in the preparation of Africa's contribution to ICPD+5.

The First Meeting of the Working Group will, moreover, be devoted to the preparation of

the Third Meeting of the Follow-up Committee which will be convened in early 1999, here in

Dakar. In this regard, you are also expected to make proposals for the agenda of the meeting and to

suggest to the Joint secretariat of the Follow-up Committee new orientations for the programme of

work for the next five years. At the end of your meeting, recommendations will be adopted for

submission to the CSD.

Dear Colleagues:

Let me conclude by thanking all of you for your participation at this meeting. I have no

doubt that this meeting will provide the opportunity for a renewed commitment to a comprehensive

evaluation of the implementation of the DND and the ICPD-PA. Our joint effort should enable us

come up with a concrete proposal for an African common position which will be put to the

Committee on Sustainable Development and eventually become part of the Africa's input into the

ICPD+5.

I thank you for your kind attention and I declare open the deliberations of the Working

Group to which I wish full success.


