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I. The Fifth Session of the Committee on Development Information took place in Addis Ababa
from I to 4 May 2007,' and was preceded by workshops and special events on the 28 and the 29
April 2007 during which the main issues of the COOl V agenda have been explained and
reviewed. An exhibition was also mounted for COOl V.

Opening ceremony

2. The outgoing Chair orcom IV, Tunisia represented by Mr. Guelleuz Ridha, opened the
Session. Mr. Abdoulie Janneh, Executive Secretary ofUNECA delivered the welcome address.
Opening remarks were made by Mr. Brahima Sanou, lTV Regional Representative for Africa;
Mrs. Alice Ouedraogo, Representative of the International Labour Organisation (lLO), Prof. S.
Yunkap Kwankam, Coordinator, ellealth, World Health Organization (WHO). Following that, Ms
Aida Opoku-Mensah, Director of DSID, presented the goals and objectives of CaDI V.

Election of the Bureau

The Bureau for COOl V was elected as follows:

Chair:
First Vice-Chair:
Second Vice-Chair:
First Rapporteur:
Second Rapporteur:

Senegai
Cameroon
Swaziland
Kenya
Morocco

The following countries were also elected Bureau members for the Sub-Committees:

Sub-Committee on Geo-Infonnation

Chair:
Vice-Chair:
Rapporteur:

Republic of Congo (Brazzaville)
South Africa
Malawi

Sub-Committee on leT

Chair:
Vice-Chair:
Rapporteur:

Morocco
Cameroon
Burundi

Sub-Committee on Knowledge, Libraries and Information Services for Development

Chairperson:
First Vice-Chair:
Second Vice-Chair:
First Rapporteur:
Second Rapporteur:

Botswana
Ghana
Sudan
Democratic Republic of Congo
Tanzania

Sub-Committee on Statistics

Chair:
Vice-Chair:
Second Vice-Chair:
Fitst Rapporteur:
Second Rapporteur:

Senegal
Cameroon
Burundi
Malawi·
Morocco



After the installation of the new COOl Bureau, the Chairperson of COOl V, delivered his opening
remarks and invited the plenary session to examine and adopt the draft agenda and work

~. r .-. _

programme. • liY-.' ~ .- ~

Theme for CODI V

4. 'CODI V was held on the 'Theme: Employment and the Knowledge Economy". The various
Sessions were then devoted to examining the various aspects of the theme.

The Keynote speech titled: "Employment and the Knowledge Economy in Africa," was
presented by Prof. Yaw Nyarko. Perspective of the various sectors: leT, Knowledge, Libraries
and Information Services (KLIS), Geo-Information, and Statistics were presented by Dr. M.
Ubaru, Mr. John Tsebe, Dr. Sami Faiz, and Mr. Moubarak La, respectively.

Plenary sessions and Sub-Committee meetings were held on the different aspects of the theme and
the COOl V agenda.

At the end of its meetings, COOl V adopted the following resolutions and recommendations.
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Recommendations of the
Fifth Session of the Committee on Development Information (COOl V)

Addis Ababa, 29 April - 4 May 2007

Taking in account that:

Information and knowledge has emerged as a fundamental economic resource and a factor
of global competitiveness;

Lack of access to, and utilization of, information and knowledge are in this context, a
source of poverty;

The only way out of Africa's predicament is to quickly achieve the goal of becoming a
key player in the Information and Knowledge Society

Good indicators on ICTs and the Knowledge Economy are important for sound policy
formulation;

Effective science, technology and innovation system is an important basis for a
Knowledge Economy

The endorsement of the creation of the subsidiary organ of the ECA in charge of statistics
is important, and the necessity to develop the terms of reference of the African Statistical
Commission;

Knowledge, library and information services and network play strategic role in
accomplishing ECA's mandate of harnessing and disseminating information for
development;

Noting that:

The adoption of the African Information Society Initiative (AISI) in 1996 offers to Africa
the necessary Framework to organise its path towards the information society;

The development of national policies and strategic framworks in the various sectors of
Information for Development, such as Spatial Data Infrastructure (SDI) and national
library and information infrastructure, has been undertaken independently of national
overall information policy;

The African Union and New Partnership for Africa's Development (NEPAD) incorporate
the development of information and leTs as a key component in their Strategic Plan;

The 20 10 Round of. Population and Housing Censuses programme is important, in
particular for post conflict countries, and the urgent need of data for monitoring nationally
and internationaJly agreed development goals, including the MDGs and PRSs;

The 2007 ASSD and 2007 Conference of Ministers recommended that urgent and
appropriate step should be taken on the Continent to address the gap in quality statistics
for monitoring of the African development agenda;
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The importance of access to content appropriate to the economic development ofAfrica;

Recalling that

The ECA has been restructured in a way that has necessitated the review of the
organization and the Terms of Reference of COnI;

Recommends that:

ECA's New Intergovernmental Machineries

Members States:

1. Promote the celebration of 1i h Mayas the World Telecommunication and Information
Society Day as adopted by the Tunis phase ofWSIS and take advantage of the opportunities
offered by this year's celebration on the Theme "ICTs and opportunities for youth" to
promote ICT employment for youth

2. National Statistical Organizations (NSOs) be represented at the annual meeting of the joint
AUC/ECA Conference of Ministers of Finance, Planning and Economic Development: the
modality of this representation is subject to consultation with member states;

3. Put in place National CODIST Committees to work closely with STATCOM-Africa
national focal points to follow up and coordinate activities related to ICTs, Science and
Technology, knowledge resources and statistics;

4. Organize a follow-up meeting with the Regional Economic Communities (RECs) to develop
sub-regional CODIST Work Programmes for the coordination of national eGDIST
activities;

5. Endorse the terms of reference of the subsidiary organ of the ECA in charge of statistics, the
Statistical Commission for Africa (STATCOM-Africa), as a platform for statistical
development in Africa, akey part of the global statistical system;

6. Use the CODIST to follow up and evaluate implementation of the World Summit on the
Information Society (WSIS);

7. Use the opportunity ofMDGs to set up mechanisms and provide resources necessary for
establishment of information literacy and life-long learning policies.

8. Actively participate in the 3rd Global Knowledge Conference (GK3) to be held in Kuala
Lumpur, Malaysia from II to 13 December 2007;

9. Participate actively in the activities of the UN Global Alliance on ICT and Development
(GAID), coordinate its African Regional Node and promote its activities in the continent
taking into account the multistakeholder nature ofGAID;

10. Showcase ICT best practices at the regional and sub-regional levels to enhance knowledge
sharing and avoid duplication of efforts;
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11. Accelerate the diffusion of ICT as an engine of growth and competitiveness;

12. Undertake an in-depth study on the role of ICTs in regional integration in Africa to
supplement ECA's publication on Regional Integration;

13. Select appropriate niches for innovation-based on the local potential and support of the
cooperation

14. Conduct a study on the composition and interrelation with members of the African
Statistical System underlining the links with the global Statistical System;

15. Convene meetings of the Statistical Commission for Africa (STATCOM-Africa) on an
annual basis, and that relevant subcommittees be established and bye laws be put in place to
undertake sound technical contribution on emerging issues in the area of statistics.
STATCOM-Africa should strive to link its meetings with the UN Statistical Commission
and coordinate with the United Nations Statistics Division in this regard;

16. Review the status of STATCOM-Africa's African observers so as to recognize their
specificity and encourage their active participation in statistics and statistical capacity
building in Africa;

17. Encourage partners to consider the rationalization of statistical fora. In that regard the
relevance of ABSA was raised in the context of a well functioning StatCom Africa;

Employment and Knowledge Economy

Members States:

18. Place employment creation as an explicit and central objective of their economic and
social policies;

19. Strengthen policies to create sustainable SMEs and promote an entrepreneurship culture;

20. Take coordinated actions to ensure the buy-in by all society members and, in particular,
workers and employers who are at the centre of the structural changes resulting from the
diffusion of ICTs. Tripartite social dialogue between workers' and empJoyers'
organizations as well as governments forms a critical component of this buy-in;

21. Accord special attention to SMEs, young workers, women, vulnerable groups, and people
with disabilities as wen as workers in the informal economy;

22. Implement sustainable business development services that, among others, integrate
collective ICTs access;

23. Deploy important efforts to improve the quality and coverage of education and skills
enhancement systems that respond to the needs of rapidly changing economies

24. Develop life-long learning services and enhance transferable competency certification

25. Promote productive clusters that enhance good practices and strengthen tacit learning
systems;
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26. Develop systems to enhance an entrepreneurship culture and to improve managerial
capacities;

27. Adopt innovation systems that strengthen public-private partnerships, develop links
between research institutions, universities and enterprises; and create market driven
venture capital firms;

28. Provide NSOs with adequate financial and human resources to produce indicators on
ICTs, library and information services, and the Knowledge Economy, and when
necessary, request, ECA, AfDB, AUC and Development partners to support countries in
this endeavor.

. 29. Invest in knowledge, library and information services as critical agents for the prOVISIOn
of resources and services that ensure continuous employability and entrepreneurship for
all, and as vital components of the Knowledge Economy;

30. Should put in place appropriate and necessary legal and technical framework to support
the development of national information repositories;

3l. Establish National Councils on Library and Information Services to advise governments
on the development of libraries and information services in member countries;

32. Exploit the potentia] of Public Libraries in bridging the digital divide and building social
inclusion by providing full and free Internet access to the community;

33. Develop policies that holistically deal with the strategic and day-to-day information needs
of all residents through integrated community resource centres, libraries and information
services;

. 34. Develop knowledge, libraries and information services in rural areas and provide them
with required ICT infrastructure and adequately trained information professionals.

35. Review the process of undertaking the study on lCTs and Employment to be
multidisciplinary and include major stakeholders

36. Consider a suggestion that the 2007 theme of the ASD be on employment in Iine with the
recommendations of the 2006 and 2007 ECA Conferences of Ministers of finance,
planning and economic development and provide the advocacy materials at the earliest,
preferably one month in advance for better celebration at country level;

37. Encourage partners to provide technical assistance to African countries, to advocate for
censuses undertaking and the mobilization of resources, especially within the platform of
ASSD towards increasing participation of African countries in the 2010 RPHC, with
special focus on post conflict countries, including DRC, Angola, Somalia, Liberia, Guinea
Bissau, CAR and Sudan. It was further recommended that south-south cooperation be
given priority;

38. Use the African Virtual Library and Information Network (AVLIN) initiative, as a matter
of urgency, to embark on appropriate capacity building activities towards the development
of national information repositories (local content) generated in Member States, and to
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provide technical assistance to Member States to enable them to embark on capacity
building in the use of online technical information sources and services in academic and
research institutions;
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Specific Recommendations of the Subcommittees

Considering that:

ICTs are indispensable tools to achieve innovation and productivity. As tools, they are as
effective as the people that use them;

The dissemination of leTs leads to important structural changes with their concomitant
social consequences.

Recognizing that:

Poverty eradication can be achieved through generating full and productive employment
and decent work;

Decent work is created by productive, competitive and innovative enterprises;

Skilled and motivated workers and managers constitute the backbone of competitive
enterprises and a knowledge economy;

Recommends:

To ECA and member States:

1. Harmonize, in cooperation with RECs, IC'I' policies and strategies at sub-regional level to
enhance regional integration, thereby contributing to economic growth in the countries;

2. Pay particular attention to the development of leT dissemination policies that ensure
economic sustainability taking into account relatively weak budgetary resources and
feeble consumer buying power to acquire information goods and services;

3. Examine public procurement policies to foster the adoption oflCTs throughout the supply
chain and to promote budgetary transparency;

4. Develop strong trust systems that enhance quality control procedures, provide for
enforceable dispute resolution procedures and guarantee property rights (including
intellectual property);



Statistics

The Sub-committee on Statistics ofCODI V;

Recalling the resolutions made during COOl III and CODI IV;

Recalling the terms of reference of COOl;

Appreciative of the reestablishment of the Division of Statistics at ECA under the
denomination of the African Centre for Statistics (ACS) to better serve Africa, and the place
of statistics in this process;

Having examined the documents on (i) follow-up report on the resolutions of the fourth
meeting of CODI (EIECA/CODI/5/10), (ii) report on ECA's statistical activities 2006-2007

. and work programme 2008-2009 (E/ECA/CODI/5/6); (iii) report on the implementation of the
Reference Regional Strategic Framework for statistical capacity building in Africa
(E/ECA/CODI/5/8); (iv) report on the implementation of the 1993 System of National
Accounts (E/ECA/CODI/5/7); (v) the Terms of Reference of the Statistical Commission for
Africa (StatCom-Africa) (E/ECA/CODI/5/15); (vi) a series of information notes on: the First
results on the International Comparison Programme for Africa- the Africa Symposia in
Statistical Development in Africa- the drafting of the African Statistical Charter, the theme for
the 2007 African Statistics Day and potential activities for its celebration;

Aware of the importance of the ECA's activities in statistics and statistical capacity building,
including the compilation of statistical yearbook and the celebration of the African Statistics
Day;

Bearing in mind the critical role of the fora organized by ECA towards effective statistical
coordination, to create synergy, to forge partnership, to avoid duplication of efforts and to
advocate for statistics;

Appreciative of countries' initiative to nominate a number of African countries as Friends of
ECA and their role in advocating for an effective statistical function at the ECA, including the
organization of the annual meetings of the African Symposia on Statistical Development
(ASSD);

Appreciative of the AtDB's successful work on ICP-Africa with the first results released;

Informed on the GECD's global project on measuring the progress of societies and the
importance of this work for Africa;

Informed on the recommendations made during the meeting on statistical training in Africa
held in March 2007 in Kampala, Uganda;

Concerned with the slow progress in the implementation of 1993 SNA, as most countries only
compile the GDP by expenditure and by industry;

. Aware of the recommendations of the 2007 Conference of Ministers and the 2007 ASSD,
including the endorsement of the RRSF and the urgent need to implement it;

9



The Sub-committee on Statistics therefore makes the following recommendations:

Statistical Activities at ECA

1. Commends the ECA for reestablishing the Statistics Division, as the African Centre for
Statistics (ACS) and calls for the provision of adequate human and financial resources to
the ACS to enable it to deliver its programme in accordance with its strategic and business
plans;

2. Endorses the 2008-2009 statistical programme of work of the ECA and calls upon
regional, sub regional, and other development partners to collaborate with ECA in its
implementation;

3. Calls upon African countries to collaborate with ECA in the implementation of the ACS
work programme, with special emphasis on South-South cooperation and the provision of
timely country data and reports to ECA;

Coordination ofstatistical activities in Africa

4. Calls upon ECA to take a coordination role and to set up with its regional and subregional
partners an effective statistical programming so as to avoid duplication of efforts and
effectively tap into existing fora and seminars, including ABSA, StatCom-Africa, ASSD
and FASDEV;

5. Recommends the implementation of the RRSF endorsed by the ECA's Conference of
Ministers of Finance, Planning and Economic Development;

6. National Accounts and International Comparison Program

7. Calls upon countries to provide adequate human and financial resources to the NSOs for
the compilation of national accounts, and increase the collaboration between the NSOs,
Central Banks, revenue Departments and other major data sources;

8. Requests ECA, in collaboration with international, regional and sub regional organizations
to provide adequate backing and technical assistance, including increasing provision of
trainings, software, and manuals related to 1993 SNA, including the GFS and the Balance
of Payments;

9. Requests ECA and AfDB to set up a national accounts programme at the regional level,
building on existing successful initiatives such as the work by Afristat, and that the ICP
program supports the compilation of quality national accounts;

10. Calls upon AfDB to continue and reinforce its statistical capacity building support to
member States building on ICP-Africa;

11. Calls upon countries to continue ICP as a regular activity of NSOs with special emphasis
on the dissemination and quality improvement;

The African Statistical Charter

12. Commends the AUC for initiating the development of an African Statistical Charter, and
recommends that the charter be in line with other statistical development initiatives
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including the RRSF and the StatCom-Africa to avoid wasteful overlaps in the
implementation of various statistical development efforts on the continent. The AVC
should ensure political advocacy and backstopping to statistical development efforts on the
continent at the highest level;

13. Recommends that the AUC ensure the full participation of heads of NSOs and integration
of legal opinion in the process of consideration of the Charter before submission to Heads
of States. It was further recommended that the draft document be submitted in time before
the validation meeting;

Statistical Trainings

14. Reiterates the ABSA recommendations on the statistical trammg activities, including
harmonization of curricula, involvement of the STCs in ECA training programmes,
advocacy for scholarship, networking of STCs and establishment of a lusophone STC,
including creating new ones where appropriate;

15. Calls upon the ECA to set up and coordinate an African forum on statistical training;
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Resolutions of the Sub-Committee on Geoinformation

Recognizing tbat

The normalization of geographical names is important to social and cultural perspectives
and is to national, sub-regional, regional and international cooperation

Land management information systems (LMIS) are key components of the knowledge
economy;

ECA and international partners have a vital role to play in implementing LMIS in African
countries

LMIS need not necessarily be computer based

Information must be g~o-referenced and physical descriptions must be unambiguous

National Mapping Organizations should be involved in the development ofLMIS

The development ofLMIS involves partnerships between the public and private sectors,
educational institutions and civil society

LMIS must address indigenous, cultural, and gender issues

Noting that

Fundamental geospatial datasets are crucial components of Spatial Data Infrastructures
(SOl)

Fundamental geospatial datasets are required for informed decision making and planning

All mapping should be based on a consistent geodetic reference frame

A uniform geodetic reference frame is essential for seamless mapping of features and
resources necessary to achieve regional integration

GNSS provides a means to realize such a uniform reference frame for Africa

The fundamental data sets are not always available in many African countries

Recognising

The importance of ISO 19115 :2003, Geographic information - Metadata, for the
development of African Spatial Data Infrastructures (SOl);

The need for each African country to incorporate ISO 19115 into their spatial data
collection processes;

The lack ofa free metadata capture tool that supports an African profile of ISO 19115,

The lack of such a stand-alone metadata tool that can upload metadata to an SOl
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The importance of the standards being developed by ISOrrC 211, Geographic
information/Geomatics

The importance of African countries to contribute to the development of these standards to
ensure they meet the needs of Africa

The Sub Committee Recommends that:

1. member States develop national standards on geographical names taking into
consideration national socio-cultural contexts

2. Urges ECA in collaboration with ECOSOC and the United Nations Expert Group on
Geographical Names (UNGEGN) to organize the next UNGEGN meeting in Africa.

3. That ECA member States should Consider and adopt the different principles of LMIS
developed by ECA and partners

4. Provide for LMIS in their land policies

5. Allocate more funds for LMIS for the benefit of the economy, as well as all other social
and political activities

. 6. Reiterates its support for the African Reference Frame (AFREF) initiative to develop a
uniform geodetic reference frame based on GNSS technology

7. Urges each member State to establish at least one Continuous Operating permanent
Reference Station (CORS) based on Global Navigational Satellite Systems (GNSS) In

accordance with the AFREF initiative and consultation with all stakeholders

Requests ECA to:

8. organize training workshop at the subregional level on the implementation of CORS;

9. negotiate with providers of space imagery to make satellite images affordable to member
States;

10. leverage funding for SOl development activities for member states with special attention
to Mapping Africa for Africa (MAFA)

11. Endorse the development of the African profile of ISO 19115, to support the realisation of
the objectives of the Mapping Africa for Africa (MAFA) initiative

12. supported by experts from the geographical information community, identify a suitable
metadata tool that can be adapted, and deve loped further, to support the African profiJe of
ISO 19115

Encourage ECA and specialised institutions

]3. to participate actively in ISOrrC 2] 1 meetings and activities, and to create a mechanism
to disseminate the relevant standards to the geographical information community in
Africa.
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RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE
SUB-COMMITTEE ON

KNOWLEDGE, LIDRARIES AND INFORMATION SERVICES
FOR DEVELOPMENT (CODI-KLIS

Recognizing:

The difficulties experienced in locating and accessing economic development knowledge
and information sources generated in Africa;

Reiterating:

that libraries and information services have played a central role in the economic growth of
developed nations by providing access to information and knowledge, and. considering that
for Africa to develop holistically as per the objective of ECA, the development of libraries
and information services should be actively supported

Noting:

- the important role information literacy and lifelong learning can play in the development of
appropriate skilJs for knowledge acquisition, exploitation and;

Further noting:

- the importance to integrate indigenous knowledge systems into the Knowledge Economy in
Africa:

To Member states:

. 1. promote innovation and encourage the creation of enterprises with the objective of
promoting the production, dissemination and use of new knowledge;

2. Invest in human capital through improvements in education and skills enhancement

To ECA and Member States:

3. Ensure that the KnowJedge, Libraries and Information Services Sub- Committee (KLIS)
continues to exist as a distinct sub-committee of CODIST;with the following Terms of
Reference:

a. Raise awareness of the value libraries, knowledge and information in economic growth
and human development;

b. Promote the development of knowledge systems in member States;
c. Identify and raise awareness about priority issues in information and knowledge policies

and institutions;
. d. Examine and review progress made by member States in the area;

e. Facilitate capacity building with regard to the development of KLIS-related systems and
services for the information society and knowledge economy;

f. Review recent and proven technical trends and status of knowledge and information
practices in the global context;

g. Recommend strategies on the utilization of new and proven technologies and
methodologies to improve data collection, processing and mode of use for decision
making;

h. Promote the development ofbest practices and standards in these fields;
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· 1. Develop and support. the establishment of national, regional and global networks and
partnerships, with the aim of facilitating integration and optimizing the use of resources;

J. Identify, promote and support regional projects;
k. Examine and provide principals regarding ownership, access to, custodial responsibilities

and commercial aspects of knowledge and information for the promotion of transparency
and exchange;

l. The subcommittee will liaise and coordinate its activities with other CaDI subcommittees;
m. Promote networking among institutions and practitioners in KLIS and generate synergy at

the national level to facilitate their management and best use; and
n. Review of the ECA work programme in the area ofKLIS.
0. Promote the development and improvement of KLIS national legislative framework in

ECA Member States.

4. Put in place the necessary administrative and managerial structure to continue to support
the activities of the Sub-Committee on Knowledge, Libraries and Information Services
(KLIS) under CODIST, as a separate Sub-committee.
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