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1. During the 1996 meeting of the ACC Sub-Committee on estimates and projections, each

of the Regional Commissions reported on activities and plans which were undertaken within

its region. The ECA reported on (a) review of ECA regional data and information on

demographic estimates and projections using data and information from two ECA

publications [Demographic Handbook for Africa and Population Profile] and exchange of

such data and information with the Population Division (New York); and (b) assistance to

its member States about the integration of population factors into their sustainable

development plans, programs and policies.

2. Under (b) the ECA , prepared and disseminated" (among its member States) some

Manuals. Among these are (i) Manual for the preparation of national and Sub-national

Projections; (ii) Manual for the integration of Population variables into development plans

in African countries (macro and agricultural sector levels); and (iii) Manual for the

integration of population factors in human resource development with particular reference

to educational sector planning). Among other things, the last of these, provides a taxanomy

of eight models for use in educational sector planning (i.e. INTEGRA; SIMEDUC;

MACBETH; SIMULATION MODEL ON POPULATION AND DEVELOPMENT;

EDSIM; EFM; STEP; and, PDPM).2 The nature of the details provided for each of the 8

models is illustrated (Annex A) in the case of SIMUDEC (used by UNESCO).

3. Much as these activities and plans reflect the peculiarities and needs of the regions, there

seems to be no uniformity in the operational relationship between the UN Population

Division (New York) and the Regional Commissions. For instance, in the case of ECA,

much of the work involved is done by New York. Initially, this was predicated on the

assumption that the data quality was poor and there was no critical mass of trained personel

2 For details see UNECA, "Manual for the Integration of population factors in human
resource development with particular reference to educational sector planning", African

Population Studies series. No. 12 (UNECA: Addis Ababa, 1994)



in the ECA member states to handle the estimates and projections. This is no longer true as

many ofthe States arejself-reliant in both respects.

4. This matter should be reviewed by the Sub-Committee in the spirit of ensuring

consistency between the data used and the techniques applied by the United Nations and the

member States. It is common knowledge that these member States tend to underestimate

the credibility of the UN projections. The position of the ECA is that a way should be found

to incorporate the estimates and projections prepared by the member States into a

comprehensive estimates and projections by the United Nations. In this regard, one

possibility could be to capitalize on theiplan by Global POPIN to engage a consultant on

developing an integrated information system on the Nexus Issues (population environment

and agriculture)3. Arising from this, the current estimates and projections could explore

incorporating data and information on environment and agriculture (i.e food security) in

addition to population.

Post DND and ICPD.PA Consultation

4. Another related activity undertaken by the ECA (before the last meeting of the Sub

committee) was the organization of a regional consultation following the adoption of the

Dakar/Ngor Declaration (DND) and ICPD Program of Action (ICPD.PA). It is to be

recalled that the DND constituted the African common position at the ICPD. In June 1995,

the ECA in liaison with the African Development Bank (ADB) and the Organizaiton of

African Unity (OAU) organized a Regional Consultation of Experts and NGOs within the

3 The Consultant is expected to (i) establish a data base management system for data entry as well as update

and queny nexus data (population, environment and agriculture); (ii) incorporate existing nexus data in the

database; (iii) develop further FSSDD's web homepage at ECA web site including traffic monitoring and links

to related sites; and (iv) publish FSSDD's homepage.



framework of the Joint ADB/ECA/OAU Secretariat on the monitoring and evaluation of the

implementation of the DND and the ICPD.PA4.

5. The consultation was in the form of a Workshop (held at the ADB held in Abidjan)

which brought together national experts in the field of population and development, NGOs

and UN agencies to deliberate jointly and evolve guidelines for monitoring and evaluating

the implementation of the DND and the ICPD.PA to assist EC| member States with the

formulation and implementation of their National Population programs (NPP) based on the

recommendations of the DND and the ICPD.PA. Within the framework for preparing the

NPP, the guidelins suggested (i) the selection of key sectors for the NPP; (ii) determing the

objectives and associated operational activities per sector of the NPP; and (iii) selecting the

indicators for use in monitoring and evaluating the sectoral objects of the NPP.

6. The development of indicators is a sine qua non for effective implementation of the

NPP. As signoposts, indicators point to trends and relationships in a concise way and could

be used for the purpose of measuring progress towards pre-established targets and goals of

the NPP or simply for providing the situation anaylysis at a particular point in time. In

this regard, the value of indicators, as policy instruments, is enhanced when used in

combination with targets that have been set as part of the programme.

7. The guidelines suggested that (i) each country should develop its indicators consistent

with the goals of its NPP; and (ii) the selection of indicators should be guided by some

criteria (e.g. being national in scope; relevant to the main objective of assessing progress

towards sustainable development; clear, simple and unambiguous; attainable within the

capacities of national governments; conceptually well founded; limited in number; broad in

* gppnrt nf Experts and NGOs on monitoring and evaluating the implementation of the DND and

ICPD.PA, Abijan, 6-9 June 1995 (UNECA: Addis Ababa, 1995).



coverage; representative of an international consensus; and, dependent on data that are

readily available, adequately documented and updated at regular intervals).

8. The socio economic and demographic indicators generated by the ACC sub-Committee

Estimates and Projections are necessary inputs for preparing the NPP.
on

The establishment of the ECA Food Security and Sustainable Development

Division (FSSDD)

9. Since the last meeting of the committee, a development within the ECA also has

ramifications for the preparation of demographic estimates and projections. Effective

January 1997, the ECA, in line with its new Strategic Directives, has adopted a thematic as

against its former sectoral approach to assisting the socio economic development planning

efforts of its member States. The Food Security and sustainable Development Division is

one of the new Divisions created under the new working arrangements.

10. The overriding goal of the FSSDD is to assist ECA member States with the planning of

a critical program for sensitizing their policy makers to the urgency of food, population and

environmental concerns and offering feasible solutions based on best practices within Africa

and around the world. Its work program is couched within five thematic areas: the

transition from low to high productivity agriculture; the transition from high to low

population growth rates; the transition from poor to better stewardship of the environment;

application of science and technology for sustainable development; and, indicators and best

practices. . ^ , ■-,_ . 4

11. In order to assist member States achieve) sustainable development through

implementing programmes related to the three transitions, FSSDD has suggested the

development and use of three sets of indicators: socio-economic, environmental and



institutional; these should be identified for monitoring and evaluating the implementation of

the NPPs.

12. Among the socio economic indicators are (i) population growth rate, total fertility rate

and population density (i.e. population dynamics); (ii) primary and secondary school

enrolment ratios, adult literacy rate, women per 100 men in labour force, GNP spent on

education (i.e. promoting education and public awareness); (iii) basic sanitation, access to

safe drining water, life expectancy at birth, infant and maternal mortality rate,

immunisation against infectious diseases, contraceptive prevalence rate (i.e. protecting

human health); (iv) urban population growth rate, percent of population in urban areas (i.e.

promoting sustainable human settlement development).

13. As indicated earlier, virtually all the macro and sectoral indicators on estimates and

projections prepared by the ACC sub-Committee can be used in meeting most of FSSDD's

subbestions in this regard However the same is not true with respect to the environmental5

and institutional6 indicators. This raises a challenge for the ACC sub-committee on

estimates and projections. For instance, how does it ensure that these other needed

indicators are generated? The import of this challenge is that policies developed following

3 Regarding enviromental indicators, those which have been suggested include (i) land area
and use (e.g. population density, per cent change in cropland use, per cent change in forest
area); (iii) wood production and trade (e.g. total, fuel and charcoal, industrial rundown
production); (iv) national protection of natural areas (e.g. totally and partially protected

areas); (v) international and marine protected areas; (vi) habitat extent and loss (e.g. current
extent of all, dry and moist forests); etc.

6 4. With respect to institutional indicators, the sugeested ones include those for (i)
integrating environment and development in decision making (e.g. national councils for

sustainable development, sustainable development strategies); (ii) science for sustainable

development (e.g. scientists and engineers engaged in research and development per million

population; (iii) international legal ins instruments and mechanisms (e.g. ratification and

implementation of global agreements); (iv) information for decision making (e.g. main
telephone lines per 100 inhabitants); (v) strengthening the role of major groups (e.g.
contribution of NGOs to sustainable development).



the ICPD.PA are expected to bear the title: "Population policies for sustainable

development".



ANNEX A

TITLE; SIMULATION MODEL OF THE DEVELOPMNT OF ECUATION SYSTEMS
(SIMEDUC)

Outputs

Students by grade, repeaters, droupouts, promotees, graduates, costs in various
categories: salariesof terachers, administrative and other staff, operating costs, instructional
materials costs.

Inputs

Repeater rates, dropout rates, entrance rates, popultion 6 years old, students per class,

teachers per class, attrition rate for teachers, quinquennial groth rate of salaries promotion,'
budget allocation for learning materials, fringe benefit costs, opening costs, growth rates for
public instruction budget.

Desegregation Level

National for public and private sectors

Modules/Sub models:

Student module, recurrent costs module, finance module, summary and principle
indicators module

Population Linkage

Exogenously supplied population for six year olds

Data Preparation

Outside model for most variables: some parameters self-initializing
Methoddology:

Grade Transition Model for projection of enrolment; budget and teacher requirements
according to per student requirement ratios.

Documentation

Documenttion adequate only for experienced user. Rationale and use of model are

well explained as is methodology. Use of computer software is not fully explained, but
software is menu driven.

Language

French

Software

Lotus 1-2-3 or compatible spreadsheet (French or English version)
Interface with population projections

None; popultion must be manually imported into file.
Interface with other sectors

None

Output flexibility

Limited; users can define own graphs

Ease of use

Moderately easy to use for users' familiar with spreadsheet

Hardware requirements

IBM PCV or compatible; hard disk desirable

Available from

UNESCO,

Office for Coordination of Operational Activities

Paris, France


