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Recommendations  

Introduction 

 The African Symposium on Statistical Development, being the representatives of 

national statistics offices of African States, supported by the Economic Commission for Africa, 
United Nations Population Fund, African Development Bank, African Union Commiss ion,  

Government of South Africa and other development partners, gathered in Addis Ababa on 1 
and 2 October 2018 for the thirteenth African Symposium on Statistical Development, on the 
theme, “Strengthening population censuses and national accounts to support the 2030 Agenda 

and Agenda 2063”, 

Preamble 

1. Appreciating the benefits of computer-assisted personal interviews in reducing the 
cost of census-taking, of timely, data entry cost reductions and of providing 
technical capacity in data collection; 

2. Also appreciating the efforts being made towards the development of infrastructure 
and capacity-building for e-censuses; 

3. Recognizing the gains made by the African Symposium on Statistical Development 
in addressing continental statistics agendas (that is, censuses, civil registration and 
vital statistics, the Strategy for the Harmonization of Statistics in Africa and 

national accounts and economics), and thereby encourage countries to sustain the 
efforts of the Symposium; 

4. Acknowledging gross domestic product as the foremost indicator in Systems of 
National Accounts and for the economy; 

5. Recognizing that gross domestic product is a key component and indicator for 

measuring the size and the growth of an economy; 

6. Acknowledging the progress that countries have made in gross domestic product 

rebasing; 

7. Also acknowledging that supply-use tables are the foremost account in Systems of 
National Accounts and for the economy; 

8. Further acknowledging that supply-use tables are a part of the minimum 
requirement for a data set and are thus the first and core step to be undertaken; 
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9. Acknowledging that supply-use tables are a framework for checking and 
reconciling the consistency and completeness of gross domestic product from 
various sources;  

10. Also acknowledging that supply-use tables are powerful analytic tools for the study 
of the national economy, industrial structures and links among various economies 

at a global level; 

11. Further acknowledging that environmentally extended supply-use tables are the 
flow accounts and thus the first accounts of Systems of Environmental-Economic 

Accounting; 

12. Undertaking an environmentally extended supply-use table approach (that is, based 

on supply-use tables) that is more practical, programmatic, effective and efficient, 
especially for countries in Africa; 

13. Recognizing the importance of integrated environmental and economic accounting 

as an essential framework that provides clarity on issues relating to environmenta l 
and natural resources and their stock and quality, and their use and the 

environmental impact thereof; 

14. Underscoring the role of environmentally-extended supply-use tables (such as land 
use, forestry accounts, water accounts, energy and air emissions accounts, natural 

capital accounts, wastes accounts, ecosystems accounts and environment 
management expenditure accounts) as part of the information basis supporting 

sustainable development agendas, from policymaking to development programme 
monitoring, including the indicators of the Sustainable Development Goals.  

On population and housing censuses 

1. Undertakes the 2020 round of population and housing censuses in Africa in order 
to meet the demands for the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and 

Agenda 2063: The Africa We Want; 

2. Embraces South–South cooperation in emerging issues relating to census-taking 
activities in Africa (that is, e-census, the use of dwelling frames and building 

footprints in census cartography, the use of spatial data collected during census 
cartography activities, the use of handheld devices, and modifications to census 

chronograms following the introduction of mobile devices and data processing 
using tablets); 

3. Adopts the hybrid census methodology during inter-censual years and, where a 

traditional census cannot be undertaken, for validating geospatial data, filling data 
gaps, improving data quality and providing higher-resolution data and indicators, 

and on occasions in which there are limited resources; 

4. Also adopts interoperable data platform that facilitates the sharing of geospatial 
data or information and facilitates geospatial overlay for analysing geospatial data; 

5. Coordinates and mobilize resources for census-taking activities in Africa; 

6. Builds mechanisms for linking geospatial and demographic census data; 

7. Develops a multi- language application for censuses;  

8. Establishes appropriate mechanisms and modalities for data transfer, data security 
and the building of data centre infrastructure;  
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9. Creates a committee to reflect on the modalities for the operationalization of the 
centre of reference for censuses in Africa. 

On gross domestic product rebasing 

1. Adopts the practice of gross domestic product rebasing every five years; 

2. Engages with international, regional and subregional agencies and development 

partners to participate in capacity-building programmes and technical assistance 
activities;   

3. Improves coordination in data collection and use of the data. 

On supply-use tables 

1. Compiles and update supply-use tables to align them with the 2008 System of 
National Accounts and related international standards and recommendations; 

2. Strengthens collaboration among institutional data producers to establish and 
maintain good relationships that inform data production and enable data 
reconciliation where needed, and recommend that national accountants participate 

in the designing process for a survey so that the results of the survey can be used 
for national accounts and supply-use tables; 

3. Adopts information and communications technology for the compilation of supply-
use table production and increasing productivity; 

4. Applies supply-use tables for policy analysis and use of models and apparatuses 

such as the African Growth and Development Policy Modelling Consortium, 
environmentally extended supply-use tables, the Global Trade Analysis Project, 

input-output tables, social accounting matrices and trade in value added; 

5. Recommends that countries conduct data availability assessments, formulate 
national strategies and workplans, organize national statistics producer-use 

workshops, raise awareness of the importance of  mobilizing political will, 
financial support and resources in order to begin supply-use table compilation. 

On environmentally extended supply-use tables 

1. Fills the information gap with regard to a system of environmental-economic 
accounts by gradually developing these accounts, beginning with those ones most 

relevant to African national contexts; 

2. Engages various relevant stakeholders, including line ministries, in supporting the 

development, promotion and use of a suitable statistical information base in 
economic, social and environmental management; 

3. Raises the profile of environment statistics and a system of environmenta l-

economic accounts among African senior officials, political leaders and 
policymakers, and request their full support in generating the base data needed for 

effective statistical services on environmental resources, conditions and 
anthropogenic impact; 

4. Identifies the most relevant accounts to be developed in accordance with priority 

policy needs, which can be found in national strategic documents; 
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5. Commits resources, including financial, human, capital and data sources ready for 
the planning and implementation of a project, and recommend that countries carry 
out a project in phases;  

6. Puts forward national plans and strategies for the advancement of a system of 
environmental-economic accounts in national development and policy priorities 

and link them with all key stakeholders, to the best extent possible, given that such 
national plans and strategies ensure the role of environmental accounting and help  
to advocate and mobilize resources;  

7. Approaches the national focal point of the Global Environment Facility to ensure 
that compiling environmental accounts is included in the national profile of projects 

to be submitted to it.  

On economic statistics for the achievement of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development 

1. Takes ownership of data collection, production and dissemination for the indicators 
of the Sustainable Development Goals; 

2. Develops plans for investment in strong statistical capacities as a priority 
component of national development strategies, recognizing that the 2030 Agenda 

for Sustainable Development needs to be achieved at the national and subnationa l 
levels; 

3. Strengthens the national statistics system of individual countries, improve 

coordination between the national statistics office, related line ministries and other 
data producers, and promote collaboration among data producers and users, in 

which, ideally, there could be technical working groups involving all institut ions 
with data activity across a domain, such as energy; 

4. Understands the need for basic data underlying the development of the indicators 

of the Sustainable Development Goals across domains, and map the existing data-
collection activities and data sources beyond the national statistics offices, 

including existing international methodologies, to identify data gaps and 
understand instances in which the national statistics offices could maximize their 
benefit; 

5. Assigns a national focal point at the country level and establish a national 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development platform; 

6. Strengthens the technical capacity of the national statistics system to produce data 
for the indicators of the Sustainable Development Goals at the appropriate levels 
of disaggregation in a timely, reliable and accessible manner that is of a high 

quality; 

7. Explores new technologies for data collection and production, taking advantage of 

new sources of data and information, new approaches to data collection, 
management, processing and dissemination and new partnerships among data 
producers and users;  

8. Adopts an integrated economic statistical approach by considering various 
demands and needs when designing and conducting surveys to increase the 

interoperability of data sets to make full use of data sources and overcome budget 
constraints; 
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9. Expands and prioritize data-collection operations that will assist in approaching 
development partners and mobilizing resources; 

10. Maximizes household and other surveys to serve as a data source for the indicators 
of the Sustainable Development Goals relating to labour force, access to energy 

and broader energy statistics and balances, information and communicat ions 
technology and household income and expenditure, and co-design survey questions 
with relevant ministries (including energy), among other things, to fit mult ip le 

purposes so that the use of resources is optimized at the national level; 

11. Explores the possibility of putting a system in place to ensure the regular and timely 

collection of the economic indicators of the Sustainable Development Goals from 
administrative data from relevant ministries and agencies at the country level; 

12. Develops metadata to explain and increase the understanding of data and uncover 

discrepancies among various sources; 

13. Provides wide access to users of the data for the indicators of the Sustainable 

Development Goals by implementing transparent mechanisms to disseminate data 
and develop visualizations; 

14. Shares national practices for data collection across areas; 

15. Conducts training with support from the custodial agencies on how to collect or 
report on the economic indicators of the Sustainable Development Goals from 

administrative data; 

16. Forms country working groups on the economic indicators of the Sustainable 
Development Goals to assist in coordinating the compilation and enforcement of 

and reporting on international standards; 

17. Conducts regular country-level evaluations to assess every three years progress on 

and challenges in the economic indicators of the Sustainable Development Goals; 

18. Forms custodial government ministries and agencies at the national level, and be 
tasked with compiling and reporting on the economic indicators of the Sustainable 

Development Goals annually. 

 

__________ 


