
UNITED NATIONS

ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL

Distr.: UM1TH)

E/ECA/DISD/CODI.2/34/L

7 September 2001

Original: English

ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR AFRICA

Second Meeting of the Committee

on Development Information (CODI)

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

4-7 September 2001

DRAFT REPORT



E/ECA/DISD/CODI.2/34/L

1. The second meeting of the Committee on Development Information (COD1) was held at the

Headquarters of the Economic Commission for Africa, in Addis Ababa, from 4 to 7 September

2001.

2. Delegates came from the following member States: Algeria, Angola, Benin, Botswana,

Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cameroon, Cape Verde, Chad, Comoros, Djibouti, Cote d'lvoire, Egypt,

Ethiopia, Democratic Republic of Congo, Gabon, the Gambia, Equatorial Guinea, Guinea Bissau,

Ghana, Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia, Libya, Mali, Malawi, Madagascar, Morocco, Mauritania,

Mauritius, Mozambique, Namibia, Niger, Nigeria, Republic of the Congo, Rwanda, Sao Tome and

Pirnicipe, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Somalia, South Africa, Sudan, Swaziland, Togo, United Republic

of Tanzania, Tunisia, Zambia, Zimbabwe and Uganda.

3. Observers participated from the following sub-regional, regional and international

organizations: the Organisation of African Unity (OAU), African Development Bank (ADB),

African Instititute for Economic Development and Planning (IDEP), African Virtual Library

Initiative (AVLN), African Centre for Meteorological Applications for Development (ACMAD),

African Organization for Cartography and Remote Sensing (AOCRS), Regional Centre for

Mapping of Resources for Development (RCMD), The British Council, Catholic Relief Services,

Regional Centre for Training in Aerospace Surveys (RECTAS), Communite Economique

Monetaire d'Afrique Centrale (CEMAC), Lake Chad Basin Commission (LCBC), l'Observatoire

Economique et Statistique d'Afrique Subsaharienne (AFRISTAT), the Statistical Office of

European Communities (EUROSTAT), the Programme for Environmental Information Systems for

Sub-Saharan Africa (EIS), Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS), African

Regional Organization for Standardisation (ARSO), Sahara and Sahel Observatory (OSS), The

Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA), the Council for the Development of

Economic and Social Research in Africa (CODESRIA), the Regional Institute for Population

Studies (RIPS), the Intergovernmental Authority for Development (IGAD), the Eastern Africa

Statistical Training Centre (EASTC), the International Society for Photogrammetry and Remote

Sensing (ISPRS), The International Livestock Research Institute (ILRI), Organization for

Economic Cooperation and Development (PARIS 21), Organization Internationale de la

Francophonie, Oragnziation for Social Science Research in Eastern and Southern Africa

(OSSREA), the German Society for Technical Cooperation (GTZ), International Cartography

Association (ICA), the International Institute for Aerospace Surveys and Earth Sciences (ITC), the

International Federation of Surveyors (FIG), Eastern And Southern African management Institute

(ESAMI), International Development Research Centre (IDRC), International Federation of

Surveyors, and the Southern Africa Development Community (SADC).

4. United Nations system organizations present were: United Nations Statistics Division

(UNSD)-Department of Economic Social Affairs, the International Criminal Court for Rwanda,

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation, (UNESCO), the United Nations

Environment Programme (UNEP), the United Nations Fund for Population Activities (UNFPA)

Food and Agricultural Organization ofthe United Nations (FAO), International Labor Office (ILO),

International Telecommunications Union (ITU), the World Meteorological Organization (WMO),

United Nations Children Fund (UNICEF), United Nations Development Programme (UNDP),

United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO), World Health Organization (WHO)

the United Nations High Commission for Refugees (UNHCR), UNITAR (the United Nations

Institute for Training and Research), the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World Bank.
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5. National institutions from the following countries were also present: Botswana, Ethiopia,

Gambia, Germany, Ghana, India, Israel, Kenya, Lesotho, Malawi, Mauritius, Mozambique,

Namibia, Niger, Nigeria, Rwanda, Senegal, South Africa, Swaziland, Tunisia, Uganda, Tanzania,

USA and Zambia.

6. Technical exhibitions were mounted during the meeting.

7. The list of participants is attached as Annex I.

8. The meeting was organized in plenaries and three sub-committees on: Information

Communication Technologies and Libraries, Statistics and Geo-information.

Plenary Sessions

Agenda item No. 1: Opening

9. The representative of Nigeria, the outgoing Chairman of CODI I chaired the opening

session. He thanked the participants and the Bureau for the support accorded to him during his

tenure.

10. The Director of Development Information Services Division welcomed the participants and

delivered the opening statement. The Director thanked various agencies including USAID, United

States Bureau of the Census, The OECD (PARIS 21), United States Federal Geographic Data

Committee (FGDC), the United States Geological Surveys (USGS) and member of Partners for

Information and Communication Technologies in Africa (PICTA) for the support they provided to

the success of CODI II, especially for organization of pre-CODI workshops. She also outlined the

achievements and the challenges in the area of information and communication technologies and

libraries, statistics and Geo information.

Agenda item No, 2: Election of officers and organisation of work

11 The meeting elected the following Bureau:

Chairman : Mozambique

First Vice-Chairman: Algeria

Second Vice-Chairman: Djibouti

First Rapporteur: Liberia.

Second Rapporteur: Cameroon.

12. The meeting approved the draft agenda and the work programme without amendments. The

agenda is attached as annex II.

Agenda item No. 3 : Key introductory panel: "What development information for decision making

in Africa"

12. Under this agenda item a keynote speaker made a presentation on the above theme. He

defined data, information and knowledge and noted that information is a strategic capital that needs

to be processed and analyzed in order to achieve effective decision-making. He indicated that



E/ECA/DISD/CODI.2/34/L

Page 3

knowledge has now become the main strategic resource but its creation, acquisition, dissemination

and use in various economic processes raises the issue of the role of institutions, universities,

research centers and businesses. He analyzed various modern tools and strategies such as OLTP and

OLAP, knowledge extraction, data mining as they apply to decision making. He referred to some of

the guiding principle for knowledge management and the challenges faced by institutions in the

growing knowledge economy.

14. Three panelist from the three sub-committees took the floor to respond to the key note

address. In the area of statistics, the panelist indicates that although there is a lot of progress in

exploiting tools such as data mining and knowledge discovery in corporate setting in developed

countries, the realities and challenges are different in Africa. He noted that the greatest challenge

for Africa is not how to effectively manage data mining or carry out advanced statistical analysis

but to convince Africa to be genuinely information driven when charting, implementing and

evaluating all its social, economic and even its political activities.

15. In the area of ICT the panelist referred to the need to define national ICT policies for

knowledge economy. He noted that African countries are struggling to establish and embark on the

process of harnessing information and knowledge to facilitate their socio-economic development

process and warned that African countries are at risk of being further marginalized if they fail to put

in place and facilitate the implementation of appropriate policies, and plans to transform their

economies into information-driven and knowledge-based economies.

16. In the areas of Geo information the panelist indicated that most of the information we use

for taking a decision has a spatial component. He noted that there is a general shift towards using

ICT for presenting geo information and gave two examples: National Atlas and Location Based

Services that currently use full-fledged interactive Internet-based multimedia tools to support

decision making. He concluded that the problem is the lack of awareness of cartographic design

among application suppliers and urged that cartographers should have to make themselves heard.

17. Participants congratulated the keynote speaker and the panelists for the quality of their

presentation and made comments. They indicated that data mining and knowledge discovery are

good tools in corporate environment, however other approaches such as meta analysis should also

be considered in view of the importance for aggregating various data sources for decision making. It

was noted that the various concepts presented are important but the challenge lies in their

implementation. Participants also noted that the transition from traditional methods to knowledge

management requires serious consideration.

18. Botswana informed the Committee that they have developed a full-fledged national atlas.

With regard to geo-information, it was emphasized that new geo-information tools for developed

countries may not suit the actual conditions of African countries. There is a need to integrate the

geo-spatial data with overall socio-economic data.

Agenda item No. 4 : Knowledge for decision making: Practical demonstration of applications

19. Two showcases were then presented as a follow up to the keynote address. The first

showcase dealt with the use of information technologies for decision making in the areas of

employment, financial management, agricultural development based on the experiences of India.

The second showcase dealt with Telecentre projects in Mali, a comprehensive information system

for the city of Tshwane in South Africa, the use of ICT by the Uganda Parliament, the Graft
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Management Project of Kenya that exploit ICTs, the use of ICTs to increase the flow of information

between local authorities, the civil society and private sector in the city of YofFin Senegal.

Policy and regulatory issues in the development of Africa's Infrastructure: The need to integrate

Geo-Information within the NICIs. (Agenda item 5)

20. Summary of issues came out of the discussion:

Pricing of the geographical publication.

21. The following challenges were identified for the development of spatial data infrastructure

(SDI):

• Lack of policy and awareness

• Lack of standardized data sets

• Poor telecommunication and utility infrastructure in developing countries

• Lack of qualified human resources and financial resources,

Recommendations

22. Based on the issues outlined above, the following points were noted:

It was recommended that SDI should be considered and categorized as part of a

wider infrastructure aspects like roads, telecommunications etc. SDI should be

recognized as a national resource and must updated and improved appropriately.

Development of SDI need to be an integral part of the national Information and

communication policies, strategies and plans and policies and strategies aiming at

developing SDI should take into account the cultural and socio-economic situations

in each country.

23. Although some participants felt that the development of SDI can commence without having

a policy, others felt that there should be a general policy framework that should address the

following issues:

Cooperation between public and private sector

Formulation of flexible policy that addresses the rapidly changing needs and

technology

Involvement of all users in defining and testing expected products

Formulation of vertical and horizontal strategy that ensures its development at

national, regional and local levels.

The need to undertake research to resolve the problem of data semantics,

24. The need to develop e-market strategies for SDI and matching policies on pricing to rights

to access and use of SDI data. Considering the complexity of pricing SDI, it was recommended that

detailed research should be undertaken on this matter.

Organization, dissemination and use of statistical information, including geographical information

through the use of websites and portals (agenda item 6)

25. Under this agenda item, the Committee noted the presentation and demonstration of two

softwares (one on Census and Survey Processing Systems - CSPro by the US Bureau of the Census

showing off the system's capabilities for processing tabulation and mapping functions of survey and

census data and the other on Poverty Mapping by the Republic of South Africa show casing how

the system could generate poverty distribution maps).
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26. With regard to the CSPro, the Committee also noted:

• The restriction in the ASCII data format accepted by the system,

• The limitation of the system for advanced and more specifically mulidimensional

statistical analysis;

• The possibilities for producing thematic maps;

• The possibilities of importing from and exporting to other software the data for

analysis which, if advanced, require ESRI interface;

• The fact that CSPro was not a geographical information systems software;

• The Committee recommended that:

• Statistical analysis modules should be integrated in CSPro;

• The interface should be extended with software such as SPSS; and

• CSPro should be used for new surveys while the IMPS software is maintained for the

previous type of and/or on-going work pending the development of all other

functions on CSPro.

27. With regard to Poverty mapping, the Committee noted:

The relative stability in time of illiteracy and fertility indicators; and

The fact that the usefulness of Poverty mapping depended, to a large extent, on the

way in which it was used,

28. It recommended:

♦ The maintenance of the current trend of using sampling experts to select survey and

census data to be used in producing maps so that the data and indicators reflect the

actual follow-up exercise; and

♦ The reduction of secondary errors which may result from the gap between survey

data and the census data used.

Sub-committee sessions

Sub-committee on Information and Communication Technology including Library (Agenda Item 7)

29. The Committee endorsed the report of the sub-committee. The report is attached in the

annex.
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Sub-committee on Statistics (Agenda Item 8)

30. The Committee endorsed the report of the sub-committee. The report is attached in the

annex.

Sub-committee on Geo-information (Agenda Item 9)

31. The Committee endorsed the report of the sub- committee. The report is attached in the

annex.

Plenary Sessions

Reports of the sub-committees (Agenda Item 10)

Report of the Sub-Committee on Information and Communication Technologies, information systems and

libraries (agenda item 7)

32. The Sub-committee on Information and Communication Technologies, Information Systems

and Libraries met from 4 September 6 September 2001. Approximately 120 members of CODI

attended meetings of the Sub-Committee. The unique aspect of the meeting of that Sub-Committee

was that it brought together delegates and observers who represented virtually every field and

discipline involved in using information technology for the collection, management and

dissemination of information: The diversity of the participants enriched the discussions enormously

and contributed to the breadth ofthe results.

33. The Sub-Committee considered pressing themes in information and communication

technologies, information systems and libraries in the region. It considered a report on the African

Technical Advisory Committee (ATAC) on the AISI; progress report on NICI implementation,

evaluation of the impact of NICI in Africa and the Scan-ICT project; report on ADF'99 and follow

up of the recommendations of the first meeting of the Sub-committee on ICT, Information Services

and Libraries, and an evaluation of ICT applications against the four initiatives of the ADF'99

namely ICT for health, education and commerce and policy and regulatory framework for ICT

development in Africa. The sub-committee considered a paper on "New Trends in Library

Automation" and launched the African Virtual Library and Information Network (AVLIN). The

sub-committee examined the report of ECA activities in ICT and library during 1999-2001 and

work programme for the biennium 2002-2003.

34. The Sub-Committee made several suggestions that could be taken on by the Committee as a

whole. The sub-committee commended ECA for various initiatives it has taken particularly in the

development of national information and communication strategies and the establishment of the

African Virtual Library Network (AVLIN) and recommended that more efforts should be made in

developing and implementing national strategies and integrating knowledge management concepts

into African development at all levels. The sub-committee noted the need for using ICTs including

mailing lists and the WWW for following up with CODI recommendations.
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REPORT OF THE EXPERT PREPARATORY GROUP MEETING ON I^OWLEDGE
MANAGEMENT AND THE AFRICAN VIRTUAL LIBRARY AND INFORMATION

NETWORK (AVLIN).

35 The report (ECA document no.: L/ECA/DISD/CODI 2/31) provided information on the expert
preparatory group meeting on knowledge management and the African V.rtual Library and Information
NeS (AVLIN) held on 3 September 2001. Forty-nine experts attended the meetmg from 16 countnes and
five (5) international organizations. Two background papers:

,) Knowledge management for decision making, tools, institutions and paradigms

(E/ECA/DISD/CODI.2/10); and

ii) Building the African Virtual Library and Information Network: concepts, issues, challenges
and opportunities (E/ECA/DISD/CODI.2/9), were presented at the meeting.

36. The experts noted with appreciation the ongoing role of ECA in promoting effective information
management policies and practices in the African region.

37. The main recommendations contained in the report were:

ECAs activities should be expanded to include awareness and capacity building in

knowledge management.

Libraries and related information centres; professional, scientific and trade associations, and
other related "communities of practice"; government agencies; and groupings ot civic

society should be involved in the development of national knowledge systems.
Fully supporting the efforts being made to develop the African Virtual Library and
Information Network (AVLIN), indicated that AVLIN is long overdue, and recommended
that a steering committee be set up immediately to drive the process of its development and

implementation.

ECA should provide the seed money for the immediate take-off ofthe project.
During the first phase of AVLIN, efforts should be made to identify and coordinate related
activities being undertaken on the continent to avoid duplication of efforts and resources.
AVLIN should be a sustainable project, and therefore it should not depend entirely on donor
funding. Participating libraries should as much as possible, be supported with national and

institutional budgets for their AVLIN related activities.
Participation in AVLIN should be on a voluntary basis and institutions intending to join
AVLIN will be expected to meet basic requirements that will be formulated later.
AVLIN should lay emphasis on the development of relevant professional competencies as its

success will depend on the technical and managerial capacities of information professionals

in the participating institutions.

ECA should initiate knowledge management activities to leverage the knowledge assets ot

the institution and serve as a training ground for African institutions.

Commence with capacity building in the field of knowledge management through
appropriate awareness raising, training, policy analysis and advocacy, and development of

institutional projects.

Implement the AVLIN project as an infrastructure for enhancing access to development

information and knowledge resources available on the continent and elsewhere.

38. The ICT Sub-Committee discussed the report and accepted it. Further, it unanimously decided to

give ECA the mandate to appoint the members of AVLIN Steering Committee.



E/ECA/D1SD/CODI.2/34/L

Page 8

Report of the Sub-committee on Statistics

39. The Sub-committee met from 4 to 7 September 2001. Forty-two member States and

observers from nineteen national, sub-regional, United Nations and international organizations

participated in the meeting. A number of decisions and recommendations were made, including on:

the establishment of a reference framework for African statistical development over the 2001-2010

decade; the implementation of the 1993 System of National Accounts (SNA); international

cooperation and inter-agency coordination and liaison in the area of statistics; use of statistical

databases and information systems for data dissemination and decision making; the establishment of

an Advisory Board on African Statistical development; and, ECA statistical activities for the

biennium 2002-2003; the meeting also considered the recommendations of a working group on

poverty monitoring and adopted a resolution, which addresses issues pertaining to strengthening of

statistical capacities in Africa

Report of the sub Committee on Geo-information

40. The Sub-committee met from 4 to 7 September 2001. More than 80 participants were

present. The meeting counted with representatives from 23 member States and observers from ten

national, sub-regional and regional institutions, fifteen national and international organizations, the

private sector and the industry. The discussions showed an excellent interaction among delegates

and observers.

41. The meeting addressed progress reports by member States and regional organizations, the

role of Geoinformation (GI) in national information policies, policy issues with regard to the nature

orientation of GI in Africa and the economics of Geoinformation, technical issues on new trends

and developments and on Spatial Data Infrastructures, applications and capacity building. The

subcommittee received the report of ECA on activities carried since the first meeting of CODI, and

those planned for the next biennium.

42. The sub-committee adopted three resolutions respectively on spatial data infrastructures, on

policies and on capacity building. It adopted its report on 6 September 2001 at 18:00

Highlights of the resolution include: establishment of a Permanent Committee on SDI for Africa,

establishment of National and Regional SDIs and of an African Regional Database, and continuing

training and education of GI personnel to enable adequate capacity building.

43. A workshop on Spatial Data Infrastructure (SDI), as a special session of CODI-geo, was

organized on 6 and 7 September 2001 whose objective was to provide an overview of policies,

concepts, standards and practices associated with the implementation and operation of a SDI, with

particular attention to metadata and clearinghouse. The workshop was oriented to those responsible

for implementing them.

Data and venue ofnext meeting (agenda Item 11)

44. It was proposed that the third meeting of the Committee on Development Information

(CODI-III) be held in March 2003 to provide input to the meeting of the Conference of

Ministers, which is expected to be held in May 2003.
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Any other business (Agenda Item 12)

45. Participant asked the theme for COD1-II1, and it was noted that theme will be decided in due

course after consultations with various stakeholders. Suggestions are welcome.

46. Inform participants on available funding from EU.

47. Participant noted that with the ever-increasing depth and complexity of deliberations, it is

becoming difficult for the secretariat to note all that was said. And delegates are equally too busy to

make good rapportoires. He enquired on the possibility of ways to ensure that all emerging issues

were adequately addressed and focus on statements that would lead to good resolutions. ECA

should therefore explore the option of engaging a firm to support that structure to be sure that all

deliberations and issues are recorded.

48. The secretariat noted that it would do its best to ensure that the report reflects the

deliberations and will explore the possibility of external assistance, resources permitting.

49. Participant requested that the report of other sub-committees be circulated in advance so that

others can make informed comments. It was also agreed that the reports should be put on the web

for comments for two or three weeks and that the secretariat should collect comments and make

corrections as necessary. Participants also noted that having access to the reports before the final

sessions allows for maximum interaction between the three subcommittees. It was also suggested

that plenary session reports from the subcommittees should concentrate on the resolutions so that

participants from other subcommittees can make more informed comments.

Adoption of the report and closing session (Agenda Item 13)




