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Plenary and Subcommittee Sessions  
 
1. Opening 

 
The plenary session will be opened with remarks by the Executive Secretary of the United 

Nations Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA), representatives from International Labour 
Organization (ILO) and International Telecommunications Union (ITU), followed by a 
presentation on goals and objectives of CODI-V by the Director of the ICTs, Science and 
Technology Division (ISTD) of ECA.  

 
2. Election of officials and organization of work 
 

The outgoing Chairperson (Tunisia) will conduct the election of officers for the new Bureau 
comprising a Chairperson, two Vice-Chairpersons and two Rapporteurs. The meeting will then 
adopt its agenda and organization of work. Before closing, the Secretariat will address pertinent 
administrative matters and make announcements, if any.  

 
3. Keynote Address: “Employment and the Knowledge Economy in Africa” 
 

Prof. Yaw Nyarko will make the keynote speech on the CODI theme, “Employment and the 
Knowledge Economy in Africa”, to which panellists representing eac h Subcommittee will 
respond, highlighting the implications for each area.  

 
4. Employment Generation: Policies and Strategies 
 

This plenary session will address the role of the knowledge economy in employment 
generation, and the need for appropriate policies and strategies. During this plenary session, 
presentations will be followed by questions and answers. 

 
5. Innovation and productivity 
 

This plenary session will address the creation of the enabling policy environment for 
employment-friendly innovation and bus iness development in the knowledge economy. During 
this plenary session, presentations will be followed by questions and answers. 
 
6. Measurements: Employment and the knowledge economy  
 

This plenary session will examine the status and prospect of measuring employment and the 
knowledge economy. During this plenary session, presentations will be followed by questions and 
answers. 
 
7. Subcommittee Sessions 

 
Each subcommittee will conduct its session reflecting on the sun-themes discussed at the 

plenary sessions and deliberating on the reports under the respective focus areas: 
 

• Subcommittee on ICTs; 
• Subcommittee on Geo-information; 
• Subcommittee on Statistics; 
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• Subcommittee on Knowledge, Libraries and Information Systems (KLIS). 
 
7.1  Subcommittee on ICTs  
 

The meeting of the ICT Subcommittee will be organized in plenary sessions and 
workshops.  In order to allocate enough time for presentations and discussions the Secretariat has 
selected background papers for the various sessions. The remaining papers will be presented at the 
special session on country presentations. The ICT Subcommittee will also organize a special event 
on "Technology in Government in Africa (TIGA) Awards". 
 
7.1.1 Opening  
 

The outgoing Chairman, the Representative of Nigeria who presided over the fourth 
meeting of the Subcommittee, will open the meeting. 
 

The Director of ICTs, Science and Technology Division will make some opening remarks. 
 
7.1.2 Introduction, organization of work and election of officers  
 

The Secretariat will make a brief presentation on the work programme of the ICT 
Subcommittee, including both technical and logistic matters. The meeting will then elect the 
Chairperson, first and second Vice-Chairpersons and a Rapporteur, who will hold office for the 
duration of the meeting. The agenda and programme of work will be adopted. 
 
7.1.3 Setting the Scene 
 

In order to set the scene, a presentation on "The impact of ICTs on employment and 
poverty alleviation" will be presented. 
 
7.1.4 Reports 

 
The following reports will be presented: 

 
§ Report of the African Technical Advisory Committee (ATAC), by the Chairperson of 

the ATAC; 
 
§ Report on ECA activities in ICT during 2006-2007 and work programme for the 

biennium 2008-2009, ICT/IST with special highlights on CODI-IV recommendations 
on ICTs by the Secretar iat. 

 
The Secretariat will then present for discussion the Terms of Reference (TOR) of the 

upcoming Committee on Development Information and Science and Technology (CODIST) and 
discussions will be held on the way forward. 
 
7.1.5 Enabling Environment for an employment-generating Knowledge Economy 
 

This session will look at the required political and legal environment for an employment- 
generating knowledge economy. Information and communication technologies have a potential as 
a sector in itself to contribute to a nation's economy and represent both a major challenge and a 
significant opportunity for job creation and poverty reduction. The sessions will look at 
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experiences in formulating ICT Policies of support to employment: the case of Tunisia; 
Innovation, Science and Technology policy for the knowledge economy with a focus on the 
Mozambican experience and enabling subregional regulatory frameworks: the case of ECOWAS. 

 
7.1.6 Round table on the outcomes of Country Studies on the "Impact of ICTs on 

Employment and Poverty Alleviation" 
 

This session will present the results of an ILO-ECA-ITU Study on the impact of ICTs on 
Employment and Poverty Alleviation in Africa with an emphasis on: 
 

§ ICT as an economic sector currently witnessing unprecedented growth and generating 
huge employment opportunities over the past decade; and 

 
§ ICT as a sector to leverage the growth and competitiveness of other African economic 

sectors. 
 

The study assesses the potential of ICTs in employment creation and poverty alleviation by 
citing success/failure stories in Africa as well as the existing ICT and employment environment. It 
will also explore how ICTs can help African countries to harness the skills of the workforce and 
improve their competitiveness in an increasingly globalized world. An ICT expert and a labour 
economist will lead the discussions during the session. 
 
7.1.7 Employment-generating ICT sectors  
 

Demand for ICT products and services are beginning to generate new jobs in Africa. For 
instance, there is evidence to suggest that mobile telephony and Internet services are creating new 
employment opportunities for Africans even in rural areas through telecentres. Furthermore, the 
introduction of ICTs throughout the economy allows each industry to develop new functions, 
improve pr oduct-related services and supply customized products and services, which also leads to 
new areas of employment creation. 
 

This session will look at emerging business and employment opportunities through IT off-
shoring and Business Process Outsourcing (BPO): the cases of Morocco and Mauritius. The 
session will also provide an opportunity to look at the results of two case studies from Kenya and 
Ethiopia, undertaken in the framework of the "ICT, Trade and Economic Growth" Initiative. 
 
7.1.8 Any other business 
 
7.1.9 Adoption of report and closing session 
 
7.1.10 CODI-ICT Special Events: 
 

§ Technology in Government in Africa (TIGA) Awards; 
 
§ Launch of CODI Book: "African e-Markets: Information and Economic Development. 

 
7.2 Subcommittee on Geo-Information 
 

The meeting of the Subcommittee will be organized in plenary sessions, workshops and a 
technical exhibition.  In order to allocate enough time for presentations and discussions the 
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Secretariat has selected background papers for the various sessions. The remaining papers will be 
presented at the special session on “Extra Papers Presentation”. In the Special Events: a workshop 
will be organized on African Profile of ISO 19115 Standard for Metadata. 
 
7.2.1 Opening  
 

The meeting will be opened by the outgoing Chairman, the Representative of the Sudan 
who presided over the fourth meeting of the Subcommittee. 
 
7.2.2 Introduction, organization of work and election of officers  
 

The Secretariat will make a brief presentation on CODI-Geo and the way the work of the 
Subcommittee has been organized, including both technical and logistic matters. The meeting will 
then elect the Chairperson, first and second Vice-Chairpersons and a Rapporteur, who will hold 
office for the duration of the meeting. The agenda and programme of work will be adopted. 
 
7.2.3 Reports 
 

The Secretariat, the Regional Centres of Excellence and the Executive working Group will 
make brief reports on their activities carried out since CODI-IV: 

 
•  Synthesis of status reports received from countries; 

Document Title: Synthesis report on activities of member States in the area of geo-information 
since CODI-IV; 
 

• Synthesis reports on activities of the Working Groups – AFREF, Fundamental Data 
Sets, Standards, Capacity Building; 
Document Title:  Synthesis report on the activities of CODI-Geo working groups; 
 

• Synthesis reports of specialized regional Centers and organizations: RECTAS, 
RCMRD, AOCRS;  
Document Title: Synthesis report of specialized Regional Centers and Organizations: 
RECTAS, RCMRD, AOCRS; 
 

• Report of ECA’s activities in the area of Geo-information since CODI-IV; 
Document Title:  Reports of ECA’s activities in the area of Geo-information since 
CODI-IV. 
 

7.2.4 Technical Issues 
 

This agenda item will include reports and actions taken by the various organizations on the 
following issues : 
 

• Fundamental Datasets: Report from South Africa on two status: a) Definition and 
Contents for Africa; b) Status of fundamental datasets; 
Document Title: Determination of the fundamental Geospatial Datasets for Africa; 
 

• Proposal for: a regional spatial data infrastructure for Africa; 
Document Title: Proposal for a regional spatial data infrastructure for Africa; 



E/ECA/CODI/5/1 Add. 1 
Page 5 

   
 

  

 
• Project on Transport Infrastructure Master Plan for Africa (TIMP). Presentation will be 

made by the African Union Commission on Infrastructure and Energy; 
Document Title: Geo-information support for the Transport Infrastructure Master Plan 
for Africa (TIMP); 
 

• Geospatial data –  make it work!  Presentation will be made by Maps Geosystems to 
press the need to inform stakeholders of the extent to which geospatial data might be of 
help to them and at the same time to outline the necessary infrastructure that need to be 
in place before that can take effect.  All of this with the aim for a more comprehensive 
usage of geospatial data and as a result an improved return on the investment; 
 

• MDG Mapper: Visualizing MDG Progress in Africa; 
Document Title:  Geo-information support for the Transport Infrastructure Master Plan 
for Africa (TIMP); 
 

• Tracks4Africa: Multi-stakeholder participatory approach to GPS mapping; 
Document Title:  Multi-stakeholder participatory approach to GPS mapping of African 
roads and transport infrastructure; 
 

• Progress made in implementing the WSSD Commitments on Application of Space 
Tools for Water Management in Africa. 

 
7.2.5 Policy Issues 
 

Under this agenda item, the meeting will receive and discuss the following policy 
documents: 

 
• Final draft of publication on Land Management Information Systems in the Knowledge 

Economy prepared with the support of NR/Can. 
 
The meeting will have a presentation of the document and discuss the recommendations 

made in the document. 
 

Document Title:  Land Information Systems in the Knowledge Economy (LIS) 
 

• Land Policy Indicator 
 
A presentation will be made on the Land Policy Indicator project, which is currently 

developed in partnership with ECA/AU/ADF, HABITAT and the World Bank.  
 
Document Title:  

• Geographical Names 

 
A presentation will be made on the work of the UN Group of Experts on Geographical 

Names (UNGEGN) and importance of Gazetteers of place names, as well as special concerns 
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regarding Africa. A recommendation is expected on strategies for African countries to get 
involved and undertake exercises to prepare national gazetteers of place names. 

• GEO 

 
The Global Earth Observation System of Systems (GEOSS) is a recent initiative launched 

by the Group on Earth Observations (GEO). Presentation will be made on the status of 
implementation and actual development of GEOSS, with special concerns for Africa.  

 
Document Title:  GEOSS: The Global Earth Observation System of Systems. 

 
• Spatially -Enabling Government with Services 
 
A presentation will be made on the rationale for work on “Spatially -Enabled Government 

Services.” 
 
7.2.6 New Trends 
 

Under this agenda item the focus will be to highlight Feature on Geo-Visualization 
products. The meeting will have presentations from countries and organizations on the following 
issues: 
 

§ Advantages of Geo-visualization products for non-specialist communication; 
§ Interfaces with geographic information systems; 
§ Data, interoperability and other issues. 

 
7.2.7 Special Topic 
 

The special topic for this session of CODI is Capacity-building.  Presentations will be made 
from: 
 

§ African Geo Information Research Network (AGIRN); 
 
§ Regional Centre for Mapping of Resources for Development (RCMRD); 

 
§ Regional Centre for Training in Aerospace Surveys (RECTAS); 

 
§ African Organization for Cartography and Remote Sensing; 

 
§ Establishment of a Geospatial Information Knowledge Portal (ISPRS); 
 
§ Proposal on the establishment of an African University Consortium for LIS; 

 
§ Department of Natural Resources Canada’s (Earth Sciences Sector) Public -Private 

Partnership Model in the Knowledge Economy: Canada’s Hub and Spoke Model 
Contributing to U.N. Millennium Development Goals and Sustainable Development 
principles in Africa and Latin America; 

 
§ SDI Newsletters/network/"Knowledge source. 
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7.2.8 Any other business 
 
7.2.9 Adoption of report and closing session 
 
7.2.10 CODI-Geo Special Events: 
 

§ Workshop on African Profile of ISO 19115 Standard for Metadata; 
 
§ Meeting of the AFREF Steering Committee; 

 
§ Presentation of Extra Submitted Papers; 

 
§ Workshop by Maps Geosystems: Geospatial support for planning and 

management of urban areas. 
 
7.3  Subcommittee on Statistics  
 
7.3.1 Opening  

 
§ Opening session; 
 
§ Election of the bureau and organization of work; 

 
§ Follow-up Report of CODI IV recommendations; 

 
§ Reports on Parliamentary documents; 

 
o Report on the Implementation of the RRSF;  
o Report on the implementation of the System of National Accounts 1993; 
 

§ Term of Reference of the new subsidiary body in charge of the statistics subprogramme 
(ECA’s Subprogramme 9): StatCom Africa. 

 
7.3.2 Reports 
 

§ Reports on Activities:  
 

Report of the 2006-2007 ECA's Statistical Activities; 
The African Centre for Statistics 2008 -2009 Programme; 
First Results of the International Comparison Programme for Africa; 

 
§ Resolutions on Statistics of the 2007 Conference of Ministers of Finance, Planning and 

Economic Development; 
 
§ Term of Reference of the new subsidiary body in charge of the statistics 

subprogramme: StatCom Africa. 
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7.3.3 Emerging Issues        
 

§ The African Statistical System and the African Statistical Charter; 
        
§ The African Symposium on Statistical Development; 
                    
§ The theme of the 2007 African Statistics Day.        

 
7.3.4 Closing 
 

• Closing Session and Adoption of Subcommittee Reports 
  
7.3.5 CODI-Stat Special Events: 
 

• Advisory Board on Statistics in Africa (ABSA); 
 

• Statistical Capacity-building (ACS) and SESRTCIC (Ankara Centre). 
 
7.4  Subcommittee on Knowledge, Libraries and Information Services for Development 

(CODI-KLIS) 
 

Subcommittee business will be conducted in subcommittee plenary meetings, workshops 
and working groups.  Papers will be presented at the plenary and the workshops on Information 
and Knowledge Management for Development will be conducted and report submitted to CODI-
KLIS.   

 
7.4.1 Opening  
 

The meeting will be opened by the Chairperson of the working group, which recommended 
the creation of the committee at CODI-IV. 
 
7.4.2 Introduction, organization of work and election of officers  

 
The Secretariat will make a brief presentation on CODI-KLIS, work programme, and the 

future of the subcommittee in the context of the repositioning of ECA. Information related to 
logistical matters will also be presented.  The Subcommittee will then elect the Chairperson, Vice-
Chairperson and two Rapporteurs (English and French), who will hold office for the duration of 
the meeting.  The agenda and programme of work will be adopted.  

 
7.4.3 Reports 
 

The Secretariat will present a report on its activities in the fields of knowledge libraries and 
information services for development since CODI-IV.   

 
7.4.4 Policy Issues and Trends  
 

Country reports on policy developments in member States will be discussed, including 
developments since WSIS and activities related to AISI and ARAPKE, NEPAD, PRSP and 
MDGs, especially as they relate to employment creation and poverty reduction. 
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7.4.5 Technical Issues 

 
The following technical issues and reports will be discussed: 

 
§ Capacity-building for use of online resources; 
 
§ Access to knowledge information through libraries of various types and their role in 

enhancement and creation of employment; 
 

§ Status of relationships with boundary partners of knowledge systems; 
 

§ Knowledge and innovation systems in Africa for stimulating creativity and 
entrepreneurship; 

 
§ Report on the workshop on information and knowledge management for development; 

 
§ Institutions and strategies for improved access to information and knowledge for 

Africa’s development in the context of WSIS, MDG, NEPAD, and PRSP. 
 

7.4.6 Any other business 
 
7.4.7 Adoption of report and closing 
 
7.4.8 CODI-KLIS Special Events: 
 

§ Workshop on information and knowledge management for development; 
 
§ Sub-Saharan Colloquium on Information Literacy and Lifelong Learning. 

8. Reports of the Subcommittees 

 
The Plenary session will adopt the Subcommittee report.  
 

9. Date and venue of next meeting  
 
10. Any other business  
 
11. Adoption of the report and closing session 
 

The Chairperson will then make some observations on the meeting and its achievements a nd 
then call on the Director of ISTD to make closing remarks. The Chairperson will close the 
meeting. 
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Special Events 
 
SE1 (ICT) Technology in Government in Africa (TIGA) Awards, Tuesday, 1 May 2007. With 

the support of the Canadian e-Policy Resource Center (CePRC), ECA is organizing the First 
Technology in Government in Africa (TIGA) Awards. The aim of this initiative is to 
encourage the use of ICTs in the delivery of public services, which remains a major 
challenge for African governments, affecting millions of Africans, mostly rural citizens. 
TIGA Awards aim to recognize the work of African Governments in the effective use of 
ICTs for public services delivery as part of ECA’s African Information Society Initiative 
(AISI) and Canada’s e-Policy Resource Network (ePol-NET).  The Awards are aimed at 
African Governments and institutions based in Africa that are engaged in initiating, 
developing, and implementing ICTs for public services in Africa contributing to the 
development of the Information Society in Africa.  

 
SE2 (ICT) Launch of CODI Book: "African e-Markets: Information and 

Economic Development", Wednesday, 2 May 2007 
 

The fourth meeting of the Committee on Development Information (CODI-IV) was held 
under the theme “Information as an Economic Resource” based on the notion that 
Information and Knowledge is transforming businesses and trade worldwide. This book, the 
second in CODI series (the first entitled Africa Networking: Information Development, ICTs 
and Governance, ECA and International Books 2004), is published on behalf of the ICTs, 
Science and Technology Division (ISTD), Economic Commission for Africa by the Centre 
of African Studies, Copenhagen University in cooperation with International Books. The 
launching of the book is scheduled to take place on Wednesday, 2 May 2007.  

 
SE3 (ICT) Expert Review Workshop on ICTs and Employment for Poverty 

Alleviation, Monday, 30 April 2007 
 

The workshop will discuss the results of the study jointly commissioned by ECA, ITU and 
ILO on the impact of ICTs on employment and poverty alleviation in Africa. The study 
stems from the theme of the 39th Conference of African Ministers of Finance, Planning and 
Economic Development held under the auspices of the ECA in Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso 
from 10 to 15 May 2006. The  study is also based on the framework of the implementation of 
the outcomes of the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS), in particular Action 
line C7 of the Tunis Agenda for the Information Society on ICT applications including e-
employment, and the MDGs. The study took place in nine African countries (Burkina Faso, 
Cameroon, Egypt, Ethiopia, Kenya, Mozambique, Nigeria, Senegal and Uganda). The 
objective was to prepare an Issues Paper on the impact of ICTs on employment and poverty 
alleviation in Africa with emphasis on ICT as an economic sector currently witnessing 
unprecedented growth and generating huge employment opportunities over the past decade; 
and ICT as a sector to leverage the growth and competitiveness of other African economic 
sectors. 

 
SE4 (GEO) Meeting of the AFREF Steering Committee, Monday, 30 April 2007 

 
The international steering committee on AFREF will meet to review the status of the 
project and prepare a work plan for the biennium.  Only by invitation. 
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SE5 (GEO) Presentation of Extra Submitted Papers, Friday, 4 May 2007  
 
In recognition of the dual role of CODI as both a parliamentary process and a forum for 
intellectual exchange, selected papers proposed by participants will be presented during 
this session. 

 
1.  AfricaGIS 2007:  A. Bassole 
2.  Treating Geospatial as a Sector:  Kate Lance 
3.  GEO Technology and e-governance:  Yola Georgiadou (ITC) 
4.  GIS & RS implications on LIS:  Charles Paradzayi 
5.  Trends and GEO for Employment:  David Siriba 
6.  Geo Capacity-building in Africa:  Marimba Fednance 
7.  Dev. (Geo) Info issues in Africa:  Chris Sinkonde 

 
SE6 (GEO) Workshop by Maps Geosystems: Geospatial support for planning 

and management of urban areas, Friday, 4 May 2007 
 
SE7 (Stat) Meeting of the Advisory Board on Statistics in Africa (ABSA), Monday 29 April 

2007 
 

§ Opening and election of officers; 
 
§ Presentation to the committee of experts of major reports related to ECA’s activities in 

statistics including the Statistical Activities 2006-2007 and the 2008-2009 work 
programme in statistics; 

 
§ Presentation of policy documents: Follow-up on ABSA recommendations; Resolutions 

on Statistics of the 2007 African Conference of Ministers of Finance, Planning and 
Economic Development; the Terms of Reference of STATCOM AFRICA, the new 
subsidiary body of ECA in charge  of Statistics (ACS) and a proposal of an African 
Charter on Statistics and the African Statistical System (Africa Union Commission); 

 
§ Information session: Report on the 2007 Africa Symposium on Statistical Development 

(Friends of ECA); 
 
§ Theme of the African Statistics Day 2007; 

 
§ Conclusions and Recommendations and closing of ABSA. 

 
SE8 (Stat) Special Session on Statistical Capacity-building (ACS) and SESRTCIC 

(Ankara Centre), Friday, 4 May 2007  
 

• Opening and election of officers; 
 

• Country experiences in sta tistical capacity-building;        
 

• The Role of International Organizations in Statistical Capacity-building; 
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• Improving Statistical Capacity-building Activities: Future Works; 
 

• Adoption of Report and closing. 
 

SE9 (KLIS) Workshop on information and knowledge management for development 
 

Sunday 29 April and Monday 30 April 2007 
 
SE10  (KLIS) Sub-Saharan Colloquium on Information Literacy and Lifelong Learning  

 
Sunday 29 April and Monday 30 April 2007 

 
Exhibitions 
 
EX1 Exhibition 
  

The CODI-V Exhibition features international and local companies, organizations and 
government agencies specializing in a variety of services.  The exhibition provides 
participants and exhibitors with an excellent opportunity to network and exchange ideas 
regarding the use of information as an economic resource.   




