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1.

The North African countries have made many efforts in terms of legislation to

promote the advancement of women with a view to expiring them to modern life and
democratic ideals while keeping faith with their Arab and Islamic culture. While North
African women do, in public law, have the same rights as men, they cannot practically
enjoy those rights since they do not have the legal capacity to do so under private law.
This is the issue that must be thought out and addressed because it seriously limits the
access of women to positions of responsibility and decision-making.

2.
This much is clear from the study prepared by Mrs. Hassania Chelbi and Mr.
Mongi Bedoui on the Post-Beijing situation of women in North Africa: Realities and
Prospects. While there are country-specific differences, the study shows that women
are still far from achieving the gender equality proclaimed in the international
instruments that have been ratified by countries of the subregion and incorporated in
their basic laws. Such discrimination is certainly to blame for the economic invisibility
of women mentioned in the report. The visible contribution of women to economic
activity remains modest in comparison to their real contribution to the economy and that
degree of invisibility substantially influences the perception of their actual participation
in public life, becoming the most poignant expression of their status.

3.
The fact that women are not seen to be active in economic and social
development is due, among other things, to the rules and regulations governing society
and which have the effect of keeping women away from activities and positions which
would give them material security, power and influence in public as well as private life.
For years now, the development debate has been focusing increasingly on the issue of
rights, their interpretation and application and on the inclusion of a gender perspective.
4.
Realizing that men and women approach legal issues from different
perspectives, the women's movement has, in recent years, been fighting relentlessly for
the inclusion of a gender perspective in all human rights instruments.

5.
The basic rights of women form an integral and indivisible part of all human
rights and liberties. In its first paragraph, the June 1993 Vienna Declaration affirms
that all human rights and basic freedoms are universal in character and inviolable and
that all States have a legal obligation to promote universal respect for, the guarantee

and protection of all human rights and basic freedoms for all.

6.
This obligation is further prescribed for all States in conformity with the United
Nations Charter and other human rights instruments. Member States are obliged to
promote and protect the basic rights and liberties of all citizens without any distinction.

The idea is to eliminate every form of discrimination based on gender and to guarantee
the participation of women, on an equal footing, in the political, civil, economic, social
and cultural life of their society whether it be at the local, national, regional or
international level.
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7.
The promotion and protection of all the rights of women listed above,
particularly regarding their personal status, is of crucial importance to the democratic
management of public affairs and sustainable development.

8.

Indeed, for women, the right of citizenship has no meaning so long as they are

not in control of their future within their own family and are considered as minors all

their life, subject to a custodian who contracts their marriage or to the authority of their
spouses in securing permission to exercise a profession, obtain a passport or a loan.

What meaning can the right to education have when the marriageable age of women is
set at 15 in some countries? What meaning too can the right to health, civil and
political freedom have when women are subjected to the duty of obeying their spouses?
9.
The follow-up of the implementation of the Beijing and Dakar Platforms for
Action provides an excellent opportunity to discuss this issue which touches on the
universality, indivisibility and interdependence of human rights.
In the Beijing
Declaration, member States committed themselves to ensuring that women and girls
would fully enjoy all human rights and fundamental liberties and to taking effective
measures to punish violations of those rights and liberties. They also considered lack of
respect for the basic rights of women and deficiencies in the promotion and protection
of those rights as the priority areas in which urgent action must be taken and called
upon Governments, the international community and civil society (including privatesector non governmental organizations) to take strategic action within this context.

10.
Their primary objective was to promote and protect the fundamental rights of
women through the full implementation of all human rights instruments, particularly the
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women.
The Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women
11.
The Beijing Conference placed particular emphasis on the Convention because
of the place it occupies among international human rights instruments. The Convention
analyzes the significance of the concept of equality and ways of achieving such equality.
It also spells out a programme of action whereby States parties to the Convention can
guarantee the enjoyment of those rights. The monitoring mechanism, the Committee
for the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) plays the role of
following up on the degree to which member States implement the various provisions
and give it greater effect, since the State parties can be held internationally accountable
for the protection and promotion of the rights set forth in the Convention.

12.
What is more, the optional protocol being drafted as part of the Convention will
enable individuals and groups of individuals to inform the Committee about eventual
human rights violations and provide genuine protection for women against,
discrimination.
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13.
Except for Mauritania and the Sudan (according to the most recent documents
available to us) all countries of the subregion have ratified the Convention.
The
ratification dates vary from country to country.
Accession of countries in the subregion to CEDAW

Deposition
Country

Date of signature

Algeria
Egypt

of instruments

of ratification
22 May 1996

16 July 1980

18 September 1981

Libya

16 May 1989

Morocco

21 June 1993

Mauritania
Sudan

Tunisia

24 July 1980

20 September 1985

14.
Although they have signed the African Charter for Human and People's Rights
which proclaims egalitarian principles in Article 18 which states that the State must see
to the elimination of any form of discrimination against women and to the protection of
the rights of women and children as stipulated in international declarations and
conventions, both Mauritania and the Sudan are lagging behind in the ratification
process.

Reservations

15.
Most of the States in the subregion believe in the ideals of the United Nations
Charter but their commitment has yet to be demonstrated fully and completely. Indeed,
all of them have used the proviso in article 28 to express reservations about the
Convention. Even Tunisia which is known to be in the vanguard when it comes to the
status of women and which had not expressed any reservations when ratifying many
conventions which directly or indirectly affect the status of women, interprets the
Convention in a restricted sense. The 1980s were particularly marked by the rise of
religious fundamentalism and problems of ethnic identity. The provision in the article
stipulates, however, that no reservations incompatible with the purpose and objective of
the Convention will be allowed.

16.
Of the 30 articles of the Convention, four have been the object of reservations,
except for article 29 on the settlement of disputes which is not concerned with the main
purpose of the Convention. These are articles 2, 9, 15 and 16:
♦Article 2 generally defines national obligations under the Convention and
measures to be taken to eliminate discrimination against women.

Reservations

to this article have been expressed by Algeria, Egypt, and Libya while Morocco
has made a declaration;

' ECA/ACW/SRMN/98/8
Page4

*Article 9 which deals with nationality has been limited in its scope by the
reservations of Algeria, Egypt, Morocco and Tunisia;
*Articles 15 and 4 which compel all States to accord equal right to men and
women in the matter of free movement and right of residence has drawn
declarations from Tunisia and Morocco and Algeria;
*Article 16 which raises the issue of discrimination against women within the
family is completely rejected by Algeria, Egypt and Morocco which have
expressed reservations about all the provisions therein:

Tunisia expressed reservations about subparagraphs (c), (d), (f), (g) and (h) of
paragraph one;

Libya has expressed a reservation concerning article 16 paragraph (1) and
subparagraphs (c) and (d).
17.
The countries of the subregion expressed no reservations about articles rejected
by other countries, in particular article 7 concerning the participation of women in
public life, article 11 on employment and article 13 on family allowances and credit
allocated to women.
Apart from Morocco which went on to make a declaration
regarding succession to the throne, they all showed their specific differences by
focusing on the family and justified their attitude by invoking religion and sharia law
(except for Algeria which invokes its family code that happens to be principally derived
from sharia law).

18.
Since the reservations expressed by States of the subregion limit the rights of
women within the family^ it can be wondered while this is so. The family has always
been considered as the custodian of ethnic values and customs and the traditional
distribution of gender roles on which patriarchal society is based. Therefore, in spite of
the progress made in promoting the advancement of women, the countries of the
subregion are ambivalent about the status of women and this is what can be found
reflected in the family codes which discriminate against them and the public law which
is egalitarian.

19.
The national constitutions which advocate equality among all citi2ens are
sometimes contradicted by laws or even by ministerial bye-laws or circulars which
discriminate against women in terms of their legal status. If women cannot be the
equals of men in the private domain, they cannot possibly be so in the public domain
and cannot exercise their political, economic, cultural and other rights enshrined in
most of the constitutions.
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Strategies for removing expressed reservations

20.
With regard to the basic issues, such reservations maintain the laws which
discriminate against women within the family and keep them from becoming fully
integrated in the development process.
It would therefore be necessary to pursue
strategies that enable the removal of the reservations at.least and, in the short-term,
those which do not arouse major resistance in terms of religious belief. A case in point
is the attribution of the mother's nationality to her children. The limitations here are
currently creating many tragic situations. Indeed, given the mobility of citizens of the
subregion many mixed marriages have been contracted as a result of which widows,
divorcees and abandoned spouses are facing hopeless situations because they cannot
transmit their own nationality to their children. Since this issue has nothing to do with
religious sanctity, it might be possible to develop more egalitarian legislation in this
respect.

21.
Some countries are already beginning to do this. In reply to questioning about
the reservations expressed about article 9, the representative of Egypt announced to the
Committee during its consideration of the second periodic report in February 1990 that
discussions were underway to withdraw that reservation. The representative of Tunisia
stated during the submission of that country's initial report and subsequent period it
report in January 1995 that in spite of the reservations expressed,
promoting the advancement of women have been adopted in 1993
reforms that date back to 1956. These included the transmission of
to their children and other reservations were going to be withdrawn

many legal reforms
in pursuance of the
mothers' nationality
in the near future.

22.
Moreover, those provisions that are currently stirring controversy will require
the pursuit of strategies that enable religion and culture to play a more positive role in
promoting the protection of the basic rights of women. This effort has already begun in
some countries and must be sustained and replicated in others. Such gender equality
promotion refers specifically to the religious and cultural values which uphold the
principles of respect for human life, the equality of all human beings, the need for
social order and protection against arbitrary decisions.
23.
It is necessary, pending these structural reforms which might take time and
given the urgency of the situation to consider other ways of going around these cultural
constraints and achieving equality. Such alternatives have always existed in Muslim
society and must be made known because of the large number of women who do not
know of them. Marriage contracting is a case in point that is recognized under sharia
law and enables the bride-to-be to stipulate certain personal and material conditions.
One other common practice in some families is to endow the bride, at the time of

marriage, with gifts that compensate for the inequality of succession.
also be made by creating practices suited to modern life.

Innovation can

24.
It is also important to educate women about their basic and legal rights and the
machinery for protecting those rights in order to make it easier for them to be
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understood and accepted by the family and community and to claim them in their own
right.

25.
Governments, NGOs, development agencies and individual ,men and women
should all be involved in this effort aimed at doing away with the inferior legatstatus of
women and correcting an unbalanced and destabilizing social system so as to bring it
into line with international norms and principles of universality and mdivisibility.
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Annex I: African States which had signed and ratified the convention as of 28 July 1997
States parties to the Convention
Country

Date of Signature

Algeria

Angola
Benin

22 May 1996

-

17 September 1986

11 November 1981

Botswana

Instruments of ratification received on:

-

-

12 March 1992
13 August 1996

Burkina Faso
Burundi

17 July 1980

8 January 1992

Cameroon

6 June 1983

23 August 1994

-

Cape Verde

Central African Republic
Chad
Comoros

14 October 1987

-

5 December 1980

-

21 June 1991

-

5 June 1995

-

31 October 1994

Congo

29 July 1980

26 July 1982

Cote d'lvolre

17 July 1980

18 December I99f

Egypt

16 July 1980

Equatorial Guinea

18 September 1981

23 October 1984

Eritrea

5 September 1995

Ethiopia

8 July 1980

Gabon

17 July 1980

Gambia

29 July 1980

Ghana

16 April 1993

17 July 1980

Guinea

2 January 1986

17 July 1980

Guinea Bissau

9 August 1982

17 July 1980

23 August 1985
9 March 1984

Kenya
Lesotho

Liberia

-

17 July 1980

Libya
Madagascar
Malawi

-

5 February 1985
1

Mali

22 August 1995
17 July 1984
16 May 1989
17 March 1989

-

12 March 1989

-

10 September 1985

Mauritius

9 July 1984

Morocco

Mozambique
Namibia

-

21 June 1993

-

16 April 1997

-

Nigeria

23 April 1984

Rwanda
Sao Tome and Principe

1 May 1980
31 October 1995

Senegal

29 July 1980

Seychelles

10 December 1981
21 January 1983

-

Sierra Leone

21 September 1988

South Africa

29 January 1993

Togo

23 November 1992
13 June 1985
2 March 1981
5 February 1985
5 May 1992
11 November 1988

15 December 1995

26 September 1983

Tunisia

24 July 1980

Uganda

20 September 1985

30 July 1980

Tanzania

22 July 1985

(7 July 1980

Zaire

20 August 1985

L7 July 1980

Zambia

17 October 1986

17 July 1980

21 June 1985

Annex II

"

Reservations made by African States
Egypt

Reservations

18 September 1981

Article 9

Reservations in respect of paragraph 2 of article 9, regarding the granting to women of
equal rights with men with respect to the nationality of their children.

The provision should not

prevent a child born of any marriage from acquiring the nationality of the father. The rationale is
to avoid a situation where a child acquires two nationalities, which would have ah adverse effect
on the future of the#iild. Clearly, the acquisition by a child of the nationality of the father is the
most advantageous arrangement for the child. That does not-run counter to the principle of
equality of men and women, since according to custom, a woman who marries a foreigner accepts:
that her children take the nationality of their father.
'
Article 16

Reservations with respect to the provisions in article 16 regarding equality of men. and
women in all matters relating to marriage and family relations during marriage and at its

dissolution.

The article should not preclude the provisions of the sharia. by virtue of which a

woman is granted rights that are at par with those of the husband in order to ensure fairness for
both spouses. The rationale for that is respect of the sacredness of the deep religious convictions

which govern matrimonial relations in Egypt," and which are incontrovertible, as well as the fact
that one of the basic tenets of these relations is parity of rights and responsibilities such that
genuine complementarity between the spouses is assured, rather than quasi-equality which only

overburdens the wife.

The provisions of the sharia require the husband to pay the wife a sum of

money upon marriage, to support her at his sole expense and, in the same vein, to pay her a sum
of money at the dissolution of the marriage; the wife, on the other hand, retains all rights over her

property and is notrbbliged to contribute to her own upkeep. Accordingly, the sharia restricts
women's rights in matters of divorce, prescribing a legal precondition, whereas no such

restriction is imposed on men.

Article 29

(■-.■'

■

:

'''

::

Egypt has endorsed the reservation made in respect of paragraph 2 of article 29, relating.
to the right of a signatory to the Convention to declare that it does not consider itself bound by

paragraph 1 of that article, which provides that any dispute between States parties concerning the
interpretation or application of the Convention may be submitted to arbitration.

General reservation in respect of article 2
Egypt's position is that it will adhere to the provisions of this article to the extent that they
are compatible with the sharia.

General declaration

(20 September 1985)

Tunisia has declared that it will not adopt any administrative or legislative measure, in
virtue of the Convention, that may be incompatible with the first chapter of the Tunisian
constitution.

Declaration in respect of article 15

In accordance with the Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties, Tunisia has emphasized
that the provisions of paragraph 4 of article 15 of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms
of Discrimination against Women, and in particular those concerning the rights of women to
choose their residence and domicile, should not be interpreted in a manner likely to run counter to
the provisions of chapters 23 and 61 of the personal-law code, which relate to the same matter.
Reservations
Paragraph 2 of article 9

Tunisia has made a reservation in the terms that the provisions of paragraph 2 of article 9
of the Convention should not run counter to the provisions of chapter 6 of the Code of Tunisian
Nationality (Code de la nationality tunisienne).
Subparagraphs (c), (d), (f), (g), and (h) of paragraph 1 of article 16.

Tunisia does not consider itself bound by subparagraphs (c), (d) and (f) of article 16 of the
Convention and has declared that subparagraphs (g) and (h) of the same article should not run
counter to the provisions of the personal-law code relating to the conferment of family names to
children and the acquisition of property by way of succession.
Paragraph 1 of Article 29

. In accordance with paragraph 2 of article 29 of the Convention, Tunisia does not consider
itself bound by paragraph 1 of that article, which provides that any dispute between two or more
States parties concerning the interpretation or application of the Convention which is noc settled
by negotiation, may be submitted to the International Court of Justice at the request of any one of
the States parties concerned.

Tunisia's position is that such disputes can only be referred to the International Court of
Justice with the consent of all parties to the dispute.

Ethiopia

Reservation

(10 September 1981)

Ethiopia has declared that in ratifying the Convention, it does not consider itself bound by
paragraph 1 of article 29 of the Convention.
Libyan Arab Jamahiriva

Reservation

(16 May 1985)

.Libyans, accession is made with the general reservation that the accession should not run
counter to the Libyan personal law, which is derived from the sharia.
On 5 July 1995, Libya notified the Secretary-General of its decision to itemize the general
reservations it had made upon accession, reformulating them as indicated below.

1.
The provisions of article 2 of the Convention are applicable subject to the imperative
provisions of Islamic law (sharia} concerning the transmission of the patrimony of a deceased
person, male or female.

2.
The provisions ofsubparagraphs (c) and (d) of paragraph 1 of article 16of the
Convention are applicable without prejudice to any of the rights that Islamic law (shariafr guarantees women.

Morocco

Declarations
-

(21 June 1993)

Article 2

Morocco has declared that it is prepared to apply the provisions of this article to
the extent that they:

:

,

-

Do not run counter to the provisions of the sharia. considering that some of the

provisions of the Moroccan personaUlaw code granting to women fights that are
different from those granted to men cannot be transgressed or abrogated owing to
the fact that they derive in essence from Islamic law, which is predicated^ inter
alia, on the objective of achieving parity between spouses in order to preserve the
integrity of family relations.

Paragraph 4 of article 15

Morocco has declared that it can only be bound by the provisions of this paragraph to the

extent that they are compatible, with articles 34 and 36 of Morocco's personal-law code.
Reservations

Paragraph 2 of articles 9

Morocco has made reservations in respect of this paragraph, in view of the fact that the

Code of Moroccan Nationality only allows a child to adopt the nationality of the mother where the
father is unknown, or is stateless, and the child is born in Morocco; the rationale for that is to
ensure that every child is guaranteed the right of nationality. Likewise, a child born in Morocco

of a Moroccan mother and a non-Moroccan father can only acquire the nationality of the mother
if, within the two years preceding attainment of the age of majority, the child declares the wish to
acquire Moroccan nationality, provided that at the time of such declaration, the child is regularly
and habitually resident in Morocco.
Article 16

Morocco has made reservations in respect of provisions of this article, particularly those
relating to equality of men and women in matters of rights and responsibilities during marriage
and at its dissolution, since such equality is contrary to Islamic law which guarantees both spouses
rights and responsibilities on the basis of parity and complimentarity, in order to preserve the
sacred bond of marriage.

Islamic law requires men to pay dowry upon marriage and to maintain the -family,.-whereas
no obligation is imposed on women to maintain the family.

Likewise, men are bound, upon dissolution of marriage, to pay alimony. Women, on the

other hand are entirely free, both during marriage and after its dissolution, to administer and
dispose of their property without any control on the part of the husband, who therefore has no
power over the property of the wife.

Accordingly, Islamic law does not grant to women the right of divorce except through a
legal process before a magistrate.
Article 29

Morocco does not consider itself bound by paragraph 1 of this article, which provides that

any dispute between two or more State parties concerning the interpretation or application of the
Convention which is not settled by way of negotiations may be submitted to arbitration at the
request of any of the States parties.

The position of Morocco is that any such dispute can only be submitted to arbitration with
the consent of all the parties concerned.

Algeria
Reservation

Algeria has declared that it is prepared to apply the provisions of this article to the extent
that they do not run counter to the provisions of Algeria's family code.
Article 9 paragraph 2

Algeria has made reservations in respect of the provisions of paragraph 2 of article 9,
which are not compatible with the provision'of the code of Algerian nationality %nd the Algerian
family code.

j~

The code of Algerian nationality does not allow a child to acquire the nationality of the
mother except where:

the father is not known or is stateless;

' '

*

the child is born in Algeria of an Algerian mother and a non-Algerian father who is
himself born in Algeria.

Likewise, a child born in Algeria of an Algerian mother and Algerian father, where the
father is born outside Algerian territory, may acquire the nationality of the mother unte&'/the

Minister responsible for the administration of justice objects, in accordance with article 26 of the
code of Algerian nationality.

■

;;;

Article 41 of Algeria's family code provides that the child is affiliated to the father by
virtue of legal marriage.

Article 43 of the same code provides that the child is affiliated to the father if the child is

born within ten months following the date of separation or death.
Article IS paragraph 4

Algeria has declared that the provision of paragraph 4 of article 15, particularly

'those concerning the right of women to choose their residence or domicile, should
not be interpreted in such a way as to run counter to the prbvisions of chapter 4
(article 37) of the Algerian family code.
Article 16

> si■-.. Algeriahas declared that the provisions of article 16 relating to the equality 6f men and
women/in all matters pertaining to marriage, during marriage and at its dissolution, should not
run counter to the provisions of the Algerian family code.

Article 29

Algeria does not consider itself bound by paragraph 29, which provides that any dispute
between two or more States parties concerning the interpretation or application of the Convention
which cannot be settled by way of negotiation shall be submitted to arbitration to the International
Court of Justice at the request of any of the State parties concerned.
Algeria's position is that such disputes can be submitted to the International Court of
Justice only with the consent of all the parties to the dispute.
■
Lesotho

Declaration

:

■ -■.-.-

■>

(22 August 1995)

Lesotho has declared that it does not consider itself bound by article 2 of the Convention
as it is incompatible with the provisions of the Constitution of Lesotho which relate to succession
to the throne of the Kingdom of Lesotho, and succession law applicable to the ruling line.
Lesotho ratified the Convention subject to the reservation that no obligation applicable to Lesotho
by virtue of the Convention, particularly by virtue of article 2 (e), should not be interpreted as
applicable to matters of a religious nature.

:

Further, Lesotho has declared that it cannot take any legislative measure envisaged by the
Convention as long as such measures would be incompatible with the Constitution of Lesotho.
Mauritius
Reservation

(9 Jujy 1984)

Mauritius does not consider itself bound by the provision in subparagraph (b) and (d) of
paragraph of 1 of article 11 and subparagraph (g) of paragraph 1 of article 16.
In accordance with paragraph 2 of article 29, Mauritius does not consider itself bound by
the provisions of paragraph 1 of article 29 of the Convention.

ANNEX in

Withdrawal of the reservation made by the Government of Malawi

-;:u\

Malawi

On 24 October 1991, the Government of Malawi notified the Secretary-General of its
decision to withdraw the following reservations that were made upon accession:

"Certain traditional customs and practices being deeply rooted in Malflwian society, the
Government of the Republic of Malawi does not at present consider itself bound by; the
provisions of the Convention that envisage the immediate abolition of such customs and
practices.

Although the Government of the Republic of Malawi accepts the principles enunciated in
paragraph 2 of Article 29 of the Convention, its acceptance is subject to its declaration of-42
December 1996 on the recognition by the Government of Malawi, of the obligation to
recognize the jurisdiction of the International Court of Justice in the implementation of
paragraph 2 of Article 36 of the Statute of the Court".

ANNEX IV

Objections made to declarations and to reservations.
srvatioi,

td Turkey upon
)f Korea and Tunisia upon accession.

The Federal Republic of Germany is of the opinion that the reservations made by Egypt with

regard to article 2, paragraph 2 of article 9, and article 16; by Bangladesh with regard to article.2,
subparagraph (a) of article 13 and subparagraphs (c) and (f) of paragraph 1 of article 16; by Brazil
with respect to paragraph 4 of article 15 and subparagraph (a), (c), (g) and (h) of paragraph 1 of
article 16; by Jamaica with respect to paragraph 2 of article 9; by the Republic of Korea with respect
to article 9 and subparagraph (c), (d), (f) and (g) of paragraph 1 of article 16; and by Mauritius with
respect to subparagraphs (b) and (d) of paragraph 1 of article 11 and subparagraph (g) of paragraph 1

of article 16, are incompatible with the object and purpose of the Convention (paragraph 2, article
28) and consequently, objects to them.

The Federal Republic of Germany is of the opinion that the

reservations mentioned cannot be invoked in support of a legal regime that do~s not duly take into

account the legal status conferred on women and children in the Federal Republic of Germany in
accordance with the above-mentioned articles of the Conventions. TTiis objection should not prevent
the entry into force of the Conventions in Egypt, Bangladesh, Brazil, Jamaica, Republic of Korea
and Mauritius, as well as the Federal Republic of Germany.
The Federal Republic of Germany has also made similar objections, mutatis mutandis, to the

reservations made by various other countries, as indicated below:
(a)

15 October 1996: the reservations made by the Government of Thailand with respect

to paragraph 2; article 9; article 10; paragraph l(b) of article 11; paragraph 3 of article 15;and article
16. The Federal Republic of Germany is also of the opinion that the reservation made by Thailand
in respect of article 7 of the Convention is incompatible with the object and purpose of the
Convention. It reserves the right of the Government in general~and hence indeterminate—terms, to
apply, in matters of national security, only those provisions of the Convention that are compatible
with the laws, regulations and practices obtaining in Thailand;
(b)

15 October 1986:

the reservations and statements made by the Government of

Tunisia in respect of paragraph 2 of article 9, article 16, as well as paragraph 4 of article 15;

(c)
3 March 1987: the reservation made by the Government of Turkey with respect to
paragraphs 2 and 4 of article 15 and subparagraphs (c),(d),(f) and (g) of paragraph 1 of article 16;
and the reservations made by the Government of Iraq with respect to subparagraphs (f) and (g) of
article 2; and article 9 of article 16;
(d)

17 April 1998: the initial reservation made by the Government of Malawi;

(e)

20 June 1990: the reservation made by the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya;

(f)

28 October 1994: the reservation made by the Maldives.

reservatioi

upon

accession.

The Government of Finland considers that the reservation made by the Libyan Arab
Jamahiriya is incompatible with the object and purpose of the Convention, and categorically objects
to it. The objection is without prejudice to the entry into force of the Convention in Finland arid the
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya.
Objections bv Mexico in respect of
Mauritius. Thailand and

Republic of Korea upon ratification: Comnwnieatinn bv Malawi
The Government of Mexico having examined the reservations made by Mauritius with
respect to subparagraphs (b) and (d) of paragraph 1 of article 11; and subparagraph (g) of paragraph
1 of article 16 of the Convention concludes mat these reservations should be considered null and void
in view,of paragraph 2 of article 28 of the Convention, as they are incompatible with the object and
purpose of the Convention.
Actualization of the reservations would inevitably result in an element of discrimination

against women by reason of their sex, which would be contrary to the Convention. The. principle of
equality between men and women and the principle of non-discrimination on the basis of sex which
is enshrined in the second preambular paragraph and paragraph 3 of article 1 of the Charter of the
United Nations, to which Mauritius is a party, as well as articles 2 and 16 of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights (1948) were accepted by the Government of Mauritius when it acceded
on the 12 December 1973 to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. These principles are reiterated in
paragraph 1 of article 2 and article 3 of the former, and in paragraph 2 of article 2, and article 3, of
the latter.
Therefore, the intention of the Government of Mauritius to make reservations to
provisions of the Convention in respect of the same matters is incompatible with the international

obligations to which it had agreed to adhere on an earlier occasion.

The Secretary-General has received the following notification from the Government of
Mexico on the date indicated:
5 August 1987:

The Government of Mexico expresses the hope that the process of the

eradication of customs and practices mentioned in the initial reservation made by the Republic of

Malawi should not be protracted to the point of compromising the object and purpose of the
Convention.

Objections bv Norway to the

lade bv the

iva and Maldives

uDon accession.

The Government of Norway considers that the reservation made by the Libyan Arab
Jamahiriya upon accession, in terms that its accession is subject to the general reservation that the
Convention should not run counter to the personal-law regime derived from the Sharia, is

II

incompatible with the object and purpose of the Convention para.2 of art 28). Consequently, the
Government of Norway does not accept the reservation.

The Government of Norway notes that any State which accedes to the Convention undertakes
to adopt the necessary measures to eliminate discrimination against women in all its forms and
manifestations. Any reservation whereby a state party to the Convention limits the obligations
devolving on it under the Convention by evoking the Sharia (Islamic law), which is subject to
interpretation, modification and selective implementation in the different States that adhere to the
principles of Islam, may cast doubt on the commitment of that State with regard to the object and
purpose of the Convention, and may furthermore undermine the foundations of international treaty
law It is in the interest of all states that the object and purpose of treaties to which they have decided
to be party are respected by all parties.

The Norwegian Government is of the opinion that any reservation made by a State party
limiting the obligations devolving upon it under the Convention by evoking, in general terms,
principles of national legislation may cast doubt on the commitment of that State to the object and
purpose of the Convention and may, furthermore, erode the foundations of international treaty law.
It is in the interest of all member States that the object and purpose of treaties to which they have
decided to be party are uniformly respected by all parties. Moreover, it is an established tenet of
international treaty law that a State cannot cite its national legislation in justification of nonobservance of its obligations under the treaty. Consequently, the Government of Norway objects to
the reservations made by the Maldives.

This objection does not constitute an obstacle to the entry into force of the Convention in
the Kingdom of Norway and the Republic of Maldives.

Objections of Sweden to the reservations made bv Bangladesh. Iraq, the Libyan Arab
Tamahiriva. Malawi, Mauritius and Thailand upon accession, and bv Brazil. Egypt,

Jamafoa. New Zealand, the Republic of Korea wA Tfliffi* "p<m ratification
The Swedish Government considers incompatible with the object and purpose of the
Convention (art. 28, para. 2) the reservations made by the following countries, and accordingly
objects to the same:

Thailand:

in respect of article 9, paragraph 2; article 15, paragraph 3 and article

16;

Tunisia: in respect of article 9, paragraph 2, article 15 paragraph 4, and article 16,
paragraphs 1 (c), (d), (0, (g) and (h);

Bangladesh:

in respect of article 2, paragraph (a), article 13 and article 16,

paragraphs 1 (c) and (f);

:

Brazil: in respect of article 15, paragraph 4 and article 16. paragraphs l(a), (c), (f)
and(g);
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Indeed, if these reservations were put' into practice^ they would inevitably lead to gender

based discrimination against women which would run completely counter to everything that the

Convention stands for. It should be borne in mind that the achievement of the principles of equal
rights for men and women and non-discrimination among the sexes is an avowed objective of the
Charter of the United Nations, and of the 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights as well as
r

various multilateral instruments to which Bangladesh, Thailand and Tunisia are parties.

The Swedish Government further notes that, on principle, the same objections may be
made in respect of the following reservations:
-. < .
-

Egypt: in respect of article 2; paragraph 2 of articles 9, and 16;
Mauritius: in respect of subparagraphs (b) and (d) of paragraph 1 of article 11
and subparagraph (g) of paragraph 1 of article 16;
Jamaica: in respect of paragraph 2 of article 9;

Republic of Korea: in respect of article 9 and subparagraphs (c), (d), (f) and (g) of

paragraph 1 of article 16;

New Zealand: in respect of the Cook Islands, regarding subparagraph (f) of article

2, and subparagraph (a) of article 5.

In that connection, the Swedish Government wishes to note that reservations
incompatible with the object and purpose of the Convention are not acceptable precisely because
to hold otherwise would render a fundamentally binding international agreement utterly devoid of
meaning. Reservations that are incompatible with the object and purpose hot only cast doubt on
the accession of a State that makes them, but also vitiate the basis of international treaty law. It is
in the interest of every State to ensure that the object and purpose of the treaties to which tftey

have decided to be party are uniformly respected by other parties.

Subsequently, the Secretary-General received from the Swedish Government objections
similar to the foregoing with respect to the reservations made by the following States on.-tfie
following dates:

12 March 1987: in respect of the reservations made by Iraq to article 2, paragraphs

(0 and (g), article 9, paragraph 1 and article 16;

15 April 1988: in respect of the initiar reservations made by Malawi;

-

5 February 1993: in respect of thec reservations made by Jordan to article 9,
paragraph 2, article 15 paragraph 4, article 16, paragraphs l(c), (d) and (g);
26 October 1994: in respect of the reservations made by Maldives upon accession.
The Swedish Government objects to these reservations and sees them as an obstacle
to the entry into force of the Convention between Sweden and the Republic of
Maldives.
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Objections Of the Netherlands to the reservations made hv Bangladesh. Trao. the Lihvan
Arab JamabfrJYa. Malawi. Morocco. Mauritius. Thailand and Turkey npno accession, and
bY Brazil, EgYPtt India. Jamaica, the Republic of korea and Tunisia upon ratification
The Government of tf>e Kingdom of the Netherlands believes that the reservations made by
Bangladesh in respect of article 2, paragraph (a), article 13 and article 16 paragraphs l(c) and (0;
by Brazil in respect of article 15 paragraph 4 and article 16; paragraphs l(a), (c), (g) and (h); by
Iraq in respect of article 2, paragraphs 2 (f) and (g), article 9 and article 16; by Mauritius in
respect of article 11, paragraphs l(b) and (d) and article 16, paragraph l(g); by Jamaica in respect
of article 9, paragraph 2; by the Republic of Korea in respect of article 9 and article 16,
paragraphs l(c), (d), (f) and (g); by Thailand in respect of article 9, paragraph 2, article 15
paragraph 3, and article 16; by Tunisia in respect of article 9, paragraph 2; article 15, paragraph
4 and article 16 paragraphs l(c), (d), (f), (g) and (h); by Turkey in respect of article 15,
paragraphs 2 and 4, and article 16, paragraphs l(c), (d), (0 and (g); by the Libyan Arab

Jamahiriya upon accession; and by Malawi upon accession, are incompatible with the object and

purpose of the Convention (paragraph 2 article 28).

These objections will not prevent the entry into force of the Convention between
Bangladesh, Egypt, Brazil, Iraq, Mauritius, Jamaica, Malawi, the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, the
Republic of Korea, Thailand, Tunisia, Turkey and the Kingdom of the Netherlands.

The Government of the Kingdom of the Netherlands considers that the declarations made
by India with respect to article 5, paragraph (a) and article 16, paragraph 1 of the Convention are
reservations that are incompatible with the object and purpose of the Convention (para. 2, art 28).
The Government of the Kingdom of the Netherlands considers that the declaration made
by India with respect to article 16, paragraph 2 of the Convention is a reservation that is
incompatible with the object and purpose of the Convention (para. 2, art. 28).

The Government of the Kingdom of the Netherlands considers that the declaration made
by Morocco to the effect that it is prepared to implement the provisions of article 2 provided that
they are not in contradiction with the provisions of islamic sharia, is a reservation that is
incompatible with the object and purpose of the Convention (para 2, art. 28).

The Government of the Kingdom of the Netherlands considers that the declaration made
by Morocco with respect to article 15, paragraph 4 of the Convention is a reservation that is
incompatible with the object and purpose of the Convention (para 2, an. 28).

The Government of the Kingdom of the Netherlands has considered the following
reservations made by the Maldives: "The Government of the Republic of Maldives will respect
the provisions of the Convention with the exception of those that the Government might consider
to be in contradiction with the principles of islamic shack on which the Maldives laws and
traditions are based. Moreover, the Republic of Maldives does not consider itself bound by any
provision of the Convention that obliges it to amend its constitution and laws in any way ". The

Government of the Kingdom of the Netherlands considers that these reservations are incompatible
with the object and purpose of the Convention.

The Government of the Kingdom of thW Netherland^objects to the above-mentioned

declarations and reservations.
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Such objection shall not prevent the entry into force of the Convention between India,

Morocco, Maldives and the Kingdom of the Netherlands.
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INTRODUCTION

A major step towards the attainment of the goal of equal rights for

women was taken on 18 December 1979, when the General Assembly adopted the
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women.
The 30-article Convention sets out in legally binding form internationally
accepted principles and measures to achieve equal rights for women everywhere,
Its adoption climaxed consultations over a five-year period by various

working groups, the Commission on the Status of Women and the General
Assembly.

The comprehensive Convention reflects the depth of the exclusion and

restriction practised against women solely on the basis of their sex, by
calling for equal rights for women, regardless of their marital status, in
all fields -- political, economic, social, cultural and civil.

It calls

for national legislation to ban discrimination; recommends temporary special
measures to speed equality in fact between men and women, and action to

modify social and cultural patterns that perpetuate discrimination.
Other measures provide for equal rights for women in political and

public life; equal access to education and the same choice of curricula;
non-discrimination in employment and pay; and guarantees of job security

in the event of marriage and maternity.

The Convention underlines the

equal responsibilities of men with women in the context of family life.

It also stresses the social services needed — especially child-care

facilities — for combining family obligations with work responsibilities and
participation in public life.

Additional articles of the Convention call for non-discriminatory
health services to women, including services related to family planning; and
a legal capacity identical to that of men, with States parties agreeing

that all contracts and other private instruments that restrict the legal

capacity of women "shall be deemed null and void".

Special attention is

Riven to the problems of rural women.

The Convention sets up machinery for the international supervision
of the obligations accepted by States.

A committee of experts, to be

elected by States parties and serving in a personal capacity, will consider
the progress made.

Opened for signature on 1 March 1980, the Convention vill enter into
force after 20 States have consented to be bound by its provisions, either
through ratification or accession.

The full text of the Convention is set-out in the pages that follow.

Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discriminate
against Women

"

~

"

~

The States Parties to the present Convention,

^=th" S! ^f.r °f*he United Nations reaffi™ ^ith in fundamental

,-„,,.

Jt ^.

.

set forth herein, without distinction of

including distinction based on sex,
that
the

enjoy all economic, social, cultural, civil and political rights,

r-

Concerned, however, that despite these various instruments extensive

discrimination against women continues to exist,

extensive

^calling that discrimination against women violates the principles of
equality of rights and respect for human dignity, is an obstacle £o ?he

Participation of women, on equal terms with men, in the political

social

„,

Emphasizing; that the eradication or apartheid, of all forms of racism,
racial discrimination, colonialism, neo-colonialism, aggresssion, foreign
occupation and domination and interference in the internal affairs of States is
essential to the full enjoyment of the rights of men and women,
Affirming that the strengthening of international peace and security,
relaxation of international tension, mutual co-operation among all States
irrespective of their social and economic systems, general and complete
disarmament, and in particular nuclear disarmament under strict and effective
international control, the affirmation of the principles of justice, equality and
mutual benefit in relations among countries and the realization of the right of
peoples under alien and colonial domination and foreign occupation to selfdetermination and independence, as well as respect for national sovereignty and
territorial integrity, will promote social progress and development and as a
consequence will contribute to the attainment of full equality between men and
women,

Convinced that the full and complete development of a country, the welfare
of the world and the cause of peace require the maximum participation of women
on equal terms with men in all fields,

Bearing in mind the great contribution of women to the welfare of the family
and to the development of society, so far not fully recognized, the social
significance of maternity and the role of both parents in the family and in the
upbringing of children, and aware that the role of women in procreation should
not be a basis for discrimination but that the upbringing of children requires a
sharing of responsibility between men and women and society as a whole,
Aware, that a change in the traditional role of men as well as the role of
women in society and in the family is heeded to achieve full equality between men
and women,

Determined to implement the principles set forth in the Declaration on the
Elimination of Discrimination against Women and, for that purpose, to adopt the
measures required for- the elimination of such discrimination in all its forms and
manifestations,

-

Have agreed on the following:

PAPT I

-

Article 1

For the purposes of the present Convention, the term "discrimination against
^omen" shall mean any distinction, exclusion or restriction made on the basis of
sex which has the effect or purpose of impairing or nullifying the recognition,
enjoyment or exercise by women, irrespective of their marital status, on a basis
of equality of men and women, of human rights and fundamental freedoms in the
political, economic, social, cultural, civil or any other field.

Article 2

States Parties condemn discrimination against women in all its forms, aaree

to pursue by all appropriate means and without delay a policy of eliminating

discrimination against women and, to this end, undertake:

< (a)

To embody the principle of the equality of men and women in their

national constitutions or other appropriate legislation if not yet incorporated
therein and to ensure, through law and other appropriate means, the practical

realization of this principle;
(b)
(b)

To adopt appropriate legislative and other measures, including sanctions

(c)

To establish legal protection of the rights of women on an equal basis

i

To refrain from engaging in any act. or practice of discrimination

where appropriate, prohibiting all discrimination against women;

withmenand to ensure through competent national tribunals and other public
institutions the effective protection of women against any act of discrimination;

.

against women and to ensure that public authorities and institutions shall act in

conformity with this obligation;

(|.)

To take all appropriate measures to eliminate discrimination against

women by any person, organization or enterprise;

. -,.P ?° *akS a11 aPPr°Priate measures, including legislation, to modify or

abolish existing laws, regulations, customs and practices which constitute

discrimination against women;

(g.)

To repeal all national penal provisions which constitute discrimination

against
st women.

Article 3

^ States Parties shall take in all fields, in particular in the political,
social, economic and cultural fields, all appropriate measures, including

legislation, to ensure the full development and advancement of women, for the

purpose of guaranteeing them the exercise and enjoyment of human rights and
fundamental freedoms on a basis of equality with men.

Article k

1.

Adoption by States Parties of temporary special measures aimed at

accelerating de facto equality between men and women shall not be considered

discrimination as defined in the present Convention, but shall in no way entail as
a consequence the maintenance of unequal or separate standards; these measures

faavt been achieved?* ^ *** °bJeCtiVGS °f equalit^ of °PPortunity and treatment

2.
Adoption by States Parties of special measures, including those
measures contained in the present Convention, aimed at protecting maternity shall
not be considered discriminatory,

,

.

.

Article 5

States Parties shall take all appropriate measures:

U)^ To modify the social and cultural patterns of conduct of men and women,

with a viewto achieving the elimination of prejudices and customary and all

other practices which are based on the idea of the inferiority or:the superiority

of either of the sexes or on stereotyped roles for men and women; r-

(t.)

To ensure that family education includes a proper understanding of

maternity as a social function and the recognition of the common responsibility
of men and vomen in the upbringing and development of their children, it being

understood that the interest of the children is the primordial consideration fn

BJj

cases

:■

Article 6

States Parties shall take all appropriate measures, includinriegislation,

to suppress all forms of traffic in women and exploitation of prostitution of

women.

.

■

-

.

PAHT II

*

Article 7

-.*..

States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to eliminate discrimination

against women in the political and public life of the country and, in p™ul£,
shall ensure to women, on equal■ terms with men, the right":

'

(a) To vote in all elections and public referenda/and to be eligible for

election to all publicly elected bodies;

#

(b)

'-

wigiDieior

To participate in the formulation of government policy and the

implementation thereof and to hold public office and perform all public
functions at all levels of government;

(c_) To participate in non-governmental organizations and associations

concerned with the public and political life of the country.

-via

-

Article 8
States Parties

Article 9

rh*nl\ Stf^S I***1*3 slia11 ?reat women eiual rights with men to acquire,
change or retain their nationality.

They shall ensure in particular
particular +L+V.4
that neither

Change °f "tionii^ >Y the husbLd during marriage

strstsrvif ~ -

the

PART III

Article 10

"'t^063? *° the same curri^la, the same examinations, teaching staff

r£°atlOnS °f the Saae Stdd ^ h

grants

etLaf the

i) The same opportunities to benefit from scholarships and other study

men and ^enf

P°SS

tlmS' '" R&P in educ^i°n existing between

(f)

The reduction of female student drop-out rates and the organization of

programmes for girls and women who have left school prematurely! °rganiZatl°n °f

education;™* ""* °PP°rtunities to Participate actively in sports and physical

■»„* (fi vA?Ce*V2 s?eoific ^ucational information to help to ensure the health
and well-being of families, including information and advice on family planning!
Article

l.t
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States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to eliminate

discrimination against women in the field of employment in order to ensure, on a

basis of equality of men and women, the same rights, in particular:

(a)

The right to work as an inalienable right of all human beings;

nf
tfc-*- ThS riSht tO thS Same emPlovment opportunities, including the application
of the same criteria for selection in matters of employment;
PP-Lication
(c_)

The right to free choice of profession and employment, the right to

promotion, job security and all benefits and conditions of service and the right
vL»t^rf ™C!Lt*Onal gaming and retraining, including apprenticeships, advanced
vocational training and recurrent training;

(d)

The right to equal remuneration, including benefits, and to equal

treatment in reject of work of equal value, as well as equality of treatment in

the evaluation of the quality of work;

(e_)

The right to social security, particularly in cases of retirement,

unemployment, sickness, invalidity and old age and other incapacity to work, as well
as. the right.,to paid leave;

t

'■■

(J)

The right to protection of health and to safety in working conditions,

2.

In order to .prevent discrimination against women on the grounds of

including the safeguarding of the function of reproduction.

marriage or maternity and to ensure their effective right to work, States Parties
shall take appropriate measures:

(a). To prohibit, subject to the imposition of sanctions, dismissal on the

grounds of pregnancy or of maternity leave and discrimination in dismissals on the
basis of marital status;

■■-

"

(b)

To introduce maternity leave with pay or with comparable social benefits

(c_)

To encourage the provision of the necessary supporting social services to

without loss of former employment, seniority or social allowances;

enable parents to combine family obligations with work responsibilities and

8

participation in public life, in particular through promoting the establishment and

development of a network of child-care facilities;

(d_)

To provide special protection to women during pregnancy in types of work

proved to be harmful to them.

3.
Protective legislation relating to matters covered in this article shall
be reviewed periodically in the light of scientific and technological knowledge and
shall be revised, repealed or extended as necessary.

Article 12

1.
States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to eliminate
discrimination against women in the field of health care in order to ensure, on a
basis of equality of men and women, access to health care services, including those
related to family planning.

2.
Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph 1 of this article, States
Parties shall ensure to women appropriate services in connexion with pregnancy,
confinement and the post-natal period, granting free services where necessary,

as well as adequate nutrition during pregnancy and lactation.

Article 13

States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to eliminate discrimination
against women in other areas of economic and social life in order to ensure, on a
basis of equality of men and women, the same rights, in particular:
(a)

The right to family benefits;

(b_)

The right to bank loans, mortgages and other forms of financial credit;

(c_)

The right to participate in recreational activities, sports and

aspects of cultural

life.

all

Article lk

1.

States Parties shall take into account the particular problems faced by

rural women and the significant roles which rural women play in the economic

survival of their families, including their work in the non-monetized sectors of the

economy, and shall take all appropriate measures to ensure the application of the
provisions of this Convention to women in rural areas.
2.

States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to eliminate

discrimination against women in rural areas in order to ensure, on a basis of
equality of men and women, that \,hey participate in and benefit from rural

development and, in particular, shall ensure to such women the right:

and implementation of development
care facilities, including

(ej

To benefit directly from social security programmes;

Cd) To obtain all types of training and education, formal and non-formal

including that relating to functional literacy, as well as, inteTelll, STSn

proficienT""1

^ eXtensi°n services• in order to increase their technical

(e) To organize self-help groups and co-operatives in order to obtain equal

access to economic opportunities through employment or self-employment;

(£)

To participate in all community activities;

(&) To have access to agricultural credit and loans, marketing facilities

appropriate technology and equal treatment in land and agrarian reform as veil as
m land resettlement schemes;

(h_)

To enjoy adequate living conditions, particularly in relation to housing

sanitation, electricity and water supply, transport and communicatiors.
PART IV
Article 15

1.

States Parties shall accord to women equality with men before the law.

2.

States Parties shall accord to women, in civil matters, a legal capacity

identical to that of men and the same opportunities to exercise that capacity.

In particular, they shall give women equal rights to conclude contracts and to
administer property and shall treat them equally in all stages of procedure in

courts and tribunals.

3.
States Parties agree that all contracts and all other private instruments
ot any kind with a legal effect which is directed at restricting the legal capacity

of women shall be deemed null and void.

h.

States Parties shall accord to men and women the same rights with regard

to the lav relating to the movement of persons and the freedom to choose their .residence and domicile.

.

.

Article 16

1.

States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to eliminate

," .'-.

discrimination against women in all matters relating to marriage and family,.",'"J: "■■
relations and in particular shall ensure, on a basis of equality of men and women:

10

(a.)

The same right to enter into marriage;

(b_)

The same right freely to choose a spouse and to enter into marriage only

(c_)

The same rights and responsibilities during marriage and at its

(d_)

The same rights and responsibilities as parents, irrespective of their

with their free and full consent;

dissolution;

marital status, in matters relating to their children; in all cases the interests
of the children shall be paramount;

(e)

The seme rights to decide freely and responsibly on the number and

spacing of their children and to have access to the information, education and

means to enable them to exercise these rights;

(_f)

The same rights and responsibilities with regard to guardianship,

vardship, trusteeship and adoption of children, or similar institutions where
these concepts exist in national legislation; in all cases the interests of the
children shall be paramount;

(g)

The same personal rights as husband and wife, including the right to

choose a family name, a profession and an occupation;

(h_)^ The same rights for both spouses in respect of the ownership,

acquisition, management, administration, enjoyment and disposition of property,

whether free of charge or for a valuable consideration.

2.
The betrothal and the marriage of a child shall have no legal effect, and
all necessary action, including legislation, shall be taken to specify a minimum
age for marriage and to make the registration of marriages in an official registry
compulsory.

PART V

Article 17

1.

For the purpose of considering the progress made in the implementation of

the present Convention, there shall be established a Committee on the Elimination

of Discrimination against Women {hereinafter referred to as the Committee)
consisting,^ the time of entry into force of the Convention, of eighteen and,
after ratification of or accession to the Convention by the thirty-fifth State
Party, of twenty-three experts of high moral standing and competence in the field
covered by the Convention. The experts shall be elected by States Parties from
among their nationals and shall serve in their personal capacity, consideration
being given to equitable geographical distribution and to the representation

of the different forms of civilization as well as the principal legal systems.

11

PART VI
Article 23

Nothing in this Convention shall affect any provisions that are more conducive
to the achievement of equality between men and women which may be contained:

(«l)

In the legislation of a State Party; or

(b_)

In any other international convention, treaty or agreement in force for

that State.

Article 2k
States Parties undertake to adopt all necessary measures at the national level
aimed at achieving the full realization of the rights recognized in the present
Convention.

Article 25

1.

The present Convention shall be open for signature by all States.

2.

The Secretary-General of the United Nations

is designated as the

depositary of the present Convention.

3.
The present Convention is subject to ratification.
Instruments of
ratification shall be deposited with the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

h.
The present Convention shall be open to accession by all States.
Accession shall be effected by the deposit of an instrument of accession with the
Secretary-General of the United Nations.

Article 26
1.
A request for the revision of the present Convention may be made at any
time by any State Party by means of a notification in writing addressed to the
Secretary-General of the United Nations.
2.
if any,

The General Assembly of the United Nations
to be taken in

shall decide upon the steps,

respect of such a request.

Article 27

1.

■

The present Convention shall enter into force on the thirtieth day after

the date of deposit with the Secretary-General of the United Nations of the

twentieth instrument of ratification or accession.

Article 28

Article 29

■ir^Vi^ll^™" *T° « more States P"«« concerning

S~
Article 30

th1e1Ar"Mo- Chinese' E^"h, BYench, Russian and

f^ssha11 be deposited

Convention!"'33 ^^ ^ UDde"i^^' d"^ authorized, have signed the present
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