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THE INTJiliEST OP
ECONOMIC CO-OPERATION 1I.ND DEVELOPMENT
"SPb"CTS uF Jo;CONOlilIC DEVELOHJIENT

1. The parent body cf the OrGanisation fcr Economic Co-operaticn
and Develcpwent (O.E.C.D.) \1.S the Orbanisation for European Econcmic
Co-operation (O.E.E.C.), wh"ch itself was founded in 1948. The aim of
the O.E.E.C. was to allocate Marshall Plan aid an'dto: help the European.
countries which founded it to work together for thE<-restoration of their
economies. They recognised certain facts which expar-a snce had shown
to befundemental: the ,crucial importance of knowledge in the formula-·
tion and implementation of policy; the inter-relatedness of all economic
problems; the inCreasing inter-dependence of national economies.

2. In 1960 a new organisaticn, the O.E. C.D. was set up
ccmprising the twenty Member ccuntries of the O.E.E.C. with the addition
of Canada and the United States: later cther countries jcined, and
the present membership" is shown in Ailnex A. _ The aim of the O.E.C.D. is
tc wcrk cut policy approaches conducive to .oal.anced economic e;rowth and
social progress in the Member countries and to the sound development of
theeoonomically' less advanced nations. It does this in two ways: by
asse,inbline: and examining Knowledge relevant to rational policy-making in
every major field of economic activitYlby acting as a forum, meeting
the year round, in which such policy-making is f~cilitated by the
exch :.nge and analysis of ideas and exper Lence from all the Member
countries.

Orl\anisation a nddorkinp; ~Ie t hods

3. A National Dele,c:"tion to the O.E.C.D. is appointed by each
Member country, headed by a Permanent Delecate with the rank of
ambassador. The Secretariat consists of international civil servants,
orGanised in Directorates concerned with the various aspects of:the
O.E.C.D. 's activities. Members of tQe Delecation and the Secretariat
work toe;ether in a series of Committees; examples of these Committees
are those concerned with Eccnomic Policy, Trade, Financial Matters,
Scientific and Technical Personnel, lVlanf'ower and :3ooial affairs, Indus try,
Aericul ture and FishQries, and Development Ass is t ance , The confronta­
tion method of reviewing progress is frequently used: this is carried out
by the examination of each Member country by two oth9rs on the basis
of memoranda and draft surveys.

4. A development Centre was set up in 1963 as an autonomous
agency within a.E.C.D. to improve liaison with the less developed countries:
the aim was to enable these countries to benefit from the experience of
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the a.E.C.D. and its Member oountries, and also to help the latter to
adopt their assistanoe policies so as to meet the most important needs
of the beneficiaries as effectively as possible. The Centre's activities
have taken two main directions: researoh, to obtain a better un~erstanding

of the deve10pment process and its determinants, and to contribute towards
the effectiveness of aid; the transfer of knowledge and experienoe,
including the setting-up of a development question-and-answer se~ice.

5. In 1968 the a.E.C.D. Council authorised the Centre to under­
take certain activities in the field of population: the aims of this
programme are to make Member countries more aware of the importance of the
population factor in economlC development, to call-the-attention of donor
and recipient countries to the latest developmenta in the population
field, to help the Development Assistance Committee in improving the
oo-ordination between aid proerammes in this 1'ield, to put the assembled
information at the disposal of countries interested, and to prepare the
way for an effective dialogue between the more and the less developed
countries and problems in the population field. The population programme
is separately finanoed b3 eight of the. Member oountries•

. The Interest of the a.E.C.D. in Demographic
Aspects of Economic Development

It will be clear from the account oftbe activities of the a.E.C.D.
and the Development Centre given above tbat they have a strong interest
in the demoGraphio aspects of eoonomic development. The demographic
factor is significant throughout their work, but-is particularly important
in the resee.roh \fork of 't.Le Centre, ooncerned as it is wi·th development.
This factor is also a major preocoupation of the population programme
set up at the Centre in 1968, a reoent study ca"ried out as part of the
pro&ramme, entitled "Population Pro['rammes and SOCial and Economio
Development", will shortly be puo Li ehe d,
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Members:

Austria
Belei um '
Canada
Denm"rk
Finland
France
Germany
'Greece'
Ioeland
Ireland
Italy
Japan
Luxembourg
Netherlands
Norway
Portugal
Spain'
Sweden
Switzerland
TUrkey
United Kingdom
Uni ted States of "merioa

Special Statue:

Auetralia
Yugoslavia
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The Population Pro","'amme of 0, E, C.D.·

The rapid. Growth of interest in recent years in the field of
population has led to the danger of a duplication of work by two or more
aGencies, and the future activities planned fc~tCo Population ProgTamme
of a.E,C.D, at the Development Centre has been designed therefore to
concentrate on aspects of population problems where the structure of
a.E.C.D. and the expe"tise and resources on which it can draw will
enable it to render the most useful assistance possible. These activities
will include:-

a) 1J:1~:~ch2.n~_<?f.J:Efo!:'_~1io~. A wide network of formal and
informal contacts has been built up, and the Centre is increasing
represented at international mee t i ngs , In these activities the o.z.c.n,
is in a unique position to stress the importance of involvement of both
its Member countries r.nd tho less developod countries in the development
process, and to streccs th" need of both groups to understand the problems
of the other, and where relevant to elaborate ontr~ point of view of
coun ries in a position to be donors of aid. The Centre is expanding
its informatio~ services, which it is hoped will be of increasing
assistance to both Member countries and the less developed countries
interested in the j.opuIut i on factor of development assistance, and
par-t LcuLar-Ly in the rnanageme n t asp8cts of assistance in this field. It
will also be in a better position to provide expert advice to those working
within the a.EoC.D. frarne;;ork on development and technical assistance
problems in which :population factors should be considered.

b) Conferel~c~~_~~~ ~pert__Group Meetin~. The Centre will
concentrate increasingly on mor", specialised meetin",'s limited either
regionally or in :-es:??ot of ~'J.b.j8C,t matter. B'Ol' example in April
1970 an expert werking group was oonvened to consider t~e constraints
on the development of famil.y p:l.anning activities in africa, and further
meetings will be arranged to oonsider other aspects of the population
field in Africa in the ne a.r future.

c) Resear~~. The Researoh work at the Centre will concentrate
on SUbjects in which the a.E.C.D, has a particular contribution to make.
These will include the inanagarnerrt and ev al u.i t i cn of aid, the evolution
of f,overnment policy in respect of population matters and the economic
studies tr ..,dHionally carried out at the Centre and by a. E. C. D. itself.
Consideration ·"ill also be given to the possibility of coordinating and
synthesising resGarch already published to r:rovide digests for the use
of those workin" in these fields wheU.er they be from i,lember countries or
from Governments and other organisations in the developing world. The
Centre will continue to keep in touch v i, th cu:crent research activities
by surveys and other me r.n s , and it is hoped that this will lead to both
a better understdnding of the ~opulaticn factor in the development
process, and also to prevantion of duplications and ommissions in
research activ~ties in this field.


