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A. BACKGROUND

The Fifth Summit of Heads of State of Somalia Kenya Ethiopia and

Djibouti, held in Addis Ababa from 3 s- U December 1939 directed the

Preferential Trade Area for Eastern and Southern African States (PTA), to take

appropriate measures for speeding up the improvident of the inter-state

transport and communications links in the Northern part of the subregion and

between the northern countries and the rest of the PTA Subregion.

The Heads of State of the four countries again met in Addis Ababa on 24

Kay 1983, and further resolved, after reviewing the status of transport and

communications projects, that a technical consultation committee(TCC) of

experts be established to monitor the progress of implementation of the

projects and programmes interconnecting those four countries.

The PTA in turn requested the ECA, by telex dated 23/6/89 (Ref

PTA/1119/26/06) 'rthe assistance of the Regional Adviser to visit the four

countries and asses the status of implementation of projects and programmes

relating to interstate linkagesj including the extent of successes or

otherwise of the effort to mobilize resources for the priority projects agreed

upon.

The Regional Advisor accordingly undertook a mission to Somalia from 23

to 28 August 1989, met the concerned officials and professionals in transport

and communications in order to find out the status of implementation as well

as to assit in the preparation of Somalia's submission to the then forthcoming

inaugural meeting of the TCC of experts.
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C. PERSONS MET

1. llr. ilohammed Sheik Osman Jawari

Vice Minister

Ministry of Land and Air Transport



3. Mr. Ahmed Mohammed Aden

Director of Planning

Ministry of Posts and Telecommunications

4. Mr. 11. Karshe

Commercial and Chartering Manager

Somali Shipping Line

5. Mr. Ali Ibrahim

n r.

Director General t '6-ox/-?

Ministry of Public Work

6. Mr. Ahmed Saleh Monamed

Planning and Project Manager

Somali Port Authority

D. PROJECT PREPARATION

The adviser first met and had discussion with the PTA Liaison official

in Mogadishu, Dr. Osman Aweys Nur, the Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of

Commerce. Mr. Oweis Nur then arranged further meeting with officials of the
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four ministries responsible for transport and Communications, .i.e. The

Ministry of General Transport, The Ministry of Communications, The Ministry

of Maritime Affairs and the Ministry of Public Works. The outcome of the

various discussions arc summarized as followst

(a) Road to Kenyat (Liboi Kissimayo)

The Feasibility study carried out in 1983 needs to be revised and

updated. The internal rate of return of the project determined at

that time was too low. PTA/IGADD could assist in obtaining finance

both for the study and eventually for implementation.

(b) Road to Djibouti (Djibouti - Berbera)

Somalia and Djibouti are jointly implementing construction of the

road up to Zeila under EEC financing. Zeila-Berber^would be subject

of further discussion to determine the most acceptable of the

existing alternative alignments.

(c) Roads to Ethiopia

The two countries have agreed to establish a technical committee

(which could meet under IGADD/PTA auspices), to promote and monitor

air, land, and coastal maritime linkages.

(d) Road Maintenance

Somalia considers "maintenance" a very important issue and would

certainly participate at international fora, as appropriate, to

improve maintenance performance

(e) Telecommunications links with Kenya

Tender documents are under preparation for the Kissimayo-Liboi

microwave link to Kenya, complete with the switching centers. The

project will have a 34 M bits digital system initially equipped for
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50 channels with capacity to expand to 480 channels. The project

should be completed and become operational by the end of 1991. It

is financed by the African Development Bank, with a joint

ADP-Nigerian Trust Fund Credit to the tune of 16.5 million units of

account (AD3).

(f) Telecommunications to Djibouti

Tele-link to Djibouti will depend on the Mogadushu-Hargesia

Satellite link, which has not yet been realized due lack of funds,

and the original feasibility study needs to be revised.

However, the International Switching Centre at Mogadishu is

financed by the EEC at an estimated cost of 5 million E.C.U.

Tender documents have been completed and published on 20 July

1989. The project is expected to be contracted by December 1989,

and become operations by 1992 according to the current plan.

(g) Telecommunications to Ethiopia

The microwave link to Ethiopia, which is part of the PANAFTEL

general plan, has not been realised due to lack of funds. The

original ITU study needs to be revised and detailed engineering

studies have to be carried out as current developments indicate

that the Tower built at Hargeisa could have sufficient clearance to

the border (Togowuchale), thus eliminating the two repeater

stations formerly planned inside Somalia.

(h) Civil Aviation

Somalia has recently liberalized air traffic rights so that any

national, non-governmental or combined carrier group can operate,

with passenger and/or cargo in and out of Mogadishu, without any

barriers. The grainting of fifth freedom rights, however, would

need to be agreed on a reciprocal basis, subject to bilateral

arrangments between airlines. This applies to increasing

frequencies.
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Ethiopia and Somalia have held two bilateral meetings, first at

expert level and then at ministerial level, at which a memorandum

of understanding was issued for the establishment of a joint

technical committee to promote effective air, land, coastal and

telecommunications linkages. The committee needs to meet and

consider priority projects perhaps at the initiatives IGADD/PTA.

Likewise, the direct air transport linkage between Mogadishu and

I.
Addis Ababa, originally initaiated in 1969 was formally signed at

the ministerial meeting paving the way for SomaliK and Ethiopian

Airlines to commence their respective twice weekly flights

between the two capitals.

(i) Coastal Maritime Transport

The development of coastal transport including the expansion of

ISCO's to cover all PTA member countries, lias been the subject of

a recent discussion at the meeting of ministers of the subregion

responsible for maritime transport. Another meeting is scheduled

in the near future.

0

Somalia has now four (4) major p^rts (Mogadishu, Berbera,

Kissimaio and Bosaso), and eleven (11) minor ports mostly serving

dhows. The national shipping compnies own and operate two ships.

The port of Mogadishu is being expanded and modernized, including

installation of container handling facilities, at a cost of US$22

million obtained from the World Bank.

Somalia is obviously interested in the development of maritime

transport in general and coastal matitime in particular in

cooperation with the other PTA/IGADD member countries.

Somalia projects would therefore be submitted on the basis of the

status given above, on an agreed format, which is outlined in the

annex below.



- 5 -

ANNEX

Inagural Meeting of the Technical Consultation Committee

of experts of Djibouti Somalia Kenya and Ethiopia.

Dj ibouti, Dj ibouti,

13 - 14 September 1939

Somalia Project Proposals

Roads

(a) Road to Kenya

(i) Kissimayo Libay

(ii) ADB interest

(b) Roads to Ethiopia

(i) Ferfer - Jawil

(ii) Nabadeed - Tugowuchale

(iii) Baidobe - Dolo

(c) Road to Djibouti - Berbara - Zeila - Loyada

(d) Road maintenance and Rehabilitation

Air Transport

(a) Link with Djibouti

(b) Link with Kenya (strengthening)

(c) Link with Ethiopia {commencement)

(d) Djibouti-Nairobi Traffic Rights

Maritime transport

(a) Coastal transport development (PTA/IGADD)

(b) Development and modernization of ports

(i) Mogadishu

(ii) Berbera

(iii) Kissimayo

(iv) Bossaso

(v) Other dhow ports (ii)

(c) Established National Shipping Line
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4. Telecommunications

(a) International Switching Centre at Mogadishu (EEC)

(b) Link with Djibouti (Mogadishu Hargeisa Sattlite link)

(c) Link with Ethiopia (PANAFTEL microwave link

Hargeisa-Gijjiga via Togowuchale)

(d) Link with Nairobi (Kissimayo - Liboy microwave

link, (ADF-Nigeria Trust Fund).


