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Resolution 890 (XLV) 
 

Unleashing Africa’s potential as a pole of global growth 
 
The Conference of Ministers, 

 
Acknowledging that Africa’s robust and resilient economic performance in recent years, which is 
underpinned by improved political and economic governance, improved macroeconomic 
management, along with its vast natural resources and untapped regional markets, position Africa as 
a potential pole of global growth,  
 
Recognizing that in order to unleash its potential as a pole of global growth, Africa needs to 
effectively address challenges and constraints, including the need to continually improve political 
and economic governance, scale up investment in human capital, accelerate investment in 
infrastructure, promote local entrepreneurship, boost productivity in agriculture and accelerate 
regional integration, 
 

1. Calls on African Governments to continue to improve their political and economic 
governance and pursue their efforts to build developmental States and ensure an 
enabling environment for private initiatives and investment to flourish; 

 
2. Urges African Governments to scale up investments in quality education, applied 

research and development, human capital and infrastructure to enhance productivity 
and growth; 

 
3. Also urges African Governments to promote innovation and technology transfer for 

increased value added, industrialization and structural transformation; 
 

4. Further urges African Governments to scale up their efforts in mobilizing  internal and 
external resources for financing development and for addressing humanitarian crises, 
particularly in the Horn of Africa and Sahel regions;  

 
5. Urges African countries to take advantage of efforts to address the daunting challenge 

of climate change as an opportunity to pursue green growth, embark on a green 
revolution in agriculture, and create jobs;   

 
6. Calls on African countries to accelerate regional integration, promote intra-African 

trade and harness partnerships with traditional and emerging partners, with the 
assistance of the African Union, the Economic Commission for Africa and the regional 
economic communities; 

 
7. Calls on the African Union Commission and the Economic Commission for Africa to 

develop a coherent approach that will guide Africa’s engagement with developed and 
emerging countries within the framework of South-South cooperation;  
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8. Acknowledges the importance of financing post-conflict reconstruction and 
development activities to support reintegration of displaced populations; and 

 
9. Urges development partners to cancel the debt of the heavily indebted African 

countries as the debt burden is a constraint on unleashing resources for growth and 
development. 
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Resolution 891(XLV) 
 

Accelerating regional integration and boosting intra-African trade 

 

The Conference of Ministers, 

 

Conscious of the need for and the importance of accelerating the process of regional integration and 
boosting trade among African countries,  
 
Cognizant of African Union Assembly decision 394(XVIII) endorsing the Action Plan for Boosting 
Intra-African Trade and the Road Map and Architecture for Fast-tracking the Establishment of the 
Continental Free Trade Area by 2017,  
 

1. Commends the efforts of the Economic Commission for Africa, the African Union 
Commission and other collaborating partners that contributed to the adoption of the 
landmark decision 394(XVIII); 

 
2. Urges member States to deepen and consolidate their regional integration agenda by 

harmonizing regional and subregional initiatives in order to be more resilient to 
external shocks and crises; 

 
3. Also urges member States to implement decision 394(XVIII) expeditiously and fast-

track the establishment of a continental free trade area;  
 
4. Further urges member States to mainstream various other initiatives, such as the 

Minimum Integration Programme and the Programme for Infrastructure Development 
in Africa, in national plans, strategies and budgetary allocations; 

 
5. Welcomes the initiative by the Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa, the 

East African Community and the Southern African Development Community to 
establish a grand free trade area, and urges other regional economic communities to do 
likewise so as to speed up implementation of the continental integration agenda; 

 
6.  Expresses appreciation for the role played by the Economic Commission for Africa, 

the African Union Commission, the African Development Bank and the regional 
economic communities in supporting member States in their efforts to implement 
regional integration programmes, and calls on development partners to continue their 
support to the Economic Commission for Africa and the African Union Commission; 

 
7. Commends the African Trade Policy Centre for providing technical support to member 

States and regional economic communities on advancing the continent’s trade agenda; 
and 
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8. Acknowledges the existing support provided by development partners to the Centre, 
and calls on them to enhance their support in order to ensure its continued and 
sustainable operation. 
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Resolution 892(XLV) 
 

Establishment of an African Institute 

for Remittances 

 
The Conference of Ministers,  

 

Recognizing that remittances, if well harnessed and formalized, could contribute to growth and 
development in Africa, 
 

Appreciating the increasing contribution of remittances to economic and social development in 
Africa, 
 
Recognizing that the establishment of an African Institute for Remittances could be leveraged for 
economic and social development,  
 

Recalling decision EX.CL/Dec.683(XX) adopted by the Executive Council of the African Union at 
its twentieth session, held in Addis Ababa in January 2012, in which the Council requested the 
African Union Commission to submit to the Ministers of Finance recommendations pertaining to 
establishment of the Institute, 
 

Welcoming the report of the African Union Commission on the Preparatory Project for the 
Establishment of an African Institute for Remittances and the recommendations contained therein, 
 

1. Takes note of the decision of the Executive Council (EX.CL/Dec.683(XX)) on the  
establishment of an African Institute for Remittances as a specialized technical office of the 
African Union Commission; 

  
2. Requests the African Union Commission to submit the mandate of the Institute, and its 

organizational structure, which should be lean and sustainable, to the African Union 
Permanent Representatives Committee through its relevant subcommittees; and 

 
3. Welcomes the offer made by Mauritius to host the Institute as well as the interest of Djibouti, 

Egypt and Kenya in hosting it, and requests the African Union Commission to examine the 
offer of Mauritius and the interest expressed by the other countries in line with the 
established criteria governing the hosting of organs of the African Union.  
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Resolution 893(XLV) 
 

The regional dimension of development 

 
The Conference of Ministers, 

 

Recognizing that the regional dimension of development is critical for an effective and coordinated 
response to an ever-growing number of transboundary issues, and that regional responses are of 
increasing importance as a buffer against global shocks and crises, 
 
Emphasizing the importance of the regional and subregional  levels as an essential building block of 
effective global governance, as it provides the critical link between the global and national levels, 
especially in the context of the ongoing discussions on an integrated approach to sustainable 
development and the development agenda beyond 2015, 
 
Stressing the important role played by the regional commissions as part of the institutional 
landscape in each region through norm-setting, dissemination and analytical functions, and as 
important forums for articulating regional and subregional perspectives on global issues and 
building consensus within each region, 
   
Recalling General Assembly resolution 62/208 of 19 December 2007, in which the Assembly, inter 
alia, encouraged the United Nations development system to strengthen collaboration with regional 
and subregional intergovernmental organizations and regional banks, as appropriate and consistent 
with their respective mandates, and requested the regional commissions to further develop their 
analytical capacity to support country-level development initiatives at the request of member States 
and to support measures for more intensive inter-agency collaboration at the regional and 
subregional levels, 
 
Recalling further the Conference of Ministers resolution 881 (XLIV) of 29 March 2011, in which 
the Conference, inter alia, called on the Economic Commission for Africa and the African Union 
Commission to ensure that support to the Ten-Year Capacity-Building Programme for the African 
Union from the United Nations and other partners was within the framework of the Regional 
Coordination Mechanism and the subregional coordination mechanisms, 
 
Taking note of the independent study on the “The regional dimension of development and the UN 
system” sponsored by the regional commissions, 
 

1. Commends the Economic Commission for Africa and other regional commissions for 
sponsoring the study on “The regional dimension of development and the UN system”; 
and calls on the Economic Commission for Africa to disseminate the findings and 
recommendations of the study to its member States; 

 
2. Endorses the recommendations of the independent study, and invites the United Nations 

system organizations working at the global and regional levels to support their 
implementation; 
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3. Requests the Economic Commission for Africa, working through the Regional 

Coordination Mechanism for Africa, and in consultation with other regional and 
subregional organizations, in particular the African Union and the African regional 
economic communities, to ensure implementation of the recommendations so that United 
Nations system engagement with regional and subregional organizations is coherent and 
strategically coordinated, and fits into a larger comprehensive strategy in support of 
regional integration efforts; and 

 
4. Also requests the Economic Commission for Africa to report to the Conference at its forty-

sixth session on the implementation of this resolution.   
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Resolution 894(XLV) 
 

The Millennium Development Goals and the development agenda beyond 2015 

 

The Conference of Ministers, 

 
Recognizing the progress being made by the continent towards attaining the targets set out in the 
Millennium Development Goals, 
 
Conscious of the challenges that still remain in efforts to attain all the Goals by 2015, 
 
Recalling the decisions of the Assembly of Heads of State and Government of the African Union 
requesting the African Union Commission, in collaboration with the United Nations Economic 
Commission for Africa and the African Development Bank, to submit to the Assembly annual 
status reports and related statistics on Africa’s progress towards the Goals, 
 
Commending the efforts being made by the African Union Commission, the Economic Commission 
for Africa and the African Development Bank to provide African countries with a continental 
strategy on the Goals in order to coordinate, standardize and harmonize statistical activities and 
create harmonized databases at the subnational, national and continental levels,  
 
Cognizant of the efforts made by the African Union Commission, the Economic Commission for 
Africa, the African Development Bank and the United Nations Development Programme in 
monitoring progress towards the Goals, 
 

1. Takes note of the “Report on progress in achieving the Millennium Development Goals in 
Africa 2012” (E/ECA/COE/31/8-AU/CAMEF/EXP/8(VII)) and recommends its adoption 
by the Assembly of Heads of State and Government in July 2012; 

 
2. Urges African countries to strengthen their statistical systems and institutions in order to 

produce reliable and timely statistics for the monitoring of progress towards achieving the 
Millennium Development Goals in Africa; 

 

3. Also urges African countries to commit adequate resources to implementation of the 
recommendations in the Report, including those on maternal health, HIV and AIDS and 
young people and women’s participation in wage employment;  

  
4. Mandates the African Union Commission, the Economic Commission for Africa and the 

African Development Bank, in close consultation with member States, regional economic 
communities and all other stakeholders to identify Africa’s priorities for the development 
agenda beyond 2015; 
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5. Welcomes the proposal to create an African Task Force on South-South cooperation, 

whose objective will be, in the long run, to form a South-South Coalition for the African 
continent in view of achieving the Millennium Development Goals and implementing the 
Istanbul Plan of Action, and which will also collaborate with existing initiatives on South-
South cooperation to avoid duplication of efforts; and invites the Government of Guinea in 
collaboration with the African Union Commission, the Economic Commission for Africa, 
the African Development Bank, the United Nations Development Programme and the 
Office of the High Representative for the Least Developed Countries, Landlocked 
Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States to take the necessary measures 
for the promotion of  these initiatives; and 

 
6. Urges development partners to fully implement the target of committing 0.7 per cent of 

gross national product to aid flows and to fulfil their commitments within the development 
effectiveness framework. 
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Resolution 895(XLV) 
 

Improving and strengthening South-South cooperation 

 

The Conference of Ministers, 

 

Recognizing the growing importance of South-South cooperation for Africa in various aspects of 
development, 
 
Realizing that there is great potential in improving and strengthening South-South cooperation to serve 
the development agenda of African countries, especially in an era marked by global economic 
uncertainty and the rise of the emerging economies and the developing world as a whole, 
 
Recognizing the need for African countries to develop well-oriented and well-designed strategies for 
South-South cooperation, enhance coordination at the regional level and strengthen institutional and 
governance capabilities to govern the cooperation process, 
 
Calls on African countries to adopt the following specific actions: 
 
 (a) Mainstream South-South cooperation into country development strategies, align South-
South cooperation with country development priorities and take ownership of the direction and process 
of the cooperation; 
 
 (b) Build up institutional and governance capacities and well-designed cooperation frameworks 
to manage South-South cooperation activities effectively, including establishing a mechanism for 
monitoring and evaluation; 
 
 (c) Improve understanding of the different national interests and comparative advantages of 
both African countries and their partners in the South, and tailor strategies and policies to approach 
those partners accordingly; 
 
 (d) Play a more proactive role in the partnership by leveraging advantages in negotiations, 
identifying and channelling resources to key sectors, and creating linkages between investment from the 
South and the domestic economy; and 

 
 (e) Strengthen knowledge-sharing among African countries in the process of South-South 
cooperation and push forward further regional collaboration and integration in Africa on this issue. 
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Resolution 896(XLV) 
 

Illicit financial flows from Africa 

 

The Conference of Ministers,  
 
Recalling resolution  886 (XLIV) on illicit financial flows adopted at the Fourth Joint Annual 
Meetings of the African Union Conference of Ministers of Economy and Finance and the Economic 
Commission for Africa Conference of Ministers of Finance, Planning and Economic Development, 
providing for action to be taken to address the problem of such flows, 
 

1. Commends the establishment and inauguration of a High-Level Panel on Illicit Financial 
Flows from Africa headed by Mr. Thabo Mbeki, former President of South Africa, assisted 
by nine other members; 

 
2. Reiterates that illicit financial flows constitute a major development challenge for Africa, 

draining the continent of needed financial resources, causing economic distortions and 
perpetuating poverty; 

 
3. Calls on the Economic Commission for Africa to provide the necessary technical 

backstopping for the  Panel; 
 
4. Invites the Panel to work actively in addressing the problem and report to the next 

Conference of Ministers; and 
 
5. Urges the different stakeholders including Governments, civil society organizations, the 

private sector and regional and international organizations to fully support the work of the 
Panel.  
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Resolution 897(XLV) 
 

Implementation of the African Charter on Statistics and the Strategy for the Harmonization 

of Statistics in Africa 

 

The Conference of Ministers, 

 

Recognizing the importance of statistical information for the formulation, monitoring and 
evaluation of development programmes and policies and the economic and political integration of 
Africa, 
 
Noting the progress made by the African Union Commission, the Economic Commission for Africa 
and the African Development Bank, among others, in developing strategies aimed at supporting the 
African integration agenda, 
 
Expressing appreciation for the ongoing work to incorporate existing statistical initiatives and 
programmes into the Strategy for the Harmonization of Statistics in Africa, 
 
Concerned at the slow progress made with the signing and ratification of the African Charter on 
Statistics,  
 
Recognizing the need to speed up the implementation of ongoing and future activities under the 
Charter and the Strategy, and to secure a corresponding and improved financing climate for 
statistical activities, 
 
Recognizing further the importance of implementing the Africa Programme on Accelerated 
Improvement of Civil Registration and Vital Statistics Systems, 
 
Aware of the need to set up labour market information systems to monitor and evaluate the 
implementation of employment strategies, 
 

1. Commends countries which have signed and ratified the African Charter on Statistics, and 
calls on those which have not done so to sign and ratify it as expeditiously as possible; 

 
2. Invites countries to incorporate the principles of the Charter into statistics law and into 

national strategies for the development of statistics; 
 
3. Calls on countries to ensure the effective participation of heads of national statistical offices 

in future meetings of the Conference of Ministers; 
 
4. Also calls on countries and regional economic communities to incorporate the Strategy for 

the Harmonization of Statistics in Africa into national and regional strategies for the 
development of statistics, and invites all stakeholders to mobilize resources for 
implementation of the Strategy and its sectoral strategies; 
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5. Recommends that the Assembly of Heads of State and Government of the African Union 

consider the institutionalization of a biennial meeting of African Ministers Responsible for 
Civil Registration within the framework of a relevant Specialized Technical Committee of 
the African Union; 

 
6. Invites the African Union Commission, the Economic Commission for Africa, the African 

Development Bank and partners to strengthen the civil registration and vital statistics 
secretariat to enable it to respond to the ever-growing demand for assistance in improving 
civil registration and vital statistics systems in Africa; 

 
7. Urges member States to allocate adequate resources to institutions dealing with labour 

statistics to facilitate the implementation of a harmonized framework for labour market 
information systems and to conduct annual labour force surveys; 

 
8. Urges the African Union Commission to coordinate all activities on labour market 

information systems at the continental level and to reinforce its capacity with suitable 
staffing and adequate resources, and calls on the Economic and Statistical Observatory for 
sub-Saharan Africa, the Economic Commission for Africa, the African Development 
Bank, the African Capacity-Building Foundation, the United Nations Development 
Programme, the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development, the European 
Union, the International Labour Organization, and other partners, to support this effort; 

 
9. Requests the African Union Commission, the Economic Commission for Africa, the 

African Development Bank and the United Nations Children’s Fund to mobilize the 
required resources for operationalization of the AfricaInfo database initiative and provide 
the necessary support to enable countries to develop effective data management and 
dissemination systems aimed at enabling full public access to official statistics; and 

 
10. Recommends that Economic Commission for Africa, African Union Commission and 

African Development Bank follow up the work of other statistical institutions on 
strengthening the capacity of national and regional training centres, and supports 
empowerment of the African Group on Statistical Training and Human Resources and its 
secretariat, to coordinate statistical training programmes in Africa. 
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Draft resolution 898(XLV) 
 

The cost of hunger in Africa:  social and economic impacts of child undernutrition 

 

The Conference of Ministers, 

 
Recognizing that cutting hunger and thereby achieving food and nutrition security in Africa is not 
only one of the most urgent means of reducing the vulnerability and enhancing the resilience of 
national economies, but also one of those which produces the highest returns for broader social and 
economic development, 
 
Noting that if more progress had been made against hunger in Africa in recent years, the continent’s 
recent solid growth performance would have been even more impressive, with potentially strong 
impacts on poverty reduction, 
 
Noting further the negative impacts on Africa’s growth prospects of recurrent but avoidable 
episodes of acute hunger, including large and destabilizing displacements of human populations, 
 
Stressing the urgent need for policies and investment by member States to prevent such episodes of 
acute hunger, and also to address the causes and consequences of chronic hunger, 
 
Appreciating the fact that the African Union’s African Regional Nutrition Strategy and 
Comprehensive Africa Agriculture Development Programme provide robust frameworks for policy 
and action to address both acute and chronic hunger in Africa, 
 
Noting that the Strategy and the Programme identify child undernutrition as one of the most 
damaging dimensions of chronic hunger in Africa, 
 
Affirming that eradicating child undernutrition constitutes an effective investment in high-quality 
human capital, which is widely recognized to be a critical requirement for sustainable growth and 
development, 
 
Commending the efforts of member States to collect and disseminate comprehensive data about 
undernutrition at the individual and community levels, with special emphasis on child 
undernutrition, 
 
Recognizing the continued lack of clear data on the aggregate social and economic costs of child 
undernutrition, and the aggregate social and economic benefits of eradicating it, 
 
Recognizing further the critical need for such data to raise awareness among the general public, 
policymakers and development partners about those aggregate costs and benefits, and to guide 
relevant policies and investments, 
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1. Urges member States to intensify their efforts and investments to address acute and chronic hunger, 

applying the principles and priorities put forward in the African Regional Nutrition Strategy and 
Comprehensive Africa Agriculture Development Programme;  

 
2. Requests the African Union Commission and the Economic Commission for Africa to 

intensify their support for these efforts and investments by member States; 
 

3. Welcomes the multi-country study on the cost of hunger in Africa being led by the African 
Union Commission and the Economic Commission for Africa, in collaboration with the 
World Food Programme, to quantify the aggregate social and economic impacts of chronic 
hunger in Africa; 
 

4. Anticipates that the study will lead to increased understanding among key national and 
regional policymakers of the depth and breadth of child undernutrition on the continent, and 
its aggregate social and economic consequences, and thereby establish a firmer foundation 
for policies and investments to cut hunger in Africa; 
 

5. Commends the consultative process through which the study is being implemented, in 
particular the technical oversight role of the African Task Force on Food and Nutrition 
Development; 
 

6. Notes that the African Task Force on Food and Nutrition Development has endorsed the 
methodology being applied in the study; 
 

7. Acknowledges the technical support for the study being provided by the United Nations 
Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean, as an excellent illustration of 
South-South cooperation;  
 

8. Takes note of the preliminary results of the study indicating potentially large aggregate 
social and economic impacts of child undernutrition in African contexts; 
 

9. Requests the African Union Commission and the Economic Commission for Africa, in 
collaboration with the World Food Programme, to expedite the successful completion of the 
study, including wide dissemination of the results at country and regional levels; and 
 

10. Urges member States and partners participating in the study to provide the necessary 
resources for the successful completion of the study. 
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Resolution 899(XLV) 
 

Africa in 2050: The making of a global pole 

 

The Conference of Ministers, 

 

Noting with satisfaction that Africa has recorded remarkable growth and improved governance 
since the start of the new millennium,  
 
Conscious of the opportunity that this development offers to African peoples and their leaders, and 
of the need to sustain this momentum in order to improve livelihoods in Africa significantly and 
enable the continent to play a major role in global affairs, 
 

Mindful of the challenges associated with keeping pace with this momentum and of the need for 
African nations to tackle looming local, regional and global problems collectively, 
 

Stressing in particular the need for African countries to begin refining and elaborating strategies to 
capitalize on the recent growth momentum and ensure that all parts of the continent maintain 
economic headway and skirt the pitfalls lying ahead so that the continent takes its place as a major 
bloc in the emerging multipolar world economy, 
 

Taking note of the initiative by the Economic Commission for Africa and the Emerging  Markets 
Forum to prepare a background paper for the Conference entitled “Africa in 2050: the making of a 
global pole” with a view to undertaking a long-term perspective study on Africa,  
 

Emphasizing that the purposes of the perspective study should be to inform the highest authorities  
of the opportunities for and risks to stable and sustainable growth in Africa over the long term, in 
terms of politics, governance and the global economy and scenarios relating to action to actualize 
opportunities for the continent to become and remain a pole of global growth, and to mitigate the 
associated risks; to pay particular attention to how the emerging megatrends such as the shift to a 
multipolar world, demographic transitions, climate change, digitalization and other emerging issues 
will affect or influence Africa’s long-term prospects; and to report on realization of the commitment 
to regional integration in Africa in a way that will boost peace and security and competitiveness, 

 
1. Calls on the Economic Commission for Africa, in collaboration with the Emerging 

Markets Forum, to expeditiously pursue preparation of the perspective study on Africa in 
2050; 

 
2. Urges member States and the regional economic communities to support the conduct of the 

study by publicizing it and providing access to data, information and other documents;  
 
3. Calls on the private sector, civil society and other State and non-State actors to actively 

participate in the study; and 
 
4. Calls on development partners to lend their support to realization of the study. 
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Resolution 900(XLV) 
 

Large-scale acquisition of land in Africa 

 
The Conference of Ministers, 

 

Taking into account the High Level Forum on Foreign Direct Investment in Land in Africa, which 
was held in Nairobi, Kenya, on 4 and 5 October 2011, attended by representatives of African 
Governments, Members of Parliament, traditional leaders, participants from the private sector and 
civil society and other stakeholders, 
 
Recalling declaration Assembly/AU/Decl.1 (XIII) Rev.1 by the Assembly of the African Union at 
its 13th Session in Sirte, Libya in July 2009 which provide a framework for the management of land 
issues and challenges in Africa,  
 
Affirming the importance of developing land policies in synergy with other sectoral frameworks and 
policies at the national, regional and pan-African levels, including the Comprehensive Africa 
Agriculture Development Programme, 
 
Noting the increasing investment opportunities in agriculture driven by new global markets, the 
growing demand in Africa itself and the resulting increases in the value of land, water and other 
natural resources, 
 
Noting also with deep interest the recent rise of large-scale land acquisitions, also known as ”land-
grabbing”, and the impact of domestic and foreign direct investment on land, water and related 
natural resources in Africa, 
 
Acknowledging the efforts made under the Land Policy Initiative jointly launched by the African 
Union Commission, the Economic Commission for Africa and the African Development Bank in 
assisting member States to tackle their land issues, and recognizing the need for further assistance 
to member States using the African Union’s Framework and Guidelines on Land Policy to develop 
comprehensive national land policies that address the issues posed by land deals entered into by 
both foreign and domestic investors, 
 
Taking note of the policy messages emanating from the Policy Forum on Foreign Direct 
Investments in Land in Africa organized by the Land Policy Initiative and the Coalition for 
Dialogue on Africa in Lisbon in June 2011, 
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1. Calls on the African Union Commission, the Economic Commission for Africa, the African 

Development Bank and member States through the Land Policy Initiative: 
  
(a) To work in close consultation with Governments, parliaments, regional economic 

communities, the private sector, traditional leaders, civil society, development partners 
and other stakeholders to promote alternative land-based investment models;    

 
(b) To prepare by 2013 an assessment report on large-scale, land-based investment in 

Africa; 
 
(c) To develop principles and guidelines on large-scale, land-based investment in Africa, 

to be approved by member States in 2013; 
 
(d) To develop and implement in 2013 a monitoring and evaluation framework and 

mechanism for tracking large-scale, land-based investment; 
 
(e) Prepare a capacity-building programme to facilitate fair, transparent negotiations 

which will ensure that investment in land takes into account the expected impacts on 
neighbouring countries and the region as a whole; and 

 
(f) To facilitate identification of a high-level panel of African champions to support the 

African Union Declaration on Land Issues and Challenges in Africa and the Nairobi 
Action Plan; 

 
2. Invites the African Union Commission, the Economic Commission for Africa and the African 

Development Bank, together with member States and their development partners, to support 
the Land Policy Initiative in order to expand the capacity to implement the African Union 
Declaration on Land Issues and Challenges in Africa. 

 
 
  
 



E/ECA/CM/45/5/Rev.1 
AU/CAMEF/EXP/Rpt(VII)/Rev.1 

Annex 
Page 19 

 

 Resolution 901(XLV) 
 

Promoting an innovation society for Africa’s social and economic transformation 
 

The Conference of Ministers, 

 
Recalling General Assembly resolution 64/212 of 21 December 2009, in which the Assembly 
emphasized the vital role that science and technology can play in the achievement of the 
internationally-agreed development goals, including the Millennium Development Goals,  
 
Recalling also the Addis Ababa Declaration on Science, Technology and Scientific Research for 
Development, adopted by the Assembly of the African Union in January 2007 
(Assembly/AU/Decl.5(VIII)), which underscored the role of scientific research and innovation in 
development, 
 

Recalling further its resolution 887 (XLIV) of 29 March 2011 on enhancing science and technology 
for development in Africa, 
 
Recalling further its resolution 856 (XLI) of 2 April 2008 on strengthening research and 
development and innovation for Africa’s socio-economic development, 
 
Noting with appreciation the significant initiatives launched as a result of resolution 887 (XLIV), 
inviting African Governments and the private sector to facilitate pan-African initiatives in support 
of African innovators and inventors, including the Innovation Prize for Africa and the biomedical 
engineering programme,  
 
Mindful that the Innovation Prize for Africa is a key vehicle for encouraging entrepreneurs, 
innovators, funding bodies and business development service providers to exchange ideas and 
explore innovative business opportunities, 
 
Appreciating the significance of the holding of the second Science with Africa conference in June 
2010, as well as that of the African Innovation Framework, the African Inter-Parliamentary Forum 
on Science, Technology and Innovation and the African Network for Drugs and Diagnostic 
Innovation, 
 

1. Commends the leadership of the Economic Commission for Africa and the African Union 
Commission for sustaining the Science with Africa conference as the leading forum for 
policy and technical discussion and interactions among scientists, policymakers and the 
private sector; 

 
2. Requests the Economic Commission for Africa to strengthen its collaboration with the 

African Innovation Foundation and other partners in ensuring the sustainability of the 
Innovation Prize for Africa so as to support African innovators and inventors, particularly 
women and young people; 
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3. Invites African Governments and the private sector to contribute to financing the African 
Science, Technology and Innovation Endowment Fund and the Innovation Prize for 
Africa; 

 
4. Requests the Economic Commission for Africa, African member States and policymakers 

to support the creation of engineering skills, innovation and entrepreneurship capacity on 
the continent; 

 
5. Calls on African member States to eliminate administrative barriers, reduce the cost of 

doing business, improve the quality and governance of the education system and its 
relevance to national needs, enhance intellectual property regimes, put innovation 
infrastructure in place and enhance the interactions between industry, academia, the public 
sector and government; 

 
6. Urges development partners to provide the necessary support to ensure the sustainability 

of the Innovation Prize for Africa, the African Network for Drugs and Diagnostic 
Innovation and the African Technology Development and Transfer Network; and 

 
7. Welcomes the holding of the third Science with Africa conference and urges the African 

Union Commission and the Economic Commission for Africa to support innovators and 
inventors. 
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Resolution 902(XLV) 

 
Establishment of the African Mineral Development Centre  

 

 
The Conference of Ministers, 

 
Aware of the enormous and untapped natural resource endowments of Africa and the importance of 
improving the management and governance of these resources, 
 
Recognizing the important role that mineral resources play in fostering broad-based development 
and structural transformation of African economies, 
 

Recalling decision EX.CL/Dec.471(XIV) taken by the Executive Council of the African Union at 
its fourteenth session in Addis Ababa in January 2009 and endorsed by the Assembly of the African 
Union at its twelfth session in February 2009 in Addis Ababa, which encourages the use of the 
Africa Mining Vision as the main framework for sustainable development of the continent’s vast 
mineral resources, 
 
Recalling further the decision by the African Ministers Responsible for Mineral Resources 
Development at its Second Conference, held in Addis Ababa in December 2011, to establish the 
African Mineral Development Centre, 
 

1. Takes note of the establishment of an African Mineral Development Centre;  
 
2. Urges the African Union Commission, Economic Commission for Africa and African 

Development Bank to expedite the establishment of the Centre and to submit a report to 
the next Joint African Union-Economic Commission for Africa Conference of the 
Ministers; 

 
3. Calls on the African Union Commission, Economic Commission for Africa and African 

Development Bank to prepare a Business Plan for the African Mineral Development 
Centre and submit it to member States for examination;  

 
4. Requests member States to mainstream the Africa Mining Vision in their national 

development plans and policies, through appropriate laws and regulations; and 
 
5. Calls on the African Union Commission, Economic Commission for Africa, African 

Development Bank and development partners to support and provide resources for the 
African Mineral Development Centre when it is established. 
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Resolution 903(XLV) 
 

Draft Strategic Framework: Proposed Biennial Programme Plan for the Economic 

Commission for Africa 2014-2015  
 

The Conference of Ministers, 

 
Recalling General Assembly resolution 41/203 of 19 December 1986 and subsequent relevant 
resolutions on programme planning, 
 
Recalling further resolution 844 (XXXIX) of 15 May 2006 of the Conference of African Ministers 
of Finance, Planning and Economic Development on repositioning ECA to better respond to 
Africa’s priorities, 
 
Taking note with appreciation of the ECA Annual Report (E/ECA/COE/31/21), which highlighted 
the significant results achieved by the Commission in all its programme areas, namely 
macroeconomic analysis, finance and economic development; food security and sustainable 
development; governance and public administration; information and science and technology for 
development; trade, economic cooperation and regional integration; gender and women in 
development; subregional activities for development; development planning and administration; 
statistics; and social development, 
 
Noting with satisfaction the Commission’s intention of scaling up the support it provides to member 
States in improving capacity to formulate and implement development policies at the national and 
regional levels; and to provide stronger and more coherent support to member States in advancing 
South-South cooperation to complement existing North-South cooperation mechanisms, 
 
Welcoming its goal of  strengthening support to member States to achieve sustainable development 
goals, in line with the commitments of the 2012 United Nations Conference on Sustainable 
Development (Rio+20), designing strategies for poverty reduction after expiry of the Millennium 
Development Goals in 2015, creating employment, developing infrastructure, including the 
promotion of access to energy for all, and advocating for youth development, 
 
Welcoming further the Commission’s  continued efforts to support the achievement of cross-cutting 
outcomes and results throughout its work programme, especially by addressing the socio-economic 
dimensions of climate change across subprogrammes; strengthening capacity for natural resources 
management; addressing issues related to migration; and deepening its work on enhancing the role 
of the State in development, including efforts to revive development planning, 
 
Encouraging the Commission to continue its support to member States, the African Union 
Commission and its New Partnership for Africa’s Development programme, and the regional 
economic communities in addressing current and emerging challenges, 
 
Noting with appreciation the Commission’s continued efforts to build partnerships and to secure 
additional resources to supplement its regular budget with a view to enabling it to deepen its work 
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in identified priority areas and giving it the flexibility to respond adequately to emerging issues that 
cannot be covered under the regular programme of work, 
 
Having examined the “Draft Strategic Framework: Proposed Biennial Programme Plan for the 
Economic Commission for Africa 2014-2015” (E/ECA/COE/31/21),  
 

1. Endorses the draft Strategic Framework and proposed Biennial Programme Plan for the 
Economic Commission for Africa 2014-2015; and 

 
2. Calls on the Committee for Programme and Coordination to support the Biennial 

Programme Plan for the Economic Commission for Africa 2014-2015, and ensure that the 
necessary resources are made available for its implementation. 
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Resolution 904(XLV) 
 

Admission of South Sudan as member of the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa 

subregional office for Eastern Africa  

 
The Conference of Ministers, 

 
Having welcomed South Sudan as the newest independent State in the world, 
 
Taking note of its request for membership in the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa 
subregional office for Eastern Africa,  
 
Cognizant of the membership of South Sudan in the Intergovernmental Authority on Development, 
which is covered by the subregional office for Eastern Africa,  
 
Recalling the discussion of the Committee of Experts of the Fifth Joint Annual Meetings of the 
African Union Conference of Ministers of Economy and Finance and the Economic Commission 
for Africa Conference of African Ministers of Finance, Planning and Economic Development, 

 
1.   Endorses the request of South Sudan for membership in the subregional office for Eastern 

Africa; 
 
2.  Urges the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa to take the necessary steps to 

ensure full membership of South Sudan  in the subregional office for Eastern Africa; and 
 
3.  Urges all regional and continental bodies to integrate South Sudan upon request. 
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Resolution 905(XLV) 
 

African Risk Capacity: Sovereign disaster risk solutions 

 

The Conference of Ministers, 

 

Recognizing that, owing to the escalating impact of extreme weather events driven by climate 
change, developing mechanisms for sovereign level risk management remains an urgent priority, 
 
Acknowledging that the current system of ad hoc unpredictable funding for disaster response causes 
the depletion of critical assets and the reallocation of Government resources from planned 
investment in times of crisis, slowing economic growth and creating significant setbacks to 
development, 
 
Recalling resolution 877 (XLIII) adopted by the Third Joint African Union Conference of Ministers 
of Economy and Finance and Economic Commission for Africa Conference of African Ministers of 
Finance, Planning and Economic Development, held in Lilongwe, Malawi, in March 2010  to 
“support efforts to enhance national and regional capacities to mitigate exposure to disaster risk 
through institutionalizing effective financial and other instruments such as strategic grain reserves, 
budgeted contingency funds as well as through sharing risk across regions”;  
 
Recalling also the declaration of the Second African Ministerial Conference on Disaster Risk 
Reduction held in Nairobi, Kenya, on 16 April 2010 (EX.CL/589(XVII) “calling upon Member 
States to explore the feasibility of continental financial risk pooling in working towards the creation 
of an African-owned Pan-African disaster risk pool, building on existing and emerging tools and 
mechanisms for financing disaster risk reduction”; 
 
Taking note of the Agreement on the African Risk Capacity Special Arrangement between the 
African Union Commission and the World Food Programme signed in June 2011 pursuant to the 
January 2011 decision of the Executive Council requesting the Commission “to put in place the 
necessary administrative arrangements,” (EX.CL/Dec.607(XVIII);  
 
Recalling the decision taken by the Fourth Joint African Union Conference of Ministers of 
Economy and Finance and ECA Conference of African Ministers of Finance, Planning and 
Economic Development, held in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia in March 2011 relating to the 
implementation of the resolution for the Establishment of the Joint Africa-Arab Fund for Disaster 
Response (Assembly/Africa-Arab/Res.2 (II)) adopted at the Second Africa-Arab Summit in Sirte, 
Libya, on 10 October 2010 “to establish a fund for disaster response, the Statutes, objectives and 
modalities of which are to be defined by the AUC and the League of Arab States”,  
 
Taking note of extensive ongoing consultations with the competent sectoral ministers at the country, 
regional and continental levels on the technical aspects of the proposal, 
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Taking note further that the innovative financial strategy for the African Risk Capacity to achieve 
solvency and sustainability would include initial donor contributions and ongoing premium 
payments from member States that participate on a voluntary basis, allowing for use of modern 
financial tools without direct impact on the national budgets of non-participating States, 
 
Recognizing that while drought is a major threat to food insecure populations, coverage of other 
naturally occurring hazards such as floods, earthquakes and cyclones would facilitate the 
participation of more countries and should be modelled and incorporated into the facility; 
 

1. Welcomes the progress report of the Commission on the establishment of the African Risk 
Capacity; 
 

2. Stresses the urgent need for a continental disaster risk management system as essential to 
protect development gains, particularly in light of climate change;  

 
3. Endorses, in principle, the proposal to establish the African Risk Capacity; 

 
4. Requests that the Commission elaborate a legal agreement for the establishment of the 

African Risk Capacity; 
 

5. Recommends that the African Risk Capacity should be established as a specialized agency of 
the African Union and accorded the privileges and immunities specified in the General 
Convention on Privileges and Immunities of the Organization of African Unity; 

 
6. Requests the Commission to convene a meeting of Government experts and subsequently a 

conference of plenipotentiaries before the end of the year to consider and adopt the 
Establishment Agreement; 

 
7. Urges all African Union Member States to actively participate in the aforementioned 

process; and 
 

8. Calls on development partners and partner institutions to support this endeavour of critical 
importance to food security on the continent. 
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Resolution 906(XLV) 

 
Africa’s candidate for the presidency of the World Bank 

 
The Conference of Ministers,  

 
Welcoming the nomination of Dr. Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala, Coordinating Minister for the Economy 
and Minister of Finance of Nigeria, as Africa’s sole candidate for the presidency of the World 
Bank, 
 
Recognizing the many achievements of Dr. Okonjo-Iweala and the major contributions she has 
made to development in the world and Africa, 
 
Convinced that Dr. Okonjo-Iweala is the most eminently qualified candidate for the presidency of 
the World Bank,  
 

1.   Unanimously endorses Dr. Okonjo-Iweala as Africa’s candidate for the position of 
President of the World Bank; and 

 
2. Calls on the Executive Board of the Bank to elect Dr. Okonjo-Iweala as President of the 

Bank at its next meeting in April 2012.  
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