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A. Resolution 

913(XLVII) Role of renewable energy in 
Africa’s industrialization and economic 
transformation

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling the various African Union instruments adop-
ted to accelerate the development of renewable energy 
options, in particular the 2010 Maputo Declaration 
adopted by the African Union Conference of Ministers 
in Charge of Energy, the 2011 Abu Dhabi Commu-
niqué on Renewable Energy for Accelerating Africa’s 
Development,

Recognizing that the ability of African countries to estab-
lish a competitive industrial sector and promote greater 
industrial linkages has been constrained by poor infra-
structure, including their energy systems, resulting in 
high production and transaction costs,

Conscious that, if renewable energy options and poten-
tials are not robustly and strategically harnessed, the 
commendable growth in African gross domestic pro-
duct recorded over the last decade will be curtailed, as 
economic growth is strongly correlated with the energy 
sector, 

Requests the African Union Commission, the Economic 
Commission for Africa, the regional economic com-
munities and other relevant organizations to support 
member States in mobilizing the necessary financial 
and technical resources to promote renewable energy at 
regional and national levels and to optimize investments 

in generation and transmission infrastructures with a 
view to increasing the overall share of renewable energy; 

Resolves to ensure transformative industrialization in 
Africa through the development of a cutting-edge 
renewable energy sector that facilitates Africa’s efforts to 
promote a green economy.

914(XLVII) African regional integration index

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling	the recommendation of the sixth Joint Annual 
Meetings of the Economic Commission for Africa 
Conference of African Ministers of Planning and Eco-
nomic Development and African Union Conference of 
Ministers of Economy and Finance, held in Abidjan, 
Côte d’Ivoire, in March 2013, which called for the 
enhancement of the monitoring and evaluation of Afri-
ca’s integration agenda,

Recalling also decision EX.CL/Dec.794(XXIV) adopted 
by the Executive Council of the African Union Assembly 
of Heads of State and Government at its twenty-fourth 
ordinary session, which called for the establishment of 
an integration observatory and development of a har-
monized framework scientifically to assess the imple-
mentation of the integration process, using integration 
indicators and common benchmarks of evaluation and 
assessment, based on the African Union’s Agenda 2063,

Acknowledging the keen interest and political leadership 
of African Heads of State and Government in accelera-
ting Africa’s integration agenda, as manifested in, among 
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other instruments, their January 2012 Declaration on 
Boosting Intra-African Trade and the Establishment of 
a Continental Free Trade Area, 7

Noting with appreciation the work currently under way 
by the Economic Commission for Africa and the Afri-
can Union Commission to assess the implementation 
of Africa’s regional integration agenda as defined in the 
Treaty Establishing the African Economic Community, 
the Constitutive Act of the African Union and the Mini-
mum Integration Programme, and taking into conside-
ration key publications such as the joint publication 
of the Economic Commission for Africa, the African 
Union Commission and the African Development Bank 
on assessing regional integration in Africa,

Recognizing the critical importance of constantly trac-
king progress on Africa’s regional integration through 
measurable indicators to provide a thorough assessment 
of the performance of member States and regional eco-
nomic communities, and to draw lessons for the future, 

1. Takes note of the background concept paper on the 
establishment of an African regional integration 
index aimed at assessing and elucidating the pro-
gress by member States and the regional economic 
communities towards attainment of the established 
goals and objectives of Africa’s regional integration, 
in line with the Abuja Treaty, the Constitutive Act 
of the African Union and related treaties and pro-
tocols;

2.  Commends the Economic Commission for Africa 
and the African Union Commission on this ini-
tiative and on their efforts to integrate the African 
regional integration index in the Commission’s 
country profiles;

3. Calls upon the Economic Commission for Africa 
and the African Union Commission to take all 
necessary steps to develop and use the African 
regional integration index as proposed in the 
concept paper, taking into account the discussion 
and related observations made at the present mee-
ting;

4. Urges the Economic Commission for Africa and 
the African Union Commission to work closely 
with the regional economic communities in the 

7  Assembly/AU/Decl.1(XVIII).

development and use of the African regional inte-
gration index;

5. Further urges Governments to scale up their 
commitment to and support for the accelerated 
attainment of the objectives of Africa’s regional 
integration by mainstreaming agreed plans and 
programmes into national development policies, 
strategies and budgets;

6. Undertakes to work in close collaboration with 
other relevant ministries at the national level, to 
support the successful realization of the African 
regional integration index and Africa’s regional 
integration in general.

915(XLVII) New continent-wide 
initiative on gender equality and women’s 
empowerment

The Conference of Ministers,

Acknowledging the importance of the contribution of 
women to the social and economic development of 
Africa, and the centrality of women to Africa’s social and 
economic transformation,

Recognizing that, while the regional and internatio-
nal commitments on gender equality and women’s 
empowerment to which African Governments are 
signatories have led to some progress on the situation of 
women, significant gender gaps still exist, 

Noting with appreciation the past and ongoing work that 
the Economic Commission for Africa, in collaboration 
with other partners, has carried out to promote gender 
equality and the empowerment of women in member 
States, 

Welcoming the proposed continent-wide initiative for 
gender equality and women’s empowerment, which is 
aimed at contributing significantly to changing women’s 
lives by promoting gender equality and women’s social, 
economic and political rights; ensuring that the econo-
mic contributions of women are recognized and given 
due value; fostering women’s economic empowerment 
by promoting women’s entrepreneurship within Africa’s 
commodity-based industrialization and via the accom-
panying value addition; and ensuring the appropriate 
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delivery of quality social services, including social pro-
tection and social security, to women.

Believing that the initiative is a transformative pro-
gramme for African women that adds significant value 
to the continent’s structural transformation agenda,

1. Endorses the new continent-wide initiative on 
gender equality and women’s empowerment;

2. Commits itself to supporting full implementation 
of the initiative through the mobilization of regio-
nal and international resources, and other mea-
sures;

3. Expresses its strong political and financial support 
through the regular budget and public expenditure 
to ensure the successful implementation of the ini-
tiative;

4. Urges the Economic Commission for Africa and 
the African Union Commission to report on pro-
gress made on the initiative during the eighth Joint 
Annual Meetings of the Economic Commission for 
Africa Conference of African Ministers of Finance, 
Planning and Economic Development and African 
Union Conference of Ministers of Economy and 
Finance.

916(XLVII) Illicit financial flows

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling its resolution 886 (XLIV) of 29 March 2011, 
which decided on the establishment of a high-level 
panel on illicit financial flows from Africa, 

Reaffirming that illicit financial flows constitute a drain 
on the resources required for Africa’s development,

Noting the diligence manifested and extensive amount 
of work undertaken by the High-level Panel on Illicit 
Financial Flows from Africa, established by resolution 
886 (XLIV), in its analysis of illicit financial flows, 
involving extensive consultations with a range of stake-
holders in Africa and partners in the United States of 
America and Europe,

Expressing appreciation to the Panel for the amount of 
work that it has accomplished.

Expresssing appreciation to African Governments and 
organizations and to Africa’s partners and development 
agencies for their overwhelming support for the work 
of the Panel,

1. Calls on the Panel to submit its final report to the 
African Union Assembly of Heads of States and 
Government at its twenty-third ordinary session in 
June 2014;

2. Calls on African Governments and development 
partners to adopt supportive policies and practices 
to combat illicit financial flows;

3. Requests the continued engagement of the Chair of 
the Panel in carrying out advocacy work to dissemi-
nate the Panel’s findings and to galvanize support 
from a broad coalition of partners to implement 
the Panel’s recommendations; 

4. Entrusts the Economic Commission for Africa, in 
collaboration with the African Union Commission 
and other partners, with disseminating the findings 
and recommendations of the Panel and underta-
king further research and capacity-development 
activities in this regard within the continent and 
at the global level.

917(XLVII) Country profiles

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling the presentation on the new strategic orienta-
tions of the institution, made by the Executive Secre-
tary of the Economic Commission for Africa during 
the sixth Joint Annual Meetings of the Economic Com-
mission for Africa Conference of African Ministers of 
Finance, Planning and Economic Development and 
African Union Conference of Ministers of Economy 
and Finance, held in Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire, in March 
2013,

Noting the need in Africa for specific country profiles 
that focus on structural transformation of the African 
economies, 

Recognizing that the country profiles can provide an 
effective vehicle for the Economic Commission for 
Africa to produce and disseminate country- and region-
specific policy analysis and recommendations on struc-
tural transformation of African economies,  
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Welcoming this initiative as an important contribution 
towards the formulation of evidence-based policies and 
the dissemination of high-quality and timely statistics 
on the socioeconomic performance of African member 
States,

1. Adopts the country profile template proposed by 
the Economic Commission for Africa;

2. Commits itself to improving the collaboration 
between African countries’ national statistical sys-
tems and the Economic Commission for Africa in 
the production of, access to and dissemination of 
data and country profiles;

3. Urges the Economic Commission for Africa to 
scale up its efforts to strengthen national statisti-
cal systems, with a view to improving the availa-
bility, quality and timeliness of statistics in African 
countries. 

918(XLVII) Strategic framework and 
biennial programme plan of the Economic 
Commission for Africa for the biennium 
2016–2017

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 41/203 of 11 
December 1986 and subsequent relevant resolutions on 
programme planning,

Recalling also resolution 908 (XLVI) of 26 March 2013 
of the sixth Joint Annual Meetings of the Economic 
Commission for Africa Conference of African Ministers 
of Finance, Planning and Economic Development and 
African Union Conference of Ministers of Economy 
and Finance on refocusing and recalibrating the support 
of the Economic Commission for Africa for the structu-
ral transformation of the continent,

Recalling further the decisions taken by the African 
Union Assembly of Heads of State and Government at 
its twenty-second ordinary session on 30 and 31 January 
2014 with regard to progress in the development of the 
African Union’s Agenda 2063; the formulation of the 
African development goals; the adoption of the common 
African position on the post-2015 development agenda; 
and the outcome document of the General Assembly 
high-level meeting of 13 September 2013 on the inter-
national development agenda beyond 2015,

Taking note with appreciation of the annual report of the 
Economic Commission for Africa,8 which highlighted 
the significant results achieved by the Commission in 
its programme areas, namely macroeconomic policy, 
regional integration and trade, innovation and tech-
nology, the management of Africa’s natural resources, 
statistics, capacity development, gender and women in 
development, subregional initiatives and data centres, 
development planning and administration, and social 
development policy,

Noting with satisfaction the Commission’s continued 
efforts to put Africa first and the continent’s work to 
promote inclusive growth for accelerated structural 
transformation, in line with the priorities of the New 
Partnership for Africa’s Development and the African 
Union’s Agenda 2063,

Noting also with satisfaction the efforts to strengthen 
support for member States’ achievement of the sustai-
nable development goals, in line with the commitments 
under the 2012 United Nations Conference on Sus-
tainable Development, and for implementation of the 
international development agenda beyond 2015 as and 
when it is agreed upon,

Noting further the Commission’s continued efforts to 
enhance its partnership with the African Union Com-
mission, the African Development Bank and other rele-
vant partners, in line with its new partnership strategy, 
to ensure coherent support for Africa’s transformation 
agenda within the framework of the New Partner-
ship for Africa’s Development and the African Union’s 
Agenda 2063,

Welcoming the systematic use of results-based manage-
ment approaches in programme design and implemen-
tation,

Having examined the draft strategic framework and 
proposed biennial programme plan for the Economic 
Commission for Africa 2014–2015,9

1. Endorses the proposed strategic framework and 
biennial programme plan for the Economic Com-
mission for Africa for the period 2016–2017, 
taking into account the discussion and related 
observations made at the present meeting;

8  E/ECA/COE/33/11.
9  E/ECA/COE/31/20.
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2. Calls on the Committee for Programme and Coor-
dination to support the biennial programme plan 
for the Economic Commission for Africa 2016–
2017 and to ensure that the necessary resources are 
made available for its effective implementation;

3. Urges the United Nations Secretary-General to 
continue his efforts to ensure that Africa’s develop-
ment remains a top priority for the United Nations 
development agenda, with a view to enabling Afri-
can countries to meet their development goals;

4. Calls for the enhanced use of results-based mana-
gement approaches for better accountability and 
impact in programme delivery.

919(XLVII) Green economy and structural 
transformation in Africa

The Conference of Ministers, 

Recalling resolution 884 (XLIV) calling upon member 
States to establish mechanisms to enable transitioning 
to green economy development paths,

Recalling also the commitments of the 2012 United 
Nations Conference on Sustainable Development and 
the outcome of the Africa regional implementation 
meeting on the processes to follow up on the United 
Nations Conference on Sustainable Development, 

Emphasizing the huge potential that the inclusive green 
economy presents for accelerating and sustaining Africa’s 
industrialization and overall structural transformation,

Acknowledging that Africa’s potential to embark fully on 
a green economy trajectory will inevitably result in the 
mobilization of new financial resources from public and 
private sources to address social inequalities and reduce 
the risks that environmental degradation and climate 
change pose for Africa’s economic growth, 

Recognizing the importance  of  science,  new  technolo-
gies  and  innovation in  achieving a green economy in 
Africa, as a foundation for the realization of a green eco-
nomy pathway in Africa that will lead to wealth creation, 
stimulate youth employment and secure Africa’s nascent 
industrial development through cleaner technologies,

Emphasizing the need to strengthen the capacity of Afri-
can countries to formulate and implement inclusive 

green economy policies in order to foster and accelerate 
the achievement of a climate-resilient pathway through 
structural transformation,  

1. Calls upon the African Union Commission, the 
Economic Commission for Africa, the African 
Development Bank and other development par-
tners to support African countries in strengthening 
their capacity to formulate, adopt and implement 
inclusive green economy policies in the context 
of accelerating structural transformation in the 
region;

2. Invites multilateral agencies, bilateral partners, 
foundations, research institutions and universi-
ties to work with the African Union Commission, 
the Economic Commission for Africa, the African 
Development Bank and the United Nations Envi-
ronment Programme to provide technical assis-
tance and financial resources to enable member 
States to usher in a favorable business environment 
that will leverage technological opportunities, 
optimize entrepreneurial development, enable eco-
nomic growth through the greening of key produc-
tive sectors to generate new jobs, and enhance the 
quality of life of African people. 

920(XLVII) Extraordinary meeting of the 
Conference of African Ministers of Economy 
and Finance

The Conference of Ministers,

Taking note of the report of the extraordinary meeting 
of experts for the validation of the statute and annexes 
of the African Monetary Fund, the technical study on 
the establishment of a pan-African stock exchange, the 
report on the feasability study on the creation of an Afri-
can integration fund, and the proposals on the mecha-
nisms for implementing the recommendation from the 
report on alternative sources of financing the African 
Union,

1. Requests the African Union Commission to hold 
further consultations with member States on the 
finalization of the technical study on the establish-
ment of a pan-African stock exchange and the 
report on the feasability study on the creation of an 
African integration fund and to submit the study 
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and the later report to the Specialized Technical 
Committee on Monetary and Financial Affairs 
in 2015 and to the African Union Conference of 
Ministers in Charge of Integration in May 2015;

2. Also requests the African Union Commission to 
submit the revised statute of the African Monetary 
Fund to the African Union Assembly of Heads of 
State and Government at its twenty-fourth regular 
session in June 2014 for consideration and adop-
tion.

921(XLVII) Agricultural transformation for an 
industrialized Africa

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling the Comprehensive Africa Agriculture Deve-
lopment Programme, which was endorsed by the Afri-
can Union Assembly of Heads of State and Government 
at its second ordinary session, in July 2003 in Maputo,

Recalling also that, at its nineteenth ordinary session, the 
African Union Assembly of Heads of State and Govern-
ment declared 2014 as the Year of Agriculture and Food 
Security to mark the tenth anniversary of the adoption 
of the Comprehensive Africa Agriculture Development 
Programme,

Recognizing the key role of agriculture in efforts to eradi-
cate poverty and food and nutrition insecurity in Africa, 

Noting the progress made in the implementation of the 
Comprehensive Africa Agriculture Development Pro-
gramme, including the signing of the associated com-
pact in forty member States and the development of 
national agriculture and food security investment plans 
in thirty-two member States,

Recognizing the importance of the implementation of 
the national agriculture and food security investment 
plans under the Comprehensive Africa Agriculture 
Development Programme, in order to achieve improved 
production and productivity, better access to markets, 
increased public-private investments along value chains, 
better natural resource management which will ultima-
tely contribute to food and nutrition security, and resi-
lience and wealth creation on the African continent,

1. Calls upon member States significantly to increase 
their public budgets allocated to agriculture 
and related sectors in support of the agricultural 
sector in line with the targets of the Comprehen-
sive Africa Agriculture Development Programme 
on the allocation of at least 10 per cent of annual 
budgets to agriculture, with a view to achieving an 
increase of at least 6 per cent in agricultural gross 
domestic product;

2. Requests ministries of economy and finance and 
ministries of development and planning to create 
more incentives for private sector investments 
along all agricultural value chains;

3.  Invites member States to strengthen public-private 
partnerships to facilitate and channel private sector 
investments, both domestic and external, in agro-
industries.

922(XLVII) Industrialization for inclusive and 
transformative development in Africa

The Conference of Ministers,

Recognizing that the continent has enjoyed strong eco-
nomic growth in all its subregions for over a decade and 
made strides in reducing poverty and increasing access 
to education and health services, among other social 
developments, 

Acknowledging that, despite these achievements, much 
of Africa’s population remains trapped in poverty, facing 
unemployment, inequality and persistent gender dispa-
rities, with limited access to economic opportunities,

Recalling the sixth Joint Annual Meetings of the Eco-
nomic Commission for Africa Conference of African 
Ministers of Finance, Planning and Economic Deve-
lopment and African Union Conference of Ministers 
of Economy and Finance, which recognized the impor-
tance of structural transformation for the sustained and 
inclusive growth and development of Africa’s econo-
mies, and called for the scaling up of transformation 
efforts by adding value to commodity production and 
entering higher segments of global and regional value 
chains in order to create jobs and raise incomes,

Taking note of industrialization as the route that deve-
loped and developing countries alike have embarked 
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upon to pursue employment-generating growth and 
development, with its immense potential to create 
upstream and downstream linkages with the rest of the 
economy and create more high-income jobs,

Requests that the Economic Commission for Africa 
and the African Union Commission, together with 
the regional economic communities and other partner 
institutions, cement industrialization in the post-2015 
development agenda and the Agenda 2063 framework, 
and continue to research how countries can rework 
industrial policy as a means of achieving sustainable and 
inclusive economic transformation.

923(XLVII) Post-2015 development agenda

The Conference of Ministers,

1. Commends the Heads of State and Government 
on adopting the Common African Position on the 
Post-2015 Development Agenda, which is based 
on the views and aspirations of a wide spectrum of 
African stakeholders as expressed during a series of 
consultations that included the regional consulta-
tions on sustainable development goals;

2. Commends the members of the High-level Com-
mittee on the Post-2015 Development Agenda on 
their commitment and leadership in the efforts to 
finalize the Common African Position on the Post-
2015 Development Agenda;

3. Requests	 member States to mainstream the 
common African position into their national deve-
lopment plans;

4. Also requests	member States to ensure that the ove-
rarching goal of the Common African Position, 
which is to eradicate poverty in all its forms, is the 
key message in the intergovernmental negotiation 
process on the post-2015 development agenda, 
and to be vigilant about what Africa is negotiating;

5. Requests the African Union Commission, in col-
laboration with partners, to carry out projections 
of  sustainable financing needs for implementing 
the post-2015 development agenda in Africa using 
sustainable finance including domestic resources;

6. Calls upon the secretariat of the High-level Com-
mittee, with the support of partners, to come up 
with an advocacy and negotiation strategy to build 

alliances in order to ensure that African priorities 
identified in the Common African Position are 
reflected in the global post-2015 development 
agenda;

7. Requests	member States to enhance their statisti-
cal capacity to enable them to effectively monitor 
progress in the implementation of the post-2015 
development agenda, and calls upon countries that 
have not signed and ratified the African Charter on 
Statistics to do so as expeditiously as possible;

8. Calls upon the African Union Commission, in 
collaboration with the Economic Commission 
for Africa, the African Development Bank and 
the African Capacity-Building Foundation, to 
fast-track the establishment of the African Union 
Institute for Statistics and the African Statistics 
Training Centre, in accordance with the decision 
made by Heads of State and Government;

9. Requests the African Union Commission, the 
Economic Commission for Africa, the African 
Development Bank and the United Nations Deve-
lopment Programme to facilitate regular expert 
dialogue between development planners and sta-
tisticians, with the purpose of embedding statistics 
in planning and management for results, so that 
Africa’s transformative programme is achieved; 

10. Further requests the African Union Commission, 
the Economic Commission for Africa, the African 
Development Bank, the United Nations Develop-
ment Programme and the regional economic com-
munities, with the support of partners, to organize 
a high-level conference in 2014 to discuss the data 
revolution in Africa and its implications for the 
African Union’s Agenda 2063 and the post-2015 
development agenda.

924(XLVII) Postal financial services

The Conference of Ministers,

Considering the 2010 Addis Ababa Declaration on 
Information Communication Technology Develop-
ment in Africa: Challenges and Prospects for Develop-
ment (Assembly/AU/Decl.1 (XIV),
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Recalling decisions EX.CL Dec./435 (XIII) and 545 
(XVI) of the Executive Council of the African Union on 
the development of the postal sector in Africa,

Taking note of the report of the African Union Commis-
sion on postal financial services in Africa, strategies to 
increase the inclusion of low-income populations, the 
vastness of the postal sector and its important role in 
providing access to financial services for an estimated 10 
per cent of the adult population,

Reiterating that increasing financial inclusion is a key 
consideration in reducing poverty, in line with the Afri-
can Union’s Agenda 2063, the Millennium Develop-
ment Goals and the decisions taken by the Heads of 
State, sectoral ministers and the African Union Execu-
tive Council,

Emphasizing the important role of the postal sector as an 
existing component of the infrastructure for providing 
access to basic services, in particular to the underserved 
poor, rural communities and children, and the potential 
of postal networks to increase financial inclusion,

Observing the global changes in the postal industry that 
have resulted from new technologies, substitution and 
competition,

Noting the impact of these changes on African State-
owned postal operators, which has resulted in the 
decline of revenue from conventional postal services, 
growing underutilization of State assets and resources 
belonging to the postal sector, and questions about the 
economic viability of the traditional business model,

Underscoring the need for postal networks to use broad-
band and deploy advanced information and communi-
cation technology in order to provide adequate access to 
basic financial and other services,

1.  Confirms its commitment to prioritizing the trans-
formation of existing postal assets and resources, 
with a view to increasing access to basic services 
and thereby promoting financial inclusion; 

2. Commends member States on their efforts to push 
forward harmonized legal reforms, in collabora-
tion with financial regulators and postal regulatory 
bodies, and considering the specificity of postal 
financial services, with a view to providing postal 
financial services that are more viable, competi-
tive and suited to customers’ needs; that facilitate 

e-commerce; and that benefit small and medium-
sized enterprises, thereby playing an important 
role in long-term financing for Africa’s industria-
lization; 

3. Mandates the African Union Commission, in col-
laboration with the Pan-African Postal Union, 
the regional economic communities, subregional 
postal organizations and the member States, to 
improve the performance of postal financial ser-
vices, support information dissemination and best 
practices, and promote innovation in the areas in 
which Africa faces particular challenges;

4. Encourages development partners, in particular the 
African Development Bank, the Economic Com-
mission for Africa, the Universal Postal Union, the 
European Union, the International Fund for Agri-
cultural Development, the World Bank, the Bill 
and Melinda Gates Foundation, the Consultative 
Group to Assist the Poor and the World Savings 
Bank Institute, to support the implementation of 
the present resolution.

925(XLVII) Productivity, competitiveness and 
industrialization

The Conference of Ministers,

Recognizing the importance of productivity and social 
dialogue for the achievement of inclusive growth and 
as building blocks for industrialization, social cohesion 
and economic transformation,

Conscious that Africa is viewed as the least productive 
region in the world on the basis of the global competiti-
veness of nations and that the declining productivity in 
Africa is a long-term trend, as underlined in the 2012 
report of the African Union Commission and the Eco-
nomic Commission for Africa on implementation of 
the Millennium Development Goals,10

Recognizing the contribution of productivity to building 
the resilience of African economies, employment pro-
motion, inclusive development and the eradication of 
poverty and inequality,

10 ECA, African Union Commission, African Development Bank, 
UNDP, MDG Report 2012: Assessing Progress in Africa towards the 
Millennium Development Goals (Addis Ababa, 2012).



Acknowledging the African Union Productivity Agenda 
for Africa as the main policy instrument to raise the 
productivity profile of the member States of the African 
Union and their competitiveness in the global economy,

1. Commits itself to speeding up implementation of 
the African Union Productivity Agenda for Africa, 
which, as an essential engine for accelerated indus-
trialization on the continent, will progressively 
build and enhance the competitiveness of the 
continent in the global economy;

2. Calls for enhancement of the Pan-African Produc-
tivity Association, to provide it with the capacity 
to act as a regional think-tank, catalyser, research 
and knowledge developer and policy adviser on 
productivity at the continental level; 

3. Also calls for the establishment and enhancement of 
productivity organizations at national and regional 
levels and for efforts to ensure that they become 
members of the Pan-African Productivity Associa-
tion;

4. Requests the African Union Commission to work 
closely with the Pan-African Productivity Asso-
ciation, the regional economic communities 
and international partners, including the United 
Nations Development Programme, the Interna-
tional Labour Organization, the United Nations 
Environment Programme and the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, 
in order to facilitate the establishment of regional 
organizations on productivity and social dialogue 
and to compile and disseminate best practices on 
productivity in Africa;

5. Recognizes the importance of small and medium-
sized enterprises, microenterprises, and public 
sector administrations that deal with private sector 
competitiveness, for increased participation by 
African firms in the global value chain, and rec-
ommends that small and medium-sized enterprises 
and other informal sector operators be properly 
organized and supported via the implementation 
of a productivity intervention programme specifi-
cally designed for the sector;

6. Requests the African Union Commission, the 
Pan-African Productivity Association, the Interna-
tional Labour Organization, the United Nations 
Development Programme, the Observatoire 

économique et statistique d’Afrique subsaharienne 
(AFRISTAT) and other development partners to 
develop a comprehensive productivity and com-
petitiveness measurement system to track progress 
and to make intercountry, interregional and global 
comparisons;

7. Undertakes to join efforts with the ministries of 
labour, industry, economic development and 
finance and with other relevant bodies in the public 
and private sector in promoting social dialogue 
and productivity in support of the implementation 
of industrial policies at all levels;

8. Invites the African Union Commission, in collabo-
ration with the International Labour Organiza-
tion, the Pan-African Productivity Association and 
other development partners to organize regular 
workshops to foster a culture of productivity in 
Africa.

926(XLVII) Alternative sources of financing 
for the African Union

The Conference of Ministers,

Welcoming the decision taken at the twenty-first ordi-
nary session of the Assembly of Heads of State and 
Government of the African Union, held in May 2013 
in Addis Ababa, to adopt in principle the report of the 
High-level Panel on Alternative Sources of Financing 
for the African Union chaired by His Excellency Mr. 
Olusegun Obasanjo, former President of the Federal 
Republic of Nigeria,

Commending the Chair and the members of the High-
level Panel on their report,

Cognizant of the principle that the African Union needs 
adequate, sustainable and predictable financial resources 
in order to fund its programmes, including those on 
peace and security, and to reduce its dependency on 
external partners,

1. Decides to set up a ministerial working group ope-
rating under the leadership of the African Union 
Commission, with the technical support of the 
Economic Commission for Africa, that comprises 
the following countries: Algeria, Côte d’Ivoire, 
Democratic Republic of the Congo, Egypt, Ethio-
pia, Guinea, Kenya, Libya, Mauritius, Niger, 
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Nigeria, Rwanda, Sierra Leone, South Africa and 
Tunisia.

2.  Requests the African Union Commission, with the 
support of the Economic Commission for Africa 
and members of the ministerial working group, to 
examine the African Union’s budget targets for the 
next three-year period, including the budget for 
peace and security, and to come up with imple-
mentation mechanisms based on the two options 
proposed in the report of the High-level Panel as 
well as additional new options, with the findings of 
the working group to be considered by Ministers 
of Finance on the margins of the World Economic 
Forum that is to be held from 7 to 9 May 2014 in 
Abuja;

3. Requests the African Union Commission to submit 
the report of the working group at the twenty-
third ordinary session of the Assembly of Heads of 
State and Government of the African Union that is 
to be held in June 2014 in Malabo.

927(XLVII) African Risk Capacity agency: 
sovereign disaster risk solutions

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling resolution 905 (XLV) of the fifth Joint Annual 
Meetings of the Economic Commission for Africa 
Conference of African Ministers of Finance, Planning 
and Economic Development and the African Union 
Conference of Ministers of Economy and Finance, held 
in Addis Ababa in March 2012, by which the Confe-
rence decided that the African Risk Capacity agency 
should be established as a specialized agency of the Afri-
can Union and accorded the privileges and immunities 
specified in the Organization of African Unity General 
Convention on Privileges and Immunities,

Recalling also that the aforementioned resolution was 
endorsed by the African Union Assembly of Heads of 
State and Government in decision 417(XIX), adopted 
at its nineteenth ordinary session, held in Addis Ababa 
in July 2012,

Recognizing that, while ex ante sovereign disaster risk 
management is a critical element of countries’ climate 
change adaptation strategies, there is an urgent need for 
African governments to have access to climate financing 
linked to objective data on the adverse consequences 

of more frequent and intense extreme weather events, 
which are expected to proliferate in many parts of Africa 
as a consequence of climate change,

Welcoming the progress report of the African Union 
Commission on the establishment of the African Risk 
Capacity agency;

1. Requests development finance institutions and par-
tners to channel their financial support for risk 
management in Africa through the existing Afri-
can-led institutions;

2. Also requests the secretariat of the African Risk 
Capacity agency to develop a proposal for an arran-
gement by which African governments can gain 
access to climate financing, linked to increased 
climate volatility, for adaptation activities and cli-
mate-resilient development pathways;

3. Urges African Union member States tosign and 
ratify the agreement on the establishment of the 
African Risk Capacity agency, in order to be able to 
use the agency’s weather risk-management advisory 
services, expertise and tools, such as the Africa Risk 
View software;

4. Calls upon development partners and partner ins-
titutions to support this endeavour and critical 
contribution to the continent’s climate change 
management and adaptation infrastructure, as the 
international community moves from the Hyogo 
Framework for Action towards a post-2015 fra-
mework for disaster risk reduction.
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