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RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED AT THE TWENTY-SIXTH SESSION OF THE COMMISSION

BY THE CONFERENCE OF MINISTERS AT THEIR SEVENTEENTH MEETING

705 (XXVI). Implementation of thftJ.agns Plan_nf Artinn and the Final Art nf T^oos at national,

anri regional Ipvp,]$

The CimftTpncpL of Ministers

Recalling the adoption of the Lagos Plan of Action and the Final Act of Lagos by the Assembly of Heads

of State and Government of the Organization of African Unity, in Lagos in 1980 as the basic programme for

socio-economic development and integration of the African economies,

Recalling also the decennial review and appraisal of the Lagos Plan of Action and the Final Act of Lagos

undertaken by the high-level expert group meeting organized in Lagos, Nigeria, from 6 to 8 December 1990 by

the Organization of African Unity, the Economic Commission for Africa and the African Development Bank,

Taking nrtfp, of the recommendations made by the experts with a view to revitalizing the Lagos Plan of

Action and the Final Act of Lagos,

Cnnvinrpd that the Lagos Plan of Action and the Final Act of Lagos whose objectives, priorities and

strategies are still valid for the 1990s and beyond, are and remain the blue-print for Africa's future socio-

economic development,

Noting with concern that the majority of African countries have not adequately incorporated the principles

of the Lagos Plan of Action and the Final Act of Lagos into their policies, plans and programmes,

1. Reaffirms its faith in and full adherence to the spirit of the Lagos Plan of Action and the Final Act of

Lagos as Africa's basic programme for socio-economic development and transformation in the 1990s and

beyond;

2. Further reaffirms that the review and appraisal exercise was not meant to change the basic text of the

Lagos Plan of Action and Final Act of Lagos but rather to highlight additional areas of focus;

3. Remrnrnpinris that all national Governments should base their short-, medium- and long-term

development plans, programmes and policies on the content of the Lagos Plan of Action and the Final Act of

Lagos as well as additional areas of focus, namely African cultural dimension, science and technology,

management development, human resources development especially education, popular participation

particularly greater participation of women in development, strengthening the democratization processes, and

mobilization of internal and external financial resources for the implementation of the Lagos Plan of Action

and the Final Act of Lagos;

4. Calls upon all national governments to give adequate publicity to the Lagos Plan of Action and the

Final Act of Lagos by distributing the document to all their agencies, institutions of higher learning and local

authorities so as to assist them in planning and to hold periodic seminars, workshops and conference on the

Lagos Plan of Action and the Final Act ofLagos;

5. Rfiqufists the Executive Secretary of the Commission, the Secretary-General of the Organization of

African Unity and the President of the African Development Bank to jointly monitor the implementation of the

Lagos Plan of Action and the Final Act of Lagos by member States and submit reports to the Conference of

Ministers of the Commission and, through it, to the Assembly of Heads of State and Government of the

Organization of African Unity every two years starting from 1992;
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6. T^p-giiRst's aisn the Executive Secretary of Commission, the Secretary-General of the Organization of

African Unity and the President of the African Development Bank to undertake jointly a comprehensive and

sectoral review of the Lagos Plan of Action and the Final Act of Lagos and to report thereon biennially with

effect from 1992 to the Conference of Ministers of the Commission and, through it, to the Assembly of Heads

of State and Government of Use Organization of African Unity;

7. Kypmsswe its appmriatinn to the Government of the Federal Republic of Nigeria for hosting the

expert group meeting and to the Organization of African Unity, the Commission and the African Development

Bank for jointly organizing that meeting to review and appraise the Lagos Plan of Action and the Final Act of

Lagos.

?7Sth meatting,

1?May 1QQ1

706 (XXVI). PrO.pP.SPd United Nations Population FijnH technical snpprat reams

The rVmfpxp.nce of Ministers,

Economic and Social Council resolution 671 A(XXV) of 29 April 1958 which established the

Economic Commission for Africa and assigned to it, infer alia, the task of facilitating concerted action for the

economic development of Africa, and maintaining and strengthening economic cooperation in the region

(including its aspects) with other regions,

Recalling the provisions of the General Assembly resolution 32/197 of 20 December 1977 which defined

the regional commissions as centres for general economic and social development in their respective regions,

and mandated them to exercising team leadership and responsibility for coordination at the regional level,

Rprat ling General Assembly resolution 33/202 of 29 January 1979 which granted the regional

commissions executing agency status in their own right,

Noting that the existing mandates and structures at subregional and regional levels for providing linkages

across disciplines implement the intent of resolutions 32/197 and 33/202, so that any modification having an

impact on the functions and structures of the regional commissions would conflict with this intention,

ako its resolution 311 (XIII) of 1 March 1977 establishing the Multinational Programming and

Operational Centres with the tasks of intensifying and diversifying international economic cooperation among

the countries in the region, and, providing potential opportunities for sustainable economic development

process in each country,

Taking nntp. with satisfaction the efforts made by the Commission to establish the Centre whose structures

have created institutions for decentralization at subregional level,

MinHfni of General Assembly resolution 44/211 of 21 December 1989 on the comprehensive triennial

advisers on population policy and in the areas of data collection, training, research and information

dissemination,

that the proposed, arrangements might result in proliferation of structures in the United

Nations system,
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Aware that the suggested arrangements could have negative impact on integrated approaches to regional

development,

Aware, also that the United Nations, including its regional commissions, is still engaged in discussions

with the Fund on the proposal for successor arrangements for agency support costs,

1. Appeals to the Governing Council of the United Nations Development Programme to consider the

pre-eminence of the regional commissions in matters relating to regional cooperation, and resolve with United

Nations Population Fund problems arising from the proposed arrangements; and thus

2. Recommends that in the interest of proper coordination and effective harmonization of the various

population factors at the regional level and achieving cost effectiveness, the proposed United Nations

Population Fund technical support teams correspond to the existing ECA/MULPOC subregional structures and

appropriate role be defined for the Commission in the facilitation and coordination of the team which is in

accordance with its mandate under the General Assembly resolution 32/197;

3. Calls upon the member States of the Commission who are members of the Governing Council of the

United Nations Development Programme to raise with the Council the importance of the above-mentioned

recommendations and to urge it to take up this matter with United Nations Population Fund at the earliest

opportunity.

225lh_mefiling,

17 May 1Q01

707 (XXVI). Strengthening population information infraRtnirtiiraa in support nf population programmes in

Africa

Thp Conff-rpnrp of Ministers

Recalling the provision of the Lagos Plan of Action for the socio-economic development of Africa, 1980-

2000 and the Final Act of Lagos which indicated that population programmes aimed at improving the quality of

life should be based on a true knowledge covering the most important social, economic and demographic

factors, and noting its continuing relevance for addressing the development issues of the African region for the

1990s,

Recalling fnrthftr the provisions of its resolution 506 (XIX) of 26 May 1984 on the Kilimanjaro

Programme of Action and self-reliant development which, among other things, attached great importance to the

Programme of action and consequently appealed to the United Nations Population Fund and other donor

agencies to help provide the resources needed for implementing the population programme in Africa,

Noting the prevailing favourable disposition towards population/development programmes and wishing to

encourage more member States to formulate population policies and implement population/development

integration programmes as a means to ensure a more balanced development planning for Africa,

Anxinns that the African region should continue its efforts to develop and sustain indigenous structures

and facilities to support its regional population programme whose eventual goal is to assist member States to

create and maintain appropriate mechanisms for integrating population programmes into socio-economic

development planning efforts,
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Nnting the priorities specified in document E/ECA/CM. 16/34 which it endorsed at its sixteenth meeting,

also the value of information, education and communication activities in development work in

d h Ad Dli f 1989 th

g the value o , p

general, and in population programmes in particular as indicated in the Amsterdam Declaration of 1989 on the

theme of "a better life for future generations",

PnnRfliniiR of the deficient, and in some cases, non-existent population information infrastructures to

support viable population programmes in the region,

AnYiniK to redress this unsatisfactory situation through the creation of population information knowledge

bases and systems at national, subregional and regional levels which could support the existing population

programmes by facilitating the dissemination of population data and information, stimulating national interest,

and creating awareness of the population and development concerns of the region among policy makers,

programme/project officers, the media and the general public,

Aware nf the efforts made by the POPIN-Africa project in contributing to information sharing in support

of population and socio-economic development programmes in the region, and anxious that this work should

continue to improve the flow of population information and data among member States,

1. ITrgfts member States to create national information centres by developing structures, mechanisms

and linkages which could facilitate the collection, processing and dissemination of national population

information and data;

2. T Trgps further that member States should become more committed to and actively participate in the

regional population information programme, thus contributing to efforts to improve the flow of population

information and data in the African region in particular and the world as a whole;

3. rails upon the United Nations Population Fund and other donor governments and agencies to further

assist in strengthening POPIN-Africa to continue its operations to develop regional, subregional and national

capacities for information sliaring and for improving the flow of population information and data in the region;

4. ttftgiiflgte the Commission to take the necessary steps to mobilize the required resources to ensure the

continued and uninterrupted implementation of the project and the overall population programme for Africa;

5. F.YpmsKfts appreciation to:

(a) The United Nations Population Fund for the assistance provided to the Commission to implement its

population programmes, projects and activities;

3 The identified five priority areas for the 1990s included: (a) socio-economic development and

national population programmes, (b) studies on population dynamics, (c) integration of population variables

and policies in developing planning, (d) data collection, training and research, and (e) information

dissemination.
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(b) The Canadian international development Research Centre for the support granted; and

(c) The Rockefeller Foundation to some of the subregional and sectoral participating centres of the
regional network (POFIN-Afnca).

9,75th

17 May 1QQ1

708 (XXVI). Acceleration of the, fvonornic-intfipration prnrfss_.in-A&ica_amL-the_strengthp.ning nf thp
Multinational Programming and

The Cnnfprpnr-ff

Concern^ with the slow process of economic integration at the subregional level as evidenced, i
l ll f h ibi

g g ed, ,

by the low level of the intra-subregional trade, the persistence of customs barriers between the member States,

the non-existence of common external tariff and the absence of harmonized sectoral policies in the fields of

agriculture, industry, transport, energy, trade and monetary affairs,

Recalling its resolution 611 (XXI) of 24 April 1987 on the acceleration of subregional economic

integration in Africa and the new role of the Multinational Programming and Operational Centres in this
process,

Recalling also its resolution 702 (XXV) of 19 May 1990 on transforming and strengthening the Centres to

enable them play an effective role in providing technical assistance to the economic integration process in
Africa,

Noting with satisfaction the United Nations General Assembly's endorsement of the report of the Review

Team that the structures, organization and operations of the Centres be transformed and strengthened,

Conscious that the United Nations Development Programme's earlier financial assistance to the Centres

from 1977 to 1982 has made a significant impact on the economic integration process in Africa, further

accelerated by the funding of multisectoral projects by the Programme during its Fourth Programming Cycle,

Noting further with satisfaction the progress achieved in the preparation of the treaty establishing the

African Economic Community whose imminent signature will mark a historic milestone in the integration of
Africa,

1. Appeals to member States of subregional economic communities to take appropriate measures for the

acceleration of the subregional integration process, notably by endowing the subregional economic

communities with self-financing mechanisms for the funding of their operational activities, and by ensuring the

participation of all socio-economic groups in the economic integration activities;

2. Further appeals to member States to adopt effective measures towards the setting up of mechanisms

for economic integration in each subregion to be in charge of harmonizing the activities of all economic
groupings;

3. InyJtes member States to apply Community decisions on joint policies in priority sectors and, in

particular, those regarding tariff and non-tariff barriers elimination, the adoption of a common external tariff

and monetary integration;
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4. RpgiiftstR the United Nations Development Programme to provide during its Fifth Programming

Cycle sufficient resources to support the economic integration process in Africa, in particular to fund activities

in priority areas which were not properly covered during the Fourth Programming Cycle, and to sustain the

promotion of those activities which were launched during the latter Cycle;

5. Further requests the Executive Secretary of the Commission, in close collaboration with the

Organization of African Unity and the African Development Bank, to redouble his effort to explore ways and
means to provide all necessary technical assistance to the future African Economic Community, in particular,

the drafting of its protocols and the implementation of the first work programme of the Community;

6. Tnvites African non-governmental organizations to adopt concrete proposals aimed at accelerating the

process of economic integration and developing the awareness of all strata of African society for the imperative

of African economic and political integration;

7. Renews its appeal to the General Assembly for the funding of additional posts in the Multinational

Programming and Operational Centres, both in professional and general service categories and the provision of

additional financial resources;

8. Piirthftr mnews its appeal to member States to continue their support to the Centres through specific

contributions to the United Nations Trust Fund for African development and by facilitating the secondment of

their civil servants to the Centres on short-term assignment;

9. Endorses the new orientation of the work programme and priorities of the Centres as proposed by

their respective intergovernmental Committees of Experts;

10. Requests the Executive Secretary of the Commission to take appropriate measures in collaboration

with member States for the operational!zation of the subregional development information systems, with

priority being accorded to a reliable information system on the market for agricultural products, especially

foodstuffs;

11. Further requests the Executive Secretary of the Commission to:

(a) Establish the mandate and terras of reference of the Intergovernmental Committee of Experts for the

effective implementation of the work charged to it under its resolution 702 (XXV);

(b) Draw up, in good time, the Centres' programme of work for circulation to member States to allow to

prepare, in reasonable time, for the secondment of national civil servants;

inaiiMa^

12. Requests the Gisenyi Centre and the Commission to assist the Great Lakes countries in implementing

the provisions of the African Alternative Framework to Structural Adjustment programmes;

13. Rftqiiftsts also the Gisenyi Centre in collaboration with the secretariat of the Economic Community of

the Great Lakes Countries to explore the possibility of organizing through funding from the Commission's

extrabudgetary resources as soon as possible an expert group meeting on road transport to consider, inter alia,

the following topics: road service taxation and road maintenance within the Community; Community integrated

road network and Community road map; global approach to the opening up of CEPGL area and formulation of

a CEPGL transport master plan;
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2. Tangier Multinational programming and Opp.rarinnal

14. Requests the Commission to continue its assistance to the North African countries within the process

of supporting the Arab Maghreb Union in its integration endeavours as well as to continue its assistance to the

establishment of the Preferential Trade Area in North Africa;

15. Further requests the Commission to establish within the Tangier Centre adequate structures in order

to enable the latter to provide support to the North African Transport Committee and to ensure proper follow-
up to emigration issues;

16. Further requests the Executive Secretary of the Commission to seek appropriate funds for providing

the programme on the integration of women in development in North Africa with an established post;

3. Niamey Multinational Programming and Operational fVntm

17. Invites the member States of the Economic Community of West African States to consider seriously

the establishment of a subsidy system for agricultural inputs, particularly fertilizers, pesticides, equipment and

machinery, and to rationalize their distribution so as to accelerate the modernization of the agricultural sector

and ensure the increase of its productivity;

18. Requests the Niamey Centre to look into the possibility of organizing with the assistance from the

Commission's extrabudgetary resources as soon as possible an Expert Group meeting to consider measures to

be applied by the countries of the subregion in view of likely adverse effects of the European single market on

their economies;

4. Yaounde Multinational Programming anH

19. Tnvites the member States of the subregion to:

(a) Continue to accord integrated rural development top priority;

(b) Coordinate their efforts with a view to establishing a subregional food security plan;

(c) Cooperate in the production of agricultural inputs;

(d) Promote trade in agricultural products, especially foodstuffs; and

(e) Collaborate towards the gradual adoption and implementation of a common agricultural policy;

20 Requests the Executive Secretary of the Commission to provide the member States of the subregion

with the necessary assistance in elaborating a subregional industrial development master plan and or a

subregional industrialization programme;

21. Invites member States and concerned international organizations, including the Commission and the

United Nations Development Programme to provide support to the national coordinating committees for the

second United Nations Transport and Communications Decade in Africa, to the Economic Community of

Central African States and the Central African Customs and Economic Union to enable them, to elaborate a

coherent subregional programme and to implement it;
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5. T ncaVa "Multinational Programming and Operational Centre

22. Calls upon States members of the subregion to designate focal point to facilitate data collection and

for the preparation of country briefs;

23. Requests the Executive Secretary of the Commission to:

(a) Continue to assist to the extent possible the Southern Africa Labour Commission in the provision of

secretariat services, implementation of the Labour Commission's expanded programme for 1991-1995, in the

servicing of a study tour to West Africa of women from the Labour Commission's member countries and in

serving as the «H interim secretariat of the Labour Commission;

(b) Bring the problem of unemployment in Southern Africa to the attention of the Ad hoc Committee of

the Heads of State and Government of the Organization of African Unity charged with responsibility for

monitoring events in the subregion;

(c) Assist member States in cooperation with the Organization of African Unity, the International

Labour Organisation and the United Nations Educational, Scientific and cultural Organization in the

development and strengthening of human resources and social development including institutional

development and human resources policy coordination.

meeting.

17May 1091..

709 (XXVI). United Nations Second Industrial Development Decade..for_Airica (1991-2000)

rrmfcranpft nf Ministers.

g resolution 2 (DC) adopted at the ninth meeting of the Conference of African Ministers of

Industry held from 29 May to 1 June 1989, concerning the proclamation of the second Industrial Development

Decade for Africa and the preparation of a programme for the Decade,

Recalling resolution AHG/Res. 180(XXV) of July 1989, adopted by the Assembly of Heads of State and

Government of the. Organization of African Unity, requesting the proclamation of a second Decade and an

African industrial day,

alsn resolution GC.3/10 of 23 November 1989, adopted at the third session of the General
hih l lld f h li

g p

Conference of the United Nations industrial development Organization which also called for the proclamation

by the forty-fourth regular session of the United Nations General Assembly.of a second Industrial Development

Decade for Africa,

Further recalling General Assembly resolution 44/237 of 22 December 1989 proclaiming 1991-2000 as

the period of the second Industrial Development Decade for Africa and 20 November as African Industrial

Day,

Taking note of the progress report on the preparation of the programme for the second United Nations

Industrial Development Decade which described progress made in national, subregional and regional

preparations as well as in meeting the schedule adopted by the ninth meting of the Conference of Africa
ministers of industry and subsequently approved by the forty-fourth regular session of the General Assembly,
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1. Mandates the Conference of African Ministers of Industry whose tenth meeting will take place in

June 1991 in Dakar, Senegal to submit to the General Assembly, at its forty-sixth regular session, through the

Economic and Social Council, the programme for the second Decade currently being finalized, together with

the recommendations concerning practical modalities of its implementation and monitoring and including

modalities for the mobilization of funds needed to finance the programme at the national, subregional, regional

and international levels;

2. Appeals to African countries and to African intergovernmental organizations, particularly financial

institutions, to take the necessary measures to ensure the successful implementation of the programme for the

second Decade and to give priority to the mobilization of their own financial resources for the implementation

and monitoring of the second Decade programme;

3. Also appeals to the international community, particularly bilateral and multilatera) funding

institutions, to significantly increase their contributions to the industrial sector in African countries so as to

ensure optimum implementation of the programme for the second Decade;

4. RflmmmpnHs that the General Assembly of the United Nations should provide the Economic

Commission for Africa with adequate resources to enable it to provide effective assistance to African countries

and organizations in the implementation of the second Decade programme;

5. Also recommftriris that the policy organs of the United Nations Industrial Development Organization

should significantly increase the Organization's regular budget resources allocated for the implementation of

the second Decade programme;

6. Further appeals to the United Nations Development Programme to allocate, under its Fifth Cycle

Regional Programme for Africa (1992-1996) adequate resources for supporting activities of the second Decade

programme;

7. Requests the Executive Secretary of the Commission to undertake, in cooperation with the Secretary-

General of the Organization of African Unity and the Director-General of the United Nations Industrial

Development Organization, follow-up actions for promoting national, subregional and regional activities in

support of the second Decade programme and submit a report on the implementation of this resolution to the

Conference at its next meeting.

275th meeting,

12 May 1QQ1

710 (XXVI). Second T Tnited NatiojasJTransr.toji andCoinnaurLic^Diis_Dficade±LAftica

Thp fVmfen»nrj» of Ministers,

Recalling resolution ECA/UNTACDA/Res.88/73, adopted at Kinshasa, Zaire, in March 1988, by the

Conference of African Ministers of Transport, Communications and Planning, in which the appropriate United

Nations bodies were requested to talce appropriate measures to proclaim a second United Nations Transport and

Communications Decade in Africa,

akn its resolution 639 (XXIII) of 15 April 1988, Economic and Social Council resolution

1988/67 of 28 July 1988 and General Assembly resolution 43/179 of 20 December 1988 all proclaiming the

period 1991-2000 as the second United Nations Transport and Communications Decade in Africa,
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Referring to resolutions ECA/UNTACDA/Res.89/75 and ECA/UNTACDA/Res.89/82 of 12 November

1989 adopted at Tangier, Morocco, by the Conference of African Ministers of Transport, Communications and
Planning, which endorsed the goals, global and sectoral objectives, strategies and guidelines for the preparation

of the programme of the second Decade and the establishment of priorities of the programme,

F,irthP.rmfrrrinE to resolution ECA/UNTACDA/Res.91/84 of 8 February 1991 adopted at Abuja Nigeria,

by the Conference of African Ministers of Transport, Communications and Planning, in relation to the second

Decade,

Recognizing the fundamental role that road transport plays in regional integration within the objectives of

the second Decade programme and the urgent need for harmonized and coordinated development of the

subsector through the proposed reactivation of the Trans-African Highway Bureau,

in minH its resolutions 604 (XXII) of 24 April 1987 and 639 (XX1TI) of 15 April 1988 and
d h Ei S f th

g its eso () p

ECA/UNTACDA/Res.89/79 of November 1989 which all requested the Executive Secretary of the
Commission to urgently reactivate the Trans-African Highway Bureau and to allocate adequate resources for its

efficient functioning,

Raving considered the report of the eighth meeting of the Conference of African Ministers of Transport,

Communications and Planning held in Abuja, Nigeria, on 8 February 1991 and the report on the preparation of

the programme of the second Decade,

Taking note of the adoption of the second Decade programme and the decision on the reactivation of the
Bureau made by the Conference of African Ministers of Transport, Communications and Planning at Addis

Ababa, Ethiopia, on 8 May 1991,

Appreciating the work done by the national coordinating committees, the Resource Mobilization

Committee, the Inter-Agency Coordinating Committee, subsectoral and subregional working groups in

preparing the strategy and programme of the second Decade,

Noting with appreciation the contributions of the Commission, the Organization of African Unity, the

African Development Bank,the World Bank, the United Nations Development Programme, the regional and
subregional intergovernmental organizations and the United Nations specialized agencies to the preparation of

the second Decade programme,

Recognizing the important role incumbent on the national coordinating committees and the various

African subregional and regional organizations during the implementation phase of the second Decade

programme,

1. Adopts the programme of the second United Nations Transport and Communications Decade in

Africa, 1991-2000;

2. R^mmmfflds the Decade programme to the Economic and Social Council and the United Nations

General Assembly for approval;

3. RwppKts the Economic and Social Council to appeal to the General assembly to:

(a) Formally launch the second United Nations Transport and Communications Decade in Africa which

was proclaimed in its resolution 43/179; and
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(b) Provide the Commission with the necessary regular budget resources to enable it to effectively and
efficiently carry out the responsibilities mandated to it as the lead agency of the Decade programme;

4. Appeals to all African Governments, as beneficiaries of the programme, to give every support for the
achievement of the objectives of the second Decade programme at national, subregional and regional levels by:

(a) Ensuring the establishment and proper functioning of the national coordinating committees;

(b) Participating in financing and implementing the national projects that are included in the programme;
and

(c) Contributing to and cooperating effectively in the financing and implementation of subregional and
regional Decade projects;

5. Requests the Commission, as lead agency, to ensure that adequate manpower and financial resources,
regular and extrabudgetary, are allocated for harmonizing, coordinating and monitoring the organization and

implementation of the Decade activities and other relevant projects which have been mandated to the
Commission as lead agency;

6. Requests the United Nations Development Programme to continue to support the implementation of
the programme at national, subregional and regional levels and in particular the activities of the lead agency in

monitoring, evaluating, managing and reporting on the implementation of the Decade programme;

7. Appeals to the United Nations agencies and other international organizations to provide all the

necessary technical and other assistance to African Governments and work very closely with he Commission,

the Inter-Agency Coordinating Committee and African regional and subregional intergovernmental

organizations in order to effectively implement the Second Decade programme and projects;

8. Appeals to individual international, African, regional and subregional financial institutions to ensure

and facilitate the financing of national, subregional and regional Decade projects by giving adequate priority

and special attention to the second Decade programme and projects in their respective lending activities in

Africa, and to commit themselves actively and collectively, to mobilize adequate resources for the effective

implementation of projects of the second Decade programme;

9 Requests the Commission to prepare draft statutes for the single bureau of the Trans-African
Highway Authorities for adoption by member States;

10. Appeals to member States, associate members and non-members of the Authorities and their

coordinating committees to honour their financial obligations to the bureau;

11. Further appeals to member States to review the statutes and regulations governing the Authorities in

order to adapt them to the new operating structure of the trans-African highways;

12. Further .appeals to donors and, in particular to the United Nations Development Programme to assist

in the financing of the extended programme of the single Bureau designed to assist member States in the

implementation of the second Decade programme;

13. Requests the Resource Mobilization Committee of the. second Decade to assist the Bureau in its
efforts in the mobilization of resources for its operation;
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14. F.Ypiwjse.s its appreciation to the United Nations Development Programme for the efforts it made to

provide assistance in order to enable African countries to properly prepare the second Decade programme;

15. Appals to the Programme to provide the African countries with the technical assistance needed to

coordinate the preparation and implementation of the programme at the national, subsectoral and subregional

levels;

16. Ke-qnp.sts the Executive Secretary of the Commission to report to the Conference at its next meeting

on the progress made in the implementation of this resolution.

mating.

19 May 1QQ1.

711 (XXVI). Rftvitaiizatinn nf miningjnjjiisiriefLin_Africa

Thft rVmfcmnrft nf Ministers.

With ffifemnce to General Assembly resolution S-13/2 of 1 June 1986, Economic and Social Council

resolutions 1989/8 and 1989/12, its resolution 602 (XXII) of 24 April 1987 and the recommendations of

previous regional conferences on mineral resources development in Africa,

ra of the deliberations and recommendations of the fourth Regional Conference on the

d Bki F f 18

g

Development and utilization of Mineral Resources in Africa, held in Oxiagadougou, Burkina Faso, from 18 to

27 March 1991,

Noting that the Ouagadougou Conference emphasized the need to:

(a) Improve mining development policies of member States in order to strengthen subregional and

regional cooperation, and increase the flow of investments into the African mining industry;

(b) Establish special mechanisms for the financing of the mining sector so as to increase the share of

African financial institutions in mining investments;

(c) Improve the performance of artisanal and small-scale mining of precious and semi-precious minerals

in order to enable member States to derive the best advantage therefrom; and

(d) Create an atmosphere propitious to the development of this sector, among mining concerns investors

and governments;

1. Requests the Commission to explore ways and means of financing, between now and the fifth

Regional Conference on the Development and Utilization of Mineral Resources in Africa, planned for 1993,

with the participation of the African Development Bank and the World Bank, and in collaboration with

competent African intergovernmental agencies, a comparative study on mining development policies in Africa

in order to recommend improvements in these policies at the national level and their coordination at the

regional and subregional levels;

2. Inyites the Commission to negotiate with the African Development Bank, the possibilities and

modalities of establishing, within it, a special mechanism for mineral resource exploitation projects;
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3. Requests Commission to explore ways and means of financing a special study on present conditions
(equipment, legislation, working conditions and environment) of artisanal and small-scale mining of precious

and semi-precious minerals and to organize a seminar on such mining operations at which the results of the
study will be considered;

4. Recommends that the Commission should find ways and means of financing the updating of the

study on the proposed establishment of African associations of mining operators and related industries by
drawing on the experience of similar associations existing in other regions;

5. Invites member States to give every support to and participate fully in the implementation of
recommendations of the Ouagadougou Conference;

6. Requests the United Nations Development Programme, which has excluded mining from the priority

sectors of the fourth and fifth programming Cycles, to reconsider its position by placing it among the priorities

of the fifth Programming Cycle;

7. Makes an urgent appeal to donors and the United Nations specialized agencies (the World Bank, the

International Labour Organisation, the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development, the Department

of Technical Cooperation for Development, the United Nations Industrial development Organization, the

United Nations Development Programme, etc.) to support the Commission in the execution of the tasks

described above;

8. Requests the Executive Secretary of the Commission to report to the Conference at its next meeting

on the implementation of this resolution.

275th meeting,

12 May 1QQ1

712 (XXVI). African naTtir.innlionJrLlhfLpmparation forlhe_Urjited_Nations Conference, on Fnvirnnnrent anH

Development

The Conference nf Ministers,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 44/228 of September 1989 on the decision for the United Nations

to organize a Conference on Environment and Development in Brazil in June 1992 and which requests the

regional commissions to play a leading role in the preparatory process for the Conference,

Having reviewed the report on the preparations of member States of the Commission for the United

Nations Conference on Environment and Development to be held in Brazil in June 1992,

Considering the importance for and relevance of that conference to be held at the level of Heads of State

and Government, being the first Earth Summit for world development in general and the development of the

African region in particular,

Aware that the 1992 Conference is part of a negotiating process for building global international

cooperation through a global commitment to environmental management for sustainable social and economic

development,

Convinced that these quests for sustainable development cannot be achieved without the necessary

political commitment.
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Determined to make the African preparatory process to the 1992 Conference a mobilization of the
necessary national political, institutional and administrative mechanisms to secure full participation of all
groups, both within and outside governments for a concerted action to ensure the integration of environment in

economic development,

1. Endorses the contents of the report on the preparatory Conference activities;

2. TTrges member States to actively participate in the negotiating process leading to the 1992

Conference, particularly in its six action areas;

3 Requests the Executive Secretary' of the Commission to continue, jointly with the Secretary-General
of the Organization of African Unity, the preparation for the United Nations Conference on Environment and

Development;

4. Urge.s the agencies of the United Nations system to support the Commission in its effort in preparing

the region for the 1992 Conference;

5. rails iiptm the preparatory Conference in Cairo to explore all ways and means of ensuring full

African participation in the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development in brazil;

6. Tnvites the member States present at the preparatory Conference in Cairo to ensure that Africa's

interests are fully taken into account in the final decisions that will be adopted in Brazil in 1992;

7. Requests the Executive Secretary of the Commission to report to the Conference at its next meeting

on the implementation of this resolution.

mating,

19 May 1091.

713 (XXVI). THp African social situation

Thf Cnnffirenrft

Rolling its resolution 602 (XXII) of 24 April 1987 on the African social situation which, inter alia, calls
upon member States to give high priority in their national development plans, to social development policies

and programmes,

Rolling Economic and Social Council resolution 1989/46 of 24 May 1989, in which the United Nations
Secretary-General was requested, in consultation with relevant organizations based in Africa, to prepare a

report on the critical social situation in Africa, paying particular attention to the obstacles to the implementation
of the United Nations programme of Action for African Economic Recovery and Development, 1986-1990,

Rearing in mind the recommendations of the fifth meeting of the Conference of African Ministers of

Social Affairs, held in Arusha, the United Republic of Tanzania, on 27 and 28 October 1989,

Taking note of the African Charter for Social Action adopted by the fifth meeting of the Conference of

African Ministers of Social Affairs and endorsed by the sixteenth meeting of the Conference of Ministers,

Resiling its resolution 691 (XXV) of 19 May 1990 adopting the African Charter for Popular

Participation in Development and Transformation as an important instrument for the realization of the social

objectives of equity, participation and social justice for all population groups, namely youth, women, the

disabled, the elderly, the family, and refugees and displaced persons,
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Taking infn account its resolution 642 (XXIII) of 15 April 1988 establishing the African institute for the
Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders, to assist member States in the development and
implementation of social policies and programmes aimed at addressing the issues of crime prevention and
criminal justice and illicit drug trafficking and drug abuse,

Noting with grave nonmn that one of the pressing social issues currently facing the continent is the
increasing rates of criminality and juvenile delinquency, including new forms, such as illicit drug trafficking
and drug abuse, once non-existent in the region, exerting high social and economic costs on governments and
the population in general,

Concerned that orthodox structural adjustment programmes requiring measures such as drastic cuts in
public expenditures, massive and persistent devaluations have had adverse effects on critical social sectors
including health, education, employment, household income, and levels of nutrition,

Convinced that Africa's sustained development and transformation requires an integrated approach and an
effective interplay between economic considerations and social dimensions as articulated in the African
Alternative Framework to Structural Adjustment Programmes for Socio-economic Recovery and
Transformation, the United Nations Programme of Action for African Economic Recovery and Development
and the Khartoum Declaration,

1. Calls upnn African Governments, the Commission, United Nations agencies, relevant
intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations in the region, to give priority to and intensify their
efforts in the development and implementation of effective policies and measures in social development,
including analyses of the impact of structural adjustment measures, as an integral part of their overall
development efforts and programmes, with special attention to the following issues:

(a) Education and training, the accelerated brain drain, health, employment, nutrition, housing water and
sanitation;

(b) The vulnerable population groups, namely youth, women, disabled persons, the elderly, the family
and refugees and displaced persons:

(c) Crime prevention and criminal justice and the control of illicit drug trafficking and drug abuse;

2. Requests the Executive Secretary of the Commission to continue to monitor and review the social
situation in the region, including the impact of structural adjustment policies, in cooperation with relevant
institutions/organizations in the region, and to report to the Conference on a yearly basis;

3. Requests the Executive Secretary of the Commission to develop appropriate strategies to revitalize
the social development programme of the secretariat of the Commission so that it could be more responsive to
the needs of member States and thus be able to provide them with the necessary support in the formulation and
implementation of policies and measures in social development in the above-mentioned fields;

4. Incites all African Governments, specialized agencies, intergovernmental and non-govemmental
organizations concerned, to make all efforts in preparation and observance of the International Year of the
Family, as proclaimed by the United Nations General Assembly, in resolution 44/82 of 8 December 1989, at

the grassroots, national and regional levels, with a view to creating greater awareness of the African family as
the pillar and fundamental unit of society;
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5 Stresses the importance of the African Institute for the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of
Offenders in assisting member States in the formulation of relevant policies and programmes in the held ot
crime prevention and criminal justice and in the control of illicit drug trafficking and drug abuse, including the

promotion of regional and international cooperation;

6 Pali.* npnn African Governments which have not done so to sign the Statute of the Institute and
appeals once again to member States of the Institute to honour their financial obligations to enable the Institute

to fulfil the objectives for which it was established;

7 AHmnwl^gfts with appreciation the financial assistance provided in the field of social development,

by funding agencies, particularly the United Nations Development Programme, which has provided funds to
the Institute and appeals to the Programme, other bilateral and multilateral institutions and donors, to increase

their technical and financial support to the Institute to enable it to fulfil its mandates.

?7*>th mating,

19 May 1091.

714 (XXVI). Wnnv»n in development

Thp Conference of ministers.

rwiriwing its resolution 684 (XXV) of 19 May 1990 which urged member States to fully implement the

recommendations of the Abuja Declaration on Participatory Development: The Role of Women in Africa in

1990s,

fWirfpring that elections at subregional level, for membership of the Africa Regional Coordinating

Committee for the Integration of Women in Development, have not taken place in the last two years,

Waving rnnsiHemH the document on the situation of African women in the agricultural and industrial

sectors and the changes that must take place within the context of the African Alternative Framework to

Structural Adjustment Programmes,

1. Appmik to member States to establish national machineries for women, where they do not exist, to

promote the advancement of women,

2. Urges member States to intensify their efforts to implement the recommendations of the Abuja
Declaration by channelling human and financial resources to national machineries responsible for women's

concerns and monitor the attainment of targets of the Declaration;

3. Requests the Executive Secretary of the Commission to hold subregional Committee meetings at the
level of the Multinational Programming and Operational Centres for officials responsible for women's concerns
before 31 December 1991 to (a) consider progress made in the implementation of the Abuja Declaration; (b)
hold election for membership of the Africa Regional Coordinating Committee; and (c) hold briefings on
women's situation in the context of the African Alternative Framework to Structural Adjustment Programmes;

4. Requests member States, in line with its resolution 684 (XXV), to facilitate the participation of their

countries in the above-mentioned subregional committee meetings at Multinational Programming and

Operational Centre level

9.75th

19. May 1991.
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715 (XXVI). Improvement of thfi-Statiis of womeruathe^e^reiadaLoIibe-Ecnnomic Commission for Afrira

The, Conffimnrf, of Ministers,

Recalling General Assembly resolutions 44/75 of 8 December (989 and 44/185 of 19 December 1989 on
improving the status of women in the secretariat,

Having considered General Assembly resolution 40/105 of December 1985 calling on regional
commissions to incorporate women's concerns in their overall programmes,

Concerned that inadequate staff are allocated to the regional and subregional offices of the Commission
responsible for women's programmes,

1. Dimmends the Executive Secretary for having taken steps to increase the representation of women
professionals in the secretariat and urges him to redouble his efforts to attain and possibly exceed the 35 per
cent target requested by the General Assembly by 1995;

2. Calls upon the Executive Secretary to ensure that appropriate and adequate representation of women

in obtained as well as the incorporation of the women's concerns in all programmes of the Commission;

3. Urges the Executive Secretary to explore possibility of: (a) increasing the number of women at

decision-making levels, and (b) allocating additional staff to the African Training and Research Centre for

Women and at the level of the Multinational Programming and Operational Centres to strengthen the
programmes for women.

275th

12 May 19Q1

716 (XXVI). Implementing an integrated approach to Hevpinpyngnt information

Thf» Conference of Minister^

Recalling its resolution 498 (XIX) of 26 My 1984 on the Pan-African Documentation and Information
System in Africa,

Recalling also its resolution 600 (XXII) of 24 April 1987 on information systems development in Africa,

Recalling further its resolution 658 (XXIV) of 7 April 1989 on strengthening information systems in
Africa,

Bearing in mind its resolution 679 (XXV) of 19 May 1990 on improving information flows in Africa,

Noting with satisfaction the direction of the Pan-African Documentation and Information System for

1992-1997 for an integrated approach to development information as spelled out in document

ECA/PADIS/RTC/7 "Adaptation of the Pan-African Documentation and Information System to changing
needs",

Expressing appreciation for the continued efforts of the Commission to further strengthen and consolidate

the Pan-African Documentation and Information System,

Noting with appreciation the efforts made by the United Nations Development programme and the

Commission to ensure adequate funding for the Pan-African Documentation and Information System during the

year 1991,
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Noting with satisfaction the findings, conclusions and recommendations of the Report of the United

Nations Development Programme In-depth Evaluation of the Pan-African Documentation and Information

System (1990),

Further noting with satisfaction the preparedness of the United Nations Development Programme to

consider financing the Pan-African Documentation and Information System through its fifth Regional

Programming Cycle for Africa (1992-1997),

Cognizant of the need for enhancing collaboration between the Commission, the Organization of African

Unity and the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization in the elaboration of

communications programmes,

1. rails upon member States of the Commission to actively support and sustain PADIS leadership role

in the region in the coordination of development information, the promotion of national, subregional and

regional information linkages, the promotion of information networking and the facilitation of the exchange of

development information, within the context of African economic integration and an African Economic

Community;

2. Urges member States, the funding agencies of the United Nations system and other donor agencies to

strengthen their financial support of the Pan-African Documentation and Information System, with particular

attention to its subregional centres;

3. Requests the United Nations Development Programme to consider the funding of the activities of the

Pan-African Documentation and Information System under its fifth Regional Programming Cycle for Africa

commensurate with its expansion of operational activities;

4. Strongly urges member States to consider the inclusion of projects on the development of

information needs for funding from the Programme under the fifth Regional Programming Cycle with a view to

establishing the desirable linkages between national, subregional and regional activities and thereby strengthen

the overall impact of the Pan-African Documentation and information System;

5. Requests the Executive Secretary of the Commission to intensify his efforts to fund core posts for the

Pan-African Documentation and Information System from the regular budget;

6. Calk fnr the rapid convening of a meeting between the Pan-African Documentation and Information

System and the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, within the framework and

programme of work for 1991 of the UNESCO/ECA Joint Concertation Meeting and with the participation of

the Organization of African Unity to develop collaboration in the area of communications.

9.7Sth meeting,

19. May 1901.

717 (XXVI). Programme of work, anteriorities ofAeJkQiK)micXiHnmtS-SJoriJbr fnr 1992-1993

e Conference of Minister?.,

Having examined Africa's past and present socio-economic development problems and the challenges

facing Africa in the 1990's and beyond,

Rearing in mind that Africa accounts for a great number of the least developed countries of the world and

that the present economic and social crisis had further weakened the region's capacity to cope up with its own

economic growth and development,
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Realising that there is need for strengthening regional and subregional cooperation through joint and
coordinated efforts to solving the grave economic situation facing Africa,

Having examined the proposed programme of work and priorities for the biennium 1992-1993,*

Bearing in mind that this is the first programme of work based on the 1992-1997 Medium-term Plan,*

Taking notfi of the fact that in his submission of the proposed programme budget, the Secretary-General
of the United Nations would include proposals for a programme on Africa's critical economic situation,
recovery and development as contained in the Medium-Term-Plan, 1992-1997,

Convinced that the proposed programme of work can make significant contribution to Africa's
development effort,

Noting with .satisfaction the positive response of the General Assembly to the recommendations of the

Review Team on the Multinational Programming and Operational centres which concluded, inter alia, that the

structures, organization and operation of each Centre should be transformed and strengthened to make it more

operational and effective in providing relevant services to member States of its subregion,

1. Endorses the work programme and priorities of the Commission for the biennium 1992-1993 as

contained in document E/ECA/CM.17/25/Rev.l;

2. Urges the Secretary-General of the United Nations in his submission to the Committee for

Programming and Coordination to give special consideration to the Economic Commission for Africa in

providing it with adequate resources to enable it to implement fully its work programme particularly by making

available more regular budget posts, increased allocation for travel and consultancy services for the

Commission's five subregional Multinational Programming and Operational Centres, the African institute for

Economic Development and Planning and the Pan-African Documentation and Information System;

3. TTrgp.s alsn the Secretary-General in his submission to the General Assembly to stress the need to

make available adequate posts and financial resources at the Commission to enable it to undertake those

responsibilities assigned to it under the programme on Africa's critical economic situation, recovery and

development;

4. Calls upon the Committee for programming and Coordination and the Advisory Committee on

Administrative and Budgetary Questions to support and consider favourably these proposals for making

available adequate resources to the Commission under programmes 30 and 45 at its forthcoming session.

275th meeting,

12 May 1QQ1

4 E/ECA/CM. 17/25/Rev. 1.
5 A/45/6/Rev.l.
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718 (XXVI). Rr-vitaiizfltifffl nf thp. mgnHaf* «"H npftrarinnai frameworkLof the, regional Commission for Africa

Thf> Conference of Ministers.

Recalling General Assembly resolution 32/197 of 20 December 1977 on the restructuring of the economic

and social sectors of the United Nations Systems and in particular section IV of the same resolution on

structures for regional and interregional cooperation,

also General Assembly resolution 33/202 of 29 January 1979 legislating, inter_alia, that the
i hi rih f il bil

g Genera y y

regional commissions should have the status of executing agencies in their own right, for regional, subregional
and interregional projects that were of an intersectoral character or were in areas that did not fall within the

purview of specialized agencies and other United Nations bodies,

fnrther General Assembly resolution 44/211 of 21 December 1989 on operational activities for

development,

Recognizing that the afore-mentioned resolutions and related instruments have paved the way for and

continue to sustain the process of decentralization of the United Nations system with a view to rendering its

activities more relevant to the particular requirements of the developing countries as well as more efficient and

cost-effective,

Conscious of the high responsibilities carried out in this context by the regional commissions, who are

called upon to catalyze, coordinate and develop policies and operational frameworks aimed at meeting the

specific development requirements of their regions,

Acknowledging the indisputable central role played by th& regional commission for Africa since its

establishment in 1958 in furthering individual and collective policy objectives and translating them into

integrated self-reliant strategies, such as the Lagos Plan of Action and Final Act of Lagos, Africa's Priority
Programme for Economic Recovery, the African Alternative Framework to Structural Adjustment Programmes

and the Khartoum and Abuja Declarations, which have contributed to Africa's development goals of the 1990

and furthered concepts of cooperation among the African countries themselves, the African countries and the

international community at large and the LTnited Nations system in particular,

Convinced that Africa's future development lies in the arduous pursuit of regional and subregional socio-

economic integration and ultimate establishment of the African Economic Community, and as a consequence,

enhanced integrated multidisciplinary approaches to development aimed at long-term structural transformation

of its economies,

Concerned that the original mandate of the regional commissions has been placed in question and that the

decentralization process launched in the 1970s and that the inherent focus on the regional dimensions of

development has been greatly revised,

Concerned in particular at the far-reaching consequences emerging from discussions on resolution 44/211,

which thought it has stressed the need for multidisciplinary integrated approaches to development, has left open

the contributions and great potential of the regional commissions in this area,

Noting with appreciation the joint position taken by the regional commissions on the follow-up of

resolution 44/211 essentially aimed at restoring the regional dimensions within the United Nations system

coordinating bodies such as the Consultative Committee on Substantive Questions (Operational Activities) and

the Advisory Committee on Coordination, the Economic and Social Council and the General Assembly,
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T .poking forward with interest to the study on the regional fflwensions to be carried out under the aegis of

the Director General for Development and International Cooperation/ in consultation with the regional

commissions and the United Nations agencies, for inclusion in his 199i annual report to the Economic and

Social Council and the General Assembly on the follow-up of implementation of resolution 44/211,

1. rnmmfinds the Executive Secretary of the Commission for the initiatives he has taken to establish

within existing resources a Multidisciplinary Advisory Group to:

(a) Assist African countries to translate regionally agreed policies into practical strategies and

programmes;

(b) Provide multisectoral analyses of African needs in the priority areas, and time-bound strategies for

achieving the objectives contained in those priorities,

(c) Develop in the member States and subregional economic communities annual programmes of

multidisciplinary technical assistance; and

(d) Provide multidisciplinary technical assistance teams to African countries based on those

programmes;

2. Calk upon the Secretary General of the United Nations to launch a comprehensive process of

reviewing and updating of the legislative framework of the regional commissions with a view to:

(a) Defining unambiguously and explicitly their present role and functions, and enforcing their original

mandates in such a way as to correspond to regional development objectives and requirements;

(b) Providing them with a new legislative framework which complements United Nations General

Assembly resolutions on operational activities for development, and defines their operational and

organizational objectives and requirements at the regional levels; and

(c) Reviewing in relation to (a) and (b) above the funding mechanisms of the regional commissions and

exploring ways and means to improve existing institutional arrangements, including the establishment of a

separate global pledging arrangement for funding of regional cooperation activities;

3. Invites the Director General for Development and International Cooperation to consider the

convening of an ad hoc group meeting of high-level experts drawn from the respective regions during the

second half of 1991 to discuss the revision of the mandate of the regional commissions and thus provide an

intellectual input into the current process of restructuring and decentralizing United Nations assistance to the

countries of the region;

4. T TrgRs the agencies of the United Nations system and of the United Nations secretariat involved in

technical assistance to decentralize staff and establish joint units, sections and divisions with the secretariats of

the regional commissions;

5. Appeals to member States to give due consideration to the regional dimension in their national

development plans and ensure that its multidisciplinary implications be comprehensively addressed in those

country programming exercises to be funded from national indicative planning figures (IPF).

7.75th-

12 Mav 1091.
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719 (XXVI). rnn*"^^"»* *"thp TT™ted Nations-Trust Fund for

"f Ministers.

w.vma .nn^red the reports on pledges and actual disbursements made by member^countries and the
progress achieved in project ixnplementation and spending of United Nations Trust Fund for African

Development Fund funds,

rm«r.iniis of the socio-economic and financial difficulties facing most African countries,

Billing its resolution 615 (XXH) of 24 April 1987 inviting African member s*tes ^^^
institutions which had not yet pledged contributions to the Fund to do so and those which had pledged
contributions to pay them in as soon as possible,

Awam of the fact that the resources pledged to the Fund can contribute to solving the critical economic

and social problems that African countries are experiencing,

1. Tnvites African member States and the international community to contribute more generously to the

United Nations Trust Fund for African Development;

2. Uigps, those countries and institutions which have yet to pay in their arrears of contributions to do so

as soon as possible;

3. Requests the Executive Secretary of the Commission to spare no effort in securing further

contributions to the Fund.

19 May 1Q91.

720 (XXVI). Th^ TTnitPH Nations rtevelopnv-nf Prfwamme Fifth mtflr-Cfluntry Programme fox Africa

fYmfprencp; eyf Ministers.

Having considered the Orientation Paper for the United Nations Development Programme Fifth Inter-

Country programme for Africa (1992-1996),

Nnt;^g with .atisfartior, that the Orientation Paper reflects Africa's socio-economic priorities as spelt out
in the Lagos Plan of Action, the Final Act of Lagos, Africa's Priority Programme for Economic Recovery,
1986-1990, the African Alternative Framework to Structural Adjustment Programmes and the African Charter

for Popular Participation in Development and Transformation,

Nnring with mnrern the increasing deterioration of African economies and the declining pattern of

financial flows to Africa in recent years,

1 EndDXSfiS the Orientation Paper for the United Nations Development Programme Fifth Inter-country
Programme for Africa (1992-1996) and at the same time expresses concern in the reduction of resources to

Africa;

2 Agrees to convene an extraordinary meeting of the Conference of Ministers of Economic
Development and Planning in December 1991 to consider the Fifth Inter-Counlry Programme for Africa;
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3. Urges the Governing Council of the United Nations Development Programme to consider increasing
the resources m the Fifth Inter-Country Programme for Africa at least to the level of that in the Fourth Inter-
Country Programme;

4. CalLjipon the Administrator of the Programme to mobilize additional resources other than those of
the Programme itself, which would supplement the Fifth Inter-Country Programme for Africa;

5. Requests the continuation, strengthening and consolidation of the coordination between the United
Nations Development Programme's Regional Bureau for Africa and its Regional Bureau for Arab States and
European Programmes for the maximum benefit of the people of Africa.

275th g

12 May 1QQ1

721 (XXVI). Ihe-JntematJonalFund for Agrimitiirai TW.1npmrn.rt ,Spy™1 programme fnr Snh-Saharan
African Countries affected-hy.Drought and Difii

The Cnnfp-renre

Recalling resolutions CM/Res. 1060 (XLJV) and CM/Res. 1119 (XLVI) adopted respectively at the forty-
fourth and forty-sixth sessions of the Council of Ministers of the Organization of

African Unity on the International Fund for Agricultural development's Special Programme for Sub-Saharan
African Countries affected by Drought and Desertification,

Rearing in mind the united nations General Assembly resolution S-13/2 of 1 June 1986 and particularly
the stipulation of the United Nations Programme of Action for African Economic Recovery and Development,
1986-1990 in which the African countries and the international community committed themselves, inter nii* to
giving priority attention and increasing resources to the rehabilitation and development of food and agriculture
in Africa, b

Further recalling the mandate given to the President of the Fund by the Governing Council at its thirteenth
session held in January 1990 to consult donors on the mobilization of additional resources for the Fund's
Special Programme for Sub-Saharan African Countries affected by Drought and Desertification to continue in a
second phase,

Bearing in mind also United Nations General Assembly resolution 45/207 on food and agricultural
problems where it, infer alia, "invites donors to endorse the Governing Council of the International Fund for
Agricultural development resolution 60/Xm about the possibility of additional voluntary contributions to the
special resources for sub-Saharan Africa for a further three years, starting in January 1991, without prejudicing
deliberations on the mobilization of core funding for the International Fund for Agricultural Development
resources",

Noting with satisfaction the excellent and growing cooperation between the Commission and the Fund
and the positive contribution made by the Fund to the economic recovery programmes of its member
developing countries and its increased assistance fo the African region in line with the stipulation of the United
Nations Programme of Action for African Economic Recovery and Development and particularly through its
Special programme for Sub-Saharan African Countries affected by Drought and Desertification,

Concerned by the continued deterioration in the socio-economic conditions in Africa,

1. Stresses the importance of the link between the social and economic development in African and the
national management of the environment;
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2. Commends the International Fund for Agricultural Development's interventions under the Special

Programme which have been focusing on improving food security through environmental conservation and the

rehabilitation of existing productive capacity and ensuring the sustainability of benefits in the post-project

period;

3. F.mphasi7gK the urgent need for a continuous, predictable and uninterrupted flow of resources to

Africa for recovery and development, particularly for agriculture, and to meet the urgent need of combating

drought and for economic reforms, and the need for continuous and enhanced cooperation between the

Commission and the Fund in the interest of African economic recovery and development with transformation;

4. F.xpresses its appreciation to those donor countries which have already made firm pledges or have

indicated their intent to make contributions to the second phase of the Fund's Special Programme covering the

period 1991-1993;

5. Appeals to the international donor community to make all efforts to augment the resources of the

second phase of the Special Programme in order to achieve the target of $US 300 million needed over a period

of three years beginning in 1991.
9.7Sth meeting.

17. May 1091.

722 (XXVI). Vote nf appmrfati™ ,™H thanks to Professor AdehaycLAdedfiji. Unitftri Nations Undfir-

and Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa

Thfi Conference of Ministers,

Noting with deep regret the decision of Professor Adebayo Adedeji to resign his appointment as United

Nations Under-Secretary-General and Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa,

Conscious of the exemplary leadership demonstrated by him for over 16 years at the helm of affairs of the

Commission, having given a unique sense of direction to the Commission and succeeded in projecting Africa's

own perceptions of its problems and needs to the world community through his outstanding capacity for

lucidity and courage in actions and deeds,

Rpcogniying that he imparted to the work of the Commission an intellectual orientation of the highest

level, enabling him to initiate coherent policies and strategies, thus giving ECA enhanced credibility, leading

not only to unreserved support from its member States but also to the respect of the entire United Nations

family,

Cognizant of his numerous contributions to the cause of African development during his tenure as

Executive Secretary of the Commission, including, inter alia, (a) the elaboration of major development

strategies and programmes such as the Lagos plan of Action, Africa's Priority Programme for Economic

Recovery, Africa's Submission to the General Assembly on the Critical Economic Situation in Africa and the

African Alternative Framework to Structural Adjustment Programmes; (b) the promotion of regional and

subregional cooperation and integration of African countries by spearheading the establishment of the

Economic Community of West African States, the Preferential Trade Area for Eastern and Southern African

States and the Economic Community of Central African States; (c) the launching of the Industrial Development

Decade for Africa and the United Nations Transport and Communications Decades in Africa; (d) the

establishment of ECA-sponsored regional and subregional institutions active in the fields of science,

technology and economic and social development; (e) the decentralization of the Commission's activities to the

five subregions through its Multinational Programming and Operational Centres; the strengthening of the

Commission's operational capacity through cooperation with the United Nations partners; (f) and the promotion

of women in development tlirough the establishment of the African Training and Research Centre for Women,
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Recognizing his commitment and devotion to Africa's major ideals and his tireless championing and

defence of the continent's cause in the world,

1. Expresses to him its highest appreciation for his foresight and dynamic leadersliip during his tenure

as Executive Secretary of the Commission;

2. Express fimhw to him its gratitude for his decisive role in the elaboration of what became Africa's

own collective perceptions and strategies for socio-economic development; and for laying the foundation for

regional and subregional cooperation through the instruments which he helped to developed and the institutions

and organizations he established;

3. Wholeheartedly wishes him an even more productive and rewarding future,certain that he will

continue to be at the forefront of the battle for African development and progress;

4. Mandates the Chairman of the Conference to transmit this vote of appreciation and thanks to the

Secretary-General of the United Nations.

215th meeting,

12 May 1QQ1

723 (XXVI). Vote nf thanks tr> Mr, Mhatkam Trhrmta-Mnnssa, Deputy F.xerntivft secretary nf the Economic

Commission for.Africq

The Cnnfp-renrp nf Minisfm,

Having taken note of the decision of the Government of Cameroon recalling him to his country to assume

new and high responsibilities,

Aware of his invaluable contribution to the Commission for 14 years, first as Director of the Transport,

Communications and Tourism Division and then as Deputy Executive Secretary,

Aware also of the important role he played in the work of the Commission, particularly in his capacity as

Chief of the Transport, Communications, and Tourism Division during which be made important contributions

to the Commission's activities under the first United Nations Transport and Communications Decade in Africa,

and as coordinator of the Pan-African Development Information System, the African Training and Research

Centre for Women, multisectoral programme activities, the Commission's Advisory Committee on

Administrative and Budgetary Matters as well as the Information and Security Services,

1. Expresses its profound gratitude for his invaluable contribution to the work of the Commission

during his many years of service;

2. Wishes him every success in the discharge of his new and high responsibilities;

3. Requests the Chairman of the Conference to transmit this vote of thanks to the Government of the

Republic of Cameroon and to the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

275th meeting,

12 May 1QQ1
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724 (XXVI). Persian Gulf crisis Cpmpe.n^tinn Fund

The Conference of Ministers.

Noting with great concern that the persian Gulf crisis had serious consequences on many countries

including African countries,

Noting also that the impact of the crisis was even more devastating to the already weak African countries,

Noting in particular that these African countries suffered from additional oil import bills to the tune of

$US 2.7 billion arising from international increases in oil prices, uncertainties in energy supply, high domestic

prices in the energy sector and related sectors such as food and agriculture with special reference to food

security, environment, tourism, and transport, etc.,

Noting that the African countries resorted to short-term borrowing thereby worsening their debt crisis,

Aware that a Compensation Fund was set up by the United Nations General Assembly to alleviate the

adverse consequences of the Persian Gulf war,

Rearing in mind that the above Compensation Fund does not cover African countries,

1. Requests the General Assembly to extend the mandate of the Compensation Fund so as to make the

African countries who also suffered from the consequences of the war eligible for relief and compensation

from the Fund;

2. Further requests that the General Assembly, as an alternative, considers the establishment of a

separate Compensation Fund for Africa in order to alleviate the plight of the African countries whose

economies were adversely affected by the persian Gulf crisis;

3. Requests the Executive Secretary of the Commission to take immediate steps to bring this resolution

to the attention of the Secretary-General of the United Nations and inform the Chairman of this seventeenth

Conference of Ministers of Economic Development and Planning of the response of the Secretary-General

regarding this resolution;

4. Requests the Chairman of this Conference to appraise member States of the response of the

Secretary-General.

?76th meeting,

HMay 1901.

725 (XXVI). rhnire of the name. "Adehayo AHeHeji Conference Centre^_fhr thft new mnferftrtCtt Centre of the

ir Pommissinn for Africa

The Conference of Ministers.

Recalling its vote of appreciation and thanks to Professor Adebayo Adedeji on the occasion of his

retirement from his functions as United Nations Under-Secretaiy-General and Executive Secretary of the

Economic Commission for Africa,

867



Appreciative of the numerous contributions he has made to the Commission and to the economic and 

social development of Africa, 

 

Bearing in mind the impact and impression that his work has left on the Commission and its member 

States through his relentless efforts to establish policies and strategies for Africa, with a view to the 

political and socio-economic integration of the continent, 

 

Decides to name the new conference centre of the Commission "Adebayo Adedeji Conference Centre". 

 

276th meeting, 

13 May 1991. 
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