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RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED BY THE COMMISSION AT ITS SECOND SESSION 

5 (II). Associate membership16 

The Economic Commission for Africa, 

Bearing in mind its terms of reference, and more particularly article 8 thereof, 

Bearing also in mind General Assembly resolution 1466 (XIV), and in particular its paragraph 2, 

which "specially requests all Member States administering Non-Self-Governing Territories in Africa 

to propose the participation of these Territories in the work of the Economic Commission for Africa", 

Noting with satisfaction the initiative of certain member States which have submitted applications for 

membership for African territories for which they are still responsible, 

Noting with regret that other member States have not submitted applications for membership for 

territories and States for whose international relations they are still responsible, 

1. Invites all member States to implement the provisions of paragraph 2 of General Assembly 

resolution 1466 (XIV) during the current year; 

2, Requests members with responsibility for territories in Africa or members responsible for the 

external relations of African countries to consult forthwith with the Governments concerned and to 

ascertain whether they wish to become associate members of the Commission and to inform the 

Executive Secretary of the views of the Government of each country or territory concerned. 

6th meeting, 

28 January 1960. 

 

6 (II). Invitation to the Federal Republic of Germany to attend sessions of the Economic 

Commission for Africa in a consultative capacity17 

The Economic Commission for Africa. 

Considering the importance of the role of the Federal Republic of Germany in the development and 

the trade of African countries and territories, 

Bearing in mind the attitude adopted by the Economic and Social Council in similar cases as recorded 

in its resolutions 617 (XXU) of 20 July 1956 and 632 (XXU) of 10 December 1956, 

Requests the Economic and Social Council to authorize the Executive Secretary of the Economic 

Commission for Africa to facilitate the attendance at sessions of the Commission, should it wish to 

attend, of the Federal Republic of Germany on a basis similar to that provided in paragraph 10 of the 

terms of reference of the Commission for States Members of the United Nations not members of the 

Commission. 

3rd meeting, 

27 January 1961. 

 

                                                           
16 See paragraph 70 of the report of the Commission at its second Session. 
17 See paragraph 72 of the report of the Commission at its second Session. 



7 (II). Effects of economic groupings in Europe on African economies18 

The Economic Commission for Africa, 

Having examined the report on the impact of the European Economic Community on African trade,19 

Having studied, moreover, the programme of work and priorities for 1960-1961 submitted by the 

Executive Secretary on the study of the impact of regional trade arrangements in Europe on the trade 

and the development of African countries and territories, 

Considering the impact of the creation of the European Economic Community on African and intra-

African trade, as well as on industrialization in Africa, 

Bearing in mind the terms of reference of the Commission, 

Requests the Executive Secretary: 

(a) To study and appraise the effects of economic groupings in Europe on industrialization in Africa, 

intra-African trade and Africa's economic development in general, and to recommend measures 

necessary to offset any prejudicial effects of such economic groupings; 

(b) To convene in 1960, in accordance with rule 19 of the Commission's rules of procedure, an ad hoc 

committee of representatives of members and associate members to examine the above studies 

prepared by the Executive Secretary and to report back to the Commission. 

11th meeting, 

I February 1960 

 

8 (II). Intra-African trade  and convening of a conference of African businessmen20 

The Economic Commission for Africa, 

Having considered the Economic Survey of Africa since 195021 and other documents, 

Recognizing the importance of stimulating intra-African trade and industry and sub-regional projects 

as a means of raising the level of living of the peoples of Africa, 

Recognizing further the importance of multinational business enterprises, 

1. Requests the Executive Secretary: 

(a) To initiate and complete surveys of the state and potentialities of intra-African trade and industry 

and the measures necessary to stimulate and advance both; 

(b) To lend his assistance in the preparations for and the conduct of a conference of African 

businessmen to be convened in 1961 to consider intra-African capital movement, expansion of trade 

and markets among African countries and cooperation through joint ventures in the development of 

their natural resources by private enterprise; 

                                                           
18 See paragraph 94 of the report of the Commission at its second Session. 
19 E/CN.14/29 and Corr.1 and Add.1. 
20 See paragraph 90 of the report of the Commission at its second Session. 
21 E/CN.14/28 (United Nations publication, Sales No.: 59.II.K.1). 

 



2. Invites all member Governments to cooperate fully with the Executive Secretary in carrying out the 

provisions of the present resolution. 

12th meeting, 

2 February 1960 

 

9 (II). Cooperation22 

The Economic Commission for Africa, 

Having considered the Economic Survey of Africa since 1950,23 

Recognizing the important role that the cooperative movement can play in the economic and social 

development of Africa, 

Noting the efforts of a number of African countries in the field of cooperation, 

Noting further the need for trained personnel in the cooperative movement and for the dissemination 

of educational material on cooperative methods and techniques, 

Requests the Executive Secretary to report on the state and progress of the cooperative movement in 

Africa and to consider, in consultation with the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 

Nations, the International Labour Organisation and the United Nations Educational, Scientific and 

Cultural Organization, the establishment of a cooperative centre or centres in Africa for the training of 

Africans in the field of cooperation and for the publication and dissemination of educational material 

on cooperative methods and techniques. 

12th meeting, 

2 February 1960, 

 

10 (II). International cooperation in respect of former Trust Territories24 

The Economic Commission for Africa, 

Welcoming General Assembly resolution 1414 (XN) on the study of opportunities for international 

cooperation on behalf of the former Trust Territories which have become independent. 

Noting with satisfaction that under the terms of the resolution referred to above the Economic and 

Social Council was invited "to make a study, under Article 62, paragraph 1, of the Charter of the 

United Nations, of all opportunities for international cooperation which could be of interest to the 

former Trust Territories which have become independent, within the spheres and in the framework of 

programmes of international assistance", 

Noting further that the Economic and Social Council has been requested by the General Assembly to 

seek the cooperation of various organizations and to consult with the Governments of countries which 

were formerly under trusteeship, 

Recommends that the Economic and Social Council: 

                                                           
22 See paragraph 87 of the report of the Commission at its second Session. 
23 E/CN.14/28 (United Nations publication, Sales No.: 59.II.K.1). 
24 See paragraph 103 of the report of the Commission at its second Session. 

 



(a) Take advantage of the establishment of the Economic Commission for Africa, which constitutes 

the Council's subsidiary body for the African continent; 

(b) Request the Secretary-General to use the Secretariat of the Commission to the fullest extent 

possible in carrying out such tasks as the Council may entrust to him in the implementation of General 

Assembly resolution 1414 (XIV). 

18th meeting, 

5 February 1960. 

 

11 (II). Multilateral economic and financial assistance to Africa25 

The Economic Commission for Africa, 

Aware that the long-range economic and social plans for Africa should be conducive to the integrated 

and balanced development of the economies of African countries, 

Bearing in mind that it is authorized by its terms of reference, inter alia, to "initiate and participate in 

measures for facilitating concerted action for the economic development of Africa, including its social 

aspects, with a view to raising the level of economic activity and levels of living in Africa, and for 

maintaining and strengthening the economic relations of countries and territories of Africa, both 

among themselves and with other countries of the world", 

Conscious of the urgent need for the maximum cooperation in the provision of all forms of 

multilateral economic and financial assistance for African economic and social development, and 

confident that such assistance will be forthcoming, 

Believing that the Economic Commission for Africa should play an important role in the 

consideration of any new proposals that may be made for multilateral economic and financial 

assistance to Africa, 

Expresses the hope that any new multilateral machinery which might be considered necessary for the 

implementation of such proposals should consult and collaborate closely with the Economic 

Commission for Africa and its secretariat in the coordination of aid directed to Africa. 

15th meeting, 

3 February 1960 

 

12 (II). Report of the Conference of African Statisticians26 

The Economic Commission for Africa, 

Having considered the report of the Conference of African Statisticians,27 

1. Approves with satisfaction the said report; 

2. Invites members and associate members to give urgent consideration to the recommendations of the 

Conference; 

                                                           
25 See paragraph 103 of the report of the Commission at its second Session. 
26 See paragraph 107 of the report of the Commission at its second Session. 
27 E/CN.14/25. 



3. Requests the Executive Secretary to take the necessary measures to give effect to the 

recommendations of the Conference. 

 15th meeting, 

3 February 1960. 

 

13 (II). Inventory of Africa's natural resources28 

The Economic Commission for Africa, 

Having considered the problems relating to geological and mining research in Africa, 

Considering that industrialization is an essential condition for the economic development of African 

countries, 

Considering further that the mineral resources of these countries are an important factor in their 

industrialization. 

Bearing in mind the example given by the Economic Commission for Latin America and the 

Economic Commission for Asia and the Far East on the subject, 

Requests the Executive Secretary, in carrying out the mineral resources surveys of the African 

countries, to bear in mind the possibility of establishing industries based on such resources and to 

orientate such surveys in that direction. 

18th meeting, 

5 February 1960 

 

14 (II). Sea fisheries in the north-eastern tropical Atlantic29 

The Economic Commission for Africa, 

Having examined the report of the Executive Secretary on ways and means of helping the 

Governments of North Africa to develop their sea fisheries,30 

Conscious of the economic and social importance of the problem, 

Noting that there is no international body between the Mediterranean and the Gulf of Guinea dealing 

with the problem, 

Considering that this gap should be filled as soon as possible, 

I. Takes note of resolution 24/59 adopted by the Conference of the Food and Agriculture Organization 

of the United Nations at its tenth session; 

2. Requests the Executive Secretary to get in touch with the appropriate specialized agencies, 

particularly the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, with a view to the 

                                                           
28 See paragraph III of the report of the Commission at its second Session. 
 
29 See paragraph 116 of the report of the Commission at its second Session. 
 
30 E/CN.14/34. 
 



establishment by the latter organization of a general fisheries board for the north-eastern tropical 

Atlantic (Cape Spartel to the Gulf of Guinea), and to report back to the Commission at its third 

session; 

3. Suggests that this board, when established, should have its headquarters at Casablanca. 

18th meeting, 

5 February 1960 

 

15 (II). The Workshop on Community Development31 

The Economic Commission for Africa, 

Havjng considered the report of the Workshop on Community Development organized by the 

Economic Commission for Africa,32 

1. Expresses its appreciation of the helpful contribution which the Workshop has made to the study of 

this subject; 

2. Invites members and associate members to give serious consideration to those of the Workshop's 

recommendations which require decisions at the national level; 

3. Approves the proposals for regional cooperation and international assistance in paragraph 5 of 

section III of the report; 

4. Invites the secretariat to pursue these proposals in liaison with the appropriate specialized agencies 

and intergovernmental organizations working in the same field; 

5. Requests the Executive Secretary to carry out a survey of community development programmes in 

Africa. 

16th meeting 

4 February 1960. 

 

16 (II). In-service training33 

The Economic Commission for Africa, 

Welcoming the establishment at United Nations Headquarters of a training course for African 

economists, now in its second year of operation, 

Bearing in mind that the Economic Commission for Asia and the Far East, the Economic Commission 

for Latin America and the Economic Commission for Europe, and their secretariats, have already 

accumulated considerable knowledge and experience in economic research, programming, economic 

development and techniques of international cooperation in the economic, statistical and social fields, 

1. Expresses the hope that the in-service training courses at United Nations Headquarters will be 

continued; 

                                                           
31 See paragraph 132 of the report of the Commission at its second Session 
32 E/CN.14/24. 
33 See paragraph 136 of the report of the Commission at its second Session. 



2. Requests the Executive Secretary to arrange, in cooperation and in agreement with the executive 

secretaries of the other regional economic commissions, in-service training for African economists 

and statisticians; 

3. Further requests the Executive Secretary to report to the Commission at its third session on the 

establishment of in-service training for African economists at the Commission's headquarters in Addis 

Ababa. 

17th meeting, 

4 February 1960. 

 

17 (II). Training facilities available to African States34 

The Economic Commission for Africa, 

Noting with appreciation the study made by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 

Organization, at the request of the Executive Secretary, on training facilities in Africa,35 

Considering that the rate of progress of economic development in Africa requires an increasing 

number of economists, statisticians, public administrators, managers of industries and other 

professional, technical and skilled personnel at all levels, 

Recognizing that the training of African staff is important for filling the gap in the supply of necessary 

skills required for the formulation and execution of economic development programmes, 

Realizing that it is more desirable and practical to train Africans in the above specialties on the 

continent of Africa, 

Aware of the availability of the facilities and resources of the United Nations technical assistance 

programme and the Special Fund for the establishment, expansion and strengthening of training 

institutions, 

1. Requests the Executive Secretary to take the proper steps at the earliest possible opportunity to 

consult with colleges, universities, research institutions and other appropriate organizations in Africa 

regarding arrangements for the training of African staff in the field of economic development; 

2. Further requests the Executive Secretary to study the possibilities of enlarging and strengthening 

existing institutions or establishing new institutions at the sub-regional level for the purpose of 

undertaking the accelerated training of African staff at all levels. 

17th meeting, 

4 February 1960. 

 

18 (II). Programme of work and priorities for 1960- 196136 

The Economic Commission for Africa, 

Having examined the draft programme of work and priorities for 1960-1961 submitted by the 

Executive Secretary,37 

                                                           
34 See paragraph 137 of the report of the Commission at its second Session. 
35 E/CN.14/35 and Add. 1-3. 
36 See paragraph 138 of the report of the Commission at its second Session. 
37 E/CN.14/36. 



Bearing in mind the terms of reference of the Commission, 

Considering the importance of the inter-relationship of the economic and social factors of 

development, 

Recognizing the urgent need of all African countries and territories for rapid economic and social 

development, 

I. Approves with satisfaction the work programme submitted by the Executive Secretary, as amended 

by the Committee on the Programme of Work and Priorities and by the resolutions adopted by the 

Commission at its second session; 

2. Requests the Executive Secretary, in the execution of the programme for 1960-1961, to pay 

particular attention to the following priorities which reflect urgent needs in the economic and social 

development of African states and territories: 

(a) Problems of the traditional backward sectors of African economies (agriculture and handicrafts) 

and their integration into the modern sectors of the national economies; 

(b) Problems of industrialization and transportation in African states and territories in their national 

and regional context; 

(c) Problems of stabilization of commodity prices, studies of the measures which may be adopted at 

the national or regional level to meet fluctuations of world prices and reports on international action in 

this field, including analysis of the effects of such action on African producers; 

(d) Problems of the rapid training of staff at all levels; 

(e) Problems connected with the social aspects of economic development; 

(f) Problems of financing economic development; 

(g) Problems arising from the lack of adequate statistical data and research. 

17th meeting, 

4 February 1960 

 

19 (II). Concerted action38 

The Economic Commission for Africa, 

Bearing in mind that the terms of reference of the Commission, particularly paragraph I(a), 

specifically request the Commission to "initiate and participate in measures for facilitating concerted 

action for the economic development of Africa, including its social aspects", 

Recalling that the Commission at its first session attached the highest priority to concerted action 

projects in its work programme as indicated, in paragraphs 42 to 48 of the report on the first session39 

the necessary first steps in this direction, 

Noting paragraph 6 of the Executive Secretary's memorandum on the programme of work and 

priorities for 1960-1961,40 

                                                           
38 See paragraph 138 of the report of the Commission at its second Session. 
39 E/3201 
40 E/CN.14/36. 



Noting further that in other regions of the world a number of concerted action projects are being 

implemented under the auspices of the regional economic commissions concerned, with the assistance 

of the United Nations technical assistance programme and/or the Special Fund (for example, the 

economic integration of Central America under the auspices of the Economic Commission for Latin 

America, and the development of the Lower Mekong River Basin under the auspices of the Economic 

Commission for Asia and the Far East), 

1. Affirms that the adoption by the Commission of the programme of work and priorities is indicative 

of the desire of members and associate members to undertake programmes of concreted action within 

the Commission's terms of reference; 

2. Recommends that the Executive Secretary proceed with the implementation of programmes for 

concreted action mentioned in paragraphs 42 to 48 of the report on the first session in keeping with 

the programme of work and priorities adopted by the Commission and in this regard calls upon all 

members and associate members and, in particular, the Governments of territories concerned to 

cooperate fully with the Executive Secretary to enable him to achieve the objectives of the Economic 

Commission for Africa; 

3. Expresses the hope that in carrying out concreted action projects the Governments of countries and 

territories concerned will, when necessary, request jointly, in consultation with and through the 

Executive Secretary, appropriate technical assistance from the United Nations in order to secure the 

resources and personnel implementation of the concerned action projects of the Commission. 

17th meeting, 

4 February 1960 

 

20 (ll). Recruitment of staff for the Economic Commission for Africa41 

The Economic Commission for Africa, 

Noting with appreciation the efforts of the Executive Secretary in establishing a highly competent 

secretariat of international civil servants to carry out the work of the Commission, 

Realizing the difficulties that he has encountered in the recruitment of staff, particularly from African 

countries and territories, 

Requests the Governments of member and associate member States to render every assistance 

necessary to facilitate the task of the Executive Secretary in the recruitment of staff particularly of 

Africans, including a number of younger officers for in-service training, either on secondment or 

career appointment - for the secretariat of the Economic Commission for Africa. 

18th meeting, 

5 February 1960 

 

21 (II). Thanks to His Majesty the King of Morocco and the Government and People of 

Morocco42 

The Economic Commission for Africa, 

                                                           
41 See paragraph 139 of the report of the Commission at its second Session. 
42 See paragraph 142 of the report of the Commission at its second Session. 



Conscious of the desire of His Majesty Mohamed V, King of Morocco, to see Africa cooperate in 

dignity with the rest of the world, 

Desirous of expressing to His Majesty, His Government and the Moroccan people its warm gratitude 

for the excellent welcome accorded to it and for the efficient arrangements which have contributed to 

the full success of its proceedings, 

Expresses its respectful homage to His Majesty King Mohamed V and sincere thanks to His 

Government and the Moroccan people, and reiterates its most ardent wishes for the happiness of 

Morocco and Africa and the advance of all Africans to a free, prosperous and democratic life. 

19th meeting, 

6 February 1960. 

 

22 (II). Tribute to His Majesty the Emperor of Ethiopia and Government and People of 

Ethiopia43 

The Economic Commission for Africa, 

Realizing the constant interest of His Imperial Majesty Haile Selassie I, Emperor of Ethiopia, in all its 

proceedings and the work of its secretariat, 

Conscious of the full encouragement and effective assistance constantly lavished on its secretariat by 

His Imperial Majesty Haile Selassie I, 

Expresses its deep gratitude and sincere thanks to His Imperial Majesty Haile Selassie I, His 

Government and the Ethiopian people. 

19th meeting. 

6 February 1960. 

 

                                                           
43 Ibid. 




