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I. Introduction

1. The objective of this document is to provide an overview of the implementation

of the ECA's 2006-2007 work programme in statistics. The work programme

under review was presented during the last Committee on development

Information (CODI) meeting. We will also underline the amendments to the work

programme that occurred following the upgrading of the statistical function from

a team within a division, to a division called the African Centre for Statistics

(ACS). The presentation of this report is as follows. After the introduction, the

second section presents the 2006-2007 work programme and its implementation.

The third section presents additional activities due to the upgrading of the

statistical function to a division level. The fourth section reviews the resources

used to implement statistical activities at ECA while the fifth section deals with

the proposed work programme for the biennium 2008-2009 and finally, the last

section draws attention to issues for consideration by the subcommittee.

II. The Work Programme 2006-2007 and its implementation

Categories

Parliamentary

documentation

Servicing of Experts

Bodies

Recurrent

publications

Non-recurrent

publications

Booklet, information

kits

Special events

Approved activities

1. Progress report on the

RRSF

2. Report on the 1993 SNA

3. Advisory board on

statistics in Africa (2006,

2007)

4. African Statistical

Yearbook (2006,2007)

5. Measurement of informal

sector

6. Themes, posters, press

communique of the

African Statistics Day

(2006,2007)

7. Statistical information kit

8. Celebration of the African

Statistics Day (2006,

2007)

9. Forum on African

Statistical Development

(FASDEV2007)

Implementation

Status

Done

Done

Done

2006: Done

2007:

ongoing

ongoing

ASD:

2006: Done

2007:

ongoing

Done

ASD:

2006: Done

2007:

ongomg

FASDEV:

ongoing
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Technical materials

Technical

cooperation

10. Development of ECA

Statistical Database

(StatBase)

11. Advisory services

12. Fellowship, Internships

13. Field project on 1993

SNA

Done

Done

Done

Not started

The 2006-2007 WP is subdivided into eight (8) categories and comprises seventeen (17)

deliverable outputs. As of 30th April 2007, ten (10) activities have been implemented, resulting in
an implementation rate of 59 percent. The summary of activities implemented is in the annex 1

of the present document. The ACS is well on track in implementing the remaining activities

including:

a) 2007 Edition of the African Statistical Yearbook: expected in September 2007

b) Themes, posters, press communique of the 2007 African Statistics Day: expected in

October 2007

c) Celebration of the 2007 African Statistics Day: 18 November 2007

d) Forum on African Statistical Development (FASDEV 2007): to be determined

e) Field project on 1993 SNA: not started, subject to availability of extra-budgetary

resources

III. Creation of the ACS and Additional Activities to the 2006-2007 work

programme

The recommendations of ABSA, FASDEV and CODI, and the creation of a new division in

charge of statistics at ECA, the ACS, have created new demands resulting in the following

additional activities:

a) Publications

(i) Strategic Business Plan for the Development of Statistics (done);

(ii) RRSF (editing and printing) (done);

(iii) ASYB (new design) (done);

(iv) Population and Housing Censuses Activities in the African Region: Key

Issues and Challenges (done);

(v) Employment Measurement in Household Surveys;
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(vi) Survey methodology for the African Governance Report (AGR); and

(vii) Handbook on gender satellite account.

b) Technical cooperation

(viii) South Sudan, population census (done);

(ix) Seminar on resource mobilization for the 2010 RPHC;

(x) Seminar on national account;

(xi) Group training on gender statistics;

c) Intra-divisional cooperation

(xii) Intra-divisional cooperation, SCAN-ICT, Development information; and

(xiii) Knowledge management: Statistics Community of Practice (ongoing).

d) Development account projects:

(xiv)Gender development account project, with ACGSD;

(xv) SADC development account project (ongoing);

(xvi)ECOWAS development account project final steering committee (done);

and

(xvii) UNESCAP/ESCWA project Informal Sector (ongoing).

e) Expert Group Meetings (EGM), Workshops and special events

(xviii) EGM on household survey (done);

(xix)Workshops and events organized by partners: AU, AfDB, UN; and

(xx) Two Africa Symposia on Statistical Development (ASSD) (done).

IV. Resources Used to Achieve the Statistical Activities at ECA

The ACS has delivered the outputs described above with the following staffing situation:

a) Five regular budget professional statistician's posts;

b) One post of regional adviser on Organization and Management of National Statistical

Systems (OMNSS) funded under the regular programme for technical cooperation;
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c) A statistical database specialist;

d) Six statistical assistants; and

e) An administrative assistant, four secretaries and a clerk.

The activities were mainly implemented under extra-budgetary resources.

V. Proposed Work Programme 2008-2009

The programme of work has been formulated by drawing upon the "Strategic Business Plan

2007-2009 of the ACS that takes into account the recommendations of major initiatives to

revamp the statistical function at ECA including ABSA, FASDEV, past CODI meetings, the

RRSF and the friends of ECA. Statistics is the subprogramme 9 of ECA and is under the

responsibility ofthe African Centre for Statistics.

The 2008-2009 work programme has a total 26 outputs, an increase of 53 percent as compared to

the preceding biennium. It is characterized by the first meeting of StatCom Africa in 2008 and

bigger emphasis on technical cooperation. A narrative ofthe work programme is in the annex 2.



Page 7

Categories

(a)Substantive

Servicing of

intergovernmental

and expert bodies

(b) Other substantive

activities

(c) Technical

cooperation

Subcategories

Subsidiary body in

charge of statistics

Parliamentary

documentation

Servicing of Experts

Bodies

Recurrent

publications

Non-recurrent

publications

Booklet, information

kits

Special events

Group trainings

Fellowship

Field projects

Outputs

1. First session of StatCom Africa

2. Progress report on statistical

coordination and harmonization

in Africa;

3. Report on statistical capacity

building in Africa;

4. Expert Group Meetings on

Censuses (2008,2009);

5. Advisory board on statistics in

Africa (2009)

6. African Statistical Yearbook

(2008,2009)

7. Handbook on census planning

and enumeration (2008);

8. Handbook on census data

processing, analysis and

dissemination (2009);

9. Themes, posters, press

communiques of the African

Statistics Day (2008, 2009);

10. Celebration of the African

Statistics Day (2008, 2009);

11. Forum on African Statistical

Development (2008, 2009);

12. Four workshops on censuses (2

in 2008,2 in 2009);

13. Workshop on statistical training

and curricula harmonization

(2009);

14. African Symposium on

Statistical Development (2008);

15. Five visiting scholars, fellows

and interns

16. Household surveys, Censuses,

Gender statistics and national

accounts;

17. Statistical harmonization;

18. Support to NSDS

implementation and data

management.
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VI. Issues for Consideration by the Subcommittee

The Subcommittee may wish to provide its view, and recommendations on the following issues:

(i) Implementation ofthe programmed output 2006-2007;

(ii) The implementation of the remaining part of the work programme 2006-2007;

and

(iii) The 2008-2009 statistical programme.
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Annex 1: Summary descriptions of the activities implemented in 2006-2007

Servicing of Intergovernmental and Expert Bodies and special events

Second Forum on African Statistical Development (FASDEVII), 9 to 10 February 2006 in

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

The main theme of this second Forum was the review and endorsement of the Reference

Regional Strategic Framework for Statistical Capacity Building in Africa (RRSF), as a guide for

African statistical development for the next ten years. The forum endorsed the RRSF and

discussed current and planned statistical programmes to support and boost the RRSF, and

Partners' support to statistical capacity building in Africa.

Third annual meeting ofthe Advisory Board on Statistics in Africa, 13-14 June 2006

Celebration ofthe African Statistics Day (2006)y 18 November 2006

The theme of the 2006 ASD was: NSDS, Statistical Planning at the service of dynamic

development. The ACS jointly with the Ethiopian Central Statistical Office celebrated the 2006

ASD at the Africa Hall (ECA Headquarters). The major partners of the ACS were also

represented. The ECA was represented by its subregional office in North Africa at the three-day

open door, organized by the NSO of Morocco to celebrate the ASD. A special celebration was

organized in Angola, with the participation of the ECA's Executive Secretary, to raise awareness

onthe2010RPHC.

Fourth annual meeting of the Advisory Board on Statistics in Africa, 30 April 2007 (as a pre-

CODI-5 event)

Parliamentary documentations to CODI-5:

Report on the RRSF implementation

Report on the 1993 SNA

Publications

African Statistical Yearbook 2006: The yearbook is now produced in one volume instead of five

in the previous editions. Data collection missions were undertaken in selected countries (Zambia,

Botswana, Nigeria, Cameroon and Morocco) and regional economic commissions (COMESA,

SADC, ECOWAS, Arab Maghreb Union (AMU)).

Study on the Management ofNational Statistical Offices, December 2006

Strategic and Business Planfor the Development ofStatistics (2007-2009), February 2007
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Population and Housing Censuses Activities in the African Region: Key Issues and Challenges,
January 2007

Booklets, Pamphlets,...

Promotional materialsfor the African Statistics Day (2006): the posters of the ASD were done in

four languages: Arabic, English, French and Portuguese. The materials of the ASD were

disseminated with the light version ofthe RRSF (English and French) and the hard and soft

copies ofthe RRSF (English and French).

Technical Materials

ECA Statistical Database (StatBase) is now usedfor the production ofthe ASYB. The database

will soon beput into production.

ACS website is accessiblefrom: www.uneca.org/statistics

Ad-hoc Expert Group Meetings, Conferences and Seminars

2006 Africa Symposium on Statistical Development: The 2010 Round ofPopulation & Housing

Censuses, 30 January - 2 February 2006, Cape Town, South Africa;

The Symposium was a significant step for the continent towards preparing successfully for the

forthcoming censuses. The Symposium witnessed the participation of the Minister of Finance of

South Africa, the Honourable Trevor Manuel and the Executive Secretary of the ECA, Mr.

Abdoulie Janneh. Mr Janneh reiterated the commitment of the ECA to be actively involved in

regional and global processes of strengthening capacity building in population statistics and to

lead member States to build consensus on critical issues related to the 2010 round of population

and housing censuses.

Meeting ofHeads ofNational Statistical Offices, February 6-8, 2006, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia;

The ECA organized a meeting ofthe heads ofNational Statistical Offices, back to back with the

second meeting ofFASDEV, to prepare the African position on the major issues ofdiscussion at

the 37th UN Statistical Commission.

The meeting ofthe Friends ofECA in statistical development, 1 to 3 April 2006, Pretoria, South

Africa.

The Friends of ECA convened their first meeting in Pretoria, South Africa, from 1 to 3 April

2006. The main purpose ofthe meeting was to come up with a proposal of a programme ofwork

for the Africa Symposia in Statistical Development and the ECA in order to fulfill the

commitments made by the Executive Secretary of the latter, and to ensure its leadership and

coordination role in line with the resolutions of the Cape Town Symposium. Moreover, the

meeting considered an advocacy strategy towards the African Conference of Ministers of
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Finance, Planning, and Economic Development that took place in Ouagadougou from 10 to 15

May 2006.

Expert group meeting on Measurement ofEmployment Indicators in Household Surveys, 11-15

December 2006, South Africa

An expert group meeting on Measurement of Employment Indicators in Household Surveys in

collaboration with Statistics South Africa, to share information on the various survey

programmes in Africa and how they are used for estimating employment indicators; to revisit the

concepts and definitions relating to employment in the framework of the Knowledge economy,

and to discuss strategies in order to build an African Network on Household surveys and

Censuses.

2007 Africa Symposium on Statistical Development theme: Africa counts: towards a complete

enumeration ofthe African Population during the 2010 RPHC, 15-18 January 2007

Internship

Two interns from the ENSEA Statistics Training Center (Ecole Nationale Superieure de

Statistique et d'Economie Appliquee), prepared their thesis under ACS's staff supervision on the

themes:

a) Elaboration of a statistical development index;

b) Informal sector in national account.

Contributions to activities organized by partners:

The Meeting ofthe Committeefor the Coordination ofStatistical Activities, 6 March 2006, New

York;

The meeting on the Statistical Programmes ofthe regional Commissions and the United Nations

Statistics Division, 6 March 2006, New York;

The meeting took note of major progress made by the ECA in terms of the contribution to the

work of the 2010 RPHC and particularly the substantive contribution to the update of the

principles and recommendations ofthe 2010 RPHC as well as the commitment made by ECA in
helping countries to participate in this round of censuses. The meeting also discussed the
implementation of two main development account projects: "Interregional Cooperation on the

Measurement of the Informal Sector and Informal Employment" and "Strengthening Statistical

Capacity-building in Support of the Millennium Development Goals in the Southern African

Development Community (SADC) Region."

The Meeting of the Committee for the Coordination of Statistical Activities (CCSA), 6 March

2006, New York,

The seventh meeting of CCSA took note of the report prepared by OECD on "The Statistical

Data and Metadata Exchange" (SDMX) Initiative. The Committee took note of the discussion on
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how to address the issue of coordination of capacity building activities among CCSA members.

In this regard, following the presentation of the light report on coordination of capacity building

in Africa by PARIS21, the Committee requested that an in depth analysis be prepared by the

primary sponsor of the Forum on African Statistical Development (FASDEV) and be presented

and discussed to the forthcoming meeting ofthe CCSA in September 2006 in Montreal.

The 37th Session ofthe United Nations Statistical commission (New York, USA, 2006);

The Secretariat attended the 37th UN Statistical Commission annual meeting where it presented
the African position on emerging issues in statistical development. The key item on the agenda

was the programme review on industrial statistics. The Commission also reviewed the reports on

distributive trade statistics, integrated economic statistics, national accounts, classifications, the

international comparison programme, environmental accounting, energy statistics and social

statistics.

Continental seminar on the harmonization ofconcepts, methodologies and statistical

frameworks, 3 to 6 April 2006, Nairobi, Kenya;

Training workshopfor African implementers ofthe United Nations Handbook on Nonprofit

Institutions in the System ofNational Accounts, 21 to 22 March 2006, Maputo, Mozambique

The ECA Statistics Team was also represented at the training workshop for African

implementers of the United Nations Handbook on Nonprofit Institutions in the System of

National Accounts in Maputo, Mozambique on March 21-22, 2006, co-organized by the Johns

Hopkins Centre for Civil Society Studies (JHU/CCSS) and the United Nations Volunteers

(UNV), Mozambique. Six African countries (Ghana, Kenya, Mozambique, Nigeria, Uganda,

Zimbabwe) were represented.

Continental seminar on the harmonization ofconcepts, methodologies and statistical

frameworks, 3 to 6 April 2006, Nairobi, Kenya

The ECA provided substantive contributions to the continental seminar on the harmonization of

concepts, methodologies and statistical frameworks co-hosted by the Association of African

Central Banks (AACB) and the Central Bank of Kenya at the Kenya School of Monetary Studies

(KSMS) on April 3-6, 2006. The meeting discussed issues for harmonization of macroeconomic

and statistical concepts and observance ofthe agreed convergence criteria, which will lead to the

establishment of a single currency in Africa. At its 26th ordinary session held in Algiers in

September 2002, the Assembly of Governors of the Association of African Central Banks

(AACB) adopted the African Monetary Co-operation Programme (AMCP). The implementation

of this Programme is expected'to lead to the establishment of a single monetary zone with a

common currency and a common Central Bank at the continental level, by the year 2021.

Seminar on harmonization ofstatistics in Africa, Africa Union, Bamako, from 28 to 29

September 2006

The main objectives of the seminar were: The need to clarify the critical roles in statistical

development of the AUC, the ECA, and the AfDB, as well as that of organizations outside the
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continent: The AUC was seen as the overall coordinator at the political level while ECA and

AfDB are the providers of technical assistance in this endeavour; and the need to strengthen the

coordination mechanism between the AUC, the AfDB and the ECA. The meeting recommended

that: The AUC, the ECA, and the AfDB should put in place an African Statistical System; The

AUC, in consultation with the ECA and AfDB should draft an African Statistics Charter The

Charter would apply to all Member States and African Institutions and would help clarify the

critical roles of the AUC, the AfDB and the ECA, as well as that of organizations from outside

the continent.

Scientific Council ofAfristat, Bamako, Mali, 4 to 5 October 2006

The ACS attended the 11th session ofAfristat (Observatoire de Statistique et d'Economie pour

1'Afrique Sub-saharienne).

Inter Agency Meeting on the MDGs Indicators, Geneva, Switzerlandfrom 13 to 16 November

2006

The purpose of the Inter Agency Meeting on the MDGs Indicators was to: Review the proposed

revisions ofMDGs indicators; Review the proposed set ofnew MDGs indicators; Review of data

availability on the proposed new indicators for regional and trend analysis; Make final

recommendations on the revised list of MDGs indicators; and Address methodological issues in

the preparation of MDGs indicators for global monitoring. Furthermore, the purpose of the

Expert Group Meeting on the MDGs Indicators was: to assess country capacity to monitor

progress towards the MDGs; to identify priorities and develop strategies to improve data on

MDGs indicators; to improve reporting mechanisms from national statistical systems to

international agencies; to improve metadata for MDGs indicators; and to improve methodologies

for the production ofMDGs indicators for global monitoring.

Expert Group Meeting on Measuring International Migration, New York, from 4 to 7 December

2006

ACS participated in the Expert Group Meeting on Measuring International Migration organized

by UNSD at UN Headquarters in New York, from 4 to 7 December 2006.



Page 14

Annex 2: Work Programme 2008-2009

Subprogramme 9: African Centre for Statistics (UNECA)

Statistics

This subprogramme is under the responsibility of the African Centre for Statistics.

The programme of work has been formulated by drawing upon subprogramme 9 of

the programme 14 ofthe biennial programme plan for the period 2008-2009.

Objectives for the biennium, expected accomplishments, indicators of

achievement and performance measures

Objective of the Organization: to improve the production, dissemination and use of

key demographic, social, economic and environmental statistics, including the

Millennium Development Goals indicators, in accordance with internationally agreed

standards and good practices, as well as to promote the implementation ofthe new

Reference Regional Strategic Framework for Statistical Capacity-building in Africa

Expected accomplishments Indicators of achievement

(a) Enhanced statistical capacities of

member States to improve economic

management and tracking progress towards

the achievement ofnationally and

internationally agreed development goals,

including those contained in the United

Nations Millennium Declaration and in the

outcomes ofthe major United Nations

conferences and international agreements

since 1992

(b) Enhanced capacity for the collection of

sex-disaggregated and gender-responsive

statistics in socio-economic groups

(a) (i) Increased number of statistical

agencies compiling the minimum

required dataset and complying with

the 1993 System ofNational

Accounts

Performance measures:

Baseline 2004-2005: 22

Estimate 2006-2007: 26

Target 2008-2009: 30

(ii) Increased number of countries

that have adopted and implemented

the national strategy for the

development of statistics

Performance measures:

Baseline 2004-2005: 0

Estimate 2006-2007: 3

Target 2008-2009: 29

(b) Increased percentage ofparticipants

and stakeholders in workshops and

seminars organized by ECA who

indicate their increased knowledge in

the collection and use of sex-

disaggregated and gender-responsive
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statistics;

Performance measures'.

Baseline 2004-2005: 11%

Estimate 2006-2007: 19%

Target 2008-2009: 29%

External factors

The African Centre for Statistics (ACS) provision of adequate backing to member

States is expected to achieve its objective and expected accomplishments on the

assumption that (i) member States and their National Statistical Systems (NSS)

secure adequate human and financial resources for statistical operations, including

censuses, undertaking surveys and national accounts, and countries' senior officials

are supportive of the National Strategies for the Development of Statistics (NSDS);

(ii) partners, including the African Development Bank (AfDB), the African Union

Commission (AUC), regional economic communities (RECs), regional and

subregional organizations extend full cooperation in the harmonization and

coordination of statistical activities and supportive of ECA leadership in the

implementation ofthe reference regional strategic framework (RRSF).

Outputs

During the biennium 2008-2009, the following outputs will be delivered:

(a) Substantive servicing of intergovernmental and expert bodies (regular budget):

(i) Substantive servicing of the first session ofthe Committee on Statistics

(StatCom) (2008);

(ii) Parliamentary documentation: two progress reports to StatCom on:

statistical coordination and harmonization in Africa; implementation of

statistical capacity building activities in Africa;

(iii) Three ad-hoc expert group meetings: censuses planning and enumeration
for the 2010 Round of Population and Housing Censuses (2008);

census data processing, analysis and dissemination for the 2010 Round

of Population and Housing Censuses (2009); Advisory Board on

Statistics in Africa (ABSA) (2009);

(b) Other substantive activities (regular budget/extra budgetary):

(i) Recurrent publications: African statistical yearbook (one in 2008 and one

in 2009);
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(ii) Non-recurrent publications (2): Handbook on census planning and

enumeration (2008); Handbook on census data processing, analysis and

dissemination (2009);

(iii) Booklets, pamphlets, fact sheets, wall charts, and information kits:

promotional material for the African Statistical Day, including posters,

press communiques, audio and video, DVD information kits (one in 2008

and one in 2009);

(iv) Special events: African Statistical Day (one in 2008 and one in 2009);

Forum on African Statistical Development (FASDEV) (one in 2008 and

one in 2009);

(c) Technical cooperation (regular budget/extra budgetary):

(i) Group training (seminars, workshops, symposia): two four-day

workshops for approximately 15 professionals on census planning and

enumeration for the 2010 Regional Programme of Population and

Housing census (RPHC) for English and French speaking countries (one

in 2008 and one in 2009); two four-day workshops for approximately 15

professionals on census data processing, analysis and dissemination for

English and French speaking countries for the 2010 RPHC (one in 2008

and one in 2009); one three-day seminar for approximately 25

professionals on statistical training for curricula harmonization and

development (2008); one five-day African Symposium for Statistical

Development (ASSD) for approximately 25 professionals (2008);

(ii) Fellowships: five visiting scholars, fellows and interns to enhance

statistical capacity ofmember States and RECs;

(iii)Field projects:

a. Increase the capabilities of member States and regional economic

communities to develop and compile gender disaggregated data and

gender satellite accounts from household surveys, population censuses

and national accounts; the projects will consist of fellowships, group

trainings, pilot studies and advisory services.

b. Statistical harmonization and coordination with consideration to

gender perspective, through the implementation of international

standard and classification, including the 1993 System of National

Accounts (1993 SNA) and the principles and recommendation (P&R)

for the 2010 round of population and housing censuses (RPHC) and,

the international merchandise trade statistics (IMTS). The project will

focus on the provision of technical assistance, pilot studies, advisory

services, networking and support to the ASSD;

c. Supporting member States to design and implement national

strategy for the development of statistics (NSDS) and to develop and
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maintain national and sub regional data management systems and

databases, for tracking progress towards MDGs.




