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PREAMBLE

The ECA Conference ofMinisters,

the development of statistics in Africa over the last

thirty (30) years,

the current statistical capacities in African countries,

major factors determining success or failure of the

performance of national statistical services,

Stressing the strategic role of quantitative analysis for improving

decision-makingfor sustainable development,

Mindful that data demands to formulate, monitor and evaluate

policy reforms and development plans are increasing,

Noting with great concern the continuing low profile accorded to

national statistical services and deteriorating conditions ofservice,

Concerned about a lack of consideration of national plans and

priorities as well as some duplication in internationally sponsored

statistical development programmes,

ecognizing the collective commitment of African Planners,

Statisticians and Demographers to accelerate self-reliant, social and

economic development for the well-being ofAfrican peoples,

Adopts thefollowing Plan ofActionfor Statistical Development in

Africa in the 1990s.
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Principles and Objectives

1. Statistics is a vital tool in national development planning.

2. African statistical services need to become fully self-reliant.

3. Statistical programmes should respond to African

Governments' commitment to self-reliant development.

4. International co-operation and support in the field of statis

tics should respond to prioritiesand programmesofNation

al Statistical Services (NSS).

5. Adequate and reliable statistics are a pre-requisite for

designing, monitoring and evaluating projects.

6. Increased communication at all times between users and

producers of statistics is an important resource in itself

which, once started, would generate additional resources

through the attractiveness of its product.

7. Any improvement of the statistical system constitutes an

integral part of economic and social development.

8. ECA should be recognized as the key regional institution

responsible for the development and promotionof statistics

in Africa.



Objectives

1. Toachieve national self-sufficiency in statistical proaucuon,
including the creation of a comprehensive national statisti

cal data base by the end of the century.

2. To improve the reliability and relevance of data produced
in African countries.

3. To undertake production of data required for formulating,

monitoring and evaluating programmes designed to

restructure and transform African economies.

4. To improve the timeliness in the production and dissemina

tion of statistical information.

5. To increase awareness of the importance of statistical infor
mation among users.

6. To strengthen and sustain statistical training programmes

at various levels and institutions.

7. To promote contact and dialogue amongst African Statis

ticians.

8. To encourage improvement in the organizational set-up of

the NSS and assure their autonomy.

9. To improve co-ordination of all statistical development

programmes at both national and international levels.



RECOMMENDATIONS

A. TOGOVERNMENTS-MEMBER STATES OF ECA

Statistical Development

1. A higher priority should be accorded to statistical ac

tivities and statistics should be seen as central to the

formulation of plans and strategies.

2. Adequate funding should be provided for statistical ac

tivities.

3. Assistance should be provided in the establishment of a

Statistical Development Fund with contributions from

the public as well as the private sector.

4. Governments should ensure that the legislation govern

ing the statistical services in their countries assures their

utmost effectiveness.

5. ECOWAS's 18th of November should be adopted as

African Statistics Day in order to increase public aware

ness for the important role which statistics play in all

aspects of social and economic life.

6. African governments are urged to continue to give sup

port to the African Statistical Association (AFSA).

Organisation of Statistical Services

7. The organizational structure of the NSS should be ex

amined carefully and, where necessary, restructured in

order to meet the various data needs.

8. In order to attractandretain suitablemanpowerGovern

mentsare urged to develop attractive schemes of service

for statisticians.



Work programme

9. The NSS should prepare longer term statistical develop

ment programmes (e.g. 5 or 10 years) in the context of

National DevelopmentPlans. Such programmes should

serve as a guide and framework for annual or biennial

national statistical work programmes.

10. A budget document showing details of inputs and final

outputs to be delivered by the NSS should be prepared

for each financial year.

Statistical Committees

11. Countries are requested to set up National Statistical

Councils composed of senior civil servants, repre

sentatives of universities, NGOs and the private sector.

Such a Council should act asan advisoryboard on policy

matters relating to statistical matters.

12. User/producer and producer/producer committees

should be reactivated in countries where they exist or

should be initiated in countries where they do not exist.

These committees enable exchange of views regarding

development of statistics, uses of available statistics and

the setting up of priorities for the country's statistical

activities.

Establishment of Statistical Priorities

13. In accordance with the Lagos Plan of Action and the

Final Act of Lagos, NSS should consider the following as

priority areas in future statistical programmes: food and

agriculture, industry, human resources, transport and

communications, trade and finance, environment, ener

gy, women and development, population and develop

ment and the informal sector.



Statistical Training

14. NSS and statistical training institutions at the national

level should organize specialized short-term training

courses in statistics.

15. NSS are urged to prepare and implement staff develop

ment programmes which would help them to fully util

ize available training facilities.

16. The linkage of NSS with statistical and other training

institutions should be encouraged, where absent, and

strengthened, where it exists.

17. All governments should give support to centres par

ticipating in the Statistical Training Programme for

Africa (STPA).

Seminars

18. National seminars covering specific or broad areas with

participation of civil service as well as research and

training institutions should be organized on a regular

basis and should beincluded in theprogramme ofwork.

Data Quality and Dissemination

19. In order to improve the quality of information collected,

NSS are requested to consider setting up in their offices

an organisational unit on methods and standards.

20. NSS are urged to ensure that data are published with

minimum delay.

21. As research is a vital element in statistical development,

NSS are encouraged to include research as an integral

part of their statistical activities



B. TO INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

22. UNDP and other multi-lateral and bi-lateral agencies are

urged to enhance the scope and implementation of the

ongoing Statistical Development Programme for Africa

(SDPA) and other programmes.

23. More effective use should be made of the ECA Joint

Conference of African Planners, Statisticians and

Demographers, the United Nations ACC Sub-Commit

tee on Statistical Activities and the Statistical Commis

sion as institutional arrangements to improve

co-ordination among international agencies.

24. ECA should take the initiative to convene a working

group meeting to further review and elaborate on the

principles, objectives and recommendations of this Plan

Of Action and formulate detailed strategies for its im

plementation.
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