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1. Introduction. 
1. During May 9-10, 2000, I undertook a mission to New York to attend and participate 
in the Meeting of the Executive Secretaries. 

2. The agenda for the Executive secretaries meeting was as follows involved exchange of 
views and information on regional meetings on Financing for Development Exchange of 
views also took place between the Executive Secretaries and the Executive coordinators for 
the Secretariat on Fill. Another issue in the agenda was exchange of views and information 
on preparations for the regional meetings/activities on Information Technology for 
Development. The age)1da also included a meeting with the Administrator of the UNDP on 
the draft Strategic Compact as well as issues for decision by Executive Secretaries on the draft 
Regional Cooperation Report. 

3. The substantive meetings of the Executive Secretaries were led by Jo E Butler who 
represented the ECA. The proceedings of the meetings are provided in her report. My main 
role in the meetings was to represent the ECA and assist in the meetings of the Economic 
Survey and also in discussions on the Financing for Development (Fill). A schedule of the 
specific meetings is attached. 

II. Meeting of the Survey Chiefs and Staff of Development Policy Analysis Division 
(DPAD), DESA: May 9, 2000. 

4. The meeting was chaired by Mr. Ian Kinniburgh, Chief of DPAD who was 
accompanied by staff from his Division. The commissions were represented by Nazem 
Abdalla (ESCW A), Geoffrey Mwau (ECA), Paul Rayment (ECE), Barbara Stallings 
(ECALAC) and Sivasankaran Thampi (ESCAP). Mr. Kinisburgh started by noting that the 
previous meeting in Lausanne was very useful and had succeeded in bringing the various 
Chiefs of Surveys and the DPAD together to identify areas of cooperation as well as in 
establishing a network through which they could exchange ideas and information on what 
they were doing. 

5. The meeting focused on the following issues: content and structure of the surveys, 
data issues, output and dissemination issues, new mechanisms for cooperation as well as 
mobility and exchange of staff. 

6. Regarding the content of the Surveys, one of the key issues raised was whether the 
documents should be anal)1ical or whether they should merely report economic and social 
developments in the region for the reporting period. The meeting agreed that the surveys 
should have some anal)1ical content. I pointed out that one way of addressing the issue was to 
include an analytical chapter in the survey as had been the case with the current ECA's 
Economic Survey which was drawn from the new orientation of our Economic Report on 
Africa (ERA). The analytical chapter would usually identify a theme or a special topic to 
address. 

7. The meeting also discussed data issues relating to the survey. It was pointed out that 
the in some cases. the data from the commissions were not consistent with what the DPAD 
had obtained from the member countries. Also, in cases where the surveys included some 
projections, the data were not always consistent. It was agreed that the commissions and 
DPAD needed to network more closely and ensure that the commissions provided their dralt 
surveys to the DPAD before publication so that any inconsistencies could be eliminated. 



8. Another issue that was addressed at the meeting was the need to establish new 
mechanisms for cooperation snch as through a web site where each commission could post 
their documents and any other relevant information. In this connection. the ECA was 
requested to post the Survey in the Commission's web page. Another idea raised at the 
meeting was for the commissions to explore the possibility of establishing a network of 
professionals for the purpose of facilitating mobility and exchange of staff. It was felt that. 
staff at the commissions did not have the same opportunities for mobility as in headquarters 
and establishing such a network among the commissions would be one way of addressing this 
prohlem. 

1II. Meeting of the Economic Survey Team May 10,2000. 

9. Along side the meetings of the Executive Secretaries of May, 10,2000, the Economic 
Survey Team met to discuss how they would organize the regional meetings on FID and the 
key issues that would he addressed. Earlier, the Economic Survey Team had accompanied the 
Executives Secretaries to the meeting with the Bureau for the Preparatory Committee on FID. 
At the meeting, the Bureau noted that the agenda and expected outcome of the FID 
conference was still not clear. The bureau expressed hope that the regional meetings would 
help to shape and influence the structure as well as the agenda for the conference through 
their own contributions which should reflect the problems and priorities in each region. 

10. The Economic Survey Team met to discuss further how the regional commissions 
could influence the structure of the conference. At the meeting, we presented the key issues 
that were of importance to each region and then tried to identify common issues that were 
relevant for all the commissions. I pointed out that in the case of the ECA, we had already 
addressed the issues of FID during our Joint Conference of Ministers of Finance and Planning 
last year. I noted that some of the key issues that came out the conference were the need to 
mobilize domestic resources and especially capital flight; the problem of declining aDA and 
indebtedness; the international financial architecture; Africa's inability to attract significant 
FDI despite the economic reforms that had been undertaken in the region. 

II. Regarding FDl, the key problem was that there were large variations across and ",ithin 
countries in each of the regions. FDI tended to be more in countries with natural resources and 
did not necessarily go to high value added sectors. As a result some countries had been 
marginalized. On domestic resource mobilization, the key problem was low domestic savings 
rates and capital flight. 

12. It was felt that if the Regional Commissions were to be able to influence the structure 
of the conference, they needed to identify a number of common core issues that should be 
addressed by all the Regional Commissions. We identified and agreed on the following core 
Issues: 

• Mobilization of domestic resources and strengthening/establishing viable domestic 
financial institutions. 

• The international financial infrastructure and especially the problems associated with 
volatile short-term capital movements. 

• Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) how best to attract it and ensure that it contributes to 
sustainable development. 

13. The meeting of Economic Survey Team also discussed the structure of the reports 
from the Commission. It was felt that a well balanced secretariat report was desirable and this 
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should be accompanied by an executive summary. Also it was felt that the length of the report 
should not be more than 25 pages. 

14. It was felt that in order for the commissions to coordinate their actlvltles and 
preparations for the conference, there was need for a contact persoll in each of the regions. 
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9-10 May 2000 

Tuesdav.9 !\Iav 

10.00~lLI5 Meeting of the Executive Secretaries (RCNYO) 

t "-,' 

12.00 1.00 Meeting of the "Sub-Committee" of ECIESA on 
Financing for Development (DESA, RCs, UNCTAD, 
and UNDP only) - DC2-.!.:t Floor Conference Room 

*3.00 - 4.00 

6.30-8.30 

Wednesday. 10 Mav 

9.30 10.30 
(possibly to be 
extended to 11.00) 

11.00 ~ 1.00 

3.15-3.45 

4.00 p.m. 

Meeting of the Executive Secretaries 
-RCNYO 

Reception in honour of Messrs Berthelot and Mooy 
to be hosted by RCNYO 
- 11 York Ave., Apt. ll-J (bet. 63'" and 64th Sts.) 

tel. (212) 752-4451 

Meeting of the Executive Secretaries with the Bureau 
of the Prep Com for Financing for Development 
(Conference Room 7) 

Meeting of the Executive Secretaries 
-RCNYO 

Meeting of the Executive Secretaries 
. RCNYO 

Meeting of the Executive Secretaries with the 
UNDP Administrator 
. DCI-2128 

* Meetmg of Survey Chiefs and staff with Ian Kinniburgh and staff 
to review issues relating to the global and regional surveys - DC2-2315 


