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THE ROLE OF & DOCULETTE
DEVELOP,ENT:  PaADIS IT“

Foninnoirons

1. A docunentation and infermation sysiem 18 nc more than » collection of
recorded communications of twwman knowledge as contained in Looks, learnad
journals, soverrment publications, etc. and which “ave been processed and
organized for the use and scientists, humanists, sciolars, professional men,
nolicy makers, govarmment officials, etc. Iu short, it can be described as

more or less a tradizional library whose value hac been enhanced and transformed
by means of the computer. The computer has made it rossible for ddta relatine

to these recovded communications to e wade available almost instantlv by uushine
a button. Computer technology and srace technology have helped in no small
measure to make universally available to those who wish the whole stock of human
kncwledge, without which scientific and techinolosical inrovation is hardiy
possible. There is a definite correlation between availability of knowledge
(information) and scientific aund technological development. TFor it is by
building on the achisvemenis of the predecessors which are transmitted through
books and articles iu learned journals (communications) that present day research
workers and imventors make current breakthrouzhs. In short, the deveioped countries
of the world have reached their piesent socio eccnomic pedestal through the
dissemination of information in different fields of endeavour. Countries that
aspire economic and techrolozical Jeveloorent con only reach a similar level by
having inforwmation not cnly about their own physical and natural circumstances
but also about the activities and vprocessa2s through which the developed world

has passed.

2. The fact of the relative uaderdevelomuent o7 the African coatinent hardly
neads serious celaboration. After all, it has the larcest concentration of the
least developed countries of the world. Constraints on their develorment would
seem to include lack of technical know how and skiils to exploit the physical
and natural resources with which many of them are sndowe:; ignorance -

as to the location and extent of these resourcesz: ipadequate or non—existent
managerial skills and a hest of others. Put differently, developing Africar
countries lack appropriate menpower that possesses the knowledge (1nformat10n)
and skills to identify or discover their natural endowment and to exploit them.
An attempt will be made to elaborste on these inadequacies and shortcomings by
looking at a few different sectors like agriculture, geolosy, industry, scientific
research and social welfarve in order to sea how evallab11¢ty of information and
documentation can help to correct them,

|_J

3. Agriculture is the bedrock of the eccnomy of most African countries. &5 a
result, many of them have concentrated on the production of cash crops in order
to earn foreign exchange. 1In the colonial days, the matropolitan powers spared
no effort to undertzke hoth laboratory and field research whicl ensure increased
and continucus preduztion. They studied the climatic, pedological and other
conditions under which cocoa, coffez, tea, groundnuts, palm products and others
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would prow and thrlve. As a matter of fact, the'independent countries of- Africa

‘have largely depended on the scientific information accumulated during the colonial
© éra for the survival of their cash crop economy. What new -information there has -

- been since 1ndependence, has been ?athered in agr1cu1tura1 research stations in
‘African countries. bnfortunately, such 1nformat10n is not as widely disseminated

as during the days of the colonial powers. African countries do not.seem to. have’
effective means of collecting their agricultural data on a systematic basis let

~alone of sharing them among neighbouring countries whose problems and conditions
‘are similar. If there is a well developed data base on agricultural economy,

duplication of research effort will be avoided. Time and effort would be
concentrated on other important areas. Furthermore, all will gain by sharing
such information. : : e

4. In recent: tlmes, eoncetn has been expressed in the h1ghest quartefs abeut
the increasing inability of African countries to feed themselves. There are a
number of reasons.for the unsatisfactory situation including the migration of
erstwhile farm labour from the rural to urban areas. But by far the most
devastating has been the failure of crops-due to climatic factors and changes -
as well as the destructive activities of pests. No doubt, agricultural scientists

in African countries, are investigating these problems. Their various laboratories:

are making useful findings. Unfortunately, some of these findings which do not
get published in learned.journals. perhaps because of the nature of their findings
or targetaudience get lost in official reports and files. African scientists

do not seem: to haye the means.of pooling their knowledge. -Research workers who
work in similar fields ought to be able to share their findings and avoid needless
duplication of efforts. By that means it will be possible to build on previous
work. The most;effective means of sharing scientific informatiom nowadays in by
the creation of:data files. The Food and Agricultural Organization- (FAQ) has
provided a good:lead in this direction by creating a data f11e in the field of
agriculture -which is known as AGRIS. i

5. Technological know how is a very important ingredient in the.process of
industrial development in any country. But supoly of raw materials, minerals
and other natural resources is.no less important. The ex colonial powers firmly
maintained their.stranglehold on their c¢olonies in.order to ensure free and
continuous flow of these raw materials to their factories. If African countr1es
mist produce industrial goods locally it is esgential for them to ensure a
supply of raw materials. It is a notorious fact that most Afr;can countries do.
not have an accurate record, if at all, of the variety and quantity of minerals
and natural products available within their boundaries., Therefore, the first
step necessary im.the process of industrialization is to compile an inventory

S

of these resources so that appropriate decisions as to which goods can profitably

be produced locally can be taken. Such information will be stored in a data base
and retrieved at will. Some laudable steps are already being taken towards the
creation of commop markets in various rezions of the continent. When such
economic unions have started to operate effectively information relating to the

wodl
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availability of mineral and other resources will enable the various governments
to work out areas of co-operation with regard to industrial development. It will
be evident from the foregoing that the provision of information regarding the
location, quantity and extent of mineral resources will assist the planning and
establishment of industries in developing African countries.

6. The government and other authorities of African countries are well aware
that they cannot achieve industrial development merely because they have full
and detailed information about their natural and physical endowments. They
still have to depend for capital and expertise on either the governments of
developed and industrial countries or on multinational corporations who very
often are not guided in their operations by altruistic reasoms. National
interests and profit motivation weigh most heavily in nearly all the activities
of foreign countries and corporations. They, therefore, drive as hard a bargain
as possible with the developing countries. The less informed or more
inexperienced the official representatives of the poor countries are, the

more stringent the conditions imposed. It will therefore, be helpful if
developing African countries establish a network of industrial information.

7. When new industries have been established, governmental authorities have
a duty and responsibility to establish quality control and standardization in
order to protect the interests of consumers. It does not matter whether the
industries in question are products of indigenous technologies or services.
Laws, ordinances and guidelines are, therefore, produced for the regulation

of industries. Here again, it will be very profitable and helpful if African
countries can share information and documentation in the field of industrial
regulation among themselves.

8. It is not enough from the point of view of economic development to have
knowledge of the location and quantity of minerals, raw materials and the like.
It is of vital importance to investigate their peculiar properties for the
purpose of effective utilization. For instance, it was known that coal existed
in the mines of Udi in Nigeria but it was only after appropriate scientific
tests had been made that it came to light that it was not suitable for the
proposed steel industry. Knowledge derived through such research activities
when collected and dissiminated in a systematic and organized manner among
African scientists who may be working in related fields can be very useful for
scientific development. Furthermore, it is important and in the interest of
their work for African scientisﬁs”td'keep abreast of new methods and discoveries
being made jin the laboratories of industrial countries of the world. Facilities
for relevant and useful information abound in data bases whick have been created
in Burope and America. African scientists, by gaining access to such new
knowledge which can be adapted to local needs can make useful contributions to

“ne devélopment of their countries.- -

eodl
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9. So far, we have pa1d dttentlon ‘to the 1mportance of documentation and
information to the work of the agricultural scientist, natural scientist and

the ind ustrialists to name a few, all of whose activities can lead to socio-
economic development. But most developing countries have discovered that
development does not necessarlly occur spontanously. It has to be induced
through the method of planning. Many African countrles do, therefore, formulate
development plans that span specific periods of time e.g. five year, three year
development plans._ Clearly, very little. meanlngful plannlng can be done in the
absence of data and information reldtlng to the dtfferent sectors including
agrlculture, industry, trade and social welfare programmes. A few illustrations
will bring to light the 1mportance of data to the work of the planner. In the
field of educatlon, for instance, unless adequate statistical informatiom is
available regardlng ‘the comp051tlon of the nopulatlon such’ as the number of
children of school gclng age or the geographlcal dlstllbutlon of the population,
it will be dlfflcult to determine the number and type of educatlonal institutions
to establish where and when. Similar data are of crucial importance for the
creation of health facilities, old age pension schemes etc. Hardly any social
welfare facility can be provided without the prov1310n of appropriate data. In
addition to scientific data already mentioned, agricultural planning can be
effectively done in the face of facts relating to the nature, extent, and history
of private land holding. Before governments can embark on development pifojects
of any scale they need information about the financial resources that are
available to them in the form of revemue from customs duties, taxes, exports

etc. The documentation and storage of such data are very crucial.to development
planning. From the foregoing it is evident that the development:iplanners, nuo -
less -than the policy makers, and administraters need a lot of data and information
before they can make decisions that can lead to the overall development of their
country. : ' o

i0. Slnce development of a country at thc present stage of human affalrs is not
llkely to occur spontaneously, a lot of plannlng on the part of gnvernment has got
to be done. Needless to say, the various categories of experts that part1c1pate

in development plannlnc need data and information in order to pursue their tasks
meaningfully. These data and information are contrained in roports, surveys,
research findings, popularlon trade and other statistics, inventories of resources
‘etc. It is the function of a documentation and .nformdt1on oystem to collect,
_organize, retrieve and disseminate all the above menticned materlal contalnlng data.
The role of a documentation and information system, therefore,'ls to make readily
available to those who need it information that will help the plan meanlngfull for
development.
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11. The following are excerpts from the various chapters of the Lagos Plan
of Action which throw some light on the expected contributions and role of
information and documentation activities in the process of social and economic
developuént: h

12, "Member States are convinced of the fundamental role of intra African
industrial co-operation in all its various forms as an instrument for self
reliance and acceleration of industrial development to achieve the 2 per cent.
Lima target for Africa, taking into account, in particular, the discouraging
attitude of develoved countries, and the present low progress in the intra
African Co-operation. Member States have therefore, decided to give concrete
cxpression to their will to co-operate by adopting the following measures:"

"exchange of information among 'fember States on technical

and financial specifications and costs related to contracts

on implementation of industrial projects with developed

countries as a means of reducing excess costs in foreign exchange
resulting from the weaknesses in negotiation capacity of
developing countries due to lack of information among them
relating to these contracts; '

NATURAL RESOURCES

13. "The major problems confronting Africa in the field of natural resources
development include: the lack of information on natural resources endowment of
large and unexplored areas and the activities of transnational corporations
dealirg with natural resources assessments; the lack 0. adequate capacity
(capital, skills and technology) for the development of these resources; a
considerable dependence on foreign transnational corporations for the development
of 2 narrow range of African natural resources selected by these corporations to
supply raw materials needs of the developed countries; the inadequate share in
the value added generated by the exploitation of natural resources of Member
States due to imperfect pricing and marketing practices; non integration of the
raw materials exporting industries into the national economies of the Member
States thus impeding backward and forward linkages; extremely low level of
development and utilization of those natural resources of no interest to
foreign transnational corporations; and disappointingly low genmeral contribution
of natural resources endowment to socio economic development. Because of these
factors Member States are unable to exercise meaningful and permanent soverelgnty
over their natural resources".

14, "During the 1980s the strategy for the developing countries of Africa
in their natural resources development should aim at:

-
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undertaking the assessment of their natural resources endowments
ancd the use of the information on natural resources distribution
ant availability for national and African multinational socio
economic development ~rojects intended to nroduce soods and
services to mect the needs of liember States.

"In recosnition of the significance of natural resources in
rroviding a sound base for national socio economic development,
iember States should take earlv stens to acjuire a thorough
knowledge of their natural resources endowments. These include
the establishment of manpower development and institutions
building programmes for the conduct of field studies anc
preparation of inventories of natural resources.”

“In particular measures should be taken by each “ember 3tate to
ensuré that all results and basic data, especially maps, films,

logs and all other information accuired by foreign transnational
companies durin~ their mineral srospection sctivities in the country
are handed over to the Government.™

"To ensure the best possible storace and utilization oi. these data,
a documentation centre (lata Bank should be established at national
level.,"

MINERAL RY¥IOUZCES

The main development ohjectives of the strategy for mineral resources

development durins the 80s would he:®

"Development of a system of transfer of know how, and exchange of
scientifie, technical sné economic data in geology, wmining
activities and mineral economics among :lember 3tates as well as
with countries from other developing recions."

"The objectives outlined above should be achieved tarcuch the following

activities™,.

"4 joint regional programme for the preservation and rroper use of
geolotical documentation, veports and mans and mineral collections.”



Rhistanbi i i

E/HECA/PSD.3/7
Page &

HU:{A¥ RESCULCES DEVELCHAENT AMD UTILIZATION

17. "The required actiom at those levels would be necessity be directed to
reinforcing rational acticn through providing guidelines for, and facilitating
action in, manpower development and utlllvatlon. The programme strategy
therefore, emphasizes co- -operation and collective self reliance in manpover
resources through;"

"gapnort for an information and placement service facilitating the
identification and employment cf African experts and consultancy
organizations such as in being operated by the ECA programme for
promoting the use of African experts and the development of
indigenous consultancy services;”

18. “"Support for the 0AU/ECA Co-ordinated and administered Expanced Training
and Fellowship Programme for Africa which aims at training £000 Africans in five
years with priority to the manpower requirements of the various priority sectors
and product lines already mentioned; to the development of the teaching and
research staff of regionsl and subregional imstitutions; to experience transfer,
‘and to evolvins an Af- “can TCRC in utilizing availe*le training facilities with-
“in -the region. This prograume needs a minimuw operaticnal budget of US:1.5
miliion a year as well as training olaces. Support by African States are
required through:”

"oroviding repular information on rational training and
scholarship facilities availsble for training nationals
of other African countries.’

SCIENCE AND TECHNCLOGY

19. ",ack of information is one of the mest serious obstacles to the selection,
acquisition and use of approvriate technology options. An understandlng of the
local environment aad the character and orientation of the transferees is as
important as information on the technology to be supplied. Care should therefore
be taken to ensure that the technology supplied matches the local needs identificd.
ilachinery should be established tc assess and promote the acquisition and
disemination of information on the range of alternative technolooles, processes
and products =zvailable for particular applications. The followinc measures are

proposed.

eeof
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20, "Establishment or strengthening of a national centre for technology
information dealing withs:

"Importation of technology; Identification of subsidiaires

of foreign firms in the region and elsewhere; compilation

of information on the operation of tramsnational corporations

and regular dissemination of such information to the business
sectors of the economy; compilation of data on foreign investments
imports, raw materials, prices of products on the international
market standards and related matters, etc.

“Data and statistics on local technological capabilities and
infrastructure; Data on local capability to obtain, adapt or
generate required technology; information on the relationship
between demand for goods and services and efforts to supply
adequate technology (and the related problems of understanding
the character and orientation of transferees): information on

' centres capable of providing technical advice and information,
on existing engineeringjconsulting firms; standards institutionms,
etc.,

“The provision of the above services to various sectors of the
economy, but especially to the production system."

"The organization jointly by African and Third World governments of programmes

to provide fellowships and/or scholarships to enable "science and technology™
students to study and visit centres of techmology development in countries such
as China, Japan, India, the Republic of Korea, etc., to gain experience and
collect information on the history of technology development in these countries.
Such programmes should be planned by inter disciplinary teams of experts drawn
from Third World and participating African countries as African natiomal training
progrémmes - involving universities, research and development institutions,
industry, management and business institutions:

"Encouragement of the establishment and/or strensthening of local scientific
and technological associations and societies. National techmology information
centre should establish or strengthen ties with other regional technology
information systems-and technolopgy information centres of Third World countries
to fz ilitate the flow, and exchange of information in all fields relevant to
socio-economic. development.

"With the assistance of ECA, regional institutions and other Third World country
institutions, pilot studies on agricultural and industrial extension services

sc :a8 to establish an improved framework for feed back from them to the research
and development and productive centres;

e/
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“Actively supporting and strenﬂthenlng African “erional organizations in the
field of patent documentation and information, such as ESARIPO and ESAPADIC,
CAPI and PADIS.” .

FEALTH AND SANITATION

21, “Such machinery will also be.responsible,zinfer alia, for the performance
of the following activities:"

"Co ordinating the collection, analysis, assessment, cataloguing
and dissemination of relevant health information from indigenous
and foreign sources,”

TRADE AND - FINANCE

*To reduce the cost of trade promotion activities, Yember States
should endeavour to establlsh through sub regional associations
of trade promotion centres and through the Association of African
Trade Promotion Organizations, joint facilities for conducting
market surveys, disseminating lnformatlon on trade and training
experts 1n foreign trade promotion."

"rade data banks should be establlshed at the sub replonal and
regional levels.”

PADIS: ~ Its Achievements so far and Future Dlrectlons

‘.

22.: The political leaders of the African continent have all along . expressed
their commitment to the social .and economic development of the region through

national and collective self reliance. They have also demonstrated an awareness
of the important role which a documentation and information system can play in
the process of develcpment. As a result, the UMECA Conference of iinisters
and Heads of States of African countries passed a number of resolutions urging
the Executive Secretary of UNECA to establish numerical and non numerical
information systems and services. : : :

B LR T

23. In resnonse to these resolutlons and after the necessary prellmrnary
preparations had been made, the Pan African Documentation-and Information System
(PADIS) was inaugurated under the auspices of UNECA on 30 January 1981. 1Its
objectives. are as follows:-

vool
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(a) te identify, collect, process: and store documents narticularly
of African provenance that contain information that relate o
the sacial and .economic develomaent of Africa;

{b) o facilitate the exchange, sharing and utilization of such
infermation by estadlishing appropriate oreanizational machinery
. and usiop; molern technology,

24, In order to realise thege objectives a decentralized structure of
organization has been adusted. It consists of;

(i)  Naticnatl centres to be established by each member state of
UNECL;

(ii)  3ub regiomnal Cencras (five, to be set up in each sub region of
the continent:

(iii)  Institdtional participating centres to he basec in rezional and
. 8ub regionai institutions-

The Central Co~ovrdinating Office to be based at ECA headquarters
iu Addis Ababa.

PADIS plans to pursue qhe,folloming'areas of activity:--

(%) . Bibliographic Reference Servieazs which consists of the following
files:~ ' o

(1)  PADIS-DEV

25, This is the Zevelopment information reference filc and is being built
in co-operation with certain internaticoal and African regional organizations
including UHDIEGA (United Nations Department of International Economie and

Social Affairs), Afficaghbevelopment Bank and tha Economic Community of Wegt .
African States. i ' : R

(ii)  PADIS-Co

26. It is hopned that ;his‘filq will contain technical and scientific
bibliographic refersnce to documents of relevance to the African continent-
and is to result from coliaborative effort with international co—operative
information systeas, regicnal orranizations and Hational Informatiom and
Docunentation Centres... Contritutions are expected frow, to nane a Zew, FAQ/

AGRIS,. ILG/ILIS, iFis, IAZA/THIS, Pan African institute for Developnerit,
African Regional GCentre fo- Science and lechnolosy, African VNetwork for

Administrative Information (ANAI}, ' o

n.‘/



E/ECA/PSD.3/7
Page 12

2) Descriptive Inventory Service

27. Arising from the Buenos Aires Plan of Action for Promoting and Implementin?
Technical Co-operation among Development Countries, PADIS plans, under the auspices
of UNDP to keep:

(a) a recister of pfrican experis snd specialists in all fields of
human endeavour:

(v) a reglster of on going research and development projects, including
their various stagzes of implementation;

(c) a file of research snd training institutions.

Numerical Data Bank Services

(38) lumerical vata rank Services

25. Thase are envisapged to cover the collection, formatting and dissemination
of numeri cal data on Africa. They are to consist of the following components:

(i) PADIS-STAT:-- This file is to be implemented in collaboration with
the Statistical Offices of African fountries and the UNEGCA Division of Statistics.
1t will consist of chronological statistical data on Africa.

(ii) PADIS-TEND: = This is the Pan African technical, numerical nomn

Statistical data bank on natioual resources, industrial facilities, industrial
products and commodities.

b, System's Interconnection Support Services

29. Exchange and iniormation sharirg are greatly facilitated by means of
quick and direct comrmunication channels, not only between pational centres,
sub regional centres and the Central Co-ordinating office, but also between
African countries and data bases in Europe and America. Towards this end
PADIS/NET, i.e. 8 PADIS telecommunication data transmission network will be
established so as to interconnect all the PALIS data bases at all levels. It
is hoped that satellite communication and ground ctations will be used.

5. Data Processing Support Services

30. The main component of this activity is PADIS ADMIN which is an integrated
systen for administrative information including software packages for personnel,
finance, stock keeping, medical records, project management SySLems, etc.

ceol
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ACHIEVEMENT OF PADIS SO FAR

31. . Staffing:- PADIS began operations with a complement of thirty staff
members. of nine professionals, fifteen semi professionals and six secretarial
and clerical staff, It consists of the Computerized Documentation Sectionm,
the Computer Operations Section and the Maintenance PReprography and Printing
Section,: ‘ L

Computer (Hardware and Software) and other éQuipment

32. An HP 3000/III computer having a configuration of 2 megabyte core memory
and 644 megabyte peripheral memory (3 disc dirves and 2 tape drives as well as
2 line printers and .67 terminals) was installed. For software, HINISIS which
is a package for stprage and retrieval textual data was adopted with an eye on
ensuring compatibility with other systems. In anticipation of PADIS plan to
process and -analys statistical and other forms of data the following softwares
were acquired: MSPssgéstatisticél‘Packaggufof the Social Sciences; ISEA on -
line software for ecanometric analysﬁggf;fPACA an on line package for planning
and budget control; TDP text and document processor; and ASK a data base

interrogating and reporting software.

Training of Pérsonﬁell

33. The Ceﬁtral_ca-qrdin§ting Office'traingd;personne13in the Computerized
Documentation Section gnd,thg;gomputer Operations'Section”fbrjperiods ranging
between 6 and 12 months on various aspects of the work of the project.

34, Short training courses were also organized for ECA staff members in
the following Divisions:~ Statistics, Population, and Social Research and
Planning. ' ‘ :

35, A four week training programme was organized for English speaking African
countries to enable them usc a new software designed mainly to handle censuses
and survey data. o ' :

36. Two workshops on documentation and microfiching techniques were organized
in collaboration respectively with the Covernment of Zimbabwe (4 to 8 August 1981)
and the African Development Bank (19 to 26 July 1981),

37. A total number of thirteen trainees from eight African countries (Botswana,
Congo, Gabon, Guinea, Ivory Coast, Liberia, ‘Rwanda, Senegal) have undergone
training programmes of varying duration in documentation work and information
systems management at the PADIS Central Co-ordination Office in Addis Ababa,
Ethiopia.

vool
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PADIS-DEV and DEVINDEX

38. By the end of 1981 some 2,00C records had been analysed and processed
to from the uncleus of the PADIS DEV component. Five issues of DEVINDEX AFRICA
an index to documents on the social and’ economic development of Africa had been
published. Issues of the publication have been widely circulated, Furthermore,
the Development Information System of the United Wations Department of Inter-
national Economic and Social Affairs provided the Central Co~ordination Office
with its data base amounting to 3,500 bibliographic of relevance to African
development. o E ' :

PADIS COM

39.. . In pursuance of the plan to ¢reate a number of complementary files
(PADIS COM), negotiations were que_with‘ILO and TAO for cooperation in the
creation of sectoral information for which they were respongible and with ‘
regard to Africa.. As a result, ILO made available to PADIS 15,000 bibliographic
recards which are-germane,torAfrican development. =By that means, the first
PADIS complementary file 1LIS/AFRICA was created. Futhremore, FAO and ILO
were to provide staff to maintain ILIS/AFRICA and AGRIS/AFRICA. The following
sectoral files being created: The African Rezional Centre for Science and
Technology Info rmation System (ARCTIS); Information System on Africam
Legislations, Treaties, Agreements etc. (LAW AFRICA); Trade and Finance
Information System (TF AFRICA); African Information System on Population
Activities (POPIN AFRICA); and the African Documentation System on Environment
ond Human Settlements (HABITAT AFRICA). S '

PADIS STAT =nd PADIS TEND

40. . * -.The French Government, under the auspices of ECA undertook a survey
on the nature, structure and availability of statistical data in Africa.
According to their recommendations, PADIS/STAT will be established at the
following three levels:

1

1. Level 1T - Country profiles : o
2, Level I1 - Bulk of statistical information
3, Level IIT -~ Time series statistical data

Level I provides a comprehensive country prfile of one to two pages of
statistical data ‘on any ome country. It makes use of the statistical data obtained
from Levels II and III. . :

Level 1I contains the bulk of statistical data available at ECA at very
low levels of aggregation.

Level III containe selected time series data.
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Level IIT data base has been given top priority and ‘is now in progress. The
level III data base will meet most of the requirements of ECA for statistical
data for analysis and projections. It will soon make it-possible to automate
the various ECA statistical publications, like ‘the "African Statistical Year-
book. - .

42, A representative of PADI3 attended a workshop whick was organized under
the auspices of the Commission on Storage, Processing and Retrieval of Geological

Data and the Eastern and Southern African Hineral Resources Development Centre.

»»»»»»

i F

LIV

* .+ Rational aﬁthﬁbeegiohal Centres

45, " “The natiomal centres ,to.be established in ECA member states constitute
the hub around which PADIS will operate. Each national centre will collect,
Process and disseminate information related not only to the socio economic
) déYéIopment of its country, but alsp to sectors like education, agriculture
',egcl‘fIc will be their respopsibility to provide such information on request
,.luté“bther,African-couhtries., The Central Co-ordination Office, therefore
'fshygitted proposals: for the creation of these centres to each member state,
. an6ffunate1y, the national centres are not being created as fast as has been

envisaged. ‘Algeria, Egypt, Morocéo, Guinea, Congo and Tunisia have designated

their national centres as PADIS participating centres.

with the proposals submitted by PADIS., This reluctance stems from the low
priority governments tend to attach to the establishment of information systems
V1s a vis other Pressing prioritieg. Consequently, PADIS has to design an

i



E/ECA/PSD.3/7
Page 16

approach that minimizes the financial burden for African countries, i.e. the
establishment of five sub regional documentation and information systems that b
will be capable to cater to the needs of the countries that are to be served
by them. These sub regional centres will be properly equipped and manned.

47, As a preliminary step in this direction, PADIS submitted proposal at
the last series of MNULPOC meetings. The results of the meetings were extremely
satisfactory since four of the five regions endorsed the proposal while the
fifth (Horth African MULFOC) requested the commisioning of a feasibility study.

Deserirtive Inventory Service

48. As has been observed earlier, PADIS maintains a Descriptive Inventory

Sr under the auspices aof UNDP. Accordingly, a Directory of African Experts
has been compiled. The first volume is with the printers. The first and
second supplements are being prepared. '

Future Directious

49, The main pre occupation of PADIS, in the next few years, will be to
redouble and concentrate effort in getting national centres created in the
member states, and create sub regional centres:- WADIS, WADIS, CADIS, ESADIS.
However, since African countries have attained varying degrees of development
in the field of information and documentation, it may be desirable to devote
attention to those countries that appear immediately ready during a given
period of time. Towards this end, PADIS has decided to concentrate on seeing
to the creation of one national centres in each sub region every year. Having
identified the countries, PADIS will give advisory and technital advice as well
as financial assistance, if needed, towards with the procurement of equipment,
especially computer hardware and software. It will also provide training
facilities and fellowships as a means of strengthening the personnel that may
be working there.

50, Computer facilities, technical assistance and training facilities will

be made available at sub regional centres. When PADIS/NET has reached the
stage of implementation, it is hoped that the national and sub regional centres

as well’'ds the Central Co-ordinations Office in Addis Ababa will be interconnected
‘by telecommunication channels by means of satellite and ground statioms. By
similar means, access will be gained to data bases outside Africa particularly

in Furope and America.
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51. PADIS hopes, in the coming year, to devise the Scientific and Technical
Information for Development (STISD). It will be a set of data bases and banks
accessible and distributed by teleprocessing throughout Africa by the PADIS net-
work,

52, The TCDC programme of descriptive inventories, will continue, Yearly
supplements of the Directory of Zxperts will be produced. As soon as necessary
arrangements have been concluded, the fellowing directories will be produced:

(a) Directory of Institutions

(b) Inventory of Development and Research Projects.

53. PADIS, it can be safely concluded, is working towards fulfilling the
objectives for which it was established, thanks to the financial support of

donor agencies. But its ultimate success will depend on the earnestness with
which African countries take the information and documestation project. That

centres in each country but also by the provision of the necessary infrastructure
like libraries, national telecommunication network, postal services, telephone -
telex etc. which facilitate documentation and information activities,





