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INTRODUCTION

1. The present report of the Economic Commission for Africa covers the
period 29 May 1984 to 29 April 1985. It has been prepared in accordance
with paragraph 18 of the Commission's terms of reference, and was adopted
by the Conference of Ministers of the Commission on 29 April 1985.

1. ISSUES CALLING FOR ACTION BY TIlE ECONOMIC AND
SOCIAL COUNCIL OR BROUGHT TO ITS ATTENTION

1. Issues calling for action by the Council

2. At its two hundred and forty-first meeting held on 29 April 1985, the
Conference of Ministers of the Economic Commission for Africa accepted by
acclamation the invitation of the Government of the Republic of Cameroon
to hold the twelfth meeting/twenty-first session of the Commission at
Yaounde in April 1986, subject to the approval of the Economic and Social
Council and the General Assembly. At the same meeting, the Conference of
Ministers unanimously approved the following draft resolutions for sub
mission to the Economic and Social Council for action:

A

Industrial Development Decade for Africa 1/

The Economic and Social Council,

Recalling Economic Commission for Africa Conference of Ministers
resolution 491 (XIX) of 26 May 1984 on the implementation of the programme
for the Industrial Development Decade for Africa,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 39/233 of 18 December 1984
which endorsed the appeal by the seventh Conference of African Ministers
of Industry, held at Addis Ababa from 26 to 28 March 1984, for the
permanent allocation of at least $US 5 million annually, from the regular
budget of the United Nations to enable the United Nations Industrial
Development Organization to assist the African countries and the inter
governmental organizations concerned in the implementation of the pro
gramme for the Industrial Development Decade for Africa,

Welcoming the declaration of the Assembly of Heads of State and
Government of OAU at its twentieth session, held in Addis Ababa from
12 to 15 November 1984, which expressed support for the programme for
the Decade and the recommendations of the seventh Conference of African
Ministers of Industry, in particular resolution 1 (VII) on the implementa
tion of the programme for the Decade,

1/ See resolution 532 (XX).
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Conscious of the need to alleviate the effects of the current economic
crisis in Africa, particularly in the priority industries which support
the rehabilitation and revitalization of the food and agricultural sector,

Recalling resolution 2 (VIII) adopted in March 1985 by the Lusaka
based MULPOC and similar resolutions of other MULPOCs on the role that
the MULPOCs have to play in the effective and speedy implementation of the
Decade at the subregional level, particularly with respect to multinational
projects,

1. Recognizes and expresses appreciation for measures taken or under
way in member States, intergovernmental organizations and the secretariats
of OAU, ECA and UNIDO to implement the programme and activities of the
Decade, and urges all concerned to continue and intensify their efforts;

2. Welcomes the General Assembly's decision to increase, from $US
1 million to an annual minimum of $US 5 million, the allocation from the
United Nations regular budget to UNIDO for the Decade;

3. Calls upon the General Assembly to consider the permanent alloca
tion of $US 700,000 annually to enable EGA and the MULPOCs to conduct
consultations and negotiations on ways of implementing multinational
projects including investment promotion;

4.
providing
programme

Requests the secretariats of OAU, EGA and UNIDO to continue
their services to enable member States to implement the Decade
effectively.

B

Women and development in Africa ~/

The Economic and Social Council~

Recalling resolution 28 of the World Conference of the United Nations
Decade for Women: Equality. Development and Peace, held in Copenhagen
from 14 to 30 July 1980, on the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms
of Discrimination against Women,

Bearing in mind Economic Commission for Africa Conference of Ministers
resolution 512 (XIX) adopted on 26 May 1984 on the mobilization of human
and financial resources for ECA women's programmes beyond the end of the
United Nations Decade for Women,

Bearing in mind that women subjected to the policies of apartheid
and women in illegally occupied Namibia are still victims of all forms of
injustice and atrocity perpetrated by the racist regime of South Africa,
and that the status of women in the front-line States has been seriously
affected by the aggression and destabilizing policies of South Africa,

2/ See resolution 535 (XX).
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1. Requests Governments and international organizations to sustain
their assistance for national machineries concerned with the integration
of women in development to enable them to formulate and execute national
programmes for women's development in accordance with the Arusha Strate
gies;

2. Urgently requests States which have not yet done so to sign the
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of ~iscrimination against Women,
and States which have signed it to ratify it ,~d do everything possible to
ensure its application;

3. Requests the Secretary-General of the United Nations and the
Executive Secretary of ECA to spare no effort to procure regular budget
posts and appropriations for ATRCW and the MIr"POCs in order to ensure the
continuity of the United Nations regional and subregional women's programmes.

C

African Institute for Economic Development and Planning (IDEP) 3/

The Economic and Social Council,

Recalling resolutions 285 (XII) of 28 February 1975, 350 (XIV) of
27 March 1979, 399 (XV) of 12 April 1980 and particularly 433 (XVII) of
30 April 1982 on the African Institute for Economic Development and
Planning (IDEP), adopted by the Economic Commission for Africa,

Recalling also Economic Commission for Africa Conference of Ministers
resolution 526 (XIX) of 26 May 1984 which expresses concern at the deepen
ing economic and social crisis in Africa and its grave implications for
the peoples and economies of the continent, and considering the role and
contribution that the Institute can play in alleviating and managing the
present economic crisis,

Considering that at its twenty-seventh meeting held in Addis Ababa
01\ 9 and 10 January 1985, the Governing Council of the Institute requested
the eleventh meeting of the Conference of Ministers of the Commission to
prepare and adopt a resolution urging States members, UNOP and the General
Assembly to assist in the future funding of IDEP,

Noting that the Institute should expand its teaChing and research
activities in line with the objectives of the Lagos Plan of Action and
that the major obstacle to its doing so is the inadequacy of financial
resources t

Conscious that there is a need to consolidate and strengthen the
financial position of IDEP in the medium term,

3/ See resolution 537 (XX).
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1. Recommends that UNDP should continue its financial support to
IDEP in view of the fact that it can serve as an institution assisting
the United Nations Secretary-General and UNDP in their intensified efforts
to help Africa alleviate its economic and social crisis;

2. Recommends to the General Assembly of the United Nations the
incorporation of seven posts for core professional staff for IDEP into
the United Nations regular budget as a contribution to the long-term
financing of IDEP, in the same spirit as it has done for other regional
institutions in Africa (e.g. MULPOCs) and outside Africa ~Economic
commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC)J. ~

D

Measures to ensure the effective and accelerated implementation
of the Substantial New Programme of Action in the African least

developed countries during the second half of the 19808 41

The Economic and Social Council,

Recalling General Assembly rpsolutions 37/224 of 20 December 1982,38/195
of 20· December 1983 And 39/174 of 17 Dec.emb er 1984 on the implementation
of the Substantial New Programme of Action for the 1980s for the least
developed countries,

Recalling Economic Commission for Africa Conference of Ministers
resolution 397 (XV) of 12 April 1980 entrusting the Conference of Ministers
of African Least Developed Countries with the responsibility for ensuring
the co-ordination of efforts, establishing priorities, monitoring and
evaluating progress under the Comprehensive New Programme of Action in
African Least Developed Countries, and resolution 503 (XIX) of 26 May 1984
on measures for the effective implementation of the Substantial New
Programme of Action in African Least Developed Countries,

Deeply concerned about the continued serious deterioration in the
economic and social conditions of the African least developed countries
exacerbated by the severe drought which bas spread across the African
region creating enormous imbalances in the food supply situation and
consequently widespread famine,

Recognizing that there is therefore a need to assist the African
least developed countries to effect the necessary structural changes and
that they will need increased aid from donors in order to achieve this
objective,

4/ See resolution 538 (XX).
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Noting with satisfaction the results of the Geneva meeting convened
by the Secretary-General on the African economic crisis which was aimed
at mobilizing the international community to provide the necessary
financial and technical assistance in favour of African countries,
especially the least developed among them,

Expressing deep concern and disappointment at the painfully slow pace
in the implementation of the Substantial New Programme of Action in the
African LDCs since its adoption in September 1981, and at the disappointing
results of the negotiations on the Substantial New Programme of Action at
the sixth session of the United Nations Conference on Trade and Deve10p~ent

held in Belgrade, in June and July 1983,

Taking note of the tremendous efforts made by the African least devc10ped
CDuntr1es 1n the organization of their respective country review meetings,
especially in devising strategies and policies aimed at ensuring the
successful implementation of their national development plans and public
investment programmes and projects,

1. Strongly urges the African least developed countries to prepare
themselves adequately with the assistance of ECA for the Global Mid-term
Review in September/October 1985 in order to make practical proposals for
the readjustment of the SNPA, as appropriate, so as to take into considera
tion their special circumstances and to expedite its implementation during
the second half of the decade;

2. Urges developed countries, developing countries in a position to
do so, multilateral financing institutions, United Nations organizations and
other concerned intergovernmental, non-governmental and international
organizations, to be represented at a high level at the Global Mid-term
Review and to take appropriate measures to put the SNPA into its proper
perspective in order to ensure its effective implementation during the
second half of the 1980s;

3. Urges the African LDCs to intensify their efforts towards increased
agricultural production especially of food, as a means of reducing the ever
increasing dependence on external sources for food, and calls upon the
international community to provide the necessary technical ~_ld financial
assistance for agricultural and rural development in the African least
developed countries;

4. Urges donor countries within the overall context of the Substantial
New Programme of Action and of progress towards the programme's 0.7 per cent
target, to attain 0.15 per cent of their GNP as official development assist
ance (ODA) or to double their ODA to the least developed countries during the
remaining years of the 1980s;

5. Also calls on the General Assembly to increase the human and
financial resources at the disposal of the ECA programme for the African
least developed countries so that .bose countries can be given more effective
assistance.
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E

Development-oriented social welfare policies and
programmes on the situation of African migrant workers 5/

The Economic and Social Council,

Aware of the serious consequences of the critical African socia-economic
situation for the living conditions of the peoples of Africa, and for the
funding and delivery of social services which are even more essential now
than in previous periods of economic development,

Reaffirming the essential role of social welfare in overall development
and in dealing with pressing issues arising notably from food shortages,
refugee and displaced person problems, the break-up of families, lack of
adequate health and educational facilities, unemployment and underemployment,
urbanization, and high rates of population growth,

Having considered the issues of African migrant workers and the impact
it has on the socio-economic development of the sending and receiving
countries,

Noting that, since 1979, work has been in progress on an international
convention on the protection of the rights of all migrant workers and their
families,

1. Urges all member States, particularly the least developed countries,
to prepare for and arrange adequate representation at the Interregional
Consultation on Developmental Social Welfare Policies and Programmes to be
held in 1987;

2. Requests the Executive Secretary of ECA to prepare a report on
the issues identified in Council resolution 1982/22, with emphasis on those
issues of particular concern for or relevance to Africa, so as to ensure
that the substance of this report is taken into full consideration in the
agenda and documentation of the interregional consultation;

3. Further requests the Executive Secretary of ECA to make the
necessary arrangements for a thorough study of the status of African oigrant
workers in both receiving and sending countries, in order to elicit
appropriate action to promote the welfare and protect the rights of the
migrant workers and their families as well as appropriate policies for their
social integration;

4. Urges the General Assembly to approve the technical and financial
implications of ECA's involvement in both activities.

5/ See resolution 543 (XX).
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United Nations Transport and Communications Decade in Africa 6/

The Economic and Social Counc1l,

Recalling its resolution 2097 (LXIII) of 29 July 1977 and General
Assembly resolution 32/160 of 19 December 1977 proclaiming the United
Nations Transport and Communications Decade in Africa,

Recalling also Economic Commission for Africa Conference of Ministers
resolution 464 (XVIII) of 2 May 1983 by which the Conference requested the
Executive Secretary of the Commission to ensure that the programme of the
second phase would, inter alia, promote harmonization and co-ordination of
the various modes of transport and communications and resolution 487 (XIX)
of 26 May 1984 by which the Conference endorsed the programme for the
second phase of the Decade,

Referring to Council resolution 1984/68 of 25 July 1984 and General
Assembly resolutions 38/150 of 19 December 1983 and 39/230 of 18 December
1984, on the United Nations Transport and Communications Decade in Africa,

Noting with appreciation that financial resources have been allocated
by the General Assembly for the activities envisaged in its resolutions
38/150 and 39/230 including studies on the harmonization and co-ordination
of the various modes of transport and communications,

1. Expresses its appreciation to the Administrator of the United
Nations Development Programme for his continuing support of the Decade
through the financing of the Decade Co-ordination Unit and requests him
to continue to provide funds to the Commission during the next programming
cycle to enable it to complete the task of monitoring the implementation
of the Decade programme and evaluate the results of the whole Decade
programme;

2. Welcomes the role played by the Inter-Agency Co-ordinating
Committee, under ECA as the lead agency, in co-ordinating activities and
its contribution towards the objectives of the Decade;

3. Requests the Secretary-General to provide the Economic Commission
for Africa with resources to enable it to organize the fifth Conference of
African Ministers of Transport, Communications and Planning in 1986;

4. Also requests the Secretary-General to make available to the
Commission sufficient financial resources to enable it to organize co
financing meetings for certain specific regional projects and projects
located in corridors affording access to the sea for land-locked countries;

6/ See resolution 544 (XX).
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5. RequesCs the Executive Secretary of ECA:

(a) To organize in collaboration with other United Nations bodies
and African intergovernmental organizations, at least two co-financing
meetings a year, until the end of the Decade for the purpose of submitting
certain specific regional projects and transport corridor projects to
appropriate donor countries and financial institutions;

(b) To intensify efforts to contact as many donor countries and
financial institutions as possible to promote the Decade programme;

6. Reiterates the appeals previously made to dunur ccuntrics and
international financial institutions to give increased financial support
to the secend phase programme and to accord particular attention to the
financing of regiunal projects and projects related to the naintenance
and rehabilitation of infrastructures, training and technical assistance,
and projects in corridors providing access to the sea for land-locked
countriRs.

G

Appointment of MULPOC Directors 71

The Economic and Social Council,

Taking n0te of the fact that oost of the Multinational Programming
and Operational C~ntres (MULPOCs) of the Economic Commission for Africa
currently have interim rather than titular Directors,

Conscious of the importance of the economic role of the MULPOCs for
subregional co-operation and integration and of the need for them to be
a~~ropriately staffed at the highest level having regard tc the sensitive
nature of thEir resron5ibilities~

Aware of the need to observe as far as possible the United Nations
rules concerning the equitable geographical distribution of posts among
the member States~

1. Requests the Secretary-General to take all necessary steps to
ensure that the PDsts of DirectDrs of the MULPOCs are promptly and expedi
tiously filled;

2. Further requests the Secretary-General tu ensure that the
Directors of the MULPOCs are nationals of the me~ber States of the respect
ive MULPOCs.

71 See resolution 552 (XX).



- 9 -

H

Introduction of Portuguese as one of the official working
languages of the Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) 8/

The Economic and Social Council,

Considering the number of ECA member States and the growing numbers
of people in those countries that use Portuguese as an official working
language,

Noting that basic economic, social an~ cultural development in any
country depends on the transmission of technical and scientific information
through the medium of language,

Recognizing that the question of the Portuguese language has been the
subject of discussion and concern by the Heads of State and Government of
five countries that officially use Portuguese at various summit meetings
conducted within Africa,

Realizing that the people of those countries do not derive maximum
benefit from the technical assistance, professional training, seminars and
other activities that might facilitate their integration into the social
and economic programmes being carried at the subregional and regional
levels because of language difficulties,

1. Recommends that the Portuguese language should be adopted as an
official working language of the Economic Commission for Africa;

2. Requests the General Assembly to make the necessary arrangements.

2. Issues brought to the attention of the Council

3. At its two hundred and forty-first meeting, the Conference of Ministers
decided to bring the following resolutions to the attention of the Economic
and Social Council: resolutions 539 (XX), 554 (XX) and 558 (XX).

A

United Nations Trust Fund for African Development

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling its full support for the establishment and strengthening of
the United Nations Trust Fund for African Development for the benefit of
African Governments and peoples,

8/ See resolution 553 (XX).
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Having examined the report on pledges and payments by member States
and the progress in project implementation and expenditure for the period
1983-1984,

Having examined also the report on extrabudgetary resources required
to implement the work programme for the period 1986-1987,

Conscious of the severe economic and social crisis affecting the
African region and the need for member States to apply the self-sufficiency
policy adopted by the Commission,

Noting with satisfaction the goodwill of African member States and
non-African Governments as well as international financial institutions
in contributing to the Fund,

Recognizing the efforts by the Executive Secretary to dynamize the
Fund and ensure the collection of pledged contributions,

1. Urges member States that have not yet done so to deposit their
pledged contributions;

2. Requests the Executive Secretary to continue his efforts in
negotiating, on behalf of member States, with developing and developed
countries as well as international financial institutions which might
contribute to the Fund;

3. Appeals to all United Nations Member States and international
financial institutions to contribute generously to the United Nations
Trust Fund for African Development in order to make available to the
ECA secretariat the necessary extrabudgetary resources to enable it to
implement the work programme adopted by its legislative organs.

J1

Work programme and priorities of the Economic
Commission for Africa, 1986-1987

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling ECA resolution 508 (XIX) of 26 May 1981 on the Biennial Report
of the Executive Secretary,

Having focused its deliberations at its present session, from 25 to 29
April 1985, on the economic issues coming before the Assembly of Heads of
State and Government of the Organization of African Unity at its twenty
first summit in July 1985 which is to be devoted mainly to economic matters,
and made recommendations and proposals for follow-up and monitoring for
consideration by the seven-State Committee appointed to prepare for that
summit,
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Having examined the preliminary report on the implementation of the
work programme and priorities of the Commission for the biennium 1984-1985,

Having examined also the proposals for the work programme and priorities
of the Commission for the biennium 1986-1987 which, it understands, are
to be examined by the Committee for Programme and Co-ordination at its
twenty-fifth session in New York, from 29 April to 31 May 1985,

Convinced that the programme, if approved by the General Assembly and
implemented by the Commission, will go a long way towards solving African
economic and social problems,

1. Takes note of the preliminary report on the implementation of the
work programme and priorities for the biennium 1984-1985;

2. Endorses the proposals for the work programme and priorities of
the Commission for the biennium 1986-1987;

3. Calls upon the African members of the Committee for Programme and
Co-ordination to support these proposals at the twenty·-£ifth session
of that Committee;

4. Urges the Committee for Programme Co-ordination:

(a) To consider these proposals favourably at its twenty-fifth session
and recommend, through the Economic and Social Council at its second regular
session in July 1985 their adoption by the General Assembly at its fortieth
session in September-December 1985;

(b) To take, together with all organs of the United Nations
(particularly the General Assembly and its Second and Fifth Committees)
all necessary steps to ensure that adequate resources are made available
to EGA for the implementation of this work programme particularly in the
priority sectors of food and agriculture, drought and desertification, water
development, transport and communications and industrial development;

5. Requests the Executive Secretary of EGA to revise the proposals
in the light of such decisions as the Assembly of Heads of State and
Government of the Organization of African Unity may make at its twenty
first session in July 1985.
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C

Expression of thanks to countries, institutions and
individuals that have assisted Afr1ca in dealing with

its economic and social crisis

The Conference of i:1inisters,

Recalling the Special Memorandum on Africa's Economic and Social Crisis
adopted at its tenth meeting,

Taking note of the General Assembly's Declaration on the Critical
Economic Situation in Africa (resolution 39/29 and Annex),

Having examined the response of the international community and the
agencies of the United Nations system to the Declaration on the Critical
Economic Situation in Africa, particularly at the Geneva Conference of 11
March 1985,

Noting that generous humanitarian and technical assistance will not
remove the underlying causes of the present crisis and that long-term
development and economic growth needs will still require attention,

Aware that despite all efforts the crisis remains unabated,

1. Expresses its profound gratitude to those countries, United Nations
bodies, other international organizations and individuals which have
provided generous aid both in cash and in kind to African countries
affected by the crisis;

2. Appeals to the international community, the United Nations system,
other international organizations and individuals able to do so to give
generous aid and technical assistance to African countries to enable them
to attain their long-term development and economic growth objectives.
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II. WORK OF THE COMMISSION DURING THE PERIOD
29 ]JAY 1984 TO 29 APRIL 1985

A. Activities of subsidiary bodies

4. The list of meetings of subsidiary bodies held during the period under
review is contained in annex II to this report.

B. Other activities

5. The activities carried out under the Commission's programme of work
and priorities for 1984-1985 or pursuant to the relevant resolutions of
the General Assembly, the Economic and Social Council and the Conference
of Ministers are described below.

1. Development issues and policies

6. The secretariat completed the Survey of ~conomic and "ocial conditions
in Africa, 1983-1984 which covers developments during 1983-1984 and
provides forecasts of the main macro-economic variables for 1985. The main
findings of the Survey reflect the acute economic crisis experienced by
the region as a result of the drought affecting more than 27 countries
members of the commission.

7. The secretariat completed a study on foreign exchange leakage, on the
basis of case studies prepared in co-operation with a number of African
research institutes and with the Council for the Development of Economic
and Social Research in Africa (CODESRIA), which was presented to a work
shop dealing with that subject and with the wider issue of balance-of
payments problems in African countries.

8. In the area of planning and projections, work focused on assisting
member countries to establish short-term forecasting systems based on
social accounting matrices and missions were organized to some countries
to set up such systems. Preparation began on the workshop in multisectoral
planning models for African planners with the aim of contributing effec
tively to building up planning 'apabilities at the country level.

9. Assistance to African least developed countries, particularly through
implementation of the Substantial New Programme of Action (SNPA), continued
to be a priority. Assistance was provided to some African least developed
countries for preparing plans and holding review meetings. A survey of
individual African least developed countries, 1983-1984, was prepared for
the Conference of Ministers of African Least Developed Countries as was an
evaluation of progress in implementing SNPA in African LDCs in connection
with the 1985 mid-term review.
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10. Furthermore, a study on the balance-of-payments problems of African
developing countries was completed. It examined thoroughly the problems
associated with Africa's visible and invisible trade and established that
the ability to sustain the development momentum has been gravely eroded
by an increase in the import bill for food, fuel and capital goods and
a persistent decline in the quantity and prices of commodities exported.
Export expansion is further constrained by quotas and tariff barriers.
Virtually all flows including lending by private capital markets, official
development assistance and the multilateral financing institutions have
fallen short of the desired amounts and the problem is further compounded
by foreign exchange leakages; consequently, innovative responses and
policies need to be applied during the 1980s and beyond. A roundtable
of governors of African central banks and senior officials of international
finance institutions met at ECA headquarters from 4 to 8 February 1985 to
review and assess the balance-of-payments and foreign exchange leakage
problems of African countries.

2. Industrial development

11. In response to the decisions of the seventh Conference of African
Ministers of Industry in March 1984 ECA, within the framework of the
Joint Committee of the Organization of African Unity (OAU) , ECA and the
United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) on the
Industrial Development Decade for Africa (IDDA), has paid particular
attention to following up the four subregional meetings on the promotion
of intra-African industrial co-operation and to encouraging closer
integration of industrial projects and programmes for each subregion.
Assistance was given to Multinational Programming and Operational Centres
(MULPOCs) and the main intergovernmental organizations in each subregion
and briefs were prepared on selected subregional projects to help countries
in initiating their implementation.

12. Case studies on the role of locally incorporated manufacturing enter
prises in the implementation of IDDA core projects were undertaken with a
view to involving indigenous entrepreneurs in fulfilling the aims of the
Decade.

13. ECA, in co-operation with OAU and UNIDO, assisted the African group
to reach a common position on crucial issues on the agenda of the Fourth
General Conference of UNIDO. Furthermore, ECA discussed and reached
agreement with the Commonwealth Secretariat on the following areas of
co-operation in support of IDDA: leather and leather products, pulp and
paper,. metal and engineering, building materials, energy and electricity.

14. ECA has also initiaten or undertaken activities in support of member
States to implement selected projects in various industrial subsectors,
with emphasis on meeting the priorities established for the Decade, in
particular the need to contribute to strengthening or establishing core
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industries at national and subregional levels. The subsectors covered
include: agro- and agro--based industries (foud processing); forest-based
industries (wood processing); chemical industry (fertilizers); metals
industry (iron and steel); and engineering industry. A directory of
project profiles on opportunities for development of small-scale
industries Was revised and expanded to cover additional new products.

15. In the food-based industries subsector, promotional activities for
the use of composite flours in baking formulas and for other wheat-based
products have continued and the printing of a technical compendium on
composite flours is under way. In the forestry subsector, a programme
of assistance and collaboration with the African Timber Organization has
been developed and p t-e r-f e.a s i.b Ll ity s t.ud i.e s 2.1·P Lclltt; carried nut 01:

specific projects. Prototypes of low-cost furniture/joinery for small
scale industry were developed.

16. For the metallurgical industry, proposals were made to the countries
in the Eastern and Southern African subregion to the effect that
Governments should negotiate a master agreement for the promotion and
development of the iron and steel industry. In the Central African
subregion, advisory services were provided to the Maluku Steel Mill to
enable it to attain economic capacity utilization through co-operation
with interested member countries of the Economic Community of Central
African States. In the chemical industries, proposals have been made
for negotiations on multinational co-operation in fertilizer industry
development in Eastern and Southern Africa and in West Africa. For
the engineering subsector, negotiations with the Indian Government led
to the granting of $US 310,000 for purchase of equipment by the African
Regional Centre for Engineering Design and Manufacturing (ARCEDEM).
Other backstopping activities for ARCEDEM also continued.

17. In connection with other major factors in support of IDDA programmes,
a draft agreement on the management of the African Industrial Development
Fund (AIDF) by ADB was finalized in Abidjan in November 1984. In intra
African co-operation~ continued assistance to the secretariat of the
Preferential Trade Area (PTA) for Eastern and Southern African States led
to the preparation of its industrial development work programme. Similar
assistance to the Customs and Economic Union of Central Africa (UDEAC)
permitted the preparation of several in-depth sectoral studies, including
one on the UDEAe common industrial development pol icy, which contains
specific proposals to enable UDEAC to initiate implementation of the
strategy of self-reliant and self-sustained industrial development.

3. Statistics

18. The major secretariat programmes concerned with national statisticS
include the African Household Survey Capability Programme, the Statistical
Training Programme for Africa (STPA), the National Accounts Capability Pro
gramme, and the Regional Advi so ry Service in Demographic St a t i s t i cs : wo rk on
statistical data base development is also carried out. Recently, the
secretariat has started a new programme devoted to environmental statistics.
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19. In addition, the secretariat regularly produces the African Statisti
cal Yearbook, the Directory of African Statisticians, the Sta~istical News
letter, the Directory of STPA Centres, STPA News, Foreign Trade Statistics
for Africa Series 'A' and 'C', the Statistical Information Bulletin for
Africa and African Socia-ecDnomic Indicators.

20. During the period under review, two meetings were held. These were:

(a) A workshop on household surveys (Lusaka, Zambia, 1-6 October
1984) which was sponsored jointly by the secretariat and the Commonwealth
Fund for Technical Co-operation in collaboration with the Government of
Zambia;

(b) A training workshop on census-taking and the use of software
packages (Yaounde, Cameroon, 1-26 October 1984). The meeting was attended
by 24 participants from French-speaking African countries.

4. Food and agriculture

21. Secretariat act1v1ties in the food and agriculture sector have been
oriented towards building up capabilities in selected key areas including
agricultural planning and policies; development and conservation of forest
resources; promotion of integrated rural development; improvement of small
holding agricultural institutions; harmonization and co-ordination of
livestock policies and programmes; prevention of food losses; improvement
of food security; and formulation of sound agricultural marketing policies.

22. In the domain of agricultural planning and policies a five-year
development plan embracing the food and agriculture sector has been
formulated for Burundi, Rwanda and Zaire a study entitled "Options for a
Planning Unit and Investment Centre or a Subregional Consultinr, Firm in
ECOWAS"has been carried out and submitted to the ECOWAS secretariat and
to FAO headquarters; a technical document on the improvement of agricul
tural planning capacities in Africa has been produced; a report on
traditional subsistence farming in Africa has been prepared for submission
to a workshop on policies and programmes designed to increase food and
agricultural production in traditional subsistence farming (1985) and a
report on measures for the improvement of agricultural statistical data in
Africa has been prepared.

23. In the forestry sub-sector a report entitled "Problems of integrating
African forest policies and prospects for harmonization" has been produced;
another report, "The role of forest in the PTA of Eastern and Southern
African States", has been finalized and submitted to the PTA Technical
Committees on Agricultural Co-operation (May 1984) and a project identific
ation study has been completed for Sao Tome and Principe.
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24. Important measures have been taken in the promotion of integrated
rural development and the improvement of small-farmer agricultural institu
tions. A seminar and study tours have been organized in the USSR for
African specialists involved in the implementation of rural development
projects. Following a multi-disciplinary mission to Chad in May 1984, a
comprehensive report on the country's food and agriculture sector has been
submitted to the Chadian Government.

25. Three reports, 'lWaluation study of the Ethiopian Resettlement Pro
gramme", '"Macro-economic review of the Ethiopian highlands" and "Assessment
of the dominant soil degradation processes in the Ethiopian highlands", have
been completed in support of the Ethiopian Highlands Reclamation Study. Two
reports: "Land-use policies and farming systems in Africa" and "Constraints
inhibiting effective agricultural services and institutions for small farmers"
have been finalized, the latter consisting of three separate reports on
agricultural support services in Botswana, Swaziland and Lesotho.

26. Livestock development activities are also significant: as a follow-up
to an expert consultation on livestock research and development in Africa
(1983), a report highlighting related issues has been completed. In
addition, five reports on livestock development have been produced.

27. Food security, prevention of food losses and agricultural marketing
pOlicies are among the areas to which priority attention has been accorded
and a report entitled 'Yood security for the Preferential Trade Area (PTA)
States" has been produced. As a basis for the prevention of food losses,
a "Survey of Constraints to Improved Storage Facilities in Central and
North Africa" has been prepared and two reports entitled '1he role of small
scale indigenous entrepreneurs in lOhe markelOing of food and agricultural
Products in Africa" and "Price and incencives for increased food and agri
cultural production .. The Nigerian Experience" have been completed.

5. Population

28. The secretariat continued the implementation of its 1984-1985 programme
budget. By the end of 1984 it had completed the planned outputs for 1984
and started implementing the 1985 programme elements.

29. The secretariat provided advisory services to the member States on
the implementation of population policies and the analysis of data from
censuses and other sources; it also completed the 1984 round of population
projections for the ECA member States in collaboration with the United
Nations Population Division and undertook studies on an evaluation of
population redistribution policies on fertility and mortality patterns,
differentials and trends in selected African countries.
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30. In the area of demographic training, the secretariat continued to
manage the Regional Insti.tute for Population Studies (RIPS), the Institut
de formation et de recherche demographiques (IFORD) and the Sahel Institute
and provided backstoppulg for their activities.

31. The secretariat assisted member States in the preparation of the
International Conference on Population in Mexico City in 1984. Durine the
Conference, it disseminated documentation and information and undertook
consultations for further implementation of the Conference recommendations.

6. Natural resources

(a) Mineral resources

32. The secretariat continued with the work programme detailed in the
1984-1985 programme bUdget. Work focused on strengthening the position
of the Eastern and Southern African Mineral Resources Development Centre
in Dodoma, United Republic of Tanzania, by assisting it in all technical
and administrative matters as well as promoting membership and monitoring
financial and other support.

33. The secretariat also undertook an appraisal of building material
potential in the United Republic of Tanzania and investigated the
prospects for expanding quarrying facilities and promoting the utilization
of such material for building. Likewise, assistance was provided in the
preparation of a feasibility study with the object of rehabilitating the
Maluku steel complex in Zaire.

34. The core staff for the Central African Jlineral Resources Development
Centre in Brazzaville, People's Republic of Congo, were recruited during
the period under review and its Second Governing Council was held in July
1984 while an Extraordinary Governing Council meeting took place in
December 1984 to enable the Centre to become operational.

(b) Water resources

(i) Support in the development and management of water resources
at national and subregional levels

35. The provision of advisory services to member States on request is seen
by the ECA secretariat as a major part of the 1984-1985 work prograwme.
Given the lack of manpower and financial resources within the Water Resources
Unit, however, this will be extremely limited. In the first year of the
biennium, activity focused mainly on West Africa where, by continuing the
secondment of a staff member to the Niamey-based I1ULPOC, advisory services
have been provided through field missions and reports to the MULPOC policy
or~ans. At the 1984 round of meetings in Conakry, several papers were
presented.
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36. At the meeting of the ECA Conference of Ministers in May 1984, after
a rejection of the concept of utilizing the MULPOCs as focal points for
water resources development activities, a resolution was adopted relating
to the establishment of subregional intergovernmental committees, and
requesting the Secretary-General to strengthen the secretariat of the
Economic Commission for Africa in the area of water resources so that
experts can be deployed to the MULPOCs to assist member States in the
planning and execution of their water development activities and in the
follow-up to the recommendations contained in the Mar del Plata Action
Plan. This resolution 1984/73 ':ldS endorsed Ci[ the sec end regular session of
the Economic and Social Council in Geneva in July 1984.

(ii) Promotion of ground-water exploration and development 1n Africa

37. The secretariat is collaborating with the United Nations Department
of Technical Co-operation for Development (DTCD) on the project '~round

water exploration and development: a global review with emphasis on
appropriate technologies for developing countries".

(iii) Promotion of co-operation in development of water resources in
Africa

38. As a follow-up to ac t av i t r es in previous bienniums, consultations are
being held with the riparian States of the Lake Tanganyika/Kivu basin to
ascertain their desire to co-operate in forming a joint basin organization.
Previous initiatives, including the Technical Committee, came to nothing
owing to lack of funds and of follow-up action in joint technical projects.

(c) Energy resources

39. Energy Resources Unit activities were concentrated on promoting
multinational co-operation in Africa in three major spheres: (i)
Exploration, evaluation and development of energy resources and
integration of energy policy planning into oVerall socia-economic policy
planning; (ii) Research, training and information; and (iii) Institution
building.

Under (i):

a. Technical publications on the inventory and assessment of
hydrocarbon, coal and new and renewable sources of energy
for the member States of the Eastern and Southern African
subregion and Central African subregion have been produced;

n , Two missions to member States have been mounted: one to the
United Republic of Tanzania, Zambia and Mozambique to study the
prospects for exploration and development of oil and natural gas;
and the second, dealing with coal development in Africa, to
Botswana, Swaziland and Mozambique. On the basis of findings a
technical publication to the Eastern African MULPOC was prepared;
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c. The work on the Energy Resources Atlas for Africa has continued
and 10 of the 18 sheets of the Atlas are ready for final drawing;
advisory services to member States have been rendered on request
and primary and electrical energy maps updated;

d. A study on peaceful uses of nuclear energy was undertaken. The
consultant prepared the draft report which was submitted to
Vienna for comments. The final report is expected to be ready
in the first quarter of 1985 and will be distributed to member
States.

Under (ii):

a. A technical publication on operational and organizational aspects
of hydropower resources utilization has been produced;

b. The report to the Conference of Ministers on the possibility
of developing ocean energy resources of East African coastal
member States was completed; and

c. Five scholarships for African researchers, engineers and
technicians in the field of solar energy have been arranged
with the French Government.

(d) Cartography and remote sensing

40. The secretariat rendered assistance to cartographic institutions in
member States and to multinational centres established under its auspices.
The Regional Centre for Services in Surveying, ~mpping and Remote Sensing
(RCSSMRS) at Nairobi was helped tg'draw up project documents for external
assistance and purchase of equipment for the African Doppler Observation
Surveys (ADOS) project, and an appraisal exercise of national cartographic
institutional capab i Li t Les in Uganda "",1 l':ozambique was c!\rripd out jointly
with RCSSMRS to seek external assistance for their respective economic
recovery programmes. Assistance was also given for developing the
curriculum of the Regional Centre for Training in Aerial Surveys (RECTAS)
at lle-lfe, Nigeria.

41. Furthermore, the secretariat advised the African Remote Sensing Council
and its subsidiary organs, and assisted in expanding the activities of the
regional centres for training and user assistance.

42. As principal investigator on behalf of member States, the secretariat
took part in technical verification of a new set of photographs from a
metric camera payload using the services of RECTAS and RCSSMRS. The first
batch of six stereo pairs of space photographs of two selected sites in
Africa was forwarded to the European Space Agency working group responsible
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for the experiment. A paper on African photogrammetry and resources
inventorying was presented at the world conference of the International
Society for Photogrammetry and Remote Sensing in Brazil.

(e) Resources of the sea

43. For the biennium 1984-1985 resources of the sea is a subprogramme of
the natural resources in Africa programme but the only resources available
are one and a half mo~thsi consultancy and $ 5,000 provided for travel on
missions. Consequently, it has been possible to implement some activities
only through the use of a consultant and by deploying staff from the other
subprogrammes. During 1984 national capabilities for the exploration,
exploitation and development of marine resources were studied at the African
Intergovernmental Meeting on aspects of applications of the provisions of
the Un1ted Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea that took place from
17 to 21 September 1984 in Addis Ababa. The report on national capabilities
was also presented to the eleventh meeting of the Conference of Ministers.

7. Science and technology

44. In the 1984-1985 work programme, a review of the implementation by
member States of chapter 5 on science and technology of the Lagos Plan
of Action was planned and a detailed questionnaire prepared by the
secretariat mailed to the focal points in the member States. Its results
will be presented to the Intergovernmental Committee of Experts for
Science and Technology Development during its meeting in 1985.

45. The secretariat undertook a mission from 26 May to 15 June 1984
to Rwanda, to the UDEAC, headquarters at Bangui, and to Mali to work out
measures for the diffusion of the various models of rural technologies
relevant to the problems and needs of the rural population in Africa,
considered at the second meeting of the Intergovernmental Committee of
Experts for Science and Technology Development and to study their national
legislation and machinery for regulating imports of technology. There was
also a secretariat study tour to the European Patent Office (EPO) head
quarters at Munich and the Hague. As immediate follow-up activities, ECA
and EPO agreed to consider for 1985: training an ECA officer in the use
and dissemination of technical information contained in patent documentation;
the possibility of holding a seminar in Addis Ababa on 'now to use the
technical information contained in patents", organized jointly by ECA and
EPO;and the possibility of providing an EPO adviser for the training course
organized by ARCEDEM in Nigeria.

46. As a continuation of TCDC, under the second grant provided by the
Indian Government to set up a training and demonstration centre on
appropriate rural technologies, a secretariat mission visited Kenya,
Senegal and Morocco, with an expert from India and is now making the final
choice of host country. The centre is to be established in 1985 and,



- 22 -

besides demonstration and training, will allow replication and populariza
tion of the technologies selected, with the help of local entrepreneurs.

47. In implementation of the Lagos Plan of Action, the secretariat
organized and serviced, in collaboration with international agencies such
as OAU, UNIDO, the United Nations Financing System for Science and
Technology for Development (UNFSSTD), the German ~oundation for International
Development (DSE) and the Canadian International Development and Research
Centre (IDRC), a meeting for African experts, in Swaziland from 22 to 26
October 1984, to study the implications of new and advanced technologies on
Africa's development strategy. The meeting deliberated on developments in
biotechnology, micro-electronics, materials technology, new energy techno
logies, remote sensing and communication technologies and made specific
recommendations in all these fields.

8. Transport, Communications and Tourism

48. Secretariat activities covered general and multimodal transport
problems, railways, roads, air, inland water and maritime transport and
ports; tourism; telecommunications, including satellite communications and
broadcasting; and postal services.

(a) Transport and tourism

49. Technical assistance to African countries and intergovernmental
organizations in the identification and formulation of projects in all
transport modes for the second phase of the Decade programme, and advisory
services for the implementation of various studies in various transport
modes and tourism were provided.

SO. The terms of reference, including selection and recruitment of
consultants, for the manpower and training survey on general and multimodal
transport were drawn up. The survey, to be completed by the second quarter
of 1985, is in progress and consultants have already embarked on field
missions to selected African countries.

51. A report to member States on priority programmes in transport and
communications for the land-locked developing countries in Africa was
begun in January 1985.

52. Seminars and workshops included:

(a) A seminar on transport statistics in June 198~ with assistance
from the Government of France, in co-operation with the Ecole Nationale
des Ponts et Chaussees in Paris;
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(b) A seminar on port operations, in co-operation with the Government
of USSR, in July 1984 in Leningrad, USSR;

(c) Support to the Eastern and Southern African Management Institute
(ESAMI) in Arusha, United Republic of Tanzania, in the form of lectures in
a course on transportation projects organized by the Institute;

(d) Preparatory activities for an inland water training course to
be organized in co-operation with the Polish Government, in Wroclaw, Poland,
in June 1985;

(e) Preparatory act1v1t1es for a seminar on railways to be held in
Arusha, United Republic of Tanzania, in September 1985.

53. In co-operation with the United Nations Conference on Trade and
Development (UNCTAD), the terms of reference were established for a
feasibility study on the establishment of a multinational shipping company
for members of the Preferential Trade Area (PTA) for Eastern and Southern
African States. They were discussed by the fifth meeting of the PTA Transport
and Communications Committee.

54. The Co-ordinating Committee of Ministers of the Trans-Central African
Highway (TCAH) and the Inter-State Facilitation Commission for the Trans
East African Highway Authority (TEAHA) were established.

(b) Communications

55. The activities undertaken by the ECA secretariat in the field of
communications related to the current programme of the United Nations
Transport and Communications Decade in Africa (UNTACDA) and embraced the
Pan-African Telecommunications Network (PANAFTEL) programme, organization
of seminars, servicing and/or participating in meetings and conferences.

56. As part of its assistance in mobilizing additional financial resources
for implementing broadcasting projects within the UNTACDA programme, the
secretariat organized the sixth Technical Consultative Meeting (TCM) between
African countries~ potential donors, international financial institutions,
United Nations specialized agencies and African intergovernmental organiza
tions. Furthermore, the Technical Meeting of Broadcasting Experts on the
report of the preparatory assistance project (RAF/Bl/009), which preceded
the sixth Technical Consultative Meeting (TCM) was organized jointly by
the International Telecommunication Union (ITU) and the ECA secretariat.

57. As a result of a series of meetings, the Inter-Agency Co-ordinating
Committee (IACC) for the establishment of a Regional African Satellite
Communications System agreed on the organization and assignment of tasks
among its members for the implementation of phase II feasibility study.



- 24 -

58. With a view to identifying areas of ECA/Brazil co-operation on the
improvement and development of telecolDlDUnications in Africa, a preliminary
study on the status, operation and maintenance of the PANAFTEL project
was undertaken.

59. During the first quarter of 1985, the secretariat, in collaboration
with a member of the LACC, will organize a conference of potential donors
to mobilize financial resources for imple~enting phase II feasibility
study on the establishment of a Regional African Satellite COlDlDUnications
System, and to work out ways of implementing some of the ECA/Brazil co
operation recommendations resulting from the ECA/Brazil study.

60. The secretariat carried out studies on rural postal services with a
view to indentifying the main obstacles to their development and on tariff
harmonization. In connection with the improvement of postal services in
Africa, it undertook a study (RAF/81!054) in the land-locked countries,
in collaboration with the Universal Postal Union (UPU). It also started
preparations for the ninth technical eonsultative meeting on postal services,
sched.i l ed to take place in 1985.

9. International trade and finance

61. The secretariat focused on five broad issues: domestic and intra
African trade and co-operation; trade information and promotion; money
and finance; trade with non-African countries; and activities of trans
national corporations in Africa.

(a) Domestic trade

62. Activities in 1984 were a continuation of those initiated during the
previous year. The emphasis was on the identification of domestic trade
distribution channels, bearing in mind the current food crisis' in Africa.
The preliminary study on the situation of domestic trade in Africa
(E/ECA/TRADE!3) was revised to include additional data and case studies
were carried out on domestic trade structures, mechanisms and distribution
channels in Sierra Leone, Senegal and Mali.

(b) Intra-African trade

63. Secretariat activities concentrated on assistance to subregional
institutions such as the Preferential Trade Area for Eastern and Southern
African States (PTA), the Economic Community of Central African States
(ECCAS) and the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS). The
ECA secretariat prepared, at the request of the PTA secretariat, a number
of technical papers on the Common List of Products to be Traded in P~,

the Manual on Customs Co-operation within P~ and a technical study on
product-by-product tariff negotiations and gradual removal of non-tariff
barriers.
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64. In the Central African subregion, the secretariat continued to assist
the newly established secretariat of the Economic Community of Central
African States to implement the Treaty and its protocols. The main studies
carried out by January 1985, with UNDP financial assistance, were aimed
at proposing concrete measures for the reduction and lor elimination of
tariff and non-tariff barriers for products to be traded within the
Community. Assistance to the MULPOCs was accorded very high priority.

(c) Trade information and trade promotion

65. The secretariat carried out its trade information, marketing research
and trade promotion activities through the Africa Trade Centre in the
International Trade and Finance Division and concentrated on three main
areaS: trade and finance information, trade promotion and advisory services
and training. In addition to the publication of five issues of "Flash
on Trade Opportunities" and three issues of the "African Trade Bulletin",
the Centre prepared profiles of African countries for the African Trade
Directory to be published in the last quarter of 1985. Preliminary work
was also undertaken on the establishment of an African Trade Information
System using the services of the Pan-African Documentation and Information
System (PADIS).

66. A major achievement was the establishment of the Federation of
African Chambers of Commerce in September 1984, when its constitution
was adopted (E/ECA/TRADE/20);.fulfilling the wishes expressed by the Heads
of State and Government of OAU in the Lagos Plan of Action. Twenty-four
national chambers of commerce, industry, mines and agriculture signed the
Constitution. The ECA secretariat was designated to serve as an interim
secretariat of the Federation and assisted its Bureau and the Governing
Council in working out ways of establishing an autonomous secretariat that
would become fully operational by January 1986 with its headquarters in
Cairo, Egypt.

67. With regard to trade promotion, ECA undertook follow-up activities
and prepared reports on the Joint Forest Industries Advisory Group/
Africa Trade Centre (FIAG/ATC) programme for the export of Eastem and
Southern Africa's wood and wood products to the Middle East. In that
connection, a market research and study tour was conducted in Middle
Eastern and North African countries early in 1984. .

68. Advisory services were provided as follows: the National Bank of
Ethiopia and the Commercial Bank of Ethiopia were assisted in completing
a study on import consolidation and trade information with a view to
reducing foreign currency wastage in import operations; advice was given
on ways of implementing UDEAC's project on trade information systems in
co-operation with the International Trade Centre/United Nations Conference
on Trade and Development/General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (ITC/
UNCTAD/GATT); assistance was given to the Dj ibouti and Ethiopian Chambers
of Commerce in their bilateral negotiations on Ethio-Djibouti trade issues.



- 26 -

(d) Monetary and financial relations

69. The secretariat's activities took place in an unfavourable inter
national climate. For most African countries, the flow of official
development assistance (ODA) had declined, interest rates remained high
and external debts were increasing. In an effort to find an African
response to some of these issues, the secretariat prepared a study on
Africa's external debts pursuant to resolution 520 (XIX) of the ECA
Conference of Ministers. A regional Ministerial Meeting on Africa's
External Indebtedness was held in Addis Ababa from 18 to 20 June 1984,
preceded by an experts' meeting from 14 to 17 June 1984. The Ministers
considered the above-mentioned study (E/ECA/TRADE/10) and adopted the
Addis Ababa Declaration on Africa's External Indebtedness which was
annexed to the Special Memorandum by the ECA Conference of Ministers on
Africa's Economic Crisis (E/ECA/CM.10/37/Rev.2). The Special Memorandum
and the Annex were submitted to the United Nations General Assembly by
the Economic and Social Council which met in July 1984. It was also
submitted to the Assembly of Heads of State and Government of OAU at its
twentieth ordinary session held in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, in November
1984.

70. The establishment of an African Monetary Fund was also accorded high
priority during this period. ECA prepared a feasibility study cn t i t Lcd
"Concepts, issues and mechanisms for the establishment of an African
Monetary Fund" in collaboration with the Organization of African Unity
(DAU) , African Development Bank (ADB) , African Institute for Economic
Development and Planning (IDEP) and the African Centre for Monetary
Studies (ACMS) which was approved at an inter-secretariat meeting held
in Addis Ababa from 14 to 18 January 1985. The final document was adopted
by the second meeting of the Intergovernmental Group of Experts from the
Ministries of Finance and Central Banks, held in Addis Ababa from 25 to 29
March 1985, which submitted its report to the sixth meeting of the
Technical Preparatory Committee of the Whole (TEPCQW). held in Addis Ababa,
Ethiopia,from 15 to 22 April 1985. A Joint Meeting of the h;inisLc~s of Fin.ancs
and Governors of Central Banks was held in Addis Ababa from 13 to 15 May
1985 to consider the study and make proposals on the establishment of the
Fund to the twenty-first session of the Assembly of Heads of State and
Government of QAU, to be held in June 1985.

71. The secretariat continued its assistance to SUbregional intergovern
mental organizations in the monetary and financial fields. A feasibility
study on the establishment of an Eastern and Southern African trade and
development bank was prepared in collaboration with the ACMS and PTA
secretariats and government experts from Malawi, Uganda, Zambia and Zimbabwe.
Direct assistance was also given to the Central African Clearing House
(CACH) by means of a seminar to evaluate CACH operations, held in Kinshasa
on 5 and 6 November 1984.



- 27 -

(e) Trade with non-African countries

72. The secretariat's efforts took into account the major difficulties
encountered by African countries in increasing their export earnings
against a background of unsteady or falling world commodity prices. It
concentrated on assisting them to derive maximum benefit from major inter
national economic negotiations in the context of the United Nations
Conference on Trade and Development and its permanent committees; the
successor arrangement to the African, Caribbean and Pacific/European
Economic Communities (ACP/EEC) Lome II Convention; and the Global System
of Trade Preferences (GSTP) among Developing Countries.

73. The third meeting of the Ministerial Follow-up Committee on Trade and
Finance for African Development met in May 1984 and considered a range of
trade issues of concern to Africa (E/ECA/CM.lO/36) including the joint
ECA/OAU secretariat "Review and assessment of the sixth session of the
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development" (E/ECA/OAU/7PJcv~/ll)

which highlighted some of the implications of UNCTAD VI on African
development. The review was subsequently submitted to the twentieth
ordinary session of the Assembly of Heads of State and Government of the
Organization of African Unity, held in Addis Ababa in November 1984.

74. Efforts to promote economic co-operation among developing countries
(ECDC) were also intensified by providing technical advisory services and
assistance to African delegations and undertaking certain preliminary
studies identifying products of interest to African countries ECA provided
the required expertise to the African group during the negotiating stages
and co-sponsored a seminar with the African Institute for Economic Develop
ment and Planning (IDEP) and a background paper, "The Lome Convention:
Umbrella for good neighbourliness", for a seminar specifically convened
for African negotiators within the African, Caribbean and Pacific (ACP)
countries.

75. The structure of trade and economic co-operation between Africa and
the Socialist countries of Eastern Europe was reviewed by the third meeting
of the Ministerial Follow-up Committee on Trade and Finance for African
Development. It observed that, despite the potential value of co-operation
in this area, most of the Socialist countries had not yet made a substantial
contribution to solving development problems in Africa. The Committee
therefore directed the secretariat to explore the possibility of serious,
direct dialogue on trade and economic relations and on how to intensify
co-operation between the two groups of countries.

(f) Transnational corporations in Africa

76. During the period under review, the Division prepared analytical and
qualitative studies which focused on policy issues and specific measures
to deal with transnational corporations (TNCs) in Africa, especially in the
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mining, agricultural and financial sectors. A general paper entitled
"Review of activities of transnational corporations in Africa: a
preliminary assessment" (E!ECA/UNCTC!16) has been prepared, summarizing
the findings of all research studies conducted by the Joint Unit since
1978, for presentation to ECA legislative organs. Studies were also
conducted on the role of transnational corporations in banking and other
financial institutions. Case studies were completed on Liberia and
Nigeria together with an integrated regional study on the role of trans
national banks and financial institutions in Africa's development process
(E/ECA/UNCTC!43) which incorporated five other case studies on Egypt,the
Sudan, Ethiopia, the United Republic of Tanzania and the Ivory Coast carried
out in previous years. Transnational activities in the other major sectors
such as agriculture, food processing and mining were also studied.

10. Technical assistance, co-ordination and operations

77. Using funds from United Nations, ocultilateral and bilateral sources,
ECA continued in 1984 to engage in diverse technical ('o-operation
activities.

78. United Nations Regular Programme funds amounting to $US 1,481,000
provided support to ten regional advisers and to MULPOC regional and
subregional services. The regional advisory services covered economic
co-operation, statistics, social development, manpower, development of
conventional and non-conventional sources of energy, public administration,
public finance, transport and communications and socio-economic research.

79. UNDP funds amounting to $US 7,045,393 were used to finance projects
in statistics, industry, national accounts, transport and communications
and the integration of women in development. UNDP funds also provided
support to the MULPOCs and to research centres, including the Eastern and
Southern Africa Mineral Resources Development Centre. the African Regional
Centre for Engineering Design and Manufacturing. the African Regional
Centre for Services in Surveying and Mapping, the Institute for Development
and Planning and the Eastern and Southern African Management Institute.

80. The amount of $US 3,275,373 made available by the United Nations Fund
for Population Activities (UNFPA) during 1984 was used to support ECA's
population infrastructure, regional advisory services in demographic
statistics, national workshops on population and development, the Institut
de formation et de recherche demographiques, the Regional Institute for
Population Studies, UDEAC/CREP, the Sahel Institute and the second African
Population Conference.

81. Under bilateral technical assistance and other programmes, direct
grants from donor Governments and organizations amounting to $US 1,997,108
provided expert services in agriculture, public administration, management
and manpower development, natural resources, industry, social development.
transport and communications, international trade, economic co-operation,
socio-economic research and planning and information.



- 29 -

82. The Voluntary Fund for the United Nations Decade for Women provided
$US 154,194 to strengthen national machinery for the integration of women
in development, for training and to support the infrastructure of the
African Training and Research Centre for Women. The United Nations
Environment Programme also provided $US 158,300 for ECA's Environment
Co-ordination Section.

83. The United Nations Trust Fund for African Development (UNTFAD) made
available $US 563,150 for projects in industry, agriculture, natural
resources, public administration, trade, economic co-operation and socio
economic research and planning.

11. Economic co-operation and integration

(a) Subregional and inte. -subrCiJicnd ",,-operation

(i) Assistance to the ~ultinational Programming and Operational
Centres (MULPOCs)

84. ECA has intensified its efforts to support and strengthen its five
Multinational Programming and Operational Centres (MULPOCs). ECA sub
stantive divisions provided servicing to the meetings of MULPOC policy
organs organized between January and April 1985.

85. In accordance with past practice, progress made in the implementation
of the work programmes adopted at previous sessions was reviewed in great
detail and new tasks were given to the MULPOCs.

86. Marked emphasis has been laid this year on the need to improve
substantially the harmonization and co-ordination of the MULPOC work
programmes with the work of ECA specialized divisions.

87. Also, in compliance with the needs of various MULPOCs as well as the
Commission I s previous resol'ltions on the strengthening of MULPOCs, and
as part of a phased restructuring exercise of the whole ECA secretariat t

a number of Professional and General Service staff have been reassigned
from headquarters to various MULPOCs.

(ii) Assistancc· Lo subregicnal economic group~ngs

88. Assistance with regard to legal and economic issues has been rendered
to PTA, ECOWAS, ECCAS, and to various ECA-sponsored institutions and other
intergovernmental organizations. The main features of such assistance
were as follows:

(a) For ECOWAS, a draft protocol on community enterprises and draft
statutes for the tribunal were prepared. The secretariat also helped in
the preparation and servicing of meetings convened to discuss the ECA
report on proposals for strengthening economic integration in West Africa;
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(b) A draft protocol with PTA on the relaxation and eventual elimina
tion of visa restrictions was also prepared. In addition, a draft charter
of the Federation of Chambers of Commerce in PTA subregions, a draft
charter of the PTA Trade and Development Bank and various draft amendments
to the PTA Treaty were submitted to appropriate PTA meetings;

(c) For the Economic Community of Central African States (ECCAS),
rules of procedure for the Authority of Heads of State and Government and
the Council of Ministers as well as draft financial and staff rules were
prepared as part of the various services the joint OAU/ECA secretariat
has been rendering to this nascent organization.

(b) ECA-sponsored institutions

89. The following main documents were prepared:

(a) Management Agreement between ADB and the African Industrial
Development Fund;

(b) Staff regulations for RECTAS;

(c) Draft constitution and rules of procedure for the African
Federation of Chambers of Commerce;

(d) Draft agreement on co-operation among intergovernmental
organizations (IGOs) in West Africa;

(e)
of Congo

Draft host country agreement between the Government of the Republic
and the Central African Mineral Resources Development Centre.

90. Various studies have also been carried out for the benefit of the
Economic Community of the Great Lakes countries (CEPGL) and UDEAC countries.

(c) Regional co-operation

91. The Ad Hoc Committee of Ten established by resolution 477 (XVIII) of
the ninth meeting of the EGA Conference of Ministers met several times at
ECA headquarters in order to implement the provisions of resolution 519 (XIX)
of the tenth session of the ECA Conference of Ministers on the evaluation,
harmonization, rationalization and possible merger of ECA- and OAU-sponsored
institutions. The Committee visited five of the remaining institutions,
namely: the Industrial Property Organization for English-speaking Africa
(ESARIPO). the Regional Centre for Training in Aerial Surveys (RECTAS), the
African Regional Centre for Engineering Design and Manufacturing (ARCEDEM),
the Port Management Association of West and Central Africa (PMAWCA) and the
Regional Institute for Population Studies (RIPS).
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(d) Interregional co-operation

92. By way of follow-up to the joint meeting between ECA and the United
Nations Economic Commission for Latin America (ECLA) held in June 1982,
a book entitled "Africa and Latin America: Perspectives for interregional
co-operation" dealing with co-operation between the member States of the
two Commissions in the fields of science and technology, manpower develop
ment and utilization and trade promotion was published. The proposals
contained therein will be submitted to the legislative organs of ECA and
ECLA (now ECLAC) for consideration and approval.

93. A contribution to the report of the high-level committee meeting to
review progress made in the implementation of the Buenos Aires Plan of
Action has been prepared by ECA.

(e) Afro-Arab co-operation

94. An Afro-Arab co-operation agreement has been signed between ECA and
the League of Arab States. The secretariat made a substantive contribution
to deliberations at the annual meeting of the Standing Committee on Afro
Arab Co-operation.

12. Social development, environment and human settlements

(a) Integrated rural development

95. The secretariat took significant practical steps for more effective
co-ordination of rural activities at the regional level. The first joint
meeting of the African Regional Inter-Agency Committee on Rural Development
and FAO's Fourth Inter-Agency Meeting for Africa on the follow-up of the
World Conference on Agrarian Reform and Rural Development (WCARRD) was
held at ECA, Addis Ababa, from 20 to 22 November 1984. It discussed ECA's
paper on "Strengthening of inter-agency co-operation in the field of
rural development in Africa" and decided to meet again in 1986.

96. Publication of ECA' s bulletin, "Rural Progress", continued.
its special issues was devoted to "International Youth Year 1985"
another to "Drought in Africa".

One of
and

97. Technical advisory services were provided to member States (Chad and
Guinea) at their request.

98. Five country case studies on the role of co-operation in the rural
productive sectors are almost complete.

(b) Youth and social welfare

99. During the period under review, the secretariat prepared a study on
family and child welfare policies, organizations and administration in
Africa. Its objective was to provide member States with guidance for
formulating appropriate family policies and programmes irt the Ii ht of
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present trends in the socio-economic situation of African countries. As
part of the implementation of the World Programme of Action for Disabled
Persons, and in pursuance of resolution 3 (III) of the Conference of
African Ministers of Social Affairs, the secretariat prepared a study on
the situation of disabled persons in Africa, intended to guide the
Commission in the elaboration of a regional disability programme in
implementation of the World Programme of Action for Disabled Persons.

100. A study on the role of youth in national development is in progress.
It is intended to assist member States to review their national youth
policies and programmes with a view to re-formulating, modifying, and
strengthening them to meet prevailing socio-economic conditions, in line
with the Africa Regional Plan of Action on Youth. The secretariat also
prepared and presented to the Conference of African Ministers of Social
Affairs a progress report on International Youth Year and related
activities.

(c) Social policy planning and institutions

101. A study on social trends and major social development problems in
Africa and a study on strategies and action programmes for the implementa
tion of the social aspects of the Lagos Plan of Action - African crisis
were reviewed and updated as working documents for the fourth Conference
of African Ministers of Social Affairs held in Addis Ababa from 18 to 25
March 1985.

102. A study on patterns of family and child welfare policies, organization
and administration in Africa was completed and presented to the fourth
Conference of African Ministers of Social Affairs as a background paper.

103. The secretariat took follow-up action on the recommendations of the
Regional Meeting on Crime Prevention and the Treatment of Offenders in
preparation for the seventh United Nations Congress on the Prevention of
Crime and the Treatment of Offenders, scheduled for August 1985. The
activities concerned mainly the formulation of new guiding principles for
crime prevention and criminal justice in the context of development and
the new international economic order. In collaboration with UNDP, the
Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs (CSDHA) and OAU,
the secretariat has been involved in preparations for the establishment
of the African Institute for the Prevention of Crime and Treatment of
Offenders.

(d) Advisory services carried out during the period under review

104. The following advisory services were provided during the period under
review:

(a) To Guinea on emergency requirements following the Gaoual-Koumbia
earthquake;
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To Chad on policies for human resources development, and on
review of the social situation in the country;

(c) To the African Group in New York on action to be taken to evolve
an African common stand during the elaboration of a draft convention on
the rights of migrant workers and a draft declaration on the rights of
non-citizens;

(d) To the DAD Refugee Bureau on the substance and format of the
draft Declaration and Programme of Action of the second International
Conference on Assistance to Refugees in Africa, and on possible approaches
to ensure adequate monitoring of follow-up on the 1979 and 1983 Arusha
meetings on refugees.

13. Environment

105. The annual report of the environment in Africa work programme for the
period May 1984 - May 1985 highlights (a) drought and desertification
(b) environmental education and training, (c) environmental impact '
assessment and (d) pollution control and waste disposal.

(a) Combating desertification and the impact of drought

106. At the tenth session of the EGA Conference of Ministers, held at
Addis Ababa in May 1984, the meeting considered two main environmental
reports, namely: (a) report of the Scientific Roundtable on the Climatic
Situation and Drought in Africa (E/ECA/CM.lO/23) and (b) report of the second
meeting of the Joint Intergovernmental Regional Committee on Human
Settlements and Environment (E/ECA/CM.lO/13). The Conference discussed
the critical economic and social conditions in Africa which were being
aggravated by drought and other natural calamities. It was noted that 34
African countries were affected by drought and desertification, 24 of them
to such an extent that food aid was a necessity, and that 16 of the 24 were
least developed countries (LDCs). The Scientific Roundtable report presented
a Regional Plan of Action to Combat the Impact of Drought in Africa which
was adopted by ECA resolution 499 (XIX). Another resolution, 528 (XIX),
called on ECA and the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) to explore
the feasibility of establishing an advanced centre for meteorology in
Africa to assist in the application of meteorological services for develop
ment and for combating drought. The meeting adopted ECA resolution
496 (XIX) on environment and development which called for the promotion
of technical co-operation, information exchange, technology and expertise
for combating desertification in Africa.

(b) Environmental education and training

107. A joint EGA/DNEP project FP/3l02-84-02 (2367) to incorporate environ
mental components into the training programmes of EGA-sponsored institutions
was funded by UNEP in late 1984 as a result of EGA resolution 496 (XIX) on
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environment and development by which a Programme of Action for Environmental
Education and Training in Africa was adopted.

108. The main purpose of the project activities was to develop a manpower
core of trained environmentalists who would enhance national awareness of
the need to incorporate environmental considerations into development
planning.

109. The initial phase of the project begun in January 1985 was to conduct
a comprehensive survey of the training courses in each of -b c 11 S,' lc c t r- -.: EC'_

sponsored regional and subregional institutions in Africa.

110. This was followed by a one-week session of trainers workshops, to
develop a core environmental curriculum, for 22 instructors from the 11
EGA-sponsored institutions. The workshop oriented the instructors towards
environmental issues, concepts and principles so that they could incor
porate such principles into the courses they teach at their respective
institutions.

(c) Environn'ental impact assessment

Ill. To ensure that development banks at national level are aware of the
environmental implications of their development activities, EGA has
submitted a project proposal to the African Development Bank (ADB) for
consideration.

112. Its purpose is to assist ADB to develop its own environmental
capabilities and those of national banks in member States.

(d) Pollution control and waste disposal

113. A comprehensive questionnaire was prepared on industrial activities
and measures for the protection of the environment in relation to agricul
tural and industrial development within the five countries of the North
African MULPOG.

114. The main objectives were:

(a)
within the

To identify
subregion;

the volume of industrial processing activities

(b) To identify environmental measures and capacity for the control
and management of agricultural and industrial waste in the area; and

(c) To make appropriate recommendations to the officials of the
North African MULPOG regarding a functional environmental infrastructure
for the control and management of agricultural and industrial wastes.
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14. Human settlements

115. The secretariat carried out certain studies including planning for
setting up production plant and decentralized construction services.
The objectives were to draw the attention of member States to the main
elements which must be taken into consideration in planning and develop
ing their local building materials industries. A study on the present
capacity of cement production within the African region was also
completed. Another study on national policies in human settlements,
dealing with the appropriate measures to be taken for acquiring and
developing land for housing intended for low-income groups was carried
out. A mission was organized to Botswana with the co-operation of the
United Nations Centre for Human Settlements to study innovatory mechanisms
in the financing of social housing in that country.

15. Public administration, management and manpower

(a) Development of budgetary and taxation systems

11f. At the request of the Botswana Institute of Administration and
Commerce, the secretariat assisted in organizing an induction course for
21 newly recruited public officers of the Botswana public service in
September 1984. It included public financial administration and budgetary
management. In October 1984 a training workshop on the 'tbnagement of
public finances for development in Socialist Ethiopia" was organized for
Ethiopian Government officials.

117. A report to the Association of African Tax Administrators (AATA) on
the feasibility study on the development or establishment of subregional
tax training facilities and centres in Africa was completed. It reviewed
and evaluated existing national taxation policies, systems and structures
in West African States, identified existing taxation policies which impede
inter-country and intra-regional movements of investment resources and
recommended taxation policies conducive to the economic integration of the
subregion which would attract investment from outside. A study on the
feasibility of introducing and operating efficiency audit systems for
public resources was completed, and included a field mission to Kenya and
the United Republic of Tanzania.

(b) Public administration and management

lIE. An important consequence of the socio-economic crisis 1n Africa is
a growing awareness that it is urgent to improve the performance of public
administration and management systems. ECA's assistance to member States
continued to aim primarily at increasing the capacity and capability of
public services through strengthening major institutions responsible for
formulating and implementing development plans, programmes and policies.
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Advisory services, technical co-operation, and publication of research
findings were the three main methods employed. Eighteen direct advisory
services were provided to 14 member States (Botswana, Cameroon, Ethiopia,
Gambia, Kenya, Liberia, Malawi, Mauritius, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, the
United Republic of Tanzania, Uganda, Zambia and Zimbabwe). Three of
these missions involved general surveys of public sector management
services with a view to identifying specific problem areas for which
remedial programmes are to be formulated in collaboration with member
States. Other advisory missions included training of local government
personnel, review of curriculum and training needs of management training
institutions, management problems of public enterprises, management
training for executives of public enterprises and restructuring of
institutes of public administration.

(c) Education, training, labour management and employment

119. Programme activities in this field focused on the interrelated areas
of formal and non-formal educational systems and practices, training for
skills development and transfer of techniques; career planning, guidance
and counselling; institution-building; fellowship administration, labour
and employment planning; and the development of institutional machinery
for manpower planning, development and utilization.

120. In education, country studies on non-formal education for integrated
rural development in Kenya, Lesotho and Ghana were carried out with a view
to determining its effectiveness in promoting integrated rural development.
A study was also made on optimization of resource use in institutions of
higher learning in Kenya, focusing on how far facilities could be used to
increase student intake and linking theory and practice in universities
and industries. Other studies were carried out on the impact and effective
ness of guidance and counselling programmes in education in Liberia, Togo
and the United Republic of Tanzania.

(d) Fellowship administration

(i) Bilateral fellowships

121. Fifty-nine fellowships were awarded to nationals of member States
through the secretariat by Czechoslovakia, France, the German Democratic
Republic, Greece, Italy, Poland, Turkey and the USSR. In four cases
candidates failed to avail themselves of the opportunities.

(ii) ECA-funded programme - United Nations Trust Fund for African
Development (UNTFAD)

122. Five fellows already undertaking studies in various African institu
tions will be supported with $ 18,000 released recently by the Executive
Secretary from UNTFAD. The small balance of $ 307 will be carried forward
for 1985 activities.
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(iii) UNDP-funded programme for training Namibians in the transport
sector

123. Two Namibians were placed with the Nigerian Railways Corporation on
a programme running into 1985 and two others participated in a seminar on
port operations held in Leningrad, USSR, during July and August 1984.

16. African Training and Research Centre for Women (ATRCW)

124. Immediately after the eighth ECA Conference of Ministers, preparatory
activities for the Regional Intergovernmental Preparatory Meeting for the
World Conference became the major concern of the Centre. From 23 to 25 July
1984, the secretariat participated in the Meeting of. Front-Line States on
Apartheid in Dar es Salaam. Meanwhile negotiations were completed with
the NGO Planning Committee to organize an NGO forum prior to the regional
Conference. Eventually this took place on 6 and 7 October 1984 in Arusha.

125. The Joint ECA/OAU Regional Intergovernmental Preparatory Meeting
for the World Conference on the United Nations Decade for Women/Third
Regional Conference on the Integration of Women in Development was held
in Arusha, United Republic of Tanzania, from 8 to 12 October 1984. Its
major outcome was the adoption of forward-looking strategies for the
advancement of women in Africa beyond the end of the United Nations
Women's Decade. The Conference was followed on 13 October 1984 by a donors'
roundtable on assistance to women in Africa which took note of the new
strategy drafted by an expert group meeting in Amsha from 4 to 6 October
1984.

126. In addition, the secretariat continued to assist member States to
upgrade women's technical skills and to promote income-generating activi
ties for women. Countries which received assistance during this period were
Eurundi, Ethiopia, the Ivory Coast, Togo and Zaire. Particular efforts
were also made to improve women's technical competence and in this corULction
connection, the secretariat organized fro~ 14 to 18 October 1984 in Kikuyu,
Kenya, a workshop to prepare a curriculum package suitable to the training
needs of women who enter business in English-speaking countries. A similar
workshop was organized from 27 to 30 November 1984 in Abidjan, Ivory Coast,
for French-speaking countries. Training programmes developed at the two
workshops placed great emphasis on business principles, investment and
financing options, developing a loan package and accounting, and a practical
teaching approach was adopted.

127. In response to requests for assistance from national liberation
movements, a mission was undertaken in August 1984 to SWAPO women's
settlements in Zambia to study the possibility of developing an income
generating and business training project for Namibian women in the settle
ments. As a follow-up, the secretariat is expected to initiate a project
which will be implemented in 1985 with UNICEF and 1LO in Zambia.
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128. In the past, language has always posed a considerable barrier to
assistance to newly-independent Portuguese-speaking countries. With the
recruitment of a Portuguese-speaking United Nations volunteer to the task
force programme in August 1984, efforts are being intensified to meet the
needs of women in those countries. The first task of the volunteer has
been to identify current development trends and the position of women
in them.

129. Dissemination of information on African women was another major task
of the secretariat. Food and agriculture being an area of major concern,
a pre-feasibility study on the prevention of food losses in Togo and Sierra
Leone was undertaken in conjunction with the ECA/FAO Joint Agriculture
Division. In addition to the studies carried out for the Regional
Conference, a study on women and the law in Uganda was undertaken and
several publications were finalized and distributed.

130. The monitoring was carried out by UNDP consultants who evaluated
women's programmes in the MULPOCs and submitted a report to the tripartite
review meeting on ATRCW projects funded by UNDP which took place in New
York from 21 to 23 January 1985. The fish-smoking project in Etieussika
and the Katiola pottery project, both in Ivory Coast, were also monitored
by the secretariat.

131. As a priority, assistance to member States was directed to drought
affected countries and focused on basic key areas identified in the Arusha
strategies: food and agriculture, industry, environment, science and
technology, water and energy and human resources development including
employment, health and education. Relevant projects are being prepared
for submission to donor Governments and agencies. The secretariat has
also organized three 10-week entrepreneurship courses which are expected
to train 39 women. Under its task force programme, a fact-finding mission
was undertaken to three Portuguese-speaking countries: Angola, Mozambique
and Sao Tome and Principe, to identify the special needs and problems of
women there.

17. Pan-African Documentation and Information System (PADIS)

132. During the period under review, the Central Co-ordination Office in
Addis Ababa carried out its activities through the following units:

(a) Computer Operations Section

133. The Computer Operations Section continued its normal operations
including the maintenance of existing software and the development of new
applications with particular reference to finance, stock-keeping and
personnel records in ECA and to the establishment of a statistical data
bank. Furthermore, the Section organized training sessions on the use of
word processors and the medical, library and transport data bases. The
facilities of the PADIS computer were used for the ECA Training Workshop on
Techniques for Analysis of National World Fertility Survey Data.
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(b) Computerized Documentation Section

134. The Computerized Documentation Section collected, analysed, indexed
and made abstracts of documents related to economic development issues
affecting African countries. During the period covered by this report,
it published five issues of DEVINDEX-AFRICA, Nos. 9, 10, 11, 12 and 13.
Staff members of the Section undertook missions connected with indexing
of documents and publication of indexes for centres in Guinea and the Niger.

135. In addition, a data base has been built up and an indexing system
developed for the analysis and computerization of references to minerals
and mining-related literature held by the Ministry of Mines of the
Government of Ethiopia.

(c) Training and User Services Section

136. Short courses on documentation and data-base management were arranged
for trainees as follows:

Country/Institution

Benin
Botswana
Kagera Basin Organization

No. of Trainees

2
1
1

Duration

4 weeks each (August 1984)
4 weeks (August 1984)
4 weeks (July 1984)

137. In addition, documentalists from the Central Co-ordination Office
trained national staff in document analysis techniques in the Niger and Guinea.

(d) Maintenance, Reprography and Printing Section

138. The Maintenance, Reprography and Printing Section continued to put
documents which had been fed into the system on to microfiches.

(e) National Documentation Centres

139. During the period under review, the national documentation centre
of the Republic of Benin was equipped with a computer configuration.
Advisory services were provided to the National Institute for Research of
the Government of Botswana to set up a national documentation centre.

(f) Subregional Documentation Centres

140. Plans to establish subregional information and documentation centres
within the framework of the MULPOCs have been postponed for another two to
three years owing to budgetary limitations. Instead, it has been decided
to begin implementation with national centres which will gradually evolve
into SUbregional centres. As a result, two centres to serve as national
centres for the first two years are being established at Lusaka (Zambia)
and Niamey (Niger).



- 40 -

(g) Directory of African Experts

141. Four supplements to
published and circulated.
setting up a data base of

the Directory of African Experts have been
Some basic work has been accomplished towards

African institutions that can be used in TCDC.

(h) Regional Technical Committee meeting

142. In accordance with the decisions of the ECA Conference of Ministers
at its tenth meeting, the Regional Technical Committee meeting was organized
in Addis Ababa on 26 and 27 March 1985. The report of the Committee was
submitted to the Conference of Ministers at its eleventh meeting.

C. Relations with other United Nations programmes

143. As in the past, close relations were maintained by the Commission
with other United Nations programmes as can be appreciated from the account
of the activities of the Commission contained in section B above.

144. UNDP funds were used to finance projects in statistics, industry,
national accounts, transport and communications, etc. Technical co
operation in management development continued under the second phase of
the UNDP-funded project "Improvement of Management skills delivery capabil
ity in the Eastern and Southern African Management Institute". In collabora
tion with UNDP, the United Nations Centre for Social Development and
Humanitarian Affairs and OAU, the secretariat had been engaged in preparations
for tile establishment of the African Institute for the Prevention of Crime
and Treatment of Offenders.

145. A manual prepared by ECA on the assessment of ground-water resources
was circulated to UNESCO and the Department of Technical Co-operation for
Development for comment. In collaboration with the German Foundation for
International Development (DSE) and the African Regional Centre for
Technology (ARCT) the secretariat organized a preparatory meeting on science
and technology in April 1984, which worked out plans for a workshop to be
held for selected countries in the East African subregion.

146. The secretariat also participated together with UNDP and the African
Regional Centre for Technology (ARCT) in the second Tripartite Review
Meeting on UNDP project RAF/82/039, held in Dakar ou 25 and 26 September
1984 to review progress since the first tripartite meeting.

147. In collaboration with AFRAA, AFCAC and OAU, the secretariat prepared
reports for the African Conference on Freedoms of the Air which took place
in Mbabane, Swaziland, in November 1984. On the basis of a preparatory
document, UNDP approved preparation of a full-scale project document and
terms of reference for a Transport Master Plan in Africa.



148. In co-operation with UNCTAD the secretariat prepared training
materials on ·~ltinational enterprises as an approach to subregional
integration·· and an appraisal of trade regulations in PTA countries for
a PTA workshop for officials from chambers of commerce, customs authorities
and Ministries of Trade held in Harare, Zimbabwe, from 14 to 19 June 1984.
It also completed a study on trade and economic relations between develop
ing African and Socialist Eastern European countries as part of the back
ground material for a bilingual subregional seminar on the development of
trade between the Socialist countries of Eastern Europe and the developing
countries of Eastern and Southern Africa organized jointly by ECA and
UNCTAD and financed by the USSR/D~DP Trust Fund and the German Democratic
Republic.
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III. TilENTIETIf SESSION OF THE Cm,li'iISSION AND ELEVENTIJ "1EETII~G

OF THE CONFERENCE OF MINISTERS

A. Attendance and organization of work

149, The twentieth session of the Commission and eleventh meeting of the
ECA Conference of Ministers was held at Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, from 25
to 29 April 1985. }1r. Wako Yizila, Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni
potentiary of the Republic of Zaire to Ethiopia, opened the meeting on
behalf of the outgoing Chairman of the tenth meeting.

Lie. Opening addresses were delivered by Comrade Addis Tedla, Pi'iAC Standing
Committee Member, Deputy Chairman of the National Committee for Central
Planning and Member of the Politburo of WPE; Ndugu B. Mkapa, [,JP, Minister
of Foreign Affairs, United Republic of Tanzania, Chairman of the Ministerial
Steering Committee to prepare the documents for the twenty-first DAU summit;
and the Secretary-General ad interim of the Organization of African Unity.
The Executive Secretary of ECA read out a message from the Secretary-General
of the United Nations.

l51, The meeting was attended by representatives of the following States
members of the Commission: Algeria, Angola, Benin, Botswana, Burundi,
Cameroon, the Central African Republic, Chad, the Comoros, the Congo,
Djibouti, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, Gabon, the Gambia, Ghana,
Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, the Ivory Coast, Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia, the Libyan
Arab Jamahiriya, Malawi, 11ali, ~1auritania, '10 rocco , Moz amb i que , the Niger,
Nigeria, Rwanda, Sao Tome and Principe, Senegal, Sierra Leone, the Sudan,
Togo, Tunisia, Uganda, the United Republic of Tanzania, Zaire, Zambia
and Zimbabwe.

l52. In accordance with paragraph 9 of the Commission's terms of reference,
observers were present from the following Member States of the United
Nations not members of the Commission: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, China,
Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Finland, France, the German Democratic Republic,
the Federal Republic of Germany, India, Italy, Jamaica, Japan, ",exico,
Norway, Romania, Spain, Sweden, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics,
Venezuela and Yugoslavia.

i55. Observers for the Holy See and the Republic of Korea, States not
Members of the United Nations, were also present.

154 .. The African National Congress of South Africa (ANC) and the Pan
Africanist Congress of Azania (PAC) were represented, in accordance with
the Commission's rules of procedure.

IS5. Representatives of the following United Nations bodies attended the
meeting: Department of International Economic and Social Affairs (DlESA),
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), United
Nations Office for Emergency Operations in Africa, United Nations Conference
on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), United Nations Centre for human Settlements
(HABITAT), Regional Commission1 Liaison Office, United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP), International Labour Organisation (ILO), Food and Agri
culture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), United Nations Educational,
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Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), International Civil Aviation
Organization (ICAO), World Health Organization (WHO), World Bank, Inter
national Monetary Fund (IMF) , World Meteorological Organization (WMO),
International Maritime Organization (IMO), World Intellectual Property
Organization (WIPO), United Nations University (UNU), International Fund
for Agricultural Development (IFAD), World Food Programme ~FP), World
Food Council (WFC) and General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT).

156. The following intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations
were represented in accordance with paragraph 11 of the Commission's terms
of reference: African Development Bank (ADB), African Institute for Higher
Technical Training and Research (AIHTTR), African Regional Centre for
Engineering Design and Manufacturing (ARCEDEM), African Regional Organization
for Standardization (ARSO), African Centre for Monetary Studies (ACMS),
Centre on Integrated Rural Development for Africa (CIRDAFRICA), Central
African Customs and Economic Union (UDEAC), Economic Community of the
Great Lakes countries (CEPGL), Institute for Economic Development and
Planning (IDEP), Institut de formation et de recherche demographiques
(IFORD), Organization of African Unity (OAU), Pan-African Women's Organiza
tion (PAWO), Preferential Trade Area (PTA) for Eastern and Southern African
States, Regional Centre for Services in Surveying, Mapping and Remote Sensing
(RCSSMRS), Regional Centre for Training in Aerial Surveys (RECTAS), Regional
Institute for Population Studies (RIPS), Southern Africa Development Co
ordination Conference (SADCC), Trans-East African Highway Authority (TEAHA),
West African Development Bank (BOAD), and the International Planned Parent
hood Federation (IPPF).

157. The Conference unanimously elected the folloWing officers:

Chairman:

First Vice-Chairman:

Second Vice-Chairman:

Rapporteur:

H.E. Mr. Bernard Chidzero (Zimbabwe)

H.E. Mr. Etienne Ntsama (Cameroon)

H.E. Mr. Ali Oubouzar (Algeria)

H.E. Mr. Cheikh Hamidou Kane (Senegal)

B. Agenda

158. On 25 April 1985, the Conference adopted the following agenda:

Conference theme: African economic and social crisis: Prospects and
perspectives

1. Opening of the meeting.

2. Minute of silent prayer or meditation.

3. Election of officers.

4. Adoption of the agenda and organization of work.
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5. General debate on:

(a) African economic and social crisis: review of developments
since the Commission's last session in May 1984;

(b) Economic issues coming before the twenty-first summit of the
Assembly of Heads of State and Government of the Organization
of African Unity as agreed by the forty-first session of
the OAU Council of Ministers, Addis Ababa, 25 February to
4 March 1985;

(c) Issues on the African cr1S1S coming before the second regular
session of the Economic and Social Council in July 1985 
Priority consideration of the question;

(d) Questions coming from subsidiary organs of the Commission;

(e) ECA programme of work and priorities for 1986-1987;

(f) United Nations Trust Fund for African Development;

(g) Other relevant issues that member States may wish to raise
during the general debate.

6. Report and recommendations of the sixth Technical Preparatory
Committee of the Whole on economic issues coming before the
twenty-first Summit of the Organization of African Unity.

7. Report and recommendations of the Technical Preparatory Committee
of the Whole on issues on the African economic situation coming
before the second regular session of ECOSOC (July 1985).

8. Fifth Biennial Pledging Conference to the United Nations Trust
Fund for African Development.

9. Report and draft resolutions from the sixth meeting of the
Technical Preparatory Committee of the Whole for adoption by
the Conference of Ministers.

10. Adoption of th~ report and recommendations of the fifth meeting
of the Conference of Ministers of African Least Developed
Countries.

11. Date and venue of the twenty-first session of the Commission
and twelfth meeting of the Conference of Ministers.

12. Any other business.
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13. Adoption of the report of the twentieth session of the Commission/
eleventh meeting of the Conference of Ministers of the Commission.

14. Closure of the meeting.

C. Account of Proceedings

Opening addresses

159. In a message read by Comrade Addis Tedl~, llember of the Politburo
and Member of the Central Committee of WPE and Deputy Chairman, National
Committee for Central Planning, Comrade Mengistu Haile-Mariam, General
Secretary of the Worker~ Party of Ethiopia, Chairman of the Provisional
Military Administrative Council and Commander-in-Chief of the Revolutionary
Armed Forces of Ethiopia welcomed participants on behalf of the Workers'
Party, the Government and the people of Ethiopia.

160. The ECA Conference of Ministers, the message went on, had to deliberate
on issues of particular importance to Africa: the food crisis, the debt
crisis, the problem of least developed countries (LDCs), and the defective
world economic system. About 150 million people in more than 20 African
countries faced malnutrition, hunger or famine owing to a steady decline
in agricultural production aggravated by catastrophic drought. In Ethiopi~

alone, 10.8 million people were affected by food shortages and 7.9 million
of those needed assistance. The steps taken to cope with the problem
included resettling drought-affected people and pursuing intensive water
and soil conservation programmes. The results of those programmes, so far,
were encouraging. Immediate action was needed to alleviate the suffering;
medium- and long-term measures were required to increase food and agricUl
tural production, to combat natural calamities and to reverse the trend of
desertification.

161. A collective African effort was needed to bring about a solution to
the debt crisis, which was a serious stumbling block to development efforts;
African countries also needed to manage their individual debts better.
The least developed, land-locked and island countries which constituted the
majority of African States were in desperate need of financial and technical
assistance, but the developed countries had failed to honour pledges made
at various international gatherings including the 1981 United Nations
Conference on the Least Developed Countries which had adopted the Substantial
New Programme of Action.

162. The current crlSlS in Africa could be attributed to a defective world
economic system with in-bui11 imbalances. In the face of declining export
prices and earnings, a heavy debt burden, reduced import capacity, inadequate
external assistance, widespread trade protectionism, high interest rates
and excessive currency fluctuations, the developing countries must unify



- 46 -

their efforts to introduce a new international economic order. Collective
self-reliance and intra-African co-operation were most important. Africa's
aim should be to rely entirely upon itself; meanwhile it should mobilize
and make effective use of all possible external assistance.

163. The Executive Secretary read out a message from the Secretary-General
of the United Nations which said that African Governments must take the
lead in defining the action and international support required to alleviate
their difficulties.

104. The Secretary-General was aware that African countries could not, by
themselves, overcome all their problems; sustained international co
operation in support of their present efforts was needed. In December 1983,
he had taken the initiative to alert the international community to the
rapidly deteriorating economic and social plight of African countries.
In December 1983, he had created an office for emergency operations in
Africa to co-ordinate the flow of assistance to affected countries and
provide a framework for international action. An International Conference
on the Emergency Situation in Africa had been held in Geneva in March 1985,
to raise funds to cover the emergency requirements, estimated at SUS 1.7
billion, of seriously affected African countries.

165. The response had been encouraging. The Secretary-General nevertheless
shared the concern of many African leaders with resources for rehabilita
tion and long-term development, since Africa's economic difficulties had
not corne about only with the recent drought. The World Bank had a special
facility for Africa which could finance structural adjustment and rehabilita
tion projects, but more was needed to satisfy Africa's future financial
requirements.

166. The need for close co-ordination of steps to alleviate the emergency
with action for the longer term lent importance to the decision by the
Economic and Social Council to examine the immediate and long-term aspects
of the crisis at its second regular session of 1985; it was also central
to the decision to devote the twenty-first summit of OAU to a consideration
of special measures for the attainment of the objectives of the Lagos Plan
of Action.

167. The Secretary-General was confident that the Conference would COIl
tribute cOIlstructively to the forthcoming meetings of the Council and OAU.

168. fhe representative of the United Republic of Tanzania, speaking as
Chairman of the Steering Committee established to prepare the documentation
for the twenty-first Assembly of Heads of State and Government of OAU,
said he was very sorry that his country had not been in a position to host
the Conference. He apologized for the inconvenience caused by his
Government's decision which, he emphasized, had been taken in the interests
of ECA and OAU.
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lGY. The OAU Council of Ministers at its forty-first session had called
upon the ECA Conference of Ministers to focus on the proposed agenda for
the twenty-first Assembly of Heads of State and Government of OAU, which
would be devoted chiefly to a consideration of economic matters. The
decision by the Heads of State and Government of OAU to focus on economic
issues bore witness to the concern of African Governments for genuine
economic development in the region. The Lagos Plan of Action and the Final
Act of Lagos had been adopted to guide and expedite the transformation of
African economies and improve the quality of life of Africans. They
required collective efforts, regardless of political, ideological and
economic barriers, to chart the immediate and long-terw evolution of
African economies. African countries must mobilize all their national
resources to produce the goods which they consumed domestically. Intra
African economic co-operation in programme and project design and implementa
tion must be vigorously pursued, and African Stat~s must support existing
instruments of intra-African co-operation.

170. While expressing appreciation to the members of the international
community who had responded to the appeal for food and other materials
essential to the millions of Africans affected by drought and famine, he
pointed out that Africa's mounting external debt needed a long-term solution.
The industrialized countries had always adopted a collective position on the
terms and conditions that should apply to their loans; the developing
countries had adopted individual positions, and that had weakened Africa's
bargaining power.

171. The International Monetary Conference on Reforming the Inter
national monetary system, which had been called for by the Non-
aligned Movement, would five the international community an opportunity
to review existing institutions, including IMF, and restructure them
in order to enable them to respond effectively to the needs of the
developing countries.

::2. The next speaker, the Executive Secretary of ECA, said that the
response of the international community to the present drought in Africa
had been extremely positive. The response to the previous year's Special
Memorandum had strengthened the belief of most Africans and their Govern
ments in the oneness of the world and the essential humanity of man.
Largely as a result of that response he had not found it necessary to
convene an emergency session of the Commission. He also expressed his
appreciation of the ceaseless efforts by the Secretary-General of the
United Nations to focus attention on the emergency in Africa and to mobilize
resources in aid of the affected countries.

l7~. The present devastating drought was both a consequence and a cause of
Africa's development problems. 1hat and a number of other factors combined
had debilitated the whole of Africa. To reverse present trends, resume
the process of development and bring about an increasing measure of self
reliance, Africa needed to attack its problems at the root. That was the
objective of the present Conference.
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174. The starting point for any attack on the development problems of
must be an assessment of the Lagos Plan of Action and the Final

Act of Lagos. Action to accelerate the implementation of the Lagos Plan
must be based on a realistic appreciation of the causes of the gulf between
the promise of April 1980 and Africa's dismal economic performance from
1980 to 1985. The conclusion of the debate on that issue in the Technical
Preparatory Committee meeting was that the drastic departure from past socio
econorri,c structures and patterns and the internalization of the development
process envisaged in the Lagos Plan of Action had yet to take place.
Glven the disturbing Change in the attitudes and policies of some of th~

major donor countries toward international co-operation, with development
aid fatigue having set in and the possibility of humanitarian aid fatigue
to follow, he was compelled to repeat the advice he had proffered three
years earlier: African Governments and peoples should adopt a siege
approach to development. A period of purposeful development-oriented
austerity was inevitable. Africa might not have another chance to save
its economies from total collapse.

175. The Secretary- General ',: interim of the Organization of African Unity
explained that the eleventh ECA Conference of Ministers was expected to
contribute to the preparation for the twenty-first summit of the Assembly
of Heads of State of the Organization of African Unity; in that context he
lauded the excellent co-operation between the OAU and ECA secretariats.

176. Reviewing the acute food situation in Africa, he described the
sJffering in the drought-affected countries and reported on desertification
and the poor economic performance of the African countries with their
increasing populations. He welcomed the establishment of an Intergovern
mental Authority on Drought and Desertification (ICADD) in Eastern Africa
in addition to the existing permanent Inter-State Committee on Drought
Control in the Sahelian countries, and hoped that efforts would be inten
sified at the national level by instituting co-ordination units and measures
aimed at the protection of the common eco-isys t cm,

177. Further, the mounting external debt and the increasing debt servicing
burden on African countries were issues of serious concern; he called for
a dialogue between the rich and the poor countries and hoped that the
Conference would endorse the proposal of the forty-first OAU Council of
Ministers for a united African position.

178. There were over 5 million refugees and 10 million displaced persons in
.\Cri :c:. While apartheid in South Africa had resulted in large refugee
flows across the continent, the acts of some independent African countries
had also led to an increase in their numbers. Solutions had to be found
to these problems; the principle of burden-sharing had to be reconSidered;
but above all the root causes of the refugee problem had to be tackled.
In connection with the problem of displaced persons, a co-ordinating body
to deal with their problems had to be established.
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179. He then drew the attention of the meeting to the call for a common
platform for action at the national, regional and international levels
and to the destabilization policies of South Africa vis-a-vis the front
line States.

180. In conclusio~ he appealed for a strategy of African development in
accordance with the Lagos Plan of Action and stressed the need to accord
priority to food, drought, desertification and Africa's mounting external
debt; furthermore he expressed the hope that the Conference would recommend
concrete measures to be taken by the Heads of State and Government of the
Organization of African Unity, and wished the Conference success in its
deliberations.

181. The representative of Zaire thanked member States on behalf of the
uutgoing Chairman, who had been unable to attend, for the confidence they
had shown in Zaire in electing it to preside over the tenth ECA Conference
of Ministers. The Special Memorandum on the Economic and Social Crisis in
Africa adopted during that Conference had been received with unprecedented
acclaim on the international scene.

182. The United Nations General Assembly, at its thirty-ninth session, had
adopted a Declaration on the Critical Economic Situation in Africa, and the
Secretary-General had set up a special office to deal solely with the crisis
in Africa. The third African Regional Conference of FAO, held in Harare,
Zimbabwe, in early 1985 had adopted the Harare Declaration which accorded
top pTiority to the agricultural sector. African States individually had
taken action to check the effects of the crisis, drought, desertification,
adverse weather conditions and natural disasters. However, the greatest
manifestation of Africa's will to tackle the crisis which ravaged it had
been the decision of its Heads of State and Government to devote the greater
part of the deliberations at their twenty-first summit to the economic
problems of the continent and to set up a special fund for drought and
famine. Certain countries had already contributed to the fund: he appealed
to other countries to contribute as soon as possible.

183. Substantial efforts were being made by African States to realize the
objectives set forth in the Lagos Plan of Action. Co-operation between
OAU and ECA was gaining greater strength with the establishment of joint
machinery for co-operation and the joint organization of sectoral meet-
ings within the context of the Lagos Plan of Action. Substantial progress
had been made at the subregional level with the establishment and strengthen
ing of such subregional groupings as PTA, ECCAS and ECOWAS. A new approach
to Africa's burdensome debts was now being envisaged: a common platform
for future negotiations with funding agencies on relief measures to enable
African countries to carry out their development programmes under the best
of conditions.
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184. If Africa was really determined to lay solid foundations for develop
ment. it would have to struggle. It was not by hiding from reality that
it would build genuine, solid development.

185. On behalf of all participants, the representative of the Central
African Republic proposed a vote of thanks to the Government. the Workers'
Party and the people of Ethiopia for the warm welcome given to delegations
and all the facilities made available to the Conference.

General debate (agenda item 5)

(a) African economic and social cr1S1S: review of developments since
the Commission's last session in May 1984;

(b) Economic issues coming before the twenty-first summit of the
Assembly of Heads of State and Government of the Organization
of African Un1ty as agreed by the forty-first session of the OAU
Council of Ministers, Addis Ababa, 25 February - 4 March 1985;

(e) Issues on the African crisis coming before the second regular
seSS10n of the Econom1c and Soc1aI Counc11 1n July 1985 
Prior1ty cons1derat1on of the question;

Cd) Questions coming frJm subsidiary organs of the Commission;

(e) ECA programme of work and priorities for 1986-1987;

(f) United Nations Trust Fund for African Development;

(g) Other relevant issues.

186. The representative of the Congo stated that the Conference was being
held at a time of crisis in international economic relations, whose effects
were being felt severely by the continent and the African peoples, five
years after the adoption of the Lagos Plan of Action and the Final Act of
Lagos for the implementation of the Monrovia Strategy for Africa's develop
ment. The fundamental question was how to translate into facts the
objectives set forth in the Lagos Plan of Action for the implementation of
the Monrovia Strategy and to find solutions to the crisis afflicting the
continent.

137. As a step in the right direction, relentless efforts were needed to
bring about food self-sufficiency and collective self-reliance; that could
be achieved only through firm political commitments to overcome integration
difficulties and achieve African co-operation.

188. In conclusion, he extended the invitation of his country to host the
twenty-first session of the Commission/twelfth meeting of the Conference
of ECA Ministers in 1986.
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IB9. The Chairman thanked the Government of the Congo for the invitation
and said that, since the Government of Cameroon had also invited the
Commission to hold its twenty-first session in its country, an appropriate
decision would have to be made later.

190. The representative of the Comoros thanked the ECA Executive Secretary
for his indefatigable efforts to make high quality documents available to
the Conference.

191. The remoteness of Comoros, particularly o i t h re,;ard to communications,
had contributed greatly to the ignorance by other Afr1can countries of the
most acute problems afflicting his country, namely cyclones, floods, drought
and other related natural disasters as well as malnutrition, under-equipment
and under-exploitation of available resources.

192. He reminded the Conference that imported African economic systems were
not adapted to the ne~ds of the continent and that, if development plans
were to attain the objective of self-sustaining, self-reliant development,
all analysis must be centred on the farmers' living conditions since a
clear perception of their difficulties would provide a key to solving many
problems.

193. He concluded by calling on the Conference to adopt an approach making
max1mum use of African know-how and learning so as to be independent of
those who at present profited most from African resources, to the ,ictric0nt
of Africans themselves.

lS4. The representative of Nigeria observed that the causes of Africa's
economic crisis had been identified as poor performance in the agricultural
sector, high population growth, drought, desertification, unfavourable
terms of trade, heavy external debt and high debt service payments in
relation to foreign exchange earnings. National measures to deal with
these problems were quite often inadequate: external assistance was needed.
International financial organization£ and multilateral donors could play
a crucial role in helping to stem net capital outflows from the region.
He endorsed the idea of taking a collective African approach to the
continent's debt problem, to supplement national measures, and emphasizing
specific programmes in order to achieve the objectives of the Lagos Plan
of Action.

';j. The representative of Ghana referred to efforts his country had made
in agriculture to stimulate food production and combat desertification and
to its far-reaching measures to equip women to contribute more meaningfully
towards production and development. It h~d ""de "very effort to stren;ltheu
the National Council on Women and Development which had drawn up programmes
to mobilize rural women for income-generating activities; cottage industries
had been established and programmes set up to raise their status through
pLbl' education and research. In that context, his Government had re
intorced its commitment to progressive popUlation policies and instituted
measures aimed at eliminating inequalities in education, training and
employment.
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196. However, the scarcity of resources, ba1ance-of-payment problems, and
substantive foreign exchange leakages constituted impediments which had
reduced Ghana's ability to attain the goals set out in the Lagos Plan of
Action and, at great sacrifice it had adopted monetary and fiscal policies
aimed at surmounting these obstacles; although some measure of success had
been achieved, such gains had remained fragile. and it was becoming
increasingly clear that national efforts had to be supplemented by greater
co-operation at the subregional, regional and international levels.

197. the representative of Rwanda summed up the conClusions reached during
the eiphth meeting of the Gisenyi MULPOC, held on "1 und 22 March 1985,
on prorrammes and priorities in agriculture, industry, energy. natural
resources. transport and communications, trade and finance and the integra
tion of WOmen in development.

198. He called upon the ECA secretariat to put at the disposal of the
Gisenyi MULPOC human and material resources, so as to enable it to carry
out the programme adopted, especially during the present crisis which
required sustained efforts to rehabilitate the economies of the subregion.

199. The representative of Uganda emphasizeti the need for effective
mecnan1sms to increase financial transfers to the least developed countries
in the African region. He called for collective action to reduce the
overall problems connected with the transfer of financial resources and
technology from the developed to the developing countries; he also called
for less emphasis to be put on feasibility studies, and for a i-cduction in
mechanisms that retarded project formulation and implementation.

200. Countries striving to achieve food self-sufficiency should take a
keen look at the suggestions of the World Bank on the subject: the payment
of remunerative prices and the provision of improved agricultural tools to
farmers were the most expeditious means of stimulating agricultural output.
His own country was capable of producing surplus food to export, but it
required international support first to help it attain self-sufficiency
in food.

201. The Lagos Plan of Action had not been very explicit in dealing with
population issues, but the gap had been filled by the Kilimanjaro Programme
of Action which mapped out courses allowing African countries to accord
population a central place in their plans for economic and social development.
achieve population growth rates that were compatible with desired development
goals and reduce their high childhood dependency rates. He emphasized the
importance of comprehensive population programmes in the plans of African
countries and stressed that the Ki1imanjaro Programme would improve African
Governments' ability to tackle education, health and employment problems,
He concluded by calling for international assistance in integrating
population variables in development planning and stressed the need for
African Governments to adopt population policies that would accord with the
objectives identified in the Lagos Plan of Action.



- 53 -

:0:. The representative of Guinea acknowledged the soundness of the critical
analyses contained in the documents submitted to the Conference and deplored
the weakness of the economic structures in Africa, based on primary and
mineral products.

7.03. Taking his country as an example of agricultural production, he
pointed to the low production compared to the extent of arable land which
was utilized at a rate of only 20 per cent in spite of a tropical climate
and generous hydrological resources. He attributed the disappointing
performance to the lack of incentives for agricultural production, the lack
of production inputs such as fertilizers, agricultural credit and extension
services for farmers. the inadequacy and obsolescence of transport infra
structure~, and the competition from imported products on the domestic
market.

"04. These shortcomings had had an impact on the income of farmers who had
not been given assistance. Industry had not fared well either; only extract
ive industries had shown moderate growth in real terms between 1981 and
1984 while manufacturing industries had suffered from a quasi chronic
under-utiiization·of their productive capacity.

2:15, That situation. together with a drop in foreign currency earnings and
increasing investment needs. had resulted in excessive indebtedness with its
subsequent heavy debt service. The gloomy economic situation was compounded
by natural disasters such as drought which affected 16 of the 33 admini
strative districts of the country and had compelled Guinea to request the
Economic and Social Council in July 1981 in Geneva for international
assistance.

?-OG. He expressed satisfaction at the favourable reaction from donor
countries, donor organizations and. in particular. those of the United
Nations system which had assisted his country in the elaboration of a
transitional programme of reconstruction for the period 1985-1987 according
high priority to rural development. the development of infrastructuTC.
and technical and professional training.

207.. He concluded by reiterating his firm commitment to endorse all recom
mendations contained in the documents to be submitted to the Heads of
State and to the Economic and Social Council so that the international
community could become aware of the need to assist Africa to emerge from
the present crisis.

208. The representative of Guinea-Bissau expressed his appreciation to
those funding agencies which had participated in the Roundtable organized
in his country as a follow-up to the Geneva Conference. That meeting had
taken stock of the situation and identified errors and inadequacies in
order to determine the areas which should be strengthened for the support
of funding agencies to the development efforts of his country.
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20,:. The representative of Sierra Leone stressed the need for African
countries to press on with those initiatives and solutions which had been
identified as necessary for alleviating suffering in the region. He
appealed to the international community to accelerate its co-operation
and exercise greater flexibility in helping Africa attain its priority
development goals; to win that support, Africa had to demonstrate a pre
paredness to solve its own problems.

210. The representative of the Sudan stated that drought was one of the
most important problems facing the African continent, since it had led to
a considerable decline in foodstuffs and animal wealth. In the Sudan, more
than 5 million citizens were affected by the drought and more than one
million children suffered from malnutrition and disease. His country had
requested assistance from the international community and friendly nations,
which had responded favourably; he hoped their assistance would continue
so that the Sudan would overcome th~ present crisis and its side-effects.

21J. He also mentioned that the Sudan had received more than one million
refugees from the neighbouring African countries and, in reference to
Africa's debt and its effects on the implementation of development plans,
requested GAU and ECA to continue their efforts to solve the problem
through negotiations between international creditors and African borrowers.

212. The representative of Senegal said that the present Conference marked
a decisive stage in Africa's search for solutions to the crises engulfing
the continent. The documents before the Conference indicated that if the
measures advocated in the Lagos Plan of Action had been implemented at the
national, regional and international levels and integrated into the pro
grammes and activities being conducted in various African countries,
rehabilitating such an important sector as food and agriculture would
never have become an issue.

:;~. To date, the only method used to alleviate the burden of Africa's
external debt had been rescheduling. A proper remedy would have to include
the total or partial conversion of debts contracted under official develop
ment assistance into grants. In order to initiate such measures, the most
appropriate framework under the current circumstances would be to hold an
international conference at which lenders and African debtor countries
could discuss the problems involved.

214. The negative attitude of certain developed countries could ?:lr:llysc
certain organizations in the United Nations system if it could not actually
call their objectives into question. It was indispensable, he said, for
African countries to assist and support those organizations so as to prevent
selfish considerations from relegating to the background the problems of
development and the role that those organizations could play in coping
with them.
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;15. The representative of Egypt emphasized the need for action to stabilize
African export earnings through fair and remunerative prjces. He recommended
increased efforts to negotiate commodity agreements within the framework of
the Integrated Programme of Commodities. His country accorded high priority
to food and agriculture and appreciated the role of the International Fund
for Agricultural Development (IFAD) in financing food security projects in
Africa.

7]6, Major lenders had in the past eXCluded Africa from the debt renegotia
tion mechanism established for Latin America and the international community
continued to give low priority to Africa's external debt cr1s1s. Yet,
considering the relatively low per capita income in n.o s t of Africa, which
included 26 of the world's 36 least developed countries, the African region
was suffering a much more severe debt crisis than other developing regions.
Developed creditor countries and financial and monetary institutions should
give due attention to the general economic crisiS, aggravated by drought
and desertification in most African countries. He referred also to the
establishment of the African Monetary Fund as a tool for achieving collective
self-reliance and urged member States to contribute to its capital once the
Fund was formally established.

217, The representative of Zaire said that attaining food self-sufficiency
called for a critical and objective appraisal of food consumption patterns,
the technology imported for farming in Africa, the negative implications
of food aid for agricultural development, and imported inputs that destroyed
the ecological balance, in particular, soil fertility. To carry out such
an appraisal properly. it would be judicious to hold a meeting of African
experts to consider the various issues in practical terms and propose
initiatives and activities to reduce Africa's dependence on the outside
world. He believed that local African technologies, once developed,
modernized and rationally exploited, would enable the continent to achieve
food self-sufficiency in conformity with the Lagos Plan of Action and the
Final Act of Lagos.

212 In his intervention, the representative of the Libyan Arab .lnmah.ir-i ya
pointed out that economic crisis (aggravated by drought in recent years)
on the African continent was evidence of the inability of the African
economy to cope with the problems involved because of its unbalanced and
undiversified structure. Despite the availability of a lot of information
about the African economy and its problems, the situation was still de
teriorating and the objectives of the Lagos Plan of Action were yet to be
achieved. Indeed, long after political independence Africa still depended
on external economic assistance. The problems of the continent could not
be solved individually; they needed collective action. Strategic projects
to promote economic integration should be encouraged, and all external
assistance should be directed to achieve that goal and build up the
productive capacity of African countries.
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219. He suggested that the Conference should express thanks to all the
countries, international organizations and individuals which had assisted
African countries suffering from the existing economic crisis.

220. The representative of Morocco said that once again the economic and
social crisis was the main item on the agenda of the Commission and that
all socio-economic indicators pointed to an alarming trend for Africa which
was faced with the rapid deterioration of the international economic
environment increasing foreign debt and persistent drought. Even those
African countries which had long been spared those SC0UT2CS were now
beginning to be affected.

221. Morocco was conscious of the adverse effects of the natural disaster
affecting Africa and had not hesitated to show its solidarity by contribut
ing the sum of $10 million to the international community effort. Since
1978 his country had practised a cautious investment policy and set up a
system to improve the debt profile by making recourse to concessionary
financing.

222. He regretted the poor performance recorded over the five initial years
of implementing the Lagos Plan of Action, due to internal and external
constraints with which African economies had had to contend over the period.

223. In order to promote human resources, his country had adopted a parti
cipatory system involving local co-operatives, professional associations
and trade unions as well as the Chamber of Representatives and the Higher
Council for Planning and National Development. His country attached primary
importance to the economic integration of Africa but had noted that although
intra-African economic co-operation had been pursued with varying degrees
of dynamism in the subregions, it had not developed at the expected pace.
Morocco was determined to work so that in the very near future genuine
integration would be achieved in the Maghreb and real Afro-Arab co
operation instituted, to the mutual advantage of the States concerned.

224. The representative of Tunisia said that the twentieth session of the
Commission was an opportunity to review activities, to evaluate progress
made in the long search for development and, where necessary, to take the
corrective measures partiCUlarly during the present crisis where economic
growth had been replaced by a subsistence economy. He acknowledged that
the crisis reSUlting from the drought in Africa and the world recession
had spared no African country, Recalling the decision of the OAU Heads of
State and Government to devote their next summit to the economic crisis,
he stressed the continuing relevance of the Lagos Plan of Action, which
must underlie the overall mobilization efforts to bring about a sustained
and durable economic growth despite the international economic environment.
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225. Autarky, however, did not imply isolationism at a time when inter
relations between economic factors required an integrated approach to
development problems. Hence, intra-African co-operation, economic and
technical co-operation among developing countries, and co-operation with
developed countries should go hand in hand. In that respect, multilateral
trade negotiations should be initiated in order to promote intra-African
exchanges in the medium and long term, since they still represented a
negligible percentage of the foreign trade of African countries.

226. 'With regard to the economic issues coming before the twenty-first
OAU summit, he said that the recommendations made by the committee on
agriculture, food and external debt would not produce the expected results
unless they were accompanied by support measures in other development
sectors such as transport and communications, science and technology,
human resources and trade and finance. Furthermore, there should be a
correlation between emergency measures and medium-term solutions. With
reference to the forthcoming session of the Economic and Social Council on
the crisis in Afric~ he recommended a campaign to sensitize the international
community and the developed countries in particular in order to persuade
them to act in accordance with the Charter of Economic Rights and Duties
of States, the Third International Development Strategy, the New Substantive
Programme of Action in favour of the least developed countries and other
instruments of international co-operation for development.

:27. The observer for France stated that in 1985 his country would increase
by about 50 per cent its bilateral food aid to the most-affected countries.
It contributed roughly one-quarter of the financing for the food aid
provided by the European Economic Community.

223. He observed that emergency aid should be complemented by more
structurally oriented activities. Accordingly, at the Conference of least
developed countries held in Paris in 1981, France had made a commitment to
devote 0.15 per cent of its GNP to those countries in 1985. It had also
contributed $150 million to the special fund for Africa and was making
diplomatic overtures to mobilize the greatest possible number of funding
agencies.

:20, The observer for the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics pointed out
that the world at present was struggling to attain peaceful coexistence;
there was urgent need to re-establish confidence between States on the
basis of equality and security. His country was co-operating with 34
African countries affected by the current economic crisis through public
sector projects aimed at social and economic progress for the countries
involved. It was also collaborating with ECA in providing fellowships,
and organizing seminars, workshops and study tours for African experts to
the USSR; it had trained about 300,000 African specialists and would
continue to assist Africa in achieving greater economic independence.
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230,' The observer for Cuba said that the African cr1S1S had its or1g1ns in
a long period of colonial domination and that Africa's efforts to develop
had been thwarted by the devastating effects of the international economic
crisis generated in the developed capitalist countries. Natural calamities
and the unrestrained advance of desertification had affected millions of
Africans, the majority of whom were children, and he affirmed his country's
commitment to supporting efforts by African Governments to overcome the
crisis.

231. The observer for the Federal Republic of Germany stated that Africa
had long been a focal point for his country's economic co-operation; its
development aid commitment in 1985 amounted to OM 1.6 million. It had
also given over 27 per cent of the sUbstantial contributions to Africa
made by the European Economic Community and the German people had raised
OM 120 million for emergency relief in the current crisis.

232. He emphasized the importance of regional co-operation and lauded
United Nations efforts to mobilize international assistance for the current
African crisis. He affirmed his country's commitment to assisting African
Governments to achieve the priority actions in agriculture outlined in the
Harare Declaration. For the period 1985-1986 it h~s earmarked C~1 1,2 million
for the project on reducing post-harvest food losses in Africa which ECA
was carrying out in collaboration with his Government. Furthermore, his
country's at.t ochmerrt L multilateral development co-operation was also
evident in the DM 1. 8 mi11ion it had spent in 1984 for joint proj ects with
ECA on energy supply, development planning and the establishment of
communication systems.

233. While most African countries would continue to depend on development
aid, there was a need to develop trade and business co-operation of all
types to enable them to integrate into the international division of labour
process. He therefore urged African countries to maintain and develop their
trade through GATT, which would provide the best chance of promoting their
interests vis-a-vis stronger trading partners.

234. The observer for India informed the Conference that in response to
the critical food situation in Africa, his Government had donated 100,000
tons of wheat through the World Food Programme and was considering bilateral
technical co-operation with African countries in the fields of water and
soil management. He informed the Conference of the efforts of the Co
ordinating Bureau of the Non-Aligned Countries, which had met in New Delhi
recently, in mobilizing and sensitizing its members and the international
community to the plight of Africa.

235. He drew attention to his Government's collaboration with ECA in
small-scale industrial projects in Africa, for which his country had
suitable technology, and informed the Conference of the activities of the
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National Small Industries Corporation and the National Research and
Development Corporation, which were active in several African countries
and promised further co-operation with ECA in those fields.

236. The representative of Italy in his capacity as observer for the
Council of the European Communities stated that at its meeting in Dublin
in December 1984 the Council had launched an emergency programme providing
for the supply of 1,200,000 tons of cereals or the equivalent to seven or
eight of the most affected African countries, and of measures to ensure
that supplies reached the people affected. In the event, as much as
1,500,000 tons had been delivered under the normal food aid programmes of
the European Economic Community, which provided for the supply of non
cereal products such as powdered milk and vegetable oil, in addition to
the cereal aid. EEC was trying to co-ordinate its activities with other
organizations and donor countries and to ensure that the type of product
supplied was appropriate to the food habits of the target population.
Accordingly, in the fight to remedy the effects of the drought affecting
the Sahel, an evaluation of needs had been undertaken and a drought
control plan was being implemented in co-operation with CILSS, WFP, other
bodies of the united Nations system and donor countries.

237. He stressed that emergency aid should not affect long-term development
Or endanger food production in the affected areas; food-for-work programmes
had been undertaken in which farmers were supplied not only with basic
foodstuffs but also with seeds and other agricultural inputs.

238. In that context, he said that the Lome III Convention, signed on
8 December 1984, laid emphasis on co-operation in agricultural and rural
development, conservation of natural resources, drought and desertification
control, transport and communications in addition to financial assistance.

23Y. The representative of the Executive Co-ordinator of the United Nations
Office for Emergency Operations in Africa, based at the United Nations
Headquarters, informed the Conference of the work the Office was doing to
reduce the unprecedented hardship and suffering of millions of Africans,
resulting from the prolonged drought and other disasters. He drew the
attention of the Ministers to the high population growth rate, low
agricultural production, desertification and deterioration of arable land
under pressure for many people trying to eke out a precarious living and
observed that the current drought had merely aggravated long-standing
problems.

7~O. He pointed out that the devotion of the ECA Conference of Ministers
to resolving the crisis and that of the Heads of State of OAU, as shown
by their d~cision to concentrate on that issue at its forthcoming twenty
first SUmTIlt were sufficient proof of the serious attention African
Governments and institutions were according the crisis, and indicated that
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the world as a whole and the United Nations system in particular were
supporting the African effort whole-hcartedly. He was, however, critical
that clear warnings of the apparent crisis had been ignored by the inter
national community and by some African States.

2"> . He emphasized that new alliances were being formed between the
international community and African Governments thr0ugh the provision of
humanitarian relief and indicated the critical role of the United Nations
in forging such alliances. He informed the Conference that the United
Nations Secretary-General had appointed the UNDP Administrator as
Directo~ and the Executive Secretary of ECA and the Under-Secretary-General
for Special Political Questions as Deputy Directors to oversee the
activities of the Office for Emergency Operations in Africa.

:'.',2.. While remarkable efforts had been made in meeting the emergency
requirements for 1985, there was still shortfalls in seeds, fertilizers
and other agricultural inputs and he emphasized that the efforts of the
Office for Emergency Operations in Africa and of the international
community should extend to long-term programmes and assistance for
eliminating the root causes of hunger and malnutrition.

',4:'. He was particularly encouraged by the realism and constructive
planning demonstrated by the Conference.

L44. The observer for FAO read out a statement from the Director-General
of FAO who pointed out that the events of the past three years had exposed
with bitter sharpness the continent's extreme vulnerability to natural
and economic shock. Although Africa was potentially rich in resources,
fOod production and agriculture were not making the contribution required
to strengthen the contin~nt's ability to respond to a crisis, aggravated
by rapid population growth and external factors, which placed ever-increas
ing demands on agriculture and available land. It was imperative to
recognize population as the pa r arr.e r e r i r, pc 1 ~'-';' planning and to ens"l;lre that
priorities, production needs and lite-styles were 'selected in accordance
with real national needs.

,,>". Calling on African and donor countries to provide resources for agri
culture, he stressed that the problems were structural rather than transient
and that their solutions required radical rethinking in terms of national
development policies and internally coherent strategies. Although the
drought in some East and Southern African countries had broken, he foresaw
persistent food shortages in Mozambique, Ethiopia and the Sudan. Similarly,
the situation in the Sahel zone remained a source of concern and the
overall situation for 1985 was still deteriorating. He called upon the
international community to provide an additional 900,000 tons of food aid,
to speed up deliveries of supplies pledged and to take special steps to
help in distributing cereal supplies.
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246. Food emergencies would continue in the region even if weather conditions
improved, and he called on African countries to be more prepared to respond
to such emergencies and to rehabilitate the agricultural sector. FAO had
discussed with donors the funding of 194 projects costing about $108
million which it had undertaken in close collaboration with the countries
affected. Finally, he continued that FAO assistance would continue in
the future.

247. The President of the World Food Council expressed deep concern at the
hunger and malnutrition which continued to affect a large part of the
African continent. While food was more plentiful than a year earlier,
there was more hunger: hence the hunger was due to lack of access of
food rather than shortage. The developing countries generally were affli
cted by malnutrition and hunger but the centre of gravity had shifted from
Asia to Africa, and Africa's food and development porob1ems were proving
much wider and deeper than had formerlyb~cn thoufht•

243, He reiterated his organization's commitment to eradicate hunger and
malnutrition, attacking the political, economic and social barriers to
equitable access to food, by mobilizing external resources and political
support, encouraging debate and dialogue to sharpen perceptions of the
true nature and causes of the crisis, and assisting African countries in
formulating and implementing appropriate food policies and strategies.
The World Food Council was-working closely with several United Nations,
international and national organizations.

249. He spoke of the need to establish a link between short-term and
emergency relief operations and longer-term development, to train African
experts in food policy, to involve African women, and to learn from the
Asian experience of increased food production, urging African Governments
to accord agriculture the priority it deserved, and developed countries to
dismantle their protectionist trade barriers against imports from developing
countries. The potential existed for eradicating hunger, if there was the
will.

250. The representative of the World Meteorological Organization informed
the meeting that drought was commonplace in dry climates; Africa therefore
needed to develop agricultural production methods, inputs and water
management systems which would enable it to endure prolonged droughts.
Considerable efforts were being made under the World Climate Research
Programme to determine the degree to which climate could be predicted and
the extent of man's influence on it.

251, After describing his organization's activities at the national and
subregional levels in Africa he spoke about the proposed African Centre of
~~teoro1ogica1 Applications for Development (ACMAD) to act as a meteorological
and hydrological watch for the whole of Africa, an idea emanating from the
nineteenth session of the Commission and tenth meeting of the Conference
of Ministers.
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252, The observer for the International Monetary Fund stated that his
organization had endeavoured to respond to the difficult economic and
financial situation in Africa during the past few years by increasing its
financial assistance. In that connection gross drawings from the Fund by
African member countries during the past few years had doubled, Drawings
within the newly established Cereals Facility, which was intended to
alleviate problems arising from inadequate food supplies had amounted to
SUS 400 million during the first 2 to 3 years of that facility, Similar use
had been made of the Compensatory Financial Facility, In addition, technical
assistance had been rendered in the areas of tax policy, external debt
management and formulation and implementation of monetary policy,

253. He assured the Conference that within its prescribed limits, the Fund
stood ready to continue to assist African member countries in the search
for appropriate and effective solutions to the balance-of-payments problems.

254, The representative of the World Bank welcomed the close working
relationships between ECA, OAU and the World Bank, in view of the high
priority which the Bank had given to Africa in the allocation of resources
within its technical assistance programme, The Bank had supported a
number of pre-feasibility studies on domestic reforms to accelerate economic
growth through better utilization of domestic resources, but further action
was needed to alleviate Africa's increasing debt burden and combat the
prevailing economic crisis. A conference between African and donor
countries would provide a suitable forum for this purpose. The Conference
of donor countries held in Paris earlier in 1985 had yielded pledges in
excess of the target of SUS 1 billion; the facility established as a result
would commence operations in July 1985. That facility would offer assistance
over and above that available from the International Development Association
to Governments that were prepared to undertake policy reforms and concentrate
on improving productive capacity, structural adjustments and recovery
operations, He hoped that the facility would prove to be a step towards
the solution of the economic and social crisis currently facing Africa.

255. The observer for the United Nations University acknowledged the urgent
and necessary work being done by ECA on Africa's current problems. However,
problems of the future had also to be addressed and he expressed the
University's readiness to participate in finding appropriate SOlutions.

256, The representative of the International Fund for Agricultural Development
(IFAD) gave an account of the Fund's activities in Africa since its inception
in 1977 and highlighted the unique nature of its operations which included
emphasis on small farmers and the landless in rural areas, on small crop
production, fisheries and livestock projects and on delivery and distribution
networks for small farmers. IFAD was involved in long-term activities to
improve nutrition and alleviate poverty rather than on relief or emergency
operations,
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257. In conclusion, he said that IFAD was facing a financial crlS1S due
to conflict between the OECD and OPEC groups, the major contributors to
the Fund. He feared that it might affect IFAD's assistance to Africa
and called on the Conference to adopt a resolution urging the major donors
to continue to support IFAD.

258. The representative of UNCTAD stated that in Africa, the effect of
the grave deterioration in the world economic environment had been parti
cularly severe because of the extreme vulnerability of the economies of
the region to external shocks and natural catastrophes. Some of the
factors which affected the region, namely low commodity prices, declining
terms of trade, difficulties of access to markets, and export earnings
instability, were of particular concern to UNCTAD. Step being taken by
UNCTAD to mitigate the disastrous effects of these factors included efforts
to negotiate price-stabilizing agreements, proposals for increased parti
cipation by developing countries in the processing, marketing and dis
tribution of primary products as well as a new proposal on a commodity
specific compensatory financing facility which would be discussed by the
Trade and Development Board in June 1985. He appealed to the 13 African
countries which had not ratified the Agreement establishing the Common Fund
for Commodities to do so urgently, since its benefits were not limited to
buffer stock financing for international commodity agreements but also
covered the provision of finance under its Second Account for schemes for
improving productivity, marketing and distribution from which African
countries would benefit.

25~. He called for increased financial flows, particularly of official
development assistance (aDA), to LDCs. In that regard, he referred to the
various proposals by UNCTAD for substantial volumes of assistance and debt
relief on concessionary-terms from both bilateral and multilateral sources
as contained in the secretariat's submission to the Development Committee of
the World Bank and IMF. In particular, he urged quick action to double
overall aDA flows to LDCs by 1985 according to the targets incorporated in
SNPA. He also called on ministers to urge donor countries and institutions
at the forthcoming Ilid-term r,lobal Review of SNPA to evince the necessary
political will to avoid further deterioration in the condition of LDCs.

~60. Other UNCTAD activities of importance to ECA member countries included
work in the areas of protectionism, structural adjustment and the services.
The Trade and Development Board had recently requested studies on these
issues. In the case of protectionism and structural adjustment, particular
attention would be paid to the problems of African and least developed
countries in expanding agro-industrial production and trade. High priority
would be given to tourism as an important source of foreign eXChange
earnings in Africa.

261. UNCTAD's technical assistance programmes for African countries
included advice on food imports procurement; training in shipping and
port management; a UNDP-funded programme on debt management; and
facilitation of transit trade for land-locked countries, an~example of

"
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which was the Northern Corridor Transit Agreement signed recently in
Bujumbura. Other activities consisted of regional seminars for African
LDCs, assistance to expand trade with the Socialist countries of Eastern
Europe, and technical assistance with the promotion and development of
subregional economic co-operation and integration groups. UNCTAD would
continue to provide and expand assistance in these and other areas within
its competence on request.

262. The observer for tho General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT)
stated that GATT did not consider protectionism a philosophical phenomenon
to be fought with speeches and resolutions but rather as a major obstacle
to the liberalization and expansion of trade and a hindrance to the
economic development of all trading nations. He reminded the Conference
of the arrangements made after the ministerial meeting of the GATT con
tracting parties in 1982, for a series of multilateral consultations
focusing on such restrictive measures as tariff and non-tariff barriers
(specifically quantitative restrictions) that affected trade in the
tropical products of which African countries were the main exporters.
These had permitted a constructive dialogue between developing countries
and their industrialized partners, who had been specifically requested to
lower, and if possible to remove, tariff or non-tariff barriers affecting
the con@ercial interests of the requesting countries. He appealed to the
Conference of Ministers to ensure that the consultations were followed by
the African countries which should spare no effort to consolidate their
trading positions.

263. The uncertainty created by the world economic situation and the fierce
competition raging among trading nations had increased protectionist
pressures which found form in discriminatory bilateral agreements that have
seriously eroded the multilateral trading system established under GATT.
He therefore appealed to the African States (30 of whom were members of
GATT) to prepare themselves to participate effectively in the multilateral
negotiations, which might be held in 1986 under the auspices of GATT, on
International trade in the 1980s and 1990s; and a replacement for the
multifibre agreement which would expire in July 1986. The GATT secretariat
stood ready to assist African States in preparing for those negotiations.

264, The observer for the African Development Bank Group stated that poor
performance in the major economic sectors of the Bank's regional members,
their strong dependence on imported inputs and their decreasing capacity
to import, cast uncertainty on the prospects for economic growth and
development in Africa. A major factor in the decline in economic performance
was the dwindling capacity of many African States to service external debt.
International assistance was needed to contain that problem, but he also
suggested national measures, including concerted efforts to generate internal
saVings for investment in domestic food and industrial production so as to
save foreign exchange; more efficient utilization of both domestic and
foreign resources; other policy reforms to increase productivity throughout
the economy; and improvements in external debt and balance-of-payments
management.
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265. Since the adoption of the Lagos Plan of Action, the Bank Group had
devoted an increasing share of its available resources to the development
of the food and agriculture sector. In the light of the current food
crisis in Africa, it intended that 60 per cent of the concessional resources
to be allocated to the food and agriculture sector would go to the food
subsector. Success, however, would depend on countries being able to
generate enough food and agricultural projects for financing. He appealed
to member States to do everything in their powers to generate such projects,
assuring them that the Bank Group would provide technical assistance for
~re-feasibility and pre-investment studies.

266. The observer for the Islamic Development Bank, observing that over
50 per cent of its members were in Africa, said that the Bank spared no
effort to participate effectively in the development of its member States.
Intervention took the form of normal concessional lending, participation
in the capital of industrial companies, technical assistance, external
trade operations intended to promote trade among its member countries, and
the special assistance programme for Sahel ian countries suffering from the
drought, and, in non-member countries, subsidies from its special assistance
account.

267. In conclusion, he expressed the hope that in future the Bank would
benefit from the experience accumulated by ECA in its member countries,
particUlarly at its subregional offices in Morocco, the Niger and Cameroon.

268. The observer for the Economic Community of the Great Lakes countries
(CEPGL) comprising Burundi, Rwanda and Zaire, expressed gratification at the
bonds of co-operation between the CEPGL and the Gisenyi MULPOC established
in 1977. The Gisenyi MULPOC was assisting CEPGL to carry out programme
activities in the social, industrial, agricultural, trade, transport and
communications sectors. The countries of the Great Lakes which in the
past had been spared the harsh economic and social conditions which many
African countries experienced had not been spared the present critical
economic situation. Hence, emergency assistance should be provided to them
as well as to those countries hardest hit by the drought. Food production
infrastructures should be strengthened and a genuine agricultural re
habilitation programme based on concrete measures and a comprehensive
knowledge of the situation existing in each country should be set up.
He appealed to the entire international community, beginning with the
affected countries themselves, to change forthwith its political orientations
and commitments for a more vigorous and sustained action that would render
agricUlture more dynamic and productive.

269. Regarding implementation of the Lagos Plan of Action, he was happy to
note the privileged role of CEPGL as a liaison between the two great
subregional entities namely, the Preferential Trade Area for Eastern and
Southern African States and the Economic Community of Central African States.
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27~:. On the achievements of CEPGL, he noted that in industry, Community
ventures had already become operational and that the CEPGL Institute for
Agricultural and Animal Husbandry Research was conducting activities to
increase production of staple food. Energy problems were beginning to be
solved with the commencement of construction work on the Ruzizi II hydro
electric power station and the search for the financing of Ruzizi III.
However, the most decisive step towards integration has been the complete
liberalization of trade in the unprocessed and agricultural products that
were being marketed from surplus-producing to deficit areas of the
Community.

271. Two CEPGL member States were LDCs and their earlier COncern for
economic growth had quickly become a concern for economic survival, He
felt confident that the twenty-first ordinary session of the OAU Assembly
of Heads of State and Government would deal essentially with the economic
problems of Africa. It would need to redefine priorities, readjust
programmes, select the most urgent activities needed to produce most
lasting and most significant results. Similarly, greater co-operation
was needed in the pooling of experiences to evaluate the efforts made by
each nation or group of nations in achieving common objectives.

272. The observer for the African Regional Centre for Engineering Design
and Manufacturing (ARCEDEM) reported that four of its buildings were
nearing completion and thanked the 23 States members, the host Government
of Nigeria, the Governments of India and Hungary, the Arab Rank, ECA,
UNDP, UNIDO and UNESCO for their continued support.

~ry3
~, • He appealed for support for the Centre's consultancy and management
services, including the promotion of consultancy capabilities, and invited
nominations for the fourth training course commencing in August 1985 and
for the vacant senior post at the Centre.

274. Finally, he appealed to States not members of ARCEDEM to join the
Centre.

275. The Chairperson of the Africa Regional Co-ordinating Committee for
the Integration of Women in Development (ARCC) expressed the satisfaction
of African women that States and the African community had been involved
in the integration of women in development.

276. The high level of participation in the sixth meeting of ARCC was
proof of the increasing determination of African countries to contribute
to the upkeep of machinery established in Africa to promote the welfare
of African women. Despite the inadequate results of the United Nations
Decade for Women in some areas of the world, ARCC was proud to report that
Africans were becoming more aware of the problems of integrating women
into development and that Governments were mobilizing financial and human
resources for women's programmes. Also member States, in co-operation with
the ECA secretariat and other organizations, had initiated dynamic action.



- 67 -

277. She called on African Governments to ensure that the Nairobi
Conference in July 1985 would be well attended by African women,

278. In conclusion, she stated that African women were aware that the
present situation in Africa was serious; African Governments could count
on them in the struggle to develop the continent of Africa.

279. The observer for the Pan-African Congress of Azania said that his
movement was engaged in a life-and-death struggle against the white
minority racist regime in his country. The racist regime was committing
atrocities against the people of South Africa and destabilizing independent
States in the southern African subregion with the support of Western
imperialist power. He paid tribute to the support the liberation movements
were receiving from the MULPOCs and appealed to African countries for
greater economic and political support to overthrow the racist regime in
Azania.

Report and recommendations of the sixth Technical Preparatory Committee
of the Whole on economic issues coming before the twenty-first summit of
the Organization of African Unity (agenda item 6)

Report and recommendations of the Technical Preparatory Committee of the
Whole on issues on the African economic situation coming before the second
regular sess~on of the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) (July 1985)
(agenda item 7)

Report and draft resolutions from the sixth meeting of the Technical
Preparatory Committee of the Whole for adoption by the Conference of
Ministers (agenda item 9)

280. The Chairman of the sixth meeting of the Technical Preparatory Committee
of the Whole introduced the report of that meeting (E/ECA/CM.ll/79), which
also contained draft resolutions recommended for adoption by the Conference
of Ministers. In response to the decision by the OAU Council of Ministers
at its forty-first session to involve the ECA Conference of Ministers in
the preparation for the twenty-first ordinary session of the Assembly of
Heads of State and Government of OAU. a document containing recommendations
on the economic issues on the draft agenda for the summit (E/ECA/CM.Il/80)
was also being submitted for the Conference's consideration. In addition,
a second Special Memorandum by the ECA Conference of Ministers. entitled
"International action for relaunching the initiative for long-term develop
ment and economic growth in Africa" (E/ECA/CM.II/77), had been prepared to
highlight the critical economic situation in Africa during the 1985 second
regular session of the United Nations Economic and Social Council.

281. The documents were the·Outcome of profound study. analysis and debate
by experts who possessed a diversity of background and practical experience,
especially at the national level. He therefore commended the Technical
Preparatory Committee's recommendations for formal approval by the Ministers.
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282. The Conference took up the document entitled, "Recommendations of
the ECA Conference of Ministers concerning the economic issues on the
draft agenda of the twenty-first ordinary session of the Assembly of Heads
of State and GOVernment of the Organization of African Unity" (E/ECA/
CM.ll/80) and approved it for submission to the Steering Committee
established to prepare the basic documents on the economic issues on the
agenda for the OAU summit, subject to a number of amendments.

283. One representative inquired whether the document just adopted would
be made available to the OAU Council of Ministers and the Heads of State
and Government of OAU at their twenty-first summit, in addition to the
Steering Committee.

284. After some discussion, it was agreed that the Steering Committee which
had been charged by the Heads of State and Government to prepare the basic
documentation for the twenty-first summit should, in addition to using the
recommendations to finalize that documentation for the summit, make avail
able to the Council of Ministers of OAU at its forty-second session the
recommendations of the ECA Conference of Ministers concerning the economic
issues on the draft agenda of the twenty-first ordinary session of the
Assembly of Heads of State and Government of the Organization of African
Unity (document E/ECA/CM.ll/80).

285. The Conference next examined the second Special Memorandum by the ECA
Conference of Ministers entitled "International action for relaunching the
initiative for long-term development and economic growth in Africa"
(E/ECA/CM.ll/77), accepted editorial improvements in the French version
proposed by the representative of Senegal as rapporteur of the Sub
Committee which had prepared the Memorandum, and adopted it for submission
to the Economic and Social Council at its second regular session of 1985.

286. The Conference took note of the report of the Technical Preparatory
Committee of the Whole contained in document E/ECA/CM.ll/79. On the basis
of the drafts recommended by the Committee, it adopted 26 resolutions
[531 (XX) to 556 (XX)], annexed to this report; it also examined four
draft resolutions submitted directly to it and, having made the necessary
amendments, adopted them as resolutions 557 (XX) to 560 (XX) (also
annexed to this report).

Fifth Biennial Pledging Conference to the United Nations Trust Fund for
African Development (agenda item 8)

287. The Chairman of the Conference of Ministers, recalling the orIgIn of
the United Nations Trust Fund for African Development, appealed to African
States to contribute to the Fund in accordanCe with the objectives of the
Lagos Plan of Action and the Final Act of Lagos; that did not preclude
contributions to the Fund by the international community.
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288. The ECA Executive Secretary joined in thanking African States which
had contributed from the outset to the Fund despite the current crisis.
He commented that the Fund was also open to States I~embers of the United
Nations not members of ECA, and that one of its main objectives was to
strengthen regional co-operation. The Chairman then invited participants
to announce their pledges.

289. The representative of Kenya informed the Conference that his country
had been supporting the Fund since 1977 and would continue to do so because
the Fund had been utilized properly. His country would pay the arrears
from the last contribution, which amounted to $US 35,000, within one month;
for the 1985-1986 period it would contribute $75,000 to the Fund, $45,000
for the Lusaka MULPOC and $30,000 for projects in food and agriculture.

290. After recalling the support his country had provided to the Fund and
the bilateral assistance it had provided to African countries, the
representative of Egypt, announcing that priority would be given to food
self-sufficiency, pledged $US 400,000 to cover the mission and salaries
of three experts, at the ~~LPOC level, in the areas of agriculture and
the integration of women in development. He announced that 35 scholarships
with a total value of $US 420,000 would be made available to African
trainees specializing in irrigation, agriculture and refugee problems.
As part of its special assistance programme to African countries, his
country would also put 200 scholarships totalling $US 1 million at the
disposal. of African countries for training experts in agriculture and
veterinary medicine.

291. The representative of the Central African Republic informed the
Conference that although his country was among the least developed countries
it would contribute CFAF 10 million as follows: CF~f 7 million for women's
programmes in the Yaounde MULPOC and CFAF 3 million for IFORD.

292. The representative of Cameroon reminded the Conference of the importance
his country attached to the Fund and that it had contributed $US 260,000 in
the past. For 1985-1986, it would contribute $US 60,000 for the activities
of the Yaounde ~IDLPOC.

293. The representative of Rwanda said that his country would contribute
$US 15,000 for certain activities of the Gisenyi MULPOC.

294. The representative of Gabon announced an interim contribution of
CFAF 10 million, with a third of that amount to be allocated to women's
programmes and two thirds to the activities of the Yaounde ~ruLPOC.

295. The representative of Nigeria announced a contribution of $US 150,000;
half of that amount was to be devoted to agricultural and water projects
in the Niamey MULPOC region.
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296. The representative of the Congo announced a contribution of
$US 60,000 for priority projects in the Yaounde ~IDLPOC.

297. The representative of India referred to the support his country gave
to ECA projects amongst which were ARCEDEM and the proposed centre for
rural technology to be set up at Dakar. The Government of India was
willing to sponsor a project to promote small-scale industries in Africa
through preparatory missions, seminars and workshops and study tours in
India, the cost of which had been estimated by ECA at approximately
$US 400,000. His country would also put 25 scholarships at the disposal
of ECA, which would co-ordinate nominations for studies in India amongst
its member States.

298. The representative of Botswana announced that his country would
contribute $US 12,000 to the Fund.

299. The representative of Togo announced a contribution of $10,000.

300. The representative of Sierra Leone announced a contribution of
$US 10,000.

301. The representative of Guinea-Bissau announced a contribution of
PG 100,000 (Guinea-Bissau pesos).

302. The representative of ADB informed the Conference that, exceptionally.
the Bank would examine, in conjunction with the ECA secretariat, eight
projects mentioned in the report (E/ECA/C;.11/58) relating to food and agri
culture, water, post-harvest technology, development and extension of
intra-African trade, the establishment of an early warning system and
drought problems.

303. The representative of Benin informed the Conference that his country
would announce its contribution once it had been assured that its previous
contribution had actually been received by the ECA secretariat.

304. The representative of the United Republic of Tanzania informed the
Conference that his country would pay arrears amounting to $US 298,000
in 1985, and for 1985-1986 would contribute Tsh. 1,800,000 to the Fund.

305. The representatives of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Senegal, Ethiopia,
the Ivory Coast, Zimbabwe, the Sudan, Sao Tome and Principe and Anp,ola
informed the Conference that their Governments would contact the ECA
secretariat to inform it of the amounts of their contributions.

306. In conclusion, the Chairman of the Conference expressed his satisfaction
with the contributions pledged by the States members of ECA. He evaluated
the total amount of pledges made during the fifth Pledging Conference at
about $US 2 million, and informed participants that those who had not
announced contributions were free to do so during the rest of the year.
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Adoption of the report and recommendations of the fifth meeting of the
Conference of Ministers of African Least Developed Countries (agenda item 10)

307. The Chairman of the fifth meeting of the Conference of Ministers of
African Least Developed Countries presented the report and recommendations
of that Conference (E/ECA/CM.ll/78) and its Memorandum on the mid-term
review of the implementation of the Substantial New Programme of Action
in Africa for presentation at the high-level mp,etinu of tne UNCTAD Inter~

governmental Group on LDCs on the M~d-term Global Revie • The Conference
took note of the report and approved the Memorandum.

Date and venue of the twenty-first session of the Commission and twelfth
meeting of the Conference of Ministers (agenda item 11)

308. The ECA secretariat received separate offers to host the twenty-first
sess~on of the Commission and twelfth meeting of the Conference of Ministers
from Cameroon, the Congo and the Niger. After due consultations among the
representatives of the member States concerned, and taking into account
the fraternal and cordial relations that existed between the three States,
the Congo and the Niger decided to withdraw their offers. The Conference
took note of this understanding with appreciation and accepted by accla
mation the invitation by Cameroon to host the twenty-first session of the
Commission/twelfth meeting of the Conference of Ministers from 24 to 29
April 1986, and all the related meetings immediately preceding that
session,

Any other business (agenda item 12)

309. No other business was raised.

Adoption of the report of the twentieth session of the Commission/
eleventh meeting of the Conference of Ministers (agenda item 13)

310. On Monday 29 April 1985, the conference adopted the present report
and resolutions.

Closure of the meeting (agenda item 14)

311. Representatives of member States who had made pledges to the United
Nations Trust Fund for African Development on 27 April 1985 signed the
relevant agreements on those pledges.

312. The representative of Guinea-Bissau moved a vote of thanks on behalf
of the Conference to Comrade Mengistu Haile-Mariam, General Secretary of
the Central Committee of the Workers' Party of Ethiopia, Chairman of the
Provisional Military Ad~inistrative Council (PMAC) and Commander-in-Chief
of the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Socialist Ethiopia and to the
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Government and people of Ethiopia for their warm hospitality and for the
facilities generously provided to the Commission and all participants
in the meetings immediately preceding the session, which had contributed
largely to the success of their deliberations.

313. The Rapporteur of the session read the Final Communique which
summarized the main conclusions and results of the meeting. The Final
Communique was approved by acclamation.

314. In a final statement, the Executive Secretary associated himself with
the vote of thanks moved by the representative of Guinea-Bissau. He was
deeply satisfied with the outcome of the session which, he said, had been
a resounding success. He hoped that participants would return home with
a new sense of resolve and determination, and take the necessary measures
to put the recommendations and resolutions of the Conference into effect.

315. The recommendations made by the meeting on the economic issues coming
before the twenty-first summit of OAU were a significant contribution to
the current preparations for that summit. He expressed satisfaction at
the pledges made by member States to the United Nations Trust Fund for
African Development which, he said, reaffirmed their commitment to the
work and activities of the Commission. He urged member States to support
the second Special Memorandum during the forthcoming second regular
session of the Economic and Social Council in the same way as they had
the first Special Memorandum during the debate on Africa's economic and
social crisis in the Council and at the General Assembly.

316. In his concluding statement, the Chairman said that participants,
accepting the Lagos Plan of Action as a point of departure and working
within it, had assessed Africa's overall and sectoral performance since
the inception of the Plan five years earlier. Against that background.
and in the light of a thorough appreciation of Africa's economic crises
and general malaise as well as the world economic situation, they had
agreed on concrete measures to rehabilitate and invigorate the African
economy. In that, they had neither shied away from self-criticism nor
shrunk from pointing out the features inherent in the international
economic system which adversely affected Africa.

317. The task of the Conference had been demanding, and would have been
impossible but for the immense preparatory work done by both the Technical
Preparatory Committee and the Executive Secretary and his staff, for which
the Conference was profoundly grateful; special thanks also went to the
Secretary-General ad interim of OAU and his staff.

318. The hard substance of Africa's economic and social issues did not
lend itself to rhetoric: plans and alternative strategies were required.
There was a need to examine national policies, to pursue them vigorously
if they were right and sustainable; to modify them if they were wrong and
unsustainable, not so much because the World Bank or IMF said so, but
because that was what ought to be done.
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319. Finally, he thanked the other officers of the Conference, the support
staff, and all those who had quietly and anonymously facilitated the work
of the Conference. He reiterated his deep feelings of gratitude to the
host country and in particular to Comrade Mengistu Haile-Mariam, General
Secretary of the Central Committee of the Workers' Party of Ethiopia,
Chairman of the Provisional Military Administrative Council (PMAC) and
Commander-in-Chief of the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Socialist Ethiopia
for his continued unfaltering support to all efforts within ECA and
elsewhere.

320. He then declared the Conference closed.

D. Programme of work and priorities

321. In 1984 the secretariat of the Commission serviced the fifth meeting
of the Technical Preparatory Committee of the Whole and the nineteenth
session of the Commission/tenth meeting of the Conference of Min1sters
held at Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.

322. It organized jointly with the Centre of African Studies, Dalhousie
University, a Conference on the theme '~he Lagos Plan of Action and the
Final Act of Lagos and the future of Africa's international economic
relations: Projections and implications for policy-makers".

323. In 1984, the secretariat prepared and submitted proposals to the
Planning, Programming and Budgeting Board for inclusion in the Secretary
General's proposed programme budget for 1986-1987. The programme aspects
of the proposals were reproduced in document E/ECA/CM.ll/56 and submitted
to the eleventh meeting of the ECA Conference of Ministers, held at Addis
Ababa, in 1985, so that that Conference could make observations and
recommendations for consideration by the Committee for Programnle and
Co-ordination when it discussed the Secretary-General's proposals at its
twenty-fifth session in April/May 1985.

324. In 1985, the secretariat serviced the sixth meeting of the Technical
Preparatory Committee of the Whole and the twentieth session of the
Commission/eleventh meeting of the Conference of Ministers.

325. It is expected that the secretariat as a whole will deliver about
2,382 outputs programmed and about 124 additional outputs during the
biennium 1984-1985. A large portion of the additional outputs will be
in response to the current economic and social crisis facing Africa.

326. The close relations which the Commission has always enjoyed with
other United Nations programmes were maintained and strengthened. At
the end of 1984, ECA provided office accommodation to enable the Office
of the Assistant Secretary-General for Emergency Operations in Ethiopia
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to meet the critical food needs and arrange the logistical support
required for the distribution of that food to the affected areas of
Ethiopia. The response of the United Nations system to the General
Assembly's Declaration on the Critical Economic Situation in Africa
(resolution 39/29, Annex) and its proposals for helping to deal with
the long~term aspects of that situation show the strengthening of
co-operation between the ECA secretariat and other United Nations
programmes.
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IV, RESOLUTIONS AND OTHER DECISIONS ADOPTED BY THE CONFERENCE
OF MINISTERS AT ITS ELEVENTH MEETING

531 (XX), Signature and ratification of the Agreement establishing
the African Industrial Development Fund (AIDF) 21

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling resolution 1 (VI) adopted in November 19U1 by the sixth
Conference of African Ministers of Industry, which called on all member
States to strengthen the African Industrial Development Fund (AIDF) as
one of the mechanisms designed especially to increase their ability to
raise the financial resources needed to implement the programme of the
Indu~trial Development Decade for Africa,

Recalling resolution 2 (VII) on the African Industrial Development
Fund adopted by the seventh Conference of African Ministers of Industry
in March 1934, which noted with satisfaction the results of negotiations
between the African Development Bank and the Economic Commission for
Africa on a management agreement for the Fund and noted that 15 member
States had signed or ratified the constitution of AIDF, enabling the
Fund to operate since the minimum number required was 12,

Noting that since the previous session of the ECA Conference of
Ministers, there had been no increase in the membership of the Fund,

Conscious that AIDF can make an effective contribution to solving
the current economic crisis only if its current membership of 15 States
is considerably expanded,

Reiterating its continued interest in establishing the Fund and
enabling it to fulfil its role in Africa's industrialization process,

Noting with the utmost concern that without adequate funds from
African States, the viability of AIDF will be in doubt,

I, Strongly urges all countries which have not yet done so to sign
and ratify the AIDF Agreement without delay, in accordance with earlier
resolutions on the subject, in order to enlarge the membership of the
Fund and make it viable;

2. Appeals to all member States to forward their contributions to
AIDF so as to allow early commencement of the Fund's operations;

~ For the adoption of this and all succeedini' resolutions of the
Commission at its twentieth session, see above, chapter III, parasraph 2~6.
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3, Requests the African Development Bank to review and consider
ways of managing AIDF most economically and to suggest measures for
mobilizing funds for AIDF once it starts operations;

4. Requests the Executive Secretary of Economic Commission for
Africa to follow up the implement~tion of this resolution.

24lst meeting,
~9 April 1985.

532 (XX). Industrial Development Decade for Africa

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling resolution CM/Res.94l (XL) adopted by the OAU Council of
Ministers at its fortieth session, held in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, from
27 February to 7 March 1984,

Recalling ECA resolution 491 (XIX) of 26 May 1984 on the implementa
tion of the programme for the Industrial Development Decade for Africa,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 39/233 of 18 December 1984,
which endorsed the appeal by the seventh Conference of African Ministers
of Industry, held at Addis Ababa from 26 to 28 March 1984, for the
permanent allocation of at least $US 5 million annually from the regular
budget of the United Nations to enable the United Nations Industrial
Development Organization to assist the African countries and the inter
governmental organizations concerned in the implementation of the programme
for the Industrial Development Decade for Africa,

Welcoming the declaration of the Assembly of Heads of State and
Government of OAU at its twentieth session, held in Addis Ababa from 12
to 15 November 1984, which expressed support for the programme for the
Decade and the recommendations of the seventh Conference of African
Ministers of Industry, in particular resolution 1 (VII) on the implementa
tion of the programme for the Decade,

Conscious of the need to alleviate the effects of the current economic
crisis in Africa, particularly in the priority industries which support the
rehabilitation and revitalization of the food and agricultural sector,

Aware that the implementation of measures and programmes for the Decade
depends on the availability of adequate resources, full commitment by all
participants at all levels and, especially, subregional and regional
industrial co-operation on multinational projects which require large markets
and complementarity of raw material and intermediate inputs for their
effective implementation,
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Recalling resolution 2 (VIII) adopted in March 1985 by the Lusaka
based Multinational Programming and Operational Centre and similar
resolutions of other MULPOCs on the role that the MULPOCs have to play
in the effective and speedy implementation of the Decade at the sub
regional level, particularly with respect to multinational projects,

1. Recognizes and expresses appreciation for measures taken or
under way in member States, intergovernmental organizations and the
secretariats of the Organization of African Unity, the Economic Commission
for Africa and the United Nations Industrial Development Organization to
implement the programme and activities of the Decade, and urges all
concerned to continue and intensify their efforts;

2, Calls upon member States to make the appropriate adjustments in
their planned Decade programmes and projects, allocate the resources and
take the measures necessary for the implementation of industrial priority
projects and programmes for the rehabilitation and revitalization of the
African economies, including the production of agricultural inputs and
spare parts and the prOVision of incentives to substitute domestic raw
materials for imported raw materials and recycle available raw materialS;

3. Calls upon member States to select ongoing and future industrial
prugrammes to forward to the secretariats of OAU, ECA and UNIDO for inclusion
in a comprehensive programme of activities at the national, subregional and
international levels in implementation of the Decade programme;

•
4, Requests member States and intergovernmental organizations to

provide information to the OAU. ECA and UNlDO secretariats so that their
Joint Committee can monitor the implementation of the Decade programme
effectively;

5, Welcomes the work done and urges those who have not yet done so
to establish subregional-level co-ordination committees on the Decade and
subsectoral technical committees to co-ordinate, promote ~nd monitor the
implementation of multinational projects;

6. Strongly urges member States and intergovernmental organizations
swiftly to endorse the subregional integrated industrial promotion program
mes, including the allocation of the necessary resources and other follow
up actions recommended for the implementation of those programmes;

7. Welcomes the General Assembly's decision to increase from $US 1
million to an annual minimum of $US 5 million the allocation from the
United Nations regular budget to UNIDO for the Decade;

8, Calls upon the General Assembly to consider the permanent alloca
tion of $US 700,000 annually to enable ECA and the MULPOCs to conduct
consultations and negotiations on ways of implementing multinational projects,
including investment promotion;
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Requests the secretariats of OAU, ECA and
their services to enable member States to
effectively.

UNIDO to continue
implement the Decade

24lst meeting,
29 April lS35.

533 (XX). African demographic training institutes

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling its resolution 426 (XVI) of 19 April 1931 on the full
regionalization of regional training institutes for population studies in
Africa, by which it submitted the new statutes to the General Assembly
through the Economic and Social Council,

Recalling its resolution 429 (XVII) of 30 April 1932 which recommended
that the revised statutes be submitted for approval to the General Assembly
at its thirty-seventh session,

Recalling General Assembly decision 37/444 of 21 December 1932 which
approved the amended statutes of the two institutes for popUlation studies,

Recalling further its resolution 439 (XIX) of 26 May 1934, which took
note of the precarious fInancial state of the Institut de formation et de
recherche d€mographiques (IFORD) due to the insufficiency and irregularity
of contributions received from its member States and expressed concern
about the reduction in UNFPA funding of the training institutes,

Commending the support given so far to the institutes by the United
Nations Fund for PopUlation Activities and the African member countries,

Conscious of the services rendered by the institutes in the training
of African demographers and of the continuing need of African countries
for demographers and expertise to promote population programmes,

Seriously concerned about the present financial problems facing IFORD,
which threaten the operation of the Institute and have resulted in its
operating at a loss and being unable to pay its bills in 1983 and 1984,

Concerned also about the poor prospects for the future funding of the
Regional Institute for Population Studies (RIPS),

1. Urres African Governments to continue their support of the
institutes ana to further their efficient management by paying their
contributions regularly;
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2. Further urges the member countries of IFORD to pay the arrears
On their contributions due since 1982 and the member countries of RIPS
to pay their contributions for 1984 and 1985;

3. Appeals to the United Nations Fund for Population Activities to
restore its funding of the institutes at least to 1983 levels and to
continue such funding beyond 1987 in order to allow them to operate
efficiently.

241st meeting,
29 April 1985.

534 (XX). Pan-African Documentation and Information System (PADIS)

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling its resolution 359 (XIV) of 27 March 1979 concerning the
project for a pan-African numerical and non-numerical data bank,

Recalling also resolution 377 (XV) of 12 April 1980 concerning the
implementation of the Pan-African Documentation and Information System
(PADIS) project,

Further recalling resolution 413 (XVI) of 10 April 1981 regarding
financial support for PADIS,

Recallinf the resolution on PADIS adopted by the third session of
the Joint Con erence of African Planners, Statisticians and Demographers,

Recalling resolution 438 (XVII) of 30 April 1982 on the PADIS system,

Recalling resolution 469 (XVIII) of 2 May 1983 on African statistical
services,

Recalling resolution 498 (XIX) of 26 May 1984 on the establishment
of a PADIS Regional Technical Committee,

Noting with satisfaction the progress made by certain member States
towards participation in PADIS,

Noting with satisfaction that the formation of the PADIS network is
progressing satisfactorily with the setting up of the Central Co-ordination
Office and two of the four subregional centres,

Having examined the report of the Regional Technical Committee for
PADIS at its first meeting, held at Addis Abab~ from 26 to 28 March 1985,
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I, Adopts the report of the first meeting of the Regional Technical
Committee for PADIS;

2. Expresses its thanks to the Economic Commission for Africa (ECA),
the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), the International
Development Research Centre (IDRC) and the African Development Bank (ADB)
for their financial assistance, and to the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) and the Government of France
for their technical support to the PADIS project;

3, Invites member States which have not yet done so to designate
their centre participating in PADIS;

4. Requests the Executive Secretary to inform agencies responsible
for development aid programmes of the importance member States attach to
the implementation of the PADIS programme;

5, Empowers the Executive Secretary of ECA:

(a) To negotiate, on behalf of member States, with development aid
agencies (UNDP, EEC, ADB and IDRC in particular) likely to provide the
financial assistance needed to execute third-phase activities of PADIS
at the regional, subregional and national levels;

(b) To negotiate with member States on the details of their active
participation in the technical and financial aspects of the PADIS regional
project;

(c) To negotiate with specialized technical bodies (PATU, ITU, IBI
and ESA) , the preparation of a feasibility study on the establishment of
a pan-African data-transmission network meeting PADIS requirements;

6, Further requests the Executive Secretary to set up a team of
regional technical advisers to assist in the implementation of the project;

7, Also requests the Executive Secretary to submit to the next
meeting of the ECA Conference of Ministers a report concerning:

(a) The detailed plan of work for phase III of the PADIS programme
(1986-1989);

(b) Planned and secured financing for ph~se III of the PADIS project;

(c) The degree of active and expected participation by member
States in the PADIS System and Network.

24lst meeting,
29 April 1985.
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535 (XX). Women and development in Africa

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling its resolutions 360 (XIV) and 363 (XIV) adopted on 27
March 1979 on the creation of machinery for the promotion of women in
development,

Recalling resolution 28 of the World Conference of the United
Nations Dec~je for Women: Equality, Development and Peace, held in
Copenhagen from 14 to 30 July 1980, on the Convention on the Elimination
of All Forms of Discrimination against Women,

Bearing in mind its resolution 512 (XIX) adopted on 26 May 1984 on
the mobilization of human and financial resources for ECA women's program
mes beyond the end of the United Nations Decade for Women,

Bearing in mind also resolution CM/Res.714 (XXXII) of the thirty
second ordinary session of the Council of Ministers of the Organization
of African Unity on the establishment within the OAU secretariat of a
unit responsible for the advancement of women (1979) and resolution
CM/Res.876 (XXXVII) endorsed ot the eighteenth ordin"ry session of the
Assembly of Heads of State and Government of OAU (1981) on the World
Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development
and Peace,

Noting with satisfaction the report of the regional intergovernmental
preparatory meeting for the World Conference to Review and Appraise the
Achievements of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Develop
ment and PG3ce/Third Regional Conference on the Integration of Women in
Development, held in Arusha, United Republic of Tanzania, from 8 to 12
October 1984,

Bearing in mind that women sUbjected to the policies of apartheid
and women in illegally occupied Namibia are still victims of all forms of
injustice and atrocity perpetrated by the racist regime of South Africa,
and that the status of women in the front-line States has been seriously
affected by the aggression and destabilizing policies of South Africa,

1. Requests Governments and international organizations to sustain
their assistance for national machineries concerned with the integration
of women in development to enable them to formulate and execute national
programmes for women's development in accordance with the Arusha Strategies;

2. Urgently ~requests States which have not yet done so to sign the
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women
and States which have signed it to ratify it and do everything possible to
ensure its application;
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3. Calls upon African Governments and national machineries for the
integration of women in development to include a proportion of women on
their delegations to international and regional meetings, especially those
discussing development questions, and to ensure that a women's component
is included in national development projects wherever necessary;

4. Adopts the report of the third Regional Conference on the
Integration of Women in Development and requests Governments and the
institutions concerned to begin to apply the Arusha Forward-Looking
Strategies for the Advancement of Women in Africa beyond the United
Nations Decade for Women contained in that report;

5. Again requests African Governments to do everything possible to
secure the funds and national expertise required for planning, carrying
out and following up projects for the integration of women in development;

6. Requests African Governments to give women in apartheid South
Africa and illegally occupied Namibia concrete material and moral support;

7. Requests the Secretary-General of the United Nations and the
Executive Secretary of ECA to spare no effort to procure regular budget
posts and appropriations for the African Training and Research Centre for
Women (ATRCW) and the Multinational Programming and Operational Centres
(MULPOCs) in order to ensure the continuity of the United Nations regional
and subregional women's programmes;

8. Requests the Secretary-General ad interim of OAU to make
appropriate arrangements for establishing and strengthening the unit in
the OAU secretariat responsible for the advancement of African women;

9. Requests the Chairperson of the Africa Regional Co-ordinating
Committee for the Integration of Women in Development (ARCC), the Executive
Secretary of ECA and the members of ARCC to report on the implementation
of this resolut:on to the next meetings of ARCC and of the Commission;

10. Requests the Executive Secretary of ECA to continue to review
the ways in which apartheid hampers the integration of women in the
development process called for in the programmes and strategies of the
Arusha Declaration and the United Nations Decade for Women;

11. Requests the Executive Secretary of ECA to study ways in which
member States can publicize nationally, sUbregionally and regionally their
Governments' commitment to resolving the burning issue of women in
Southern Africa, particularly in apartheid South Africa and illegally
occupied Namibia.

24lst meeting,
29 April 1985.
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536 (XX). African participation in the World Conference to Review and
Appraise the Achievements of the United Nations Decade for
Women: Equality, Development and Peace

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling resolution CM/Res.985 (XLI) adopted by the Council of
;'finistcrs of the OrE'"nization of Afr i ,, :, ]] Unity ot its forty-first ord i nar-y
session, he l d in Addis Ababa, Et.h.i.op i a , from 25 February to .; Enrch 1985,
on the forthcoming World Conference to Revi ew and Appra i se the Achi evt-mcnt s
of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace,

Noting with concern the conclusions of the third meeting, held in
Vienna from 4 to 13 March 1985, of the Commission on the Status of
Women acting as the preparatory body for the Nairobi Conference,

Recognizing the need to discuss fundamental African development
issues in a forum as important as the Nairobi Conference,

Considering the efforts already made by African Governments to ensure
the integration of women in national development,

Recalling its resolution 511 (XIX) on African women and the World
Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the United Nations
Decade for Women: Equality, Devct opr.en t and Peace, adopted on 2:: May lSA,

1. Appeals to African Governments to make the necessary sacrifices
to allow a satisfactory number of high-level representatives to attend
the Nairobi Conference;

2. Requests African women to adopt and maintain a firm, united
stand in order to ensure that the political, economic, social and cultural
interests of the continent are taken into consideration and safeguarded;

3. Urges the Organization of African Unity and the Pan-African
Women's Organization to do their utmost to ensure that the Arusha
Strategies setting out the needs and decisions of the women of Africa
are taken into consideration by the Nairobi Conference;

4. Appeals urgently to the OAU Steering Committee responsible for
preparing the July 1985 African summit devoted mainly to economic questions
to place on the agenda for the summit an item on the economic role of
women in development with due regard to the Arusha Strategies;

5. Congratulates the Government of Kenya on the efforts it has
made in preparing the Nairobi Conference and expresses the hope that any
special provision needed will be made to secure the widest possible
participation by the African region.

241st meeting,
29 April 1985.
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537 (XX). African Institute for Economic Development and PlanninR (IDEP)

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling its resolutions 235 (XII) of 23 February 1975, 350 (XIV)
of 27 March 1979, 399 (XV) of 12 April 1980 and particularly 433 (XVII)
of 30 April 1982 on the African Institute for Economic Development and
Planning (IDEP),

Recalling its resolution 526 (XIX) of 26 May 1984 which expresses
concern at the deepening economic and social crisis in Africa and its
grave implications for the peoples and economies of the continent, and
considering the role and contribution that the Institute can play in
alleviating and managing the present economic crisis,

Considering that at its twenty-seventh meeting, held in Addis Ababa
on 9 and 10 January 1985, the Governing Council of the Institute requested
the eleventh meeting of the Conference of Ministers to prepare and adopt
a resolution urging States members, the United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP) and the General Assembly to assist in the future funding
of IDEP,

Noting that the Institute should expand its teaching and research
activities in line with the objectives of the Lagos Plan of Action and
that the major obstacle to its doing so is the inadequacy of financial
resources,

Conscious that there is a need to consolidate and strengthen the
financial position of IDEP in the medium term,

1. Recommends that UNDP should continue its financial support to
IDEP in view of the fact that it can serve as an institution assisting
the United Nations Secretary-General and UNDP in their intensified efforts
to help Africa alleviate its economic and social crisis;

2. Recommends to the General Assembly of the United Nations the
incorporat10n of seven posts for core professional staff for IDEP into
the United Nations regular budget as a contribution to the long-term
financing of IDEP, in the same spirit as it has done for other regional
institutions in Africa (e.g. MULPOCs) and outside Africa [Economic
Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC)];

3. Requests African Governments to implement ECA resolution
433 (XVII) regarding the increase of their annual contributions to IDEP
in line with the ECA country-quota formula agreed upon earlier, applied
to the 1980 GDP figures of all independent African countries, including
the newly independent ones;
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4, Requests African countries to pay their accumulated arrears to
the Institute in order to provide the finances necessary to allow it to
continue to expand its activities;

5, Invites African Governments which are in a position to do so
to make additional voluntary contributions to the Institute;

6, Urges the Executive Secretary of ECA, in his capacity as
Chairman of the Governing Council of the Institute, and the Director of
the Institute to exert maximum efforts to mobilize extrabudgetary
resources through technical assistance programmes to supplement its
regular budget resources;

7, Urges the ECA Executive Secretary and the Director of the
Institute to continue efforts to accelerate and expand the Institute's
services to African countries, institutions and international organiza
tions in its areas of competence in training, research and advisory
services,

241st meeting,
29 April 1985,

538 (XX). Measures to ensure the effective and accelerated implementation
of the Substantial New Programme of Action in the African least
developed countries during the second half of the 1980s

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling General Assembly resolutions 37/224 of 20 December 1982,
38/195 of 20 December 1983 ~nd 39/174 of 17 December 1984 on the implementu
t i on 'Of the Subs t ant i a l New P'rograrame of Ac t i on (SNPA) for the 19305 for
the le2st developed countries,

Recalling its resolution 397 (XV) of 12 April 1980 entrusting the
Conference of Ministers of African Least Developed Countries with the
responsibility for ensuring the co-ordination of efforts, establishing
priorities, monitoring and evaluating progress under the Comprehensive
New Programme of Action in African Least Developed Countries, and its
resolution 503 (XIX) of 26 May 1984 on measures for the effective imple
mentation of the Substantial New Programme of Action in African Least
Developed Countries,

Deeply concerned about the continued serious deterioration in the
economic and social conditions of the African least developed countries
exacerbated by the severe drought which has spread across the African
region creating enormous imbalances in the food supply situation and
consequently widespread famine,
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Recognizing that there is therefore a need to assist the African
least developed countries to effect the necessary structural changes,
and that they will need increased aid from donors in order to achieve
this objective,

Noting with satisfaction the results of the Geneva meeting convened
by the Secretary-General on the African economic crisis which was aimed
at mobilizing the international community to provide the necessary
financial and technical assistance in favour of African countries,
especially the least developed among them,

Expressing deep concern and disappointment at the painfully slow
pace in the implementation of the Substantial New Programme of Action in
the African LOCs since its adoption in September 1981, and at the disap
pointing results of the negotiations on the Substantial New Programme of
Action at the sixth session of the United Nations Conference on Trade and
Development held in Belgrade in June and July 1983,

Taking note of the tremendous efforts made by the African least
developed countries in the organization of their respective country
review meetings, especiallY in deVising strategies and policies aimed at
ensuring the successful implementation of their national development plans
~ld public investment progr~mmcs and projects,

Noting that the results of the roundtable and consultative group
meetings so far organized have fallen short of the expectations of the
least developed countries, since the commitments made by donor countries
and multilateral financing institutions have, in the majority of cas es , not
matched the requirements of the Substantial New Programme of Action,

Noting that the UNCTAD Intergovernmental Group on LOCs at its high
level meeting from 30 September to 11 October 1985 will carry out a
Global Mid-term Review of the Substantial New Programme of Action for
the 1980s for the least developed countries and adjust it, as appropriate,
in order to ensure its fullest implementation during the next half of
the 1980s,

1. Strongly urges once again the African least developed countries
to prepare themselves adequately with the assistance of ECA for the
Global Mid-term Review in September/October 1985 in order to make
practical proposals for the readjustment of the Substantial New Programme
of Action, as appropriate, SO as to take into consideration their special
circumstances and to expedite its implementation during the second half
of the decade;

2. Urges developed countries, developing countries in a position
to do so, multilateral financing institutions, United Nations 0Tsaniza-

ns d otter concerned intergovernmental, non-governmental and
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international organizations, to be represented at a high level at the
Global Mid-term Review and to take appropriate measures to put the
Substantial New Programme of Action into its proper perspective in
order to ensure its effective implementation during the second half of
the 1980s;

3. Urges the African least developed countries to intensify
their efforts towards increased agricultural production, especially of
food, as a means of reducing the ever-increasing dependence on external
sources for food, and calls upon the international community to provide
the necessary technical and financial assistance for agricultural and
rural development in the African least developed countries;

4. Invites the African least developed countries to increase their
capacities for effective utilization, management and maintenance of
existing infrastructure and to persevere in seeking appropriate means of
making greater use of local raw materials;

5. Requests the African least developed countries to give more
attention to subregional schemes in their roundtable meetings with donors
as called for by paragraph 90 of the Substantial New Programme of Action
as a means of assisting the LDes to achieve greater economic co-operation
and integration;

6, Invites the African least developed countries to give greater
emphasis than heretofore to sectoral economic analysis so as to enable
aid commitments by donors to be more precise, firm and properly oriented;

7. Strongly urges the least developed countries to work out a joint
negotiating platform for the accelerated implementation of the Substantial
New Programme of Action;

8. Urges donor countries within the overall context of the
Substantial New Programme of Action and of progress towards the Programme's
0.7 per cent target, to attain 0.15 per cent of their GNP as official
development assistance (aDA) or to double their aDA to the least developed
countries during the remaining the remaining years of the 1980s;

9. Further urges donor countries to introduce more flexibility in
the disbursement of official development assistance in order to circumvent
the problem of time lag which has a negative impact on project implementa
tion in the African least developed countries and calls upon the inter
national donor community to provide aDA to the least developed countries
on an untied basis to the maximum extent possible;

10. Welcomes the efforts of some donors in providing assistance
adapted to the special needs of the African least developed countries in
the form of grants, as well as in more flexible forms such as the payment
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of local, recurrent and maintenance costs, rehabilitation aid as well as
balance-of-payments support, and urges other donors and multilateral
financing institutions to take similar steps as a general rule;

11. Calls upon the developed donor countries to respond positively
to the request by the African least developed countries and honour the
commitments made at the Paris Conference concerning an alleviation of the
least developed countries' debt burden by means of cancellation, retroactive
adjustment or equivalent action and to apply in full UNCTAD Trade and
Development Board resolution 165 (S -IX) of 11 March 1978;

12. Strongly urges improvements in the present aid co-ordination
mechan1sms of consultative groups and roundtables so as to enhance the
flow of resources to the least developed countries, and to that end
proposes the establishment of a framework for periodic negotiations
between donor countries on the one hand and the least developed countries
as a group on the other so as to accelerate the implementation of the
Substantial New Programme of Action;

13. Requests the Executive Secretary of ECA in close collaboration
with the Secretary-General of OAU to liaise with institutions and
international organizations in other regions of the world so as to work
together to help the least developed countries better to understand
their problems and to provide support to them so that the developed
countries can fulfil their promises to the least developed countries
which have taken measures to implement their own commitments with respect
to the Substantial New Programme of Action;

14. Further requests the Executive Secretary of ECA in close
collaboration with the Secretary-General of OAU and in co-operation
with relevant organizations in other developing regions of the world
to establish a framework for interregional negotiations on the Substantial
New Programme of Action among all least developed countries with a view
to adopting a common position on aid practices and on the adjustment of
the Substantial New Programme of Action before the high-level meeting on
the Global Mid-term Review to be held in Geneva in September/October 1985;

15. Expresses its gratitude to the Executive Secretary of ECA for
efforts deployed in the monitoring and follow-up of the implementation
of the Substantial New Programme of Action in the African region and
requests him to report on the outcome of the Global Mid-term Review
Meeting along with progress in the implementation of this resolution to
the sixth meeting of the Conference of Ministers of African Least
Developed Countries in 1986;

16. Also calls on the General Assembly to increase the human and
financial resources at the disposal of the ECA programme for the African
least developed countries so that those countries can be given more
effective assistance.

241st meeting,
29 April 1985.
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539 (XX). United Nations Trust Fund for African Development (UNTFAD)

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling its full support for the establishment and strengthening
of the United Nations Trust Fund for African Development for the benefit
of African Governments and peoples,

Having examined the report on pledges and payments by member States
and the progress in project implementation and expenditure for the period
1983-1984, 10/

Having examined also the report on extrabudgetary resources required
to implement the work programme for the period 1986-1987, ~

C'nsciDUS of the severe economic and social crisis affectinL the
African re~ion and the need f0r member States to apply the self-suffi
ciency policy a.lopted by the Comm i s s i ori,

Noting with sQtisfaction the goodwill of African member States and
non-African Governments as well as international financial institutions
in contributing to the Fund,

Recognizinr the efforts made by the Executive Scc r e t arv to dynam i zc the
Fund and ensure the collection of pledged contributions,

1. Urges member States that have not yet done so to deposit their
pledged contributions;

2. Requests the Executive Secretary to continue his efforts in
negotiating, on behalf of member States, with developing and developed
countries as well as international financial institutions which might
contribute to the Fund;

3. Appeals to all United Nations Member States and international
financial institutions to contribute generously to the United Nations
Trust Fund for African Development in order to make available to the ECA
secretariat the necessary extrabudgetary resources to enable it to
implement the work programme adopted by its legislative organs.

241st meeting,
29 April 1985•

.!Q/ Document E/ECA/CM.l1/ 57.

1l/ Document E/ECA/CM.ll/58.
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540 (XX). African Centre of Meteorological Applications for Development

The Conference of Ministers,

Considering the devastating impact of the prolonged drought on the
economy of more than two-thirds of African countries, which has led to
large-scale famine, hunger, starvation, disease and lingering death for
millions of African people,

Noting with concern that the process of desertification, accentuated
by the drought, is progressing relentlessly from the Sudano-Sahelian arid
lands into the sub-humid tropical countries in Africa at a steady pace to
7 to ~ kilometres per year, eating up millions of hectares of productive
arable land,

Recalling its resolutions 196 (IX) of February 1969 on the World
Weather Watch and economic development in Africa; 446 (XVII) of April
1982 on combating desertification in Africa; 473 (XVIII) of April 1983
on the Scientific Roundtable on the Climatic Situation and Drought in
Africa; 499 (XIX) of 26 May 1984 on the Regional Plan of Action to
Combat the Impacts of Drought in Africa; and 528 (XIX) of 26 May 1984 on
meteorological services to combat drought in Africa, all of which prOVided
guidance to the Cot.mi ss i.on to assist its member States to develop
programmes, strategies and measures to combat drought and desertification
in Africa,

Noting with satisfaction the report of the feasibility study for
establishing an advanced centre for meteorology in Africa carried out
jointly by the World Meteorological Organization and the Economic
Commission for Africa, with the collaboration of the United Nations
Sud"no-Scthelian Office, the United Nations Environment Proeranune, the
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations "nd the United
Nations Research Institute for Social Development as requested by its
resolution 523 (XIX) of 26 May 1984, l2!

1. Resolves that an African Centre of Meteorological Applications
for Development (ACMAD) be established;

2. Urges member States to support the proposed activities of the
African Centre of Meteorological Applications for Development and hasten
the establishment of the Centre to strengthen national capabilities to
handle and apply meteorological and hydrological data and information to
critical human activities such as agriculture, food production, energy
and water resources management;

13! See document E/ECA/CM.ll/15/Add.l, annexes I and II.
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3. Requests the Executive Secretary of ECA and the Secretary
General of WMO to conduct any necessary additional studies and take
appropriate measures to ensure the availability of meteorological data
and information and the means of exchange among member States via the
WMO regional telecommunications system, which is the primary mechanism
by which ACMAD will collect meteorological data and distribute its
products, and to report to the Commission at its twenty-first session;

4. Decides that the role of the African Centre of Meteorological
Applications for Development is to improve the understanding of atmosphe
ric and climatic processes over the continent; collect, analyse and dis
seminate meteorological and hydrological information to serve as a watch
or early warning system over Africa; and facilitate the training of
African scientists and technicians in the applications of meteorology
for development;

5. Appeals to the United Nations Sudano-Sahel ian Office and the
United Nations Development Programme to provide substantial financial sup
port for the establishment and running of the Centre and to all interested
bilateral and ~ultilateral donors and financial institutions to supplement
ein~ncial SLpp)rt for thp Centre in it~ e~rly phases of development.

24lst meeting,
29 April 1985.

541 (XX). Role of trade and finance in alleviating Africa's social and
economic crisis

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling the provisions of the Lagos Plan of Action and the Final
Act of Lagos concerning the vital role played by trade and finance in the
socio-economic transformation of the African economies,

Gravely concerned about the diminishing role which international trade
and finance have played in dealing with the current economic and social
crisis in the wake of an unfavourable international economic environment,
more particularly the adverse decline in the prices of primary commodities,
the drastic reduction in official development assistance (aDA), the
persistently high interest rates in the developed countries and the
negative impact of fluctuating exchange rates on the economies of the
developing countries,

Realizing the urgent need to adopt effective measures at the inter
national level to alleviate the crisis through an effective system of
international consultations and co-operation, and the need to establish
permanent African machinery for the regular monitoring of developments
in money and finance,
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Noting that the Lagos Plan of Action called for rationalization of
distribution in domestic trade and structures in order to ensure internally
generated, self-sustaining growth,

Mindful of the fact that despite the establishment of subregional
economic groupings, no measurable achievements have been made towards the
liberalization and expansion of intra-African trade and that the growth
of intra-African trade remains too small to ensure collective self-reliance,

Conscious of the need to develop adequate intra-African monetary and
financial institutions, where they do not exist, or to strengthen the
existing ones, as a means of ensuring adequate domestic resources to sustain
economic development efforts at the subregional and regional levels,

Having considered the Report of the Regional Ministerial Meeting on
Africa's External Indebtedness and the Addis Ababa Declaration on Africa's
External Indebtedness annexed to the Special Memorandum by the ECA
Conference of Ministers on Africa's Economic and Social Crisis adopted at
the nineteenth session of the Commission held in Addis Ababa from 2", to
27 May 1984,

Deeply concerned by the magnitude of external debts and the increasing
debt servicing costs experienced by many African countries especially
during the past ten years which are seriously eroding their meagre foreign
exchange resources, thereby slowing down growth prospects,

Recognizing that the solution to these problems lies in the ability
of African Governments to make effective structural adjustments to their
economies,

A. National level

1. Calls upon African countries to envisage the possibility of
setting up, where they do not exist, permanent national units to monitor
external debt and advise Governments on effective debt management;

2. Recommends that all African countries take measures for develop
ing effective distribution channels in domestic trade and finance as a
means of ensuring internally generated balanced growth;

B. Subregional and regional levels

3. Urges the African countries, through the subregional and regional
institutions, to adopt new measures to launch a "Buy African goods"
campaign so as to promote intra-African trade in agricultural products
especially food, basic manufactured consumer goods and raw materials;
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4. Stresses the urgent need for all African Governments to provide
full support to the newly established Federation of African Chambers of
Commerce as an important private-sector institution for the development
and expansion of intra-African trade:

5. Calls on the Executive Secretary of ECA to submit to the next
session of the Commission a preliminary report on the possibility of
organizing multilateral African trade negotiations with a view to
promoting med i.um- -ind long-term intra-African trade exch-mgcs ;

6. Decides to establish a onference of African Ministers of
Finance assisted by the secretariats of ECA and OAU and the Governors
of Central Banks as the appropriate machinery to meet at least once every
two years, to deal, inter alia, with the following functions: .

(a) Monitoring and evaluating the impact of the international
monetary and financial situation on the African economies and proposing
appropriate remedial action;

(b) Regularly assessing the structure and magnitude of Africa's
external debts, including the debt servicing obligations of African
countries with a view to proposing effective measures to alleviate such
debts:

(c) Reviewing intra-African monetary and financial co-operation and
suggesting ways by which resource flows to Africa can be enhanced,
including the proposed establishment of an African Monetary Fund:

(d) Promoting the exchange of information and the sharing of
national experiences in dealing with monetary and financial matters;

(e) Devising strategies for strengthening Africa's position in
international negotiations on money and financial issues;

7. Further decides that the secretariat of ECA shall convene the
meetings of the Conference;

8. Calls upon all countries which have not yet done so to join the
existing subregional payments and clearing arrangements, such as the West
African Clearing House, the Central African Clearing House and the
Preferential Trade Area Clearing House, and to ensure that maximum use is
made of these institutions in the settlement of intra-African trade
transactions and other payments;

9. Further calls upon those countries which have not yet formed
their own subregional payments and clearing arrangements to establish.
such institutions:
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C. International level

10. Notes with appreciation that the twentieth ordinary session of
the Assembly of Heads of State and Government of the Organization of
African Unity endorsed the Special Memorandum by the ECA Conference of
Ministers on Africa's Economic and Social Crisis and the annex containing
the Addis Ababa Declaration on Africa's External Indebtedness as the
basis for concrete action to deal with the external debt crisis;

11. Appeals to developed countries and all lending institutions,
including the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund, to increase
the flow of resources to Africa on more concessionary terms with a view
to enabling developing African countries, in particular the least developed
countries and those seriously affected by the drought and other
natural disasters, to rehabilitate and reconstruct their economies
especially in order to increase self-sufficiency in production and food
security.

241st meeting,
29 April 1985.

542 (XX). Implementation of the Lusaka Programme of Action for Mineral
Resources Development and Utilization in Africa

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling the recommendations on mineral resources development in
Africa at natlonal, subregional and regional levels called for in
paragraphs 79 and 80 of the Lagos Plan of Action,

Guided by the recommendations of the first Regional Conference on
the Development and Utilization of Mineral Resources in Africa, convened
by the ECA secretariat in Arusha, United Republic of Tanzania, from 2 to
6 February 1981 in compliance with the Lagos Plan of Action,

Taking into account the slow progress in the implementation of these
recommendations,

Having considered the report of the second Regional Conference on
the Development and Utilization of Mineral Resources in Africa, held at
Lusaka, Zambia,from 4 to 14 March 1985, and the recommendations adopted
at the Conference which constitute the Lusaka Programme of Action for
Mineral Resources Development and Utilization in Africa,

Conscious of the need for African countries to increase the use of
their mineral resources and mineral base products in the process of their
socio-economic development,



- 97 -

1. Endorses the report and recommendations adopted at the second
Regional Conference on the Development and Utilization of Mineral Resources
in Africa;

2. Urges member States to implement the specific recommendations
of the Arusha Conference and those defined in the Lusaka Programme of
Action for Mineral Resources Development and Utilization in Africa;

3. Appeals to African multinational institutions, bilateral and
intergovernmental technical assistance organizations and the agencies of
the United Nations system dealing with mineral resources development in
Africa to co-ordinate their efforts in assisting member States to
implement the recommendations of Arusha and Lusaka regarding mineral
resources development in the African region;

4. Calls upon the secretariats of the Economic Community of Central
African States (ECCAS), the Economic Community of West African States
(ECOWAS), the Southern Africa Development Co-ordination Conference (SADCC)
and other relevant subregional organs to promote and monitor multi-country
co-operation in mineral resources development pursuant to the recommenda
tions of the African Regional Conferences on mineral resources and supply
basic information to the ECA secretariat for use in regional reports to
the Conference of Ministers responsible for minera~ resources development
in Africa on the status of such recommendations;

5. Reguests the Executive Secretary of ECA to take steps to ensure
satisfactory implementation of this resolution and to convene in 1987 the
third regional conference on mineral resources development and utilization
in Africa, which will review the progress in the implementation of the
Arusha and Lusaka recommendations on mineral resources development in the
African region.

241st meeting,
29 April 1985.

543 (XX). Development-oriented social welfare policies and programmes on
the situation of African migrant workers

The Conference of Ministers,

Aware of the serious consequences of the critical African socio
economic situation for the living conditions of the peoples of Africa, and
for the funding and delivery of social services which are even more
essential now than in previous periods of economic development,

Reaffirming the essential role of social welfare in overall develop
ment and in dealing with pressing issues arising notably from food shortages,
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refugee and displaced person problems, the break-up of families, lack
of adequate health and educational facilities, unemployment and under
employment, urbanization, and high rates of population growth,

Having considered the issue of African migrant workers and the impact
it has on the socio-economic development of the sending and receiving
countries,

Noting thaL, since 1979, work has been in progress on au inter
national convention on the protection of the rights of all migrant
workers and their families,

1. Endorses the report of the fourth Conference of African
Ministers of Social Affairs;

2. Urges all member States, particularly the least developed
countries, to prepare for and arrange adequate representation at the
Interregional Consultation on Developmental Social Welfare Policies and
Programmes to be held in 1987:

3, Requests the Executive Secretary of ECA to prepare a report on
the issues identified in Economic and Social Council resolution 1982/22,
with emphasis on those issues of particular concern for or relevance to
Africa, so as to ensure that the substance of this report is taken into
full consideration in the agenda and documentation of the Interregional
ConSUltation;

4. Further requests the Executive Secretary to make the necessary
arrangements for a thorough study of the status of Af'ri crrn migrant workers
in both receiving and sending countries, in order to elicit appropriate
action to promote the welfare and protect the rights of the migrant
workers and their families as well as appropriate policies for their
social integration;

5. Urges the Economic and Social Council to recommend to the
General Assembly the approval of the technical and financial implications
of ECA's involvement in both activities.

Z4lst meeting,
29 April 1985.

544 (XX). United Nations Transport and Communications Decade in Africa

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling its resolution 291 (XIII) of 26 February 1977, Economic
and Social Council resolution 2D97 (LXIII) of 29 July 1977 and General
Assembly resolution 32/160 of 19 December 1977 proclaiming the United
Nations Transport and Communications Decade in Africa,
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Recalling also its resolution 464 (XVIII) of 2 May 1983 by which
the Conference requested the Executive Secretary of the Commission to
ensure that the programme of the second phase would, inter alia, promote
harmonization and co-ordination of the various modes of transport and
communications, and resolution 487 (XIX) of 26 May 1984 by which the
Conference endorsed the programme for the second phase of the Decade,

Referring to Economic and Social Council resolution 1984/68 of
25 July 1984 and General Assembly resolutions 38/150 of 19 December
1983 and 39/230 of 18 December 1984 on the United Nations Transport
and Communications Decade in Africa,

Having considered the report on the evaluation of the first phase
(1980-1983) of the United Nations Transport and Communications Decade in
Africa and the progress report for 1984 on the Decade programme,

Aware that the evaluation of the first phase is only preliminary
since a great deal of information on the actual status of projects has
not yet been submitted to the secretariat by member States,

Appreciating the efforts that have been made by the Executive
Secretary of the Commission to mobilize financial resources for the
implementation of the Decade programme,

Noting with appreciation that financial resources have been allocated
by the General Assembly for the activities envisaged in its resolutions
38/150 and 39/230, including studies on the harmonization and co
ordination of the various modes of transport and communications,

I, Expresses its appreciation to the Administrator of the United
Nations Development Programme for his continuing support of the Decade
through the financing of the Decade Co-ordination Unit and requests him
to continue to p70vide funds to the Commission during the next programming
cycle to enable it to complete the task of monitoring the implementation
of the Decade programme and evaluate the results of the whole Decade
programme;

2, Welcomes the role played by the Inter-agency Co-ordinating
Committee, under ECA as the lead agency, in co-ordinating activities and
its contrihution towards the objectives of the Decade;

3, Requests the Secretary-General to provide the Economic Commission
for Africa with resources to enable it to organize the fifth Conference
of African Ministers of Transport, Communications and Plannin& in 1986;

4, Also requests the Secretary-General to make available to the
Commission sufficient financial resources to enable it to organize co
financing meetin~s for certain specific regional projects and projects
located incorridcrs affording access to the sea for land-locked countries;
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5. Requests the Executive Secretary of ECA:

(a) To organiz~ in collaboration with other United Nations
bodies and African intergovernmental organizations, at least two co
financing meetings a year, until the end of the Decade for the purpose
of submitting certain specific regional projects and transport corridor
projects to appropriate donor countries and financial institutions;

(b) To intensify efforts to contact as many donor countries and
financial institutions as possible to promote the Decade programme;

6. Appeals to donor countries and international financial insti
tutions to participate fully and positively in the three technical
consultative meetings on air transport, railways and postal services
scheduled for 6 to 8 May, 24 to 27 September and 20 to 23 November 1985
respectively, and in particular to provide technical and financial
resources on liberal terms to African countries for the implementation
of the Decade programme;

7. Reiterates the appeals previously made to donor countries and
international financial institutions to give increased financial support
to the second phase programme and to accord particular attention to the
financing of regional projects and projects related to the maintenance
and rehabilitation of infrastructures, training and technical assistance,
and projects in corridors providing access to the sea for land-locked
countries;

8. Further appeals to bilateral and multilateral donors to provide
the Commission with experts in various transport and communications fields
in order to strengthen the Decade Co-ordination Unit;

9. Urges member States:

(a) To intensify their efforts to obtain external financing for
their Decade projects and to provide the local cost component of the
projects;

(b) To make an increased effort to provide the Commission with
the necessary information on the financing and physical execution of
their projects so that the preliminary evaluation of the implementation
of the first phase programme can be finalized;

(c) To give greater emphasis to projects dealing with maintenance
and rehabilitation and with training and technical assistance;

(d) To assume greater responsibility for Decade projects requiring
rnulti~country co-operation;
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10. Invites the specialized agencies of the United Nations and
African intergovernmental organizations to continue to lend support,
in their respective areas of competence, to ECA in the discharge of its
duties as the lead agency for co-ordinating the implementation of the
Decade programme;

11. Requests the Executive Secretary of ECA to increase his efforts
to collect data on the implementation of the project and to submit to the
twelfth meeting of the Conference a progress report on the second phase
programme.

24lst meeting,
29 April 1985.

545 (XX). Human resources management

The Conference of Ministers,

Recognizing the high priority accorded by the Lagos Plan of Action
to human resources as the major catalyst in socio-economic development,

Recalling its resolutions 389 (XV) of April 1980. which established
the Conference of Ministers Responsible for Human Resources Planning,
Development and Utilization, and 444 (XVII) of April 1982. which adopted
programmes for the improvement of human resources management in African
countries,

Having examined the report of the second Conference of Ministers
Responsible for Human Resources Planning, Development and Utilization
and ECA' s studies entitled "Human r-esotrrces management in Africa: An
agenda for action" and "The crisis of unemployment and human r8sources
management",

Appreciating the efforts made by African Governments to build up
their capabilities in human resources planning, development and utilization
in order to make human resources management more effective in the service
of socio-economic development,

1. Endorses the report of the second Conference of Ministers
Responsible for Human Resources Planning, Development and Utilization,
including that Conference's terms of reference and rules of procedure
and resolutions HRMC 2 (II) and 3 (II);

2. Endorses the recommendations contained in documents E/ECA/CM.ll/33.
"The crisis of unemploymeht and human resources management" and
E/ECA/CM.ll/40, "Human resources management in Africa: An agenda for
action" ;
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3. Urges member States to endeavour to implement those recommenda
tions and the recommendations of the second Conference of Ministers
Responsible for Human Resources Plannin[, Development and Utilization
with the minimum delay so as to accelerate the pace of human resources
development and improve the management and utilization of human resources
within the region;

4. Requests the United Nations system, the international community
and technical assistance agencies to continue to assist African Govern
ments to strengthen their human resources management capabilities;

5. Further requests the Executive Secretary of ECA to continue to
provide assistance to member States by making available to them training
and advisory services on management improvement, human resources planning
and staff and career development.

241st meeting,
29 April 1985.

546 (XX). Strengthening the role of institutions of higher learning in
Africa's development

The Conference of Ministers,

Having considered the report and Mbabane Programme of Action adopted
by the second Conference of Vice-Chancellors, Rectors and Presidents of
African Institutions of Higher Learning on means of strengthening the
contribution of institutions of higher learning to Africa's socio
economic development,

Conscious of the central role of institutions of higher education
in producing high- and middle-level scientific, technical and managerial
professionals without whom no modern economy geared towards the develop
ment of science and technology, industry, agriculture and other priority
areas can function,

Appreciating the commitment by the institutions of higher learning
to orient their research activities, learning programmes and consultancy
services to respond more effectively to Africa's developmental needs and
the solution of Africa's pervasive socio-economic crisis,

1. Urges the African institutions of higher learning swiftly to
implement the decisions and recommendations in the Mbabane Programme of
Action and the report of the second Conference;

2. Calls upon all African Governments to provide timely and
effective material, financial and moral support to their institutions of
higher learning in a manner that will enable the latter to discharge their
functions with greater efficiency;
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3. Urges member States to establish a framework within which
greater use can be made of the existing capacity in their in'titutions
of higher learning for providing consultancy services, research and
development, project formulation, design and appraisal and offering
expert advice on developmental matters in general;

4. Further urges African Governments to assist institutions of
higher learning in implementing the Mbabane Programme of Action which
sets out their response to Africa's social and economic crisis;

5. Requests the United Nations, its specialized agencies and other
technical assistance agencies to continue to assist the institutions of
higher learning and strengthen their capabilities to enable them to make
more relevant contributions to Africa's development endeavours;

6. Calls upon the Executive Secretary of ECA to assist in the
implementation of the decisions of the second Conference of Vice-Chancellors,
Presidents and Rectors of Institutions of Higher Learning in Africa.

24lst meeting,
29 April 1985.

547 (XX). African Institute for Higher Technical Training and Research
(AIHTTR)

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling its resolution 348 (XIV) creating the African Institute
for Higher Technical Training and Research (AIHTTR) to serve the entire
African continent in areas of training and research relative to the
creation and development of technology for industrialization,

Noting that the present difficulties facing African development have
underscored the region's deep weakness in technology development and serious
dependence on other regions for middle- and high-level technical skills as
well as for the provision of its industrialization requirements,

Conscious of the great potential ability of the African Institute
for Higher Technical Training and Research to provide the services
required to respond to the industrial manpower needs of the region,

Further conscious of the tremendous constraints on the prOVIsIon of
financial support by the Institute's member Governments posed by the
present financial and economic difficulties faced by all African countries,

Aware of the long-standing co-operation between the European Economic
Community (EEC) and African countries, particularly in the provision of
assistance for development,



- 104 -

Appreciative of the support given to the Institute by African
Governments and the provision of host facilities by the Government of
Kenya,

1. Supports the ongoing negotiations between the Institute and
the European Economic Community for co-operation and assistance;

2. Endorses the proposal submitted by the Institute to the
European Economic Community for funding the first phase of the Institute's
revelopment;

3. Urges the European Economic Community to provide African
countries, through the Institut~ with as much assistance and support as
possible to strengthen capabilities for industrial manpower development;

4. Appreciates the interest with which the European Economic
Community continues to view the continent's development and hopes that
this interest will be translated this time into assistance to the
African Institute for Higher Technical Training and Research.

24lst meeting,
29 April 1985.

548 (XX). Africa's food and agriculture crisis

The Conference of Ministers,

Deeply concerned at the continuing poor performance of the food and
agricultural sector, which has resulted in the current food and agri
culture crisis in spite of numerous past resolutions, and is nOw aggra
vated by persistent drought, other natural calamities and man-made
causes, leading to serious food shortages and loss of livestock,

Aware that policy inadequacies have contributed greatly to the
current food and agricultural problems,

Aware also that there is considerable potential for expanding
agricultural production and trade in Africa, provided that appropriate
policies are adopted and the food and agriculture sector is given
highest priority in resource allocation in development plans and
programmes,

Mindful of the fact that human activities and inadequate policies
for the use and development of land resources contribute greatly to the
destruction of the environment and ecology and the resultant drought and
desertification,
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Greatly concerned with the continent's growing dependence on
imports and food aid,

Aware of the commendable efforts of the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations, the Economic Commission for Africa,
the Organization of African Unity and other bilateral and multilateral
agencies in complementing the efforts of African countries to solve
their food problems,

Taking serious note of the commitments made by the African Ministers
of Agriculture in their Harare Declaration on the Food Crisis in Africa
adopted at the thirteenth FAO Regional Conference for Africa in Harare,
Zimbabwe, on 25 July 1984,

Convinced that the solution to this problem lies primarily with
African peoples and Governments as stated in the Lagos Plan of Action,

1. Calls upon African Governments to design and implement policies
and programmes to enhance the drive towards self-help, self-reliant and
self-sustained food and agricultural development;

2. Calls upon African Governments to increase domestic investment
in agriculture, in particular with emphasis on development of research,
appropriate technology, incentive packages geared to small-holder
producers, irrigation facilities, and manpower training geared to the
development of small-holder producers, taking the conservation and
development of natural resources into account;

3. Calls upon the international financial institutions and the
donor community to assist African Governments in their efforts to
rehabilitate the food and agriculture sector and to initiate long-term
measures to bring about lasting solutions;

4, Requests the ECA secretariat to continue to undertake, with
FAG and other relevant subregional, regional and international insti
tutions, joint action to complement and assist African Governments,
specifically in:

(a) Reviewing and harmonizing policies with a bearing on food and
agriculture development, reporting as appropriate to future meetings of
the ECA Conference of Ministers;

(b) Improving their capacity in policy and development planning
including effective implementation, monitoring and evaluation, through
the preparation of guidelines and appropriate training programmes,
reporting as appropriate to future meetings of the ECA Conference of
Ministers;



- 106 -

(c) Strengthening measures aimed at bringing about agrarian and
~nstitutional reforms to accelerate production in the various agricultural
subsectors, as envisaged in the Lagos Plan of Action;

I 5. Urges member Governments to establish and/or strengthen
mechanisms for monitoring the implementation of the Lagos Plan of Action
land to facilitate the regional and subregional monitoring effort called
Ifor in the Lagos Plan of Action.

24lst meeting,
29 April 1985.

,549 (XX). Subregional, regional and interregional economic and technical
co-operation

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling General Assembly resolutions 3201 (S-VI) and 3202 (S-VI)
of 1 May 1974 containing the Declaration and the Programme of Action on
the Establishment of a New International Economic Order, 328 (XXIX) of
12 December 1974 containing the Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of
States, and 3362 (S-VII) of 16 September 1975 on development and
international economic co-operation,

Recalling further General Assembly resolutions 3177 (XXVIII) of
17 December 1973, 3241 (XXIX) of 29 November 1974, 3251 (XXIX) of
4 December 1974 and 3442 (XXX) of 9 December 1975, all concerning
economic co-operation among developing countries; and General Assembly
resolutions 3251 (XXIX) of 4 December 1974 and 3461 (XXX) of 11 December
1975 both concerning technical co-operation among developing countries,

Bearing in mind the Buenos Aires Plan of Action for Proroo t i ng and
Implementing Technical Co-operation among Developing Countries adopted
by the United Nations Conference on Technical Co-operation among Developin
Countries held in Buenos Aires, Argentina, from 30 August to 12 September
1978, and the Caracas Programme of Action adopted by the High-Level
Conference on Economic Co-operation among Developing Countries held at
Caracas from 13 to 19 May 1981,

Taking note of the recommendations of the meeting of executive
secretaries of regional co~missions held in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, from
21 to 23 February 1985, concerning the promotion of interregional
economic and technical co-operation among developing countries,

Recalling its resolutions 468 (XVIII) of 2 May 1983 and 522 (XIX)
of 2e1May 1984 on the strengthening of subregional and regional co
operation,
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Recalling further its resolution 311 (XIII) of 1 March 1977 on the
establishment of Multinational Programming and Operatio~al Centres
(MULPOCs), General Assembly resolution 37/138 of 17 December 1982 on
funding MULPOCs on an established basis, and its resolution 524 (XIX)
on the meetings of the policy organs of the MULPOCs,

Aware that the Final Act of Lagos calls for the setting up by the
year 2000 "on the basis of a treaty to be concluded, of an African
Economic Community, so as to ensure the economic, social and cultural
integration of our continent", and taking note of the efforts that have
been made in the implementation of the obj ectives of the Final Act,
particularly in the strengthening or establishment of subregional
groupings for the promotion of economic co-operation and integration such
as the Economic Community of West African States, the Economic Community
of Central African States, the Preferential Trade Area, the West African
Economic Community, the Central African Customs and Economic Union,
the Economic Community of the Great Lakes countries, the Southern Africa
Development Co-ordination Conference and the Multinational Programming
and Operational Centres,

Having examined carefully the document entitled "A subregional
approach to national survival" and conscious of the need to deal with
the economic and social crisis in Africa ageravated by natural calamities
such as drought and desertification on a subregional basis,

I. Subregional technical and economic co-operation

1. Endorses the resolutions of the MULPOC Councils of Ministers
and of the North African Meeting of Plenipotentiaries;

2. Adopts the work programmes of the MULPOCs for 1985 and for
the biennium 1986-1987;

3. Appeals to member States to substantially increase their support
for the work prof'T"mmes of the MULPDCs, p"rticulerly by pledging to the
United Nations Trust Fund for African Develnpment for these programmes;

4. Requests the Executive Secretary of ECA to continue his efforts
to strengthen the MULPOCs by securing financial and manpower resources;
UNOP, to consider the funding of MULPOC projects; and all United Nations
agencies, to collaborate more closely with the MULPOCs in the implementa
tion of their multinational and subregional programmes and projects;

II. Subregional co-operation to deal with the economic and social
crisis in Africa, including drought and desertification

Urges member States to consult and co-operate within their respective
subregions, with the assistance of the MULPOCs, in tackling the above
mentioned crisis and to this end, individually and collectivelY, to
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implement measures aimed at harmonizing and rationalizing their industrial
activities and ensuring their collective food security, greater integration
of their transport and communication networks, and a better utilization
of their energy and water resources potentia~

III. Regional technical and economic co-operation

1. Calls upon member States to rededicate themselves to the promotion
of sectoral co-operation and integration by adopting a time-bound pro
gramme for implementation over the next two to three years in each area
specified in the various sectors of the Lagos Plan of Action where no
such programme has yet been provided for or by updating the existing
programme in the light of the experience gained since the adoption of the
Lagos Plan of Action and Final Act and of present requirements;

2. Calls upon the secretariats of ECA and GAU to take all necessary
steps to hold periodic meetings for consultation between the secretariats
of the existing subregional economic groupings with a view to the hori
zontal and vertical co-ordination and harmonization of their policies and
programmes so as to promote broader effective co-operation among member
States;

3. Appeals to potential member States of these groupings that have
not yet done so to sign and ratify the Treaty for the establishment of
the Preferential Trade Area (PTA) for Eastern -md Southe r-n AfriC:'ll Stat cs
and the Treaty establishing the Economic Community of Central African
States (ECCAS);

4. Requests the ECA secretariat, in collaboration with the GAU
secretariat, to prepare a programme of work with a view to the establish
ment of an African economic community by the year 2000 for submission to
the twelfth meeting of the Conference of Ministers;

IV. Interregional technical and economic co-operation

1. Takes note of the recommendation made by the executive secretaries
of the regl0nal cOmTIlssions at their meeting to work closely with the C
Chairman of the Group of 77 in the implementation of the Caracas Pro
gramme of Action;

2. Urges the member States of the Commission, in order for them
to participate effectively in the promotion of interregional co-operation,
to:

(a) Join and give political and financial support to all the regional
institutions established by them to promote economic co-operation and
integration;
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(b) Take all necessary action to exploit complementarities between
interregional, regional and subregional organizations and institutions;

(c) Give specific priority to activities that contribute towards
expanding the capacity of the co-operating countries to provide for the
basic needs of the people, e.g., development of seeds and irrigation
technology, joint projects for the production of essential agricultural
inputs such as fertilizers, specialized tools, etc.;

(d) Pursue joint undertakings in fields that generate substantial
economies of scale such as scientific exploration of natural resources
and their exploitation, inter-country water and power development projects,
ocean fisheries, specialized educational programmes, research on energy
and so on;

(e) Develop the infrastructure for balanced links between African
countries; in particular transportation and communication networks,
export services such as storage, ports and shipping, financ~ 8tC.;

(f) Co-operate in strengthening the technical base of African
countreis in international ncgotiations in such fora as the United
Nations Conference on Trade and Development and the General Agreement
on Tariffs and Trade and in their dealings with transnational corpora
tions;

3. Commends the member States of the Economic Commission for
Africa and the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean
on the steps already taken by them to implement action-oriented measures
in respect of trade, science and technology, human resources development
and utilization and mineral resources and requests the Executive Secretary
of ECA, in collaboration with the Executive Secretary of ECLAC, to
intensify his efforts in assisting the member States in strengthening
and extending the scope of such co-operation within the context of the
Caracas Programme of Action;

4. Commends UNDP for its support to the Commission's interregional
technical and economic co-operation activities and appeals to it and to
other funding agencies which have not yet done so to render generous
support to the Commission's interregional economic and technical co
operation programmes;

s. Requests the Executive Secretary to report to the twelfth
meeting of~Conference of Ministers ~n progress made in implementation
~f this resolution.

241st meeting,
29 April 1985.
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550 (XX). Report of the Ad Hoc Committee established by resolution
477 (XVIII) Dn EC~- and OAU-sponsDred institutions

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling its resolution 477 (XVIII) which established an Ad Hoc
Committee composed of 10 member States to evaluate the multinational
institutions established under the aegis of the Economic CQmmission
for Africa and the Organization of African Unity and to make proposals
concerning their continued usefulness and effectiveness and ways in
which their activities can be better rationalized, co-ordinated,
harmonized and/or integrated,

Recalling further its resolutions 519 (XIX), which called upon the
Ad Hoc Committee to make a more comprehensive study than the one it had
submitted to its tenth meeting, to make positive specific suggestions for
the co-ordination, harmonization and/or merger of the activities of the
ECA- and OAll-sponsored institutions, including the possible dissolution
of some of those institutions, and, before finalizing its report, to
hold discussions with the chief executives of the ECA- and OAU-sponsored
institutions,

Having considered the final report of the Ad Hoc Committee and having
noted the lack of financial and political support by the member States
for the institutions, together with various factors taken into considera
tion by the Ad Hoc Committee in the preparation of its final report,

1. Approves the following recommendations contained therein:

(a) That all the institutions without exception are useful and
address themselves to issues and problems in respect of which Africa
is still sadly deficient, namely trained manpower, information, research
capability and services in various technical, economic and social sectors;

(b) That the Executive Secretary of ECA and the Secretary-General
of OAU should ascertain from the Governments of the States belonging to
the institutions they sponsor whether they are still interested in the
institutions and obtain from them solemn declarations of intent to
support the institutions financially; in the event of affirmation, that
they should request immediate payment of 25 per cent of the arrears owed
and the remainder within five years;

(c) That the Executive Secretary of ECA and the Secretary-General
of OAll should ascertain from the host Governments of the institutions
sponsored by them the extent to which they will undertake to support the
existence and development of their institutions for a given period in
case of extreme difficulties resulting from non-payment of membership
contributions;
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(d) That the Executive Secretary should report the findings in
respect of paragraphs (a) and (b) above to the twelfth meeting of the
ECA Conference of Ministers;

(e) That there should be adequately staffed co-ordination units
within the Cabinet Office of the Executive Secretary of ECA and the
Secretary General of OAU and within the host Governments to follow more
actively and on a continuous basis the activities of the institutions
sponsored by them and comment on the proposed work programmes of the
institutions b~fore presentation to their respective governing bodies,
so as to achieve co-ordination;

(f) That the institutions should explore ways in which they can
raise revenues in order to reduce contributions from their member States
and, on their part, African Governments should as much as possible
patronize the institutions as major instruments for the promotion of
collective self-reliance;

(g) That in order to reduce costs, the institutions should, inter
alia, be selective in drawing up their programmes, keep travel costs to a
minimum and not pay the expenses of the members of their various organs
attending meetings;

(h) That the bulletin which ECA currently produces on the activities
of its sponsored institutions should continue and be very widely diffused,
and that OAU should consider doing the same for its sponsored institutions;
with the help of the Pan-African News Agency (PANA) , the activities of the
institutions should be kept in public view through national news agencies
and other information media;

2. With respect to the co-ordination of the activities of and merger
of the institutions:

(a) Decides that where options have been proposed in the final report
of the Ad Hoc Committee, other than in the case of the Regional Centre on
Solar Energy, the Executive Secretary of ECA and the Secretary-General of
OAU should convene a meeting of the host Governments concerned, participat
ing member States and donor agencies that participate in the financing of
the institutions to examine the options proposed and to express their
views;

(b) Confirms the recommendations contained in the final report of
the Ad Hoc Committee concerning those institutions where no options have
been proposed and which are to remain as separate institutions;

3. Requests the Executive Secretary of ECA and the Secretary-General
of OAU to enter into consultations and negotiations with the host Govern
ments, participating member States and donor agencies concerned as regards
new commitments and facilities which would make it possible to cost the
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options proposed in respect of the co-ordination of the activities of and
merger of institutions and select the best course of action to be adopted,
and requests the Executive Secretary of ECA to report on the outcome to
the twelfth meeting of the ECA Conference of Ministers.

241st meeting,
29 April 1985.

551 (XX). Developing administrative and managerial capabilities in Africa

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling Economic and Social Council resolutions 2018 (LXI) and
1980/12 which emphasized the development of public administration and
management in the developing countries,

Recalling Conference of Ministers resolution 348 (XIV) of 27 March
1979 on manpower development, which welcomed the efforts being made by
the secretariat to promote the establishment and development of subregional
graduate schools of business management and finance in Africa, and the
development of management educators in an attempt to help African States
achieve self-reliance in managerial development efforts,

Further recalling resolution Hrn~C 2 (II) of the Conference of
I~nisters Responsible ror Human Resources Planning, Development and
Utilization, which calls upon African Governments to pay particular
attention to strengthening their machinery and processes for effective
public administration and management and for efficient financial manage
ment, and give maximum support to training and research institutions in
the field of human resources, public administration and management,

Further recognizing the need for more efficient and effective
approaches to economic management, based particularly on the proper
application of sound managerial and technical skills in the utilization
of human, financial and material resources, as well as proper policy
formulation and implementation,

Recalling the activities of the African Training and Research Centre
in Administration for Development (CAFRAD),

Recognizing further that past and current efforts to develop the
technical capabilities of public institutions through administrative
reform and management development programmes have not produced results,

Appreciating the contributions made by several African Governments,
through the United Nations Trust Fund for African Development, which have
made it possible to initiate the establishment of subregional graduate
schools of business management and finance,
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Appreciating further the efforts made by African Governments in
restructuring public services, introducing administrative reforms and
building institutions for public service training and management develop
ment,

Convinced that in order to develop self-reliance in management
capabilities African States need to co-ordinate their efforts and co
operate in developing higher- and middle-level institutions for manage
ment training, research and consultancy,

1. Appeals to member States to give high priority to enhancing
the capabilities of their public administration, financial and procurement
and supply management systems so as to enable them to contribute more
significantly to overall socio-economic development;

2. Urges member States to establish and strengthen management
service units and co-operate in further improvements in the performance
of institutions for public administration, management development and
public financial management;

3. Requests the Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission
for Africa:

(a) To provide the increased assistance and services needed by
member States in the fields of public administration and management,
particularly in such areas as financial management, local government
personnel administration, management of public enterprises and procure
ment and supply management;

(b) To mobilize assistance from the United Nations Development
Programme, the European Economic Community and other bilateral, multi
lateral and intergovernmental technical assistance agencies and organiza
tions to supplement available resources for executing ECA's programmes
in public administration and financial management, in the overall interest
of enabling the secretariat to provide more substantial services to member
StaLes.

24lst meeting,
29 April 1985.

552 (XX). Appointment of MULPOC Directors

The Conference of Ministers,

Taking note of the fact that most of the Multinational Programming
and Operational Centres (MULPOCs) currently have interim rather than
titular Directors,
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Conscious of the importance of the economic role of the MULPOCs for
SUbregional co-operation and integration and of the need for them to be
appropriately staffed at the highest level, having regard to the sensitive
nature of their responsibilities,

Aware of the need to observe as far as possible the United Nations
rules concerning the equitable geographical distribution of posts among
the member States,

1. Requests the Secretary-General to take all necessary steps to
ensure that the posts of Directors of the MULPOCs are promptly and
expeditiously filled;

2. Further requests the Secretary-General to ensure that the
Directors of the MULPOCs are nationals of the member States of the
respective MULPOCs;

3. Requests the Executive Secretary of ECA to enter into the usual
consultations with the member States concerned when nominating a candidate
for the post of Director of MULPOC;

4. Requests the Executive Secretary to provide these Centres with
more resources so that they can become more operational;

5. Reguests the Executive Secretary to report to the respective
MULPOCs at their next annual sessions.

241st meeting,
29 April 1985.

553 (XX). Introduction of Portuguese as one of the official working
languages of the Economic Commission for Africa

The Conference of Ministers,

Bearing in mind resolution CM!Res.931 (XL) adopted by the fortieth
ordinary session of the Council of Ministers of the Organization of
African Unity on the adoption of Portuguese as a working language of the
Organization,

Considering the number of ECA member States and the growing numbers
of people in those countries that use Portuguese as an official working
language,

Noting that basic economic, social and cultural development in any
country depends on the transmission of technical and scientific information
through the medium of language,
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Recognizing that the question of the Portuguese language has been
the subject of discussion and concern by the Heads of State and Government
of five countries that officially use Portuguese at various summit
meetings conducted within Africa,

Realizing that the people of those countries do not derive maximum
beneflt from the technical assistance, professional training, seminars
and other activities that might facilitate their inteeration into the
social and economic programmes being carried at the subregional and
regional levels because of language difficulties,

1. Recommends that the Portuguese language should be adopted as
an official working language of ECA;

2. Requests the General Assembly, through the Economic and Social
Council, to make the necessary arrangements.

24lst meeting,
29 April 1985.

554 (XX). Work programme and priorities of the Economic Commission for
Africa, 1986-1987

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling ECA resolution 508 (XIX) of 26 May 1984 on the Biennial
Report of the Executive Secretary,

Having focused its deliberations at its present session, from 25 to
2) April 1985, on the economic issues coming before the Assembly of
Heads of State and Government of the Organization of African Unity at its
twenty-first summit in July 1985 which is to be devoted mainly to economic
matters, and made recommendations and proposals for follow-up and monitor
ing for consideration by the seven-State Committee appointed to prepare
for that summit,

Having examined the preliminary report on the implementation of the
work programme and priorities of the Commission for the biennium 1984
1985,

Having examined also the proposals for the work programme and
priorities of the Commission for the biennium 1986-1987 which, it under
stands, are to be examined by the Committee for Programme and Co-ordination
at its twenty-fifth session in New York, from 29 April to 31 May 1985,

Convinced that the programme, if approved by the General Assembly
and implemented by the Commission, will go a long way towards solving
African economic and social problems,
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1. Takes note of the preliminary report on the implementation of
the work programme and priorities for the biennium 1984-1985;

2. Endorses the proposals for the work programme and priorities
of the Commission for the biennium 1986-1987;

3. Calls upon the African members of the Committee for Programme
and Co-ordination to support these proposals at the twenty-fifth session
of that Committee;

4. Urges the Committee for Programme and Co-ordination:

(al To consider these proposals favourably at its twenty-fifth
session and recommend, through the Economic and SOCial Council at its
second regular session in July 1985, their adoption by the General
Assembly at its fortieth session in September-December 1985;

(b) To take, together with all organs of the United Nations (parti
cularly the General Assembly and its Second and Fifth Committees), all
necessary steps to ensure that adequate resources are made available to
ECA for the implementation of this work programme, particularly in the
priority sectors of food and agriculture, drought and desertification,
water development, transport and communications and industrial develop
ment;

5. Requests the Executive Secretary of ECA to revise the proposals
in the light of such decisions as the Assembly of Heads of State and
Government of the Organization of African Unity may make at its twenty
first session in July 1985.

24lst meeting,
29 April 1985.

555 (XX). International action for relaunching the initiative for
long-term development and economic growth in Africa

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling its first Special Memorandum on Africa's economic and
social crisis addressed to the 1984 second regular session of the Economic
and Social Council of the United Nations and the twentieth. ordinary session
of the Assembly of Heads of State and Government of the Organization of
African Unity,

Appreciating the concern at the rapidlYescalatin£ economic and
social crisis in Africa that has been reflected in the Council's debate
on the crisis,
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Grateful for the expression of strong international support for
action reflected in the General Assembly's Declaration on the Critical
Economic Situation in Africa,

Gravely concerned about the continuing deterioration in economic and
social conditions in Africa and the need to adopt long-term structural
adjustment measures to attack the root causes of this plight,

Further appreciating the decision of the Economic and Social Council
to give priority consideration, during its 1985 second regular session,
to a review of the immediate and long-term aspects of the critical
economic situation in Africa and a follow-up on the response by the
international community and the United Nations system,

1. Adopts its Second Sp0cial Memorandum: International acti?n
for Telaunchin[ the initiative for long-term development and econom1C
&rowth in Africa;

2. Expresses appreciation to the Economic and Social Council for
its continued concern about the critical economic and social situation
in Africa and, in particular, for its decision to have a second debate
on this issue;

3. Further appreciates the decision of the General Assembly to
adopt the Declaration on the Critical Economic Situation in Africa by
consensus;

4. Requests the Executive Secretary of ECA to transmit the second
Special Memorandum to the Economic and Social Council and appeals to
the Council to take this Memorandum fully into account during its
forthcoming debate and take appropriate measures to support the proposals
contained therein;

5. Further requests the Council to ensure that in organizing its
work programme for the 1985 second regular session, the item on the review
of the immediate and lon~-term aspects of the c r-Lt.Lca I economic situation in
Africa and of the follow-up on the response by the international community
and the United Nations system is discussed after 20 July 1985 so that
the decisions of the twenty-first summit of the Assembly of Heads of State
and Government of the Organization of African Unity, which takes place
from 18 to 20 July 1985, can be fully taken into account;

6. Strongly appeals to all members of the international community
to take urgent and appropriate measures to support long-term development
and growth in Africa, through their support for the priority areas for
action as outlined in the second Special Memor~ndum, in the same spirit
in which they hastened to respond to the humanitarian needs of the
continent;
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7. Further appeals to all African member States to intensify their
efforts to attack the root causes of the pervasive crisis in the continent
through the faithful, prompt and sustained implementation of the measures
proposed in the second Special Memorandum.

24lst meeting,
29 April 1985.

556 (XX). Transmittal of the recommendations of the ECA Conference of
Ministers concerning the economic issues on the draft agenda
of the twenty-first ordinary session of the Assembly of Heads
of State and Government of the Organization of African Unity

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling resolution AHG/Res.132 (XX) adopted at its twentieth
ordinary session by the Assembly of Heads of State and Government of the
Organization of African Unity which decided, inter alia, that the twenty
first ordinary session in 1985 would consider economic issues, in parti
cular (a) progress in the implementation of the Lagos Plan of Action and
the definition of new measures for an earlier attainment of the objectives
of the Plan; (b) the formUlation of an emergency programme for Africa
comprising immediate measures in the priority economic areas and parti
cularly in the agricultural and food sectors; (c) the establishment of a
common platform for action in the specialized agencies of the United Nations
on international economic issues of crucial interest for Africa,

Recalling resolution CM/Res.963 (XLI) adopted at the forty-first
session of the Council of Ministers of the Organization of African Unity
which decided, inter alia, that the ECA Conference of Ministers should
focus its deliberations on the issues on the draft agenda of the OAU
summit and recommend concrete measures, including proposals for follow
up and monitoring,

Deeply concerned about the continuing deterioration in economic and
social conditions in Africa, and in partiCUlar the widespread hunger,
malnutrition and poverty which afflict many millions of people in Africa
as a result of continuing drought, desertification and other natural
calamities,

RecogniZing the need to continue the efforts begun in the past to
deal with this crisis and to institute additional measures in this
respect,

Further recognizing that the primary responsibility for dealing with
the crisis rests with African Governments and that Africa has the will,
the capability and the determination to take effective measures to
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dislodge itself from the current economic and social cr1S1S while at
the same time laying new, firm foundations for ensuring self-sustained
growth,

1. Decides to adopt these recommendations as the basis for dealing
with the current economic and social crisis;

2. Requests the Executive Secretary of ECA to make these recom
mendations available to the Steering Committee responsible for preparing
the basic documents on the economic issues on the draft agenda of the
twenty-first summit of the Organization of African Unity;

3. Further requests the Steering Committee, in a~dition to using
the recommendations to finalize its documentation for the summit, to make
them availabla to the Council of Ministers of the Organization of African
Unity at its forty-second session.

241st meeting,
29 April 1985.

557 (XX). Contribution of the Economic Commission for Africa on the
occasion of the fortieth anniversary of the United Nations

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 39/161 of 17 December 1984
on the celebration of the fortieth anniversary of the United Nations,

Recalling that the United Nations represents the peoples of the
world who have expressed their determination to save future generations
from the scourge of war,

Expressing the hope that 1985, celebrated as United Nations year,
will mark the beginning of an era of peace, justice, economic and social
development and progress for all peoples,

Aware that the Economic Commission foY Africa is an important inter
national orr,anization for co-ordinatinr, economic, gocial, scientific and
technical co-operation amonr African countries,

Considering that activities organized to mark the fortieth anniversary
of the founding of the United Nations should contribute to strengthening
and applying the guiding principles of the United Nations in international
economic co-operation, to reinforcing mutual confidence and to developing
co-operation on an equal footing among all States,
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1. Appeals to States members of the Economic Commission for Africa
to provide the strongest possible support in organizing activities in
connection with the fortieth anniversary of the United Nations;

2. Requests the Executive Secretary to take appropriate measures
within the secretariat to ensure that adequate attention is paid to
disseminating information on the anniversary;

3. Requests the secretariat of the Commission to make the fullest
possible use of the activities organized on the occasion of the fortieth
anniversary, to advance its objectives for the development of Africa.

24lst meeting,
29 April 1985.

558 (XX). Expression of thanks to countries, institutions and individuals
that have assisted Africa in dealing with its economic and
social crisis

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling the Special Memorandum on Africa's Economic and Social
Crisis adopted at its tenth meeting,

Taking note of the General Assembly's Declaration on the Critical
Economic Situation in Africa (resolution 39/29 and Annex),

Having examined the response of the international community and the
agencies of the United Nations system to the Declaration on the Critical
Economic Situation in Africa, particularly at the Geneva Conference of
11 March 1985,

Noting that generous humanitarian and technical assistance will not
remove the underlying causes of the present crisis and that long-term
development and economic growth needs will still require attention,

Aware that despite all efforts the crisis remains unabated,

1. Expresses its profound gratitude to those countries, United
Nations bodies, other international organizations and individuals which
have provided generous aid both in cash and in kind to the African
countries affected by the crisis;

2. Appeals to the international community, the United Nations system,
other international organizations and individuals able to do so to give
generous aid and technical assistance to African countries to enable them
to attain their long-term development and economic growth objectives.

24lst meeting,
29 April 1985.
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559 (XX). Support for the International Fund for Agricultural
Development (IFAD)

The Conference of Ministers,

Noting the priority which the International Fund for AgricUltural
Development (IFAD) has given to African countries and the Special
Programme which the Fund is evolving for Africa,

Recalling the mandate of IFAD to increase food production, improve
nutrition and alleviate rural poverty,

Appreciating the unique modus operandi adopted by IFAD, focusing
on well-delineated target groups of landless and small farmers,

Appreciating also IFAD's emphasis on the establishment of grassroot
and bottom-up institutional structures and its concern about beneficiary
participation in project identification and implementation,

Deeply concerned about the delay in completing IFAD's second
replenishment, and fearing that the replenishment will probably be
completed at a significantly reduced level,

Urges IFAD donor countries, particularly the developed countries,
to do their best to accelerate the second replenishment process at a
level which will allow IFAD to continue and expand its unique and
valuable mission.

24lst meeting,
29 April 1985.

560 (XX). Activities of transnational cOrporations in the production,
distribution and marketing of oil and petroleum products
in Africa

The Conference of Ministers,

Recognizing the importance of energy, partiCUlarly oil, in the
programmes for rehabilitation and reconstruction of African economies
especially in the wake of the present socio-economic crisis in Africa,

Gravely concerned at the continuing escalation of oil and oil
product prices as determined by transnational oil corporations, and the
fact that African countries are spending up to SO per cent of their
export earnings on these products,

Aware that although in recent years the prices charged for crude
oil by producer countries have gone down appreciably, the prices at which
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the oil companies sell oil and oil products to African countries have
not correspondingly reduced and in many cases have even increased,

Recognizing the importance of the African countries' adopting of a
harmonized position in negotiations with oil companies for better prices,

1. Requests the Executive Director of the United Nations Centre
on Transnational Corporations (UNCTC), in close collaboration with the
Executive Secretary of ECA, to undertake a comprehensive study on the
role of transnational corporations in the petroleum industry in Africa
with special reference to flucttlations of prices vis-a-vis the producer
countries and the cost to African countries of oil and oil products;

2. Appeals to African member States to give full support to the
United Nations experts entrusted with these studies and to provide
information on the activities of the transnational corporations operating
in their respective countries in this field;

3. Urges member States to explore ways of harmonizing their stand
in the negotiations with transnational corporations in this field as a
means of improving their bargaining positions;

4. Further urges the member States to share information and their
experiences in dealing with transnational corporations including negotia
tions, contracts and agreements relating to prospecting, production,
distribution and marketing of petroleum and related products in Africa.

24lst meeting,
29 April 1985.

561 (XX). Vote of thanks to His Excellency Comrade Mengistu Haile-Mariam,
General Secretary of the Central Committee of the Workers'
Party of Ethiopia (WPE), Chairman of the Provisional Military
Administrative Council (PMAC) and Commander-in-Chief of the
Revolutionary Armed Forces of Socialist Ethiopia by the
eleventh meeting of the ECA Conference of Ministers

The Conference of Ministers,

Deeply grateful to H.E. Comrade Mengistu Haile-Mariam, General
Secretary of the Central Committee of the Workers' Party of Ethiopia (WPE),
Chairman of the Provisional Military Administrative Council and Commander
in-Chief of the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Socialist Ethiopia, to the
Government and people of Socialist Ethiopia for their most generous
hospitality and warm and fraternal welcome and for giVing the Economic
Commission for Africa, though at a short notice, their full co-operation
which enabled the latter to hold successfully, within the last three weeks,
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six major meetings of the Commission and its subsidiary organs at
Addis Ababa, namely the second meeting of the Intergovernmental Group
of Experts on the Establishment of an African Monetary Fund, the fourth
meeting of the Intergovernmental Committee of Experts of African Least
Developed Countries, the sixth meeting of the Africa Regional Co
ordinating Committee for the Integration of Women in Development, the
sixth meeting of the Technical Preparatory Committee of the Whole, the
fifth meeting of the Conference of Ministers of African Least Developed
Countries and the twentieth session of the Commission eleventh meeting
of the Conference of Ministers,

Conscious of the fact that the co-operation given by the Government
of Socialist Ethiopia to the Commission in the arrangements for the
aforementioned meetings in Addis Ababa has provided an excellent
opportunity to the representatives of member States of the Commission to
consider the various aspects of the deteriorating economic and social
conditions in Africa and especially the current economic crisis and to
discuss fully the economic issues coming before the twenty-first summit
of the Assembly of Heads of State and Government of the Organization of
African Unity scheduled to be held in July 1985 in Addis Ababa and which
will be mainly devoted to economic issues,

1. Expresses its gratitude to H.E. Comrade Mengistu Haile-Mariam,
General Secretary of the Central Committee of the Workers' Party of
Ethiopia, Chairman of the Provisional Military Administrative Council and
Commander~in-Chief of the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Socialist Ethiopia
as well as to the Government and people of Socialist Ethiopia for their
warm hospitality and for the facilities generously provided to the
Commission and to all participants in the aforementioned meetings and
which contributed largely to the success of their deliberations;

2. Requests the Executive Secretary to transmit the present
resolution to the Government of Socialist Ethiopia.

241st meeting,
29 April 1985.
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ANNEX I

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS OF RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED BY THE
TWENTIETH SESSION OF THE COMMISSION AND ELEVENTH MEETING

OF THE CONFERENCE OF MINISTERS 1/

A. Resolution 532 (XX). Industrial Development Decade for Africa

Preambular paragraphs 6 and 7 of the above resolution refer to the awareness
of the Conference of Ministers of the need for adequate resources to be made
available for the implementation of measures and programmes for the IDDA
especially for the implementation of multi-country and multinational projects
through subregional and regional industrial co-operation. The ministers
further recognized that ECA and its MULPOCs will also have to play a role
in assisting member States particularly at the subregional level if effective
and speedy implementation of the IDDA should result.

Accordingly, in operative paragraph 8, the Conference appeals to the
General Assembly to consider allocating $US 700,000 on a permanent annual
basis to enable ECA and its MULPOCs to conduct consultations and negotiations
on modalities for implementation of multi-country and multinational projects
as well as for the investment promotion of such projects.

The breakdown of the above figure is as follows:

1. Promotion of multinational projects

Consultants
Staff travel
Contractual services

Total

2. Organization of two consultation meetin s
10 days each at MULPOC headquarters

Temporary assistance for meetings
Staff travel

Total

3. Inventory of metal and chemical raw materials
for industrialization

General temporary assistance
Travel of staff
Consultants

Total

1/ All figures are expressed in United States dollars.

100 000
15 000

6 000

121 000

40 000
27 000

67 000

30 000
33 000
30000

93000
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4. Inventory of ener y resources for industrialization
{18 countries

General temporary assistance
Staff travel
Consultants

Total

5. Bilingual seminar on preparation and appraisal
of industrial bids and contracts
(Addis Ababa, 3 weeks)

Consultants
Temporary assistance for meetings
Group meetings (20 participants)
Supplies and materials

Total

6. Preparation of demand/supply surveys on
products of priority core industries

General temporary assistance
Staff travel

Total

7. Other costs in support of item.5 I to 7 above

General temporary assistance
Miscellaneous services

Total

Grand total (of items I to 7)

30 000
33 000
30000

93000

30000
30000
40000
6000

106000

54000
33000

87 000

12 000
55000

67 000

634 000
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B. Resolution 535 (XX). Women and development in Africa

Under this resolution the Secretary-General of the United Nations and
the Executive Secretary of ECA have been requested to secure regular budget
posts for ATRCW and MULPOCs in order to ensure the continuity of the United
Nations regional and subregional women's programmes. The financial implica
tions will be:

Established posts (1 P.5 and 3 P.4)
Common staff costs

Total

214 300
100 700

315 000

C. Resolution 537 (XX). African Institute for Economic Development
and Planning (IDEP)

The General Assembly of the United Nations is being requested to
finance the core professional staff for IDEP into the regular budget as
a contribution to the long-term financing of IDEP. This will cost in the
biennium 1986/1987 as follows:

Established posts (1 D.l, I P.5, 3 P.4end 2 P.3)
Common staff costs

Total

732 000
344 000

I 076 000

D. Resolution 540 (XX). African Centre of Meteorological Applications
for Development

Under the terms of operative paragraph 3 of this resolution, the Executive
Secretary of ECA and the Secretary-General of WMO are to conduct a study and
take appropriate measures to ensure the availability of meteorological data
and information and the means of exchange between and among member States.
The cost to be borne by ECA to carry out this work would be:

Consultants (30 m/m)
Secretarial support (30 m/m)
Cables and other miscellaneous expenses

Total

210 000
30 ()()()
15 000

255 000
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E. Resolution 542 (XX). Implementation of the Lusaka Programme of Action
for Mineral Resources Development and Utilization
in Africa

The Executive Secretary of ECA is being requested to convene in 1987
a third Regional Conference on the Development and Utilization of Mineral
Resources in Africa in Kampala, Uganda, in February/March 1987. While the
Government of Uganda will pay for the travel of ECA staff to the meeting
plus transportation of the documents, ECA is being requested to provide the
following resources:

Consultants' fees and travel
Temporary assistance for meetings
Contractual translation
External printing
Travel (on mission)

Total

20 500
20 000
22 500
20 000

3 000

86 000

F. Resolution 543 (XX). Development-oriented social welfare policies and
programmes on the situation of African migrant
workers

The Conference of Ministers in resolution 543 (XX) requested the
Executive Secretary to undertake two major studies, namely:

(a) To prepare a report on the issues identified in ECOSOC resolution
1982/22, with special emphasis on those issues of particular concern for or
relevance to Africa, so as to ensure that the substance of this report is
taken into full consideration in the agenda of and documentation for the
interregional consultation on social welfare policies and programmes to be
held in 1987;

(b) To carry out an in-depth study of the situation of African migrant
workers, in both sending and receiving countries in order to elicit the
appropriate actions and measures to be taken towards the promotion of the
welfare and protection of the rights of the migrant workers and their families.

However, no manpower resources had been provided under
budget for implementation of the above programme elements.
urgent need for implementing these projects, the Conference
requested the provision of adequate resources to enable the
effectively carry out the above work.

the regular
Recognizing the
of Ministers
Commission to
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The financial implications are as follows:

1. Interregional consultation on social welfare
policies and programmes

Consultants' fees (2 consultants 8 m/m)
Travel and per diem of consultants
General temporary assistance

Total

2. The situation of African migrant workers

Consultants' fees (3 consultants (North,
West and Southern Africa) 12 film

Travel and per diem of consultants
General temporary assistance

Total

Grand total

32 000
25 000

5 000

62 000

48 000
35 000
6000

89 000

151 000

G. R€solutio~ 544. (XX). United Nations Transport and Communications
Decade in Africa

1. Fifth session of the Conference of African Ministers of Transport,
Communications and Planning: Financial implications

It is planned to hold the fifth session of the Conference of African
Ministers of Transport, Communications and Planning at Harare, Zimbabwe,
in February 1986 prior to the convening of the twenty-first session of the
Economic Commission for Africa. On the assumption that there would be two
committees meeting simultaneously for which interpretation and translation in
Arabic, English and French would be required, it is estimated that the meeting
servicing costs, including the provision of in-session documentation, would
amount to $US 67,000.

Temporary assistance for meetings
Contractual services for translation
Freight charges for documents
Supplies and materials
Communications
Miscellaneous services

Total

50 000
7 000
5 000
1 500
1 sao
2 000

67 000
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2. Co-financing meetings for specific regional and transport corridor
projects

(a) Pre- and in-session expenses for the first
co-financing meeting in May 1986

Temporary assistance for meetings
Consultants' fees and travel
General temporary assistance
Contractual translation
Staff travel to meetings
Communications
Supplies and materials
Miscellaneous (documents reproduction)

Total

(b) Pre- and in-session expenses for the
second co-financing meeting in October
1986

Temporary assistance for meetings
Consultants' fees and travel
General temporary assistance
Contractual translation
Staff travel to meetings
Communicat ions
Supplies and materials
Miscellaneous services

Total

Grand total (of 1, 2 and 3)

H. Resolution 548 (XX). Africa's food and agriculture "risis

17 000
20 000

2 500
8 000

23 500
6 000
1 000
1 500

79 500

17 000
24 000

3 000
7 500

24 500
6 000
1 000
1 500

84 500

231 000

The resolution (operative paragraph 4) calls on the ECA secretariat to
undertake jointly with the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations and other relevant subregional, regional and international institu
tions, actions which would complement and assist efforts of African Governments,
specifically in:
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(a) Reviewing and harmonizing of policies which have bearing on food
and agriculture development and to report as appropriate to future meetings
of the ECA Conference of Ministers;

(b) Improving their capacity in policy and development planning
including effective implementation, monitoring and evaluation through
appropriate training programmes and guidelines and to report as appropriate
to future ~eetings of the ECA Conference of Ministers.

1. The studies relating to review and harmonization policies on food
and ag r i.cu.ltura l development "ill require funds as given below:

Consultants

Ad hoc expert group
(to evaluate the results of the studies

and to make additional proposals)

84 000

20 000

2. The studies on improving the capacity in policy and development
planning will require funds as given below:

Consultants

Ad hoc Expert group
(to evaluate the results of the ~tudies

£nd to make additional proposals)

Total (of items 1 and 2)

126 000

20 000

250 000

I. Resolution 550 (XX). Report of the Ad Roc Committee established
by resolution 477 (X,l:l) on ECA and OAU
sponsored institutions

This resolution directed that there should be adequately staffed co
ordination units within the Cabinet Offices of the Executive Secretary of
ECA and the Secretary-General of OAU to follow up more actively on continuous
basis ,the activities of institutions sponsored by them. The financial
implications foradequately staffing the ECA Co-ordination Unit will be, in
the biennium 1986-1987, as follows:

Established posts (1 P.5, 1 P.4 and 1 LL)
Common staff costs
Staff travel

Total

119 500
56 100
40 000

215 600
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J. Resolution 553 (XX). Introduction of Portuguese as one of the official
working languages of the Economic Commission for
Africa

Under this resolution, the Conference recommends that the Portuguese
language should be adopted as an official working language of ECA.
Accordingly, the Conference requests the General Assembly through ECOSOC
to make the necessary arrangement to this effect, the financial implication
of which will be as follows:

Temporary assistance for meetings
for 1986/1987

Contractual translation

Total

360 000
80 000

440 000
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ANNEX II

MEETINGS OF SUBSIDIARY BODIES HELD DURING THE PERIOD
UNDER REVIEW (29 MAY 1984-29 APRIL 1985)

Body and officers

Conference of Ministers Responsible
for Human Resources Planning,
Development and Utilization

Chairman: Uganda

Rapporteur: Malawi

Meeting or session Document symbol

Second meeting E/ECA/HRP/MC/84
Addis Ababa
9-16 October 1984

The Intergovernmental Committee 
of Experts for Science and
Technology Development

Chairman: Dr. J.K. Omuse
(Kenya)

Rapporteurs: Dr. Taye
(Ethiopia)

Mr. Zie Ibrahim Couliba1y
(Mali)

Conference of African Ministers
of Social Affairs

Chairman: Mr. Yaya Ouattara
(Ivory Coast)

Rapporteur: Mrs. G. Mongela
(United Republic of
Tanzania)

Conference of Ministers of African
Least Developed Countries

Chairman: Mr. Guy Darlan
(Central African Republic)

Rapporteur: Mr. D.N. Magang
(Botswana)

Third meeting
Addis Ababa
26-30
November 1984

Fourth meeting
Addis Ababa
25 and 26
March 1985

Fifth meeting
Addis Ababa
23-25 April 1985

E/ECA/CM.l1 /4

E/ECA/CM.l1/46

E/ECA/CM.11/78
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Body and officers

Technical Preparatory Committee
of the Whole

Chairman: Mr. C.N.C. Mangwana
(Zimbabwe)

Rapporteur: Mr. Hocine Mes10ub
(Algeria)

Meeting or session Document symbol

Sixth meeting E/ECA/CM.11/79
Addis Ababa
15-22 April 1985



E/ECA/CM.ll /l

E/ECA/CM.ll/2

E/ECA/CM.ll/3

E/ECA/CM.ll/4

E/ECA!CM.ll/5

E/ECA/CM.ll/6

E/ECA/CM.ll/6 (S~ary)

E/ECA/CM.ll/7

E/ECA/CM.ll/7 (Summary)

E/ECA/CM.ll /8

E/ECA/CM.ll/8 (Summary)

E/ECA!CM.ll/9
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ANNEX III

LIST OF DOCUMENTS

Provisional agenda

Annotated provisional agenda

Report on the International Population
Conference, Mexico, 6-13 August 1984

Report of the Intergovernmental Committee
of Experts for Science and Technology
Development

Report of the Regional Ministerial Meeting
on Africa's External Indebtedness

Comprehensive policies and programmes for
livestock development in Africa:

a. Volume I: Problems, constraints and
necessary future actions;

b. Volume II: The performance of the
livestock sector,
1968-1982

Assistance to the livestock sector in
Africa: Comprehensive policies and
programmes for livestock development in
Africa

Progress report on the Industrial
Development Decade for Africa

Progress report on the Industrial
Development Decade for Africa

The balance-of-payments problems of
African developing countries: A
reassessment

The balance-of-payments problems of
African developing countries: A
reassessment
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