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REPORT COF THE MEETING COF EIPERTS
ON IRON AWD STEEL IN WEST APRICA

qfﬁl.T; A Meetlng of Experts on IrJn and Steel in West Afrlca was held i
Konrovia (leer1a) from 14 to 18 Dctober 1963 Pt o

2 - Delegates from the follow1ng countrlus worp nresentz Gabon, Ghana,
“Lloerla, Mall, nger, ngerla, Senogal Slerra Leonen' Also present were
VObS@“Vur from husirias +13‘P:“c al Republiz of Ce*mﬂny, I%aly, the Nether—

1ands, the Unlon of SOV1et Socialist Republlcsﬂ the Unlted States of Amerlca,

ﬂl.and Yugoslav1a, A llst of delegates ?s attaohed as Annex I.

3., The Vloe—Pre51dent of leer¢a and the Conm1351oner of the Commonwealth
Dlstrlct of Mbnrov1a Welcomed the delegaues, and there were openlng addresses
‘by the Actlng Qooretary of qtate and the representatlve of the Exeoutlve
Secretary. The text of the openzng addresses 1s aﬁtached as Annexes II and III$
(Engllsh only) | ' C | o R
e Mr. James Mq‘Weeks (learla) and Mr Nféoenaffcabon) woré;éleotéd ﬁnéi}man
. and, Vloe~0ha1rman respectlveTyﬂ B o T
h5,_” The prov1s1onal agenda (E/LN 14/LS/1) Was adoPted e digonééibn”nas
based on a. report on 1ron and steel in hest Afrloa prepared by the ECA secre~
.tarlat and 1ts consultants (E/CN 14/18/2 and Corr 1 (Engllsh only) and Corr.E).
Durlng the dlscu551on, tables exﬁractod from = report prepared for the Third
Conforence on the Harmonlzatlon of Tndustrlal Development Programmes in West
-Afrioa, convened by the Pr951dent of N:Lgerg were clrculated at the request of
the delegate of ngerg_  -
6. Estlmates of steel oongumptﬂon \oalculated as orude sﬁeel) in the sub—
reglon for 1970 were put forward in the report, o the ba31s of a reasonably
_optlmlstlc rate of growth oF oross natlonai produot in the dlfferent countrles,
at 1.1 mllllon tons Tbe ECA expe?tv recommended that only the productlon of
. 11ght SthlOHSu and not hedvy suctlons or wide strlpq should ts env1saged in
| the flrst place; 51nce economlo productwon of the lat%er requlred 2 magor market
and the solutlon of moro dlf”loult teohnjca¢ problems. Byen so, the proposed
Wurks on the one h@nd cenid not be expeOUed to make thb whole range of llght
<sectlons requlred in the countrleu of the subwreglon, oh the other hand, 1n

view of the geographical soope of the quburugzon, the works could not be S
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pected to supply the total market in the countries concerned, even of light »

sections. Finally, the existerce of small works baSé&”oﬁ‘locai'éorap'and making
the same range of productp wou7d also reduce the market avallable to the new -
Works.: For all these reasons, the ECA experts proposed tlie settlng up, 1n “the
flrst place, of a works with an 1n1t1a1 capaclty of - -400,000 tons of crude steel.
Thls Worﬁs hould be deslénua g0 that expan31on Would be poss1ble. ' !

T} ‘ The ECA experts had estlmated therefore, that it would be preferable to
set Up only one 1ntegrated Works, in view of the eoonomles of scale, thls Works
should ‘have an. 1n1t1al capacltv of 400 000 tons of crude steel. A Works of

this smze could use the blast furnaoe, Whlch, exoept in speclal clrcumstances
where the coat of energy (natural gas or hydroelectrlc power) Was exgremely low,
.Stlll remalned the most economical process £0r the manufacture of steel, at
leant at the 1evel of productlon envisaged. Slnce the sub—reglon had meagre
7resouroes of coking coal and large reserves of rlch ores which Were in plentlful
supply, theSQ ores should be used, 80 as to reduce consumptlon of solid fuel to
the maxlmum extent p0531blee_ Naturally, the blast furnace should be preceded
,.by‘a plant, for the preparatlon of the charge and should be capable of u51ng
'all possrblllt&es of 1ngect10q of other fuels alternative to coke such as
natural gas, fuel oil, oxr pulverlzed coal through tuyere 1ngect10n, 31nce

these processes made con51derable coke economy p0531b1e.' The' mestlng con51dereu
that for the roduotlon of ore the most modern and efflclent technology cons"
sigtent Wlth the economles of the 1ndustry and the economic condltlons of the
Webt Afrlcan sub—reglon should be used o  " ' '

8%_ The plg 1ron produced from ore of 1ow pnosphorus ‘content’ should be converted
'4:1nto steel by an oxvgen processn Slnoe the technlque of oontlnuOus casting was
:now well egtadbl ished, tno ECA experts had rccommended that it was unnacessary
o go "t0 the expoﬂse of wnstallzng a prmmary m111 and ‘the usge'of 1ngot oastlng.

“Seml—flnlshea +ee1 prov1ded by the contimious castlng ‘plant” should bet™ (1)
rolled in rlnlshlng mllls 1nto llght sac+1ons, wire rods,'rulnforc1ng bars,
merchant bars, anglos, narro;'str o 115ht beams, (11) supplled £6 re-rolllng

mllls Wlthln the sub—reglont"
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G. Since the price of a ton of steel prOduots Wwas relatively low ex-works,

the cost of transport played an 1mportant part 1n the flnal pllce of products -

“delivered to the oonsumer. The ex1et1ng means of oommunloatlon in the interior

of ‘the sub-reglon were geared to eupply based on seaporﬁs,_ bhue the cost. of.
traneport by tramp ehdyplnv between the eeap0rte Where the faotory might he in-—
stalled and other seaporte ehould be oarefully etudled Until now there had .

not been appreolable regular traneport betwsen the dlfferent seaporte of the sub-

'reglon. Frelght ratee aotually in force by the shlpplng oompanlee aseemed - to be

oo hlgh and shouid be capable of belng reduced oonelderale when. the. new works

wag in produotlon and supplylng the dlfferent countries of the sub-region on . a
regular baels. It was therefore deelrable that the uOUﬂtTlQS 1ntereeted in
settlng up a subetantlal new works ehould examine, W1th the ehlpplng cempanies .
frelght ratee Whloh mlght be antlolpated when the new worke was established, .

In this oonneotlon there m1ght be a case, also on Wlder grounde of promotlng
Weat Afrlcan trede, for establlehlng Joint West African shlpplng arrangements,
thig matter might be explored by the Standlng Oommlttee on Industry, Traneport
and Natural Résources. -

10. It was generally agreed that only one 1ntegreted plant should be established
at this etage, and that preferebly this ehould be at g coastal site. It was - . .
noted that the ECA experte had reoommended that the plant Should be located -

in Liberis (either at Monrov1a or at Buohanan), in Nigeria (at Port Harcourt)

or ih Ghana (at Tema) The mesting agreed that theee sites should all be con-. .
81dered and requested that, in addltlon, cons1derat10n ehould be given to other. .
sites” 1n ngerla and to a possible site in Gabon, I% was . agreed that the inte- .
grated ooaetel Works should probably not be in =z poeltlon to supply cheaply.

all the territories located far from the coasfal plant, owing to.the-high cost.

cf traneport.' Therefore, the deelrablllty of oonslderlng the . settlng up of .
smaller plante at 1nland eltee was recognlzed.‘ It wae reoommended that a’‘study
should “be undertaken as soon as poselble of the costs,. dellvered to cemtres of

ooneumptlon, of flnlshed eteel produots produoed at such p1ents and at the

'1ntegrated ooastal Works. Thls study should take into account: plans for techni-

cal cooperation between groups of oountrlee in the eubmreglon.
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11. It was suggested that there might be p0331b111tles of produclng at the inte-
grafed plant not only flnlshed steel for the West Afrlcan market but alsgo pig.
iron and semis for eXPOrt. "It was recognlzed that the plant could eoonomlcelly
produce a cértain proportlon of eemls for rewrolllng at small piants Wlthln the
sub—reglon. However, 1t Was p01nted out that the world market for plg iron
and semis was at present such that it was doubtful whether it would be w1se pOllcy
to count on regular markets for plg iron and semis outside Africa, except perhaps
on the basis of long-term contracts with certaln large— cale producers such as
Japan. | o o , ; q
12. The meeting, recognlzlng the absolute nece581ty for a 31zeable Hest Afrlcan
steel plant to have open acceqe to the West African market, reoommended that
arrangements should be made g0 that West Afrlcan governments gave prlorlty in
their purchases of sgteel products to the 1ntegrated plant subject to the . econo-
mie measures which might be taken later on in the r901proca1 interest of ‘the
parties concerned. " Congideration would also have to be glven to llmlted tariff
Protection during the initial reriod of operation of the plant. It was also
‘recognized that the avallablllty of finished steel w1th1n West Africa would -
regquire study" of new pPatterng of exchangey with a v1ew to ensurlng Payment for
the steel. ‘Common ownership and management of the plant would also facilitate
this process. These problems were eomplex and requlred further etudy by ECA.
"13s7 'The meeting con31dered that the setting up of an 1ntegrated 1ron and steel
plant ‘in West Africa should be regarded as part of a programme of eetabllshlng
and sharing moderxn 1ndustr1ee on & sub—reglonal and eventually an all—Afr;can‘_
bagis,- - ' _ o
14. ~ The Executive Secretary was requested to oarry out w1th the ald of expert
consultants, -as a matter of urgenoy, further etudlee as follows,
(a) On the bagis of ifformation. prov1ded by Gabon, Ghana, leerla and

’ngerla,' comparatlve analyele of the prospectlv costs of productlon

of 1ntegrated plants in theSe counurlee, aeeumlng alternatlve capa01tles

"of 400,000 tons ‘and” 700 OOO 1ngot tone,
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(b) Trangpor+t charges between plants located at the possible sites and the
principal markets in West Africaj

(¢) Commercial arrangements for ensuring the maximum demand in West Africa
countries for the products of the integrated plant, including the
elements of a trading framework 10 ensure sultable exchanges in pay-
ment for the finished steelj

) Possibilities of freight absorpticn in the pricing system;

} Pogsible arrangemenis for joint financing, control and management of
the integrated plant.

(f) The possibility of setting up a second plant far from the coastal
plant, within the framework of the programme of work on iron and steel
already established by the ECA.

15. All governments in West Africa were requested to give the maximum aid to
the Executive Secretary and his expert consultants in preparing these studies,
with a view to their termination if possible within four months. The Executive
Secretary was requested to convene a further meeting of experts towards the

end of April, 1964, in Niamey, and the hope was expressed that all governments

in West Africa would attend.
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- ANNEX T
" LIST OF PARTICIPANTS
"I, WBMBERS AND ASSOCIATE MEMBERS
Gabon U N, Wielezynski, Commigpsariat au Plan

lereVllle

uz. Nguomu Ndong, Ingeniaur, Libreville

Ghana 0 - ) : Mr._J;ﬂ}iEqkdbfAikiﬁs; First Secretary,
g ULt Ghana Bubassy, Monrovia
Mr. Edoo
Mzs Mensak
Libveria T Mr. J. Mllton Weeks, Dlrector General National

Planning Agency, Monrovla

Mr. A. Momolu Massaqu01, Director, Bureau of
-Mlnes9 Monrov1a

Mra Burlelgh M. Holder, Assisgtant Consnlﬁant
Depts of Stats, Manrovia ’

Mr. Js Jellice Bright, Hesearch Ofiicer,.
(Industry), Monrovia .

cMre dy Larmax Cox, Dlrector, Labour Bureau
MOHTOVlu Lo

-, Dr, Dan Hargstein, Advisor, Monrovia

Mali M. Robert N'Daw, Direcleur génénral du Bureau .
S TR i et Mall,Bamakn :

)

T“M}‘LOUis’Sangare, Dirécdteur du Plan, Bamake
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Niger

¥igeria

Senegal

Sierra Leens

Austria

Fedsral Republic of
Germany

ITtaly

Netherlands

UQ S-A-

USSR

Yugéslavia”'

ce

M. Bonnier; Commissariat su Plan,
Niamey

Mr, Wilh. Heuvels, Industrial Adviser
Lagos

Mr., Damciday I.M.,‘Deputj Secretary(Industry)
Federal Ministry of Commerce & Industry,Lagos

Mr. 0, PBkechukwu, Indusirial Chemist,
Ministry of Commerce, Enugzu

M, S8ydina~Issa Dicp,; Ingénieur, Dakar

M. Mouhamadou, Ingénieﬁr gécloglique

‘-:”Direction‘des Minew, EP 12389'D&kar

Mr. David 8. Prasep, Asst. Chief Inspector
of Mines, Ministry of Lands & Labour, Freetown

II. OBSERVEERS

Mr. H, Bder, Mining Fngineer, LINZ/D, Vienna

. Nr. Klinar, Consultant, LINZ/D, Vienna

Dr. D'Hsil. -

" Hr. G. Lucifora, Director of Bgineering Iron

and Steel Plants, Cosider S.P.A., Genova
Mr. A. Drijver, Managing Director, Beverwijk

Mr;fﬁalter F;'Kéviilé,_Third Secretary, Economic
Attaché, Acera, Chana

-Mr. Roderick G.iMﬁfqhiéon, Regional Minerals’

Attaché,Accra, Ghana

l ﬂf;'I: Eouf%éév,'béuﬁsellor, USSR Ewbassy,Freetown

"

Mri Jakubin Martin, Diplom, Beonomist, Sisak

VMr}5Numib'HajiudinjﬁEngineeruCounsellor, Sarajevo
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171, ECA SECHETARIAT

¥r., A. F. Bwing, Director, Division feor Industry,
Transport and Natural Resources

Mr. R. Howard-Goldsmith, Expert, Mineral
Resources Development

Dr. A. H. Leckle, Censultant

Mr. A. B. Denis, Consultant
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| ANNEX II

STATEMENT MADE BY KR WILMOT A. DAVID, ACTING - SEGRETARY
oF STATE ON- 14 OGTOBER 1963,

A llttle over two’ years ago, the Governmenﬁ of Lzberla Was host.
to ‘the flrst African Conference of Heads. of.. States nnd Governments Whlch
o8 convened here in Monrov1a in Muy 1961. Today, aftem a sarlos of meetlngs
-7and an. era of progress, all of the. peonle of Afrlca How proudly boast

of their own organizatlon, tho Organlzation of Afrlcan Unlty, Whloh came

2 dnto being in May of this year in Addls Ababa.

1t was in June of last year that the Government of leeria was agaln
-host ‘to another very 1mportant Afrlcan Conference, the flrst meetlng of
i 4he Committee of Nine ostabllshed by the Hnlted Eoonomlc Comm1551on for
- Africa.and. oharged with the respon81b111ty of dev181ng Ways and ‘means for
*estahllshlng an African. Developnent Bankef In August of %hls year, Just
~about a:year after the, Commltteo of Nlne flrst met in Monrov1a, the-
fropresentatlves of all :the Afrloan States net im Khartoum and slgned the

" Charter formally ostabllshlng the Afrloan Dovelopment Bank.

Today you are ‘here to-oonvéne tho flrst meetlng of Experts on Iron
gnd 8teel in West Afrloa.; On behalf of the Governmont and peoplo of
~Libegria; I heartily welcome you io our oountry as you are about %o begin
your deliberations on the p0581b111tles of establlshlng an lntegratod
“ipor and stesl-plant for West Afrloa," lee the tWo oonforenoes mentioned
f:abnve, thls meeting is deSLgned o lay the ground Work on’ “which 6 build

& ‘closer degree of ooonomlo oo-rperuslon nmong our oountrles.' I have no
Tt doubt that the success you Wlll achleVG w1ll bo as spocﬁaoular as those

already attained by ‘us- in. the polltloal and banklng flelds.f”‘“

It is especially. noteworthy that you have deolded to approaoh the

» siproblem of an integrated. iron and. steel oommunlty on & sub-regional basis

g% a Tirst shep Towards. the. gradual 1ntegratlon of tho West Afrlcan
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Market into the frame work of the greater African Reglon.

That ares north and west of “the Congo, weést and south of Lybia,
Algeria and the Spanish Posscssion in West Africa, is composed of 18 *
counﬁries whose economlos, population and territories are not sufficiently
;strong enough to permlt any of them to successfully: combat the problem

' of a hlghly 1ndustr1allzed programme on ar. individual.basls,

- . This 31tuatlon arlses as a result of a oomplex of factors prlnclpal
"-;among which are the. strong economlc blocs that ekxist in the woxrld H60.8T
The 1ndustr1allzatlon and consolldatlon of “the sconomic p051t10n of )

. =mountry or & reglon in today 8 World is ba81cally 4ied to the availability
.t'.of World Markets.

L Today, We 86¢ around us numerous examples of hlghly lndustrlalmzed

countries seekmng to unlte economlcally in an aﬁtempt to protett their
markets and prov1de new merkets for their expandlng eoconomies. ‘Countries
like the Sov1et Uhlon and the Tnited States which are basically gelf~
suificient are engaged 1n sustalned and determlned efforts to find more
available markets fcr the products of their 1ndustrleso K recent: example of
 this type of act1v1ty is the so~oalled "Chlckan ‘War" now ‘going on between
‘the Uhlted States an& the European Common Market. - '

- For us. in Afrlca, 1f ever we are to deVelop an economy with any degree
. of 1ndependence, an& 1n tqe parlance of eve?yday language, if -eveér we are

cto. 1ift. ourselves up of o@__‘uct s:rar 2, WO muvt unite and work ~co-

.-operatively. -We must pool the resources We have, cur- natural resources and

. OUT Manpower. We nust produoe goods Wnﬂch we can - gell to esch other.

We must buy from each otheLQ In short we mhet create an edonomic climate
in which Inter—Afrloan Trade is nOb a pos _blllty but the only p0581b111ty,

. fea31ble and sound from an economlu point of views

_ _ No true. Afrlcan needs to be conv1nced that he would be better off
working. co~operat1vely w1th hlp brother African. There is sbundance of

factes and figures which show that if we co-operate, we will be able to
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_undertake proaocts which oannot be undortokon on ‘an 1nd1v1duu1 hasis. We
.will be able to undertake proaocts Whloh can be accomplished moTe: by
undertaking pro jects together, which 1f thoy nad 46 be undertokon ‘on an

flndlvl&ual vasis would have to\yaxt until some future time -and possibly

wiﬁhéuflachieﬁing any3appieciab1é'fesult.

Tho 312es of our countrios, areo Wlse as Well as in population, demand
that We co—operate, our laok of f;nanclol resources requlres us to ‘o 803

our. need for adequate markets oompels us to do SOe

It is our duty to devise wWays and means to gombat thls problem.r
,‘We nust find a .way to counter the dlsadvuntages Wwe now faoe ond use to our

ﬁjbgst'lnterests.the advantages that are favourable to us. .

I% has always been the view of the Government of Liberia thét,if-WG
are o atfain our cherished hope of making Africa. an integrated unit,
‘egonomic as well as political, our prooess of integratlon Wlll have to be
- organic and- well planned,. . It must be undﬁrtaken step by stop and we must
begln by co~operating 1n selected fields Whlch lend themsolvos more. roadlly

1o oo~operat10n.

Dlstlngulsoed dolegates, the. Unlted Natlons Ebonomlo Comm1551on for
Africa has oonstltuted you as @ Gommlttee of Exports and oharged yoa with
the respon51b111ty of studying the 90551b111tv of eetablishing an :
integrated iron and steel plont for the states constituting the sub-roglon of
West Africa. In the next few days and at subsoquent meetings, you are
.g01ng to oxploro the feasmblllty of settlng up such o plant; you will
consilder the p0331b1e location of the plant in relation to transportatlon
facilities, raw materlals that are required to feed the plant and the
ovailability of ﬁrained'perSOns to operate the plants TYou are alse going

~to study and determine what markets are available ingide 2nd outside Africa.

This is only cne of the many problems in the cconomic comp&ex which
now faces us. Your task is a formidable one but I am confident that you are

able to meet the challenge. This project holds in store lmmense benefits
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for us ag 'its ‘success. Wlll open up to us vast new mreas of co~c§efation

which are closely tled Yo . this partlcular proaec%._lf

il The Government and people ‘of Liberia are 1ndeed happy and honoured

' at your ch01ce of our country to keld iyour flrst meetlng.u_l‘want to
..emphaslze in a.most. emphatlc manner that my Government atfaches thef

: greatest importance to this meetlng. The faclllties of our country

are at your digposal. and We especlally 1nv1te you to take tlme out” from
your, dellberatlons to v151t places of interest in leerla. As you are
"concerned w1th 1ron and steel, it 1s hoped “that’you will be:abls to visit
one of our 1ron nre mlnes. The ore you will EBee at. this. mlne isof the
highes® quallty. I need not tell you that it'is the basic raw material

used 1n the manufacture of "iron’ and steel.

Your presenoe here 1s 1nd1oat1ve 6Ff +he Keen sénse of the .
respousxblllty Whloh our seVeral Goverhments bhdve. in-this vital problem,
not only for the peoples nf our Contlnent but also for the- peoples of  the

wnrld in general.

In Welcomlng you agaln to leeria, it is the fervenﬁ Wlsh of my

‘ . Government that your dellberations will be frultful and that your every

act will enhancc the cause of Afpidan Unlty as well as the progress and

_development uf the World.-

£
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S ATEENT MADE BY E<A.F. BWING, REPRESENTATIVE OF THE
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY OF EOA AND DIRECTOR
-OF . THE. DIVISION FOR INDUSTRY,
. . TRANSPORT AND NATURAL RESOURCES

I shculd 1ike, 1n thc ‘name of the Execut1Ve Secretary of " the Economic
Comm1551on for Afrlca, to express our sincere thanks tc the Government of

_~Liberia for actlng as hosts to thls meetlng. o s

. The Secretary of %ﬁate has rlghtly recalled other occasions when

. the Goverument of Liberma has - acted as the starting pcint of an important
Afpican wenture.  Apart frow -the famous Mcnrovia Conference, which Was one
of the stepping atones to African unlty the Government of leerla has
played the same, ploneerlng rcle in thc work of ECA. The success cf the
_Khartoum Gonference establlshlng the Afrlcan Developmsnt Bank was due in
large measure. tc the work of ﬁhe Gomm1t+ee of Nlne, which started work in
.Liberla and was le& by a dlstlngulshed leerlan.' ‘This particular'meetlng

of experts ccula Wcll be of magor 1mportance,'wot only fyom the p01nt of

._,v1cw of 1ron and steel deVelcpment but also in the whole process Lo

ndustrlalizatlcn of AArlca. _ ' _." Y R N

The first meeting of the ECA Standlng Ccmmlttee on Industry and

7 Natural - Eescurces, held 4n Addis Ababa a year wgc, stressed the 1mportance

—of starting immediately medern strategic lndustrles, as | a v1tal nece551ty
fera real 1ndustrlallzatlon .programme, The. Comm;ttee equally uniarllned
that 51nce these industries were necessarlly of & certaln mlnlmum size,
sub—reglcnal co—cperatlcn was essential with modern 1ndustrles dellberately
d651gned to serve the markets of several countries. Iron and steel is a

major example of thie type of industry, since a certain minimum scale of
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output is required. This meeting of experts may well be the.starting

point in a whole series of similar ventures designed not only to set up
iron and steel-making on a sufficient scale in the major sub—regions of
Africa but also a number of other key,industries,-shared out. en an equitable

basls,.

The whele programme "of work of ECA on indusirialization is along
these lines and hence We cannot overstress the gignificence of what we

are starting this week.

We begin with the fact that iron ore is one of West Africa's richest

. natural Tesourceas. The time hee come When thls ehould be transformed inte

steel for use in Africa and not Smely exported as raw materlal.- There is

ne nszsed to dwell on the role of iron and steel in the development of

- economy. It is unlvereally recognlzed that without demestic productlon of
i'iron and steel, the whole complex of englneerlng industries on which a

‘_rmodern economy &epends cannot grow. - Onue this group of industries.is

- establlshed there i a multlpller effect and a stea&y shimulus $o° the

Whole process of eoonomlc growth.

. The agenda of thls meetlng of experts - and in parentheses, I ‘hAape
... we shall be joined in the course of the day by n few more delegates

who have been announced, together Wlth our dlstlngulshed “¢onsultants
*-who have played a 1arge part in the preparetmon of the basic document
before us - follows the lines of our document and prov1aes for &
systematlc examinatior of fhe demand for 1ron and steel products, raw
materlale and fuel, factors governing the wize and “ocation of an
1ntegrated steel plant tochnical matters, labour and transport. I need
" net dwell in this opening meeting on the content.of the document, except
f'that I would 1ike to mound & warninhg that we should nodt be-ecarried away
by apparently attractive new small-scale processes which have nod: yet

‘.,been oommerolaliy prOVed.
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There is an item on the agenda on trade in iron and steel.. It would
seem inappropriate to try o go too far into trade problems, which are now
being dealt with intensively by other ECA bodies. I would recall in this
connexion the resolutlons designed to move towards a Free Trade Area and.
eventually an African Common Market, passed at the fifth session of ECA

and at the Summit Conference in Addis Ababa. One thing is cléar, however,
and that is that if we are to succeed in setting up @ slzeable plant to
serve a large part of the Wesi African markeh, there must be free trade

in iron and steel pro&ucts, at least, Detween the partlcipatlng countriesu

This meeting ils one of the earlier practical tests of the splrlt of
Addis Ababa, a test which was passed w1th flying colours in Kharnoum when
the decipion was taken %o establish the Afrlcan Development Bank. We
wmay hope the sams spirit of matual give and take prevails here. Successful
discussion of these problems iilustrates decimively the concept of political

unity and economic common-sense Jjol ining handse.

lizy I oncec agaln express our gincere thanks to the Government of

Liberia for making this meeting p0551ble,.and wi.sh you every sucoess.





