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Restoring peace. security. law and order
in Sgaalia is aim of UHOSQM II

In a message issued today to the Somali people, the Special
Representative of the Secretary-General, Jonathan T. Howe, called
for a continued partnership with all Somalis in order to achieve
UNOSOM II's goal of building a vibrant, healthy, and sustainable
Somalia governed by and for the people.
To . this end, he assured the Somalis, UNOSOM II has
unprecedented ' powers mandated by the unite.c;l Nations Security
council. In executing its mandate, the SRSG observes that UNOSOM
It has. the weight of the world behind it, with 70 nations
contributing ' to the civilian staff and 27 nations wi~h ~ilitary
forces here to help restore peace.
The Special Representative pointed out tna,!: the only way to
achieve security and sustain peace is with the 'ac t i ve presence of
adequate·:. UN forces.
Additionally, he out;.l~ned three.. . other
essential requirements for promoting peaceful . reconciliation in
Somalia.
.
The vast arsenal of weapons in the hands of militlas,
bandits and other elements must be brought under control.
The landscape must be sUbstantially freed of mines.
The institutions of justice, law and order the police, the
courts and the prisons--must be given new life~
Disarmament is mandated by the UN Security council, Howe told
the Somalis, and Somalis throughout the country have expressed
their support for the process.
"All the political factions
represented at the Addis Ababa Conference agreed to disarm. Elders
and others at Addis Ababa and during our subsequent political
reconciliation meetings have repeatedly requested UNOSOM's
assistance," he told them.
He continued that Somalis no longer
want to live in an atmosphere of fear and intimidation. The SRSG
said Somalis ·'seek the rule of law, not the rule of the gun. n
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He outlined four important disarmament operations which will
occur over the next few months, to improve countrywide security:
The first stages of cooperative
Northeast and Central regions.

disarmament

in

the

First stages of militia demobilization in the Northwest.
preparation
for
militia
Jubbaland/kismayo peace accord.

disarmament

under

the

The comprehensive disarmament of Mogadishu.
since May, UNOSOM II has confiscated almost 1300 small arms,
and more than 750 machine guns and other heavy weapons such as
rockets launchers and mortars. UNOSOM II also disabled nearly 50
armored vehicles; more than 400 artillery pieces; almost 600 other
weapons and over. 87, 000 pieces of ordnance.
UNOSOM will soon
target Mogadishu in its disarmament campaign, promised ;the Spe~ial
Representative.
.
;.

He also addressed demining in Somali as· a means to bring about
a safe and secure environment. In addition, he said, it will help
to encourage repatriation efforts, and simulate agricultural and
livestock production,.. .:...., .
-Anot he r important area covered wa~ UNOSOM's work to -"he l p
Somalis rebuild their police, justice, and prison institutions to
permit them to take command of their own law and order. ' It is the
restoration of security in the hands of Somalis that will
facilitate the departure of United Nations troops.
This was the third in a series of messages delivered by the
Special Representative to the people of Somalia since 1 JUly,
outlining political, humanitarian, and security objectives of
UNOSOM II.
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