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the world, volunteers c o _ from every seqnent o f the
They represent a va. t d ivere ity of age, race,

and culture, a nd a wide variety o f l ife e xperie nc e .

Yet all volunteers share a co.."n c ha ractel"is tic : a
fund~ntal respect f or hu..nity and an active co..it_nt to huaan
bette~nt.

This is the foundation upon wh i ch the Un i t ed Nati ons was built
nearly fifty years ago. And in that ti_, volunt_rs have played
s .. j o r role in helping the United Nations ..i n t ain peace and
aecurity , pro.ate aoci . l and econo.ic progress, a nd a chi e ve hu.an
betterment for al l peoples .

Through the United Nations Vol unt e e r s Programme , thousands of
people h a ve made significant c on t r i but i o ns . since the programme
was created by the General Aesembly in 1970 , over 12, 000 volunteers
have served in community-led developa.nt prograamea , huma nitarian
relief efforts and peace-building act ivitiea, a s well as in
initiative6 to protect the environ.ent , empower wo_n a nd promote
hUllan righta.

The Un i t ed Nations Volunteers are j u s t one part o f II worldwide
corps of v olunt_rs who are wol"kinq e ve ry d a y t o i.prove people 's
live• •

On this Internati onal Vol un t_ra oay, a s _ co-nd volunteere
for their e ffort., l et us also l ••r n from their hu..n racu.. Let
us be inspired by their active co..i taan t . Let ua recognize that
volunteer s -- and the ideals they repre . ent -- will be i ncreasingly
important in II wol"ld where peace, j u. t i c e and pl"osparity require
ever -widening cooparative effort •

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

P.O. 80s 3001 • Add~ AbIlbll • Ethiopia
• o..tW ll'I"'..-...: • .-itw .....




