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President Soeharto stresses need' for south-south
Cooperation at meeting jointly sponsored by Government of Japan,
Global COalition for Afric~ _ ..c-. ,
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President Soeharto of Indonesia, in his inaugural address at
the opening ceremony, in Jakarta on 12 December-1994, 'of the Asia
Africa Forum, said the economic cooperation among developing
countries was one of the keys to the success of the development of
Asian and African countries, especially today, when ItSouth-Souttl
Cooperation" -- between countries of the southern hemisphere -- had
not been fUlly materialized.

The five-day forum -- jointly organized by the United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP), the Global Coalition for Africa, and
the Government of Japan -- is being attended by senior officials
from 49 I\sian and African countries and from- 22 organizations
concerned with development issues.

President Soeharto said South-South Cooperation was a
strategic alternative that should be developed and intensified, on
account of the similar conditions of developing countries,
particularly among African and Asian nations.

Noting that the first Afro-Asian Conference was held in
Bandung, Indonesia I in 1955, he said he was aware that the
enhancement of South-South Cooperation was an endeavour for
developing countries in the face of lithe increasingly strong
globalization and economic openness today".

Mr. Soeharto, who is also Chairman of the Non-Aligned
Movement, referred to the final document of the Tenth Non-Aligned
Summit in 1992, Which he said emphasized among other things, that
South-South Cooperation was a vital instrument for the acceleration
of development in developing countries, and a key element of the
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effort to rearrange the international economic relations founded on
a more acceptable and equitable basis.

Such cooperation helped to achieve collective self-reliance.
The Non-Aligned Movement attached the greatest importance to new
opportunities for direct trade and investment, and greater ~ccess

to financial sources.

He said Indonesia had been carrying out economic cooperation
in various fields. This cooperation had enabled member-countries
of' the Association of south-East Asian Nations (ASEAN) to attain
economic growth.

He said he hoped the ·Asia-Africa, Forum would serve as a common
vehicle for establishing a solid foundation for the promotion of
development cooperation among Afro-Asian countries, and that it
~ould provide, a valuable contribution to t~e enhancement of
development implementation aimed' at creating a common well-being.

The Forum, which serves as a follow-up to the Tokyo
International Conference on African Development last year to
discuss , inodaTities of development cooperation between Asia and
Africa, is to continue tomorrow, when it will hear messages from
united Nations Secretary-General BoutroB Boutros-Ghali and others.
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