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ON 22 KARCH 199§

The International Conference on water and the Environment held
in Dublin in 1992 gave a signal and alerted the world of a future
"water Shock ll , like the "Oil ,Shock" that changed the course of the
world events in the seventies. Dublin took a further important
step in underscoring the urgent need to view water as an, economic
commodity which could go a long way to reduce wastage that at times
deprives cities upto 60 per cent of treated water. Dublin paved
the way. by laying a sound basis for an action programme for water
that was articulated in Agenda 21 adopted by 179 countries in the
~io de Janiero Earth summit in 1992.

In accordance with UN General Assembly resolution 47/193
(1992), the 22nd of March of each year is observed as the World Day
for Water in conformity with the recommendation of the united
Nations Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED). The
intention of this observance is to draw attention and invoke
awareness among population worldwide of the value and importance of
the precious, life-giving and life-sustaining finite water
resources.

With global urbanization ' trend on the rise, pressure on the
planet's natural resources like water is getting critical. The
flagrant wastage, depletion and pollution of water resources needs
to be p.rrested. Better maintenance and management of water systems
should be adopted without delay as strategic corrective measures.
One of the purposes of the World Day for water is to bring such
issues of concern to the forefront and tackle the problem by
raising public awareness about the need to conserve, preserve and
sustain the precious and finite water resources.

UNECA as the United Nations arm responsible for the
coordination and harmonization of activities in the African region
continues to maintain close liaison and communication with member
states and urges ' them to make advance preparations for the
commemoration of the World Day for water 1996. For this purpose,
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it outlined an indicative list of activity programmes for their
inclusion in organizing the celebration of the Day. UNECA also
liaised with country offices of UNDP, UNICEF, WHO and other UN
agencies requesting them to extend assistance and support to the
national institutions in the preparation for the celebration of the
Day.

In view of the growing water supply problems in many cities in
Africa, the commemoration of the Day and the global theme for 1996
"Water for Thirsty cities" will bear deep meaning. It is in this
perspective that ECA urged member states in Africa to accord the
conservation and use of water resources utmost attention. ECA also
urged that the activity to enhance the awareness of the population
at _l ar ge on the need , to conserve and use water rationally and
manage it wisely be done on a continuing basis so that ultimately
all the people would attain the highest level of awareness towards
water resources management and use.

The celebration of the Day in each succeeding year is taken as
a strategic approach to enhance increasing understanding by the
general pulbic ·for rational use and conservation of this rare
commodity at the individual, community, local, national, regional
and global levels.

The UN Centre for Human Settlements (UNCHS) with Headquarters
at Nairobi, Kenya is designated as the lead UN agency for
coordination of global .activities for the Day this year. The
global observance of this important Day will take place in Beijing,
China on 22 March 1996. World Day for water provides an important
opportunity to remind us of the challenge that confronts us all and
to enhance our resolve to continue with fresh vigour to achieve
desired goals.
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