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Following is the text of th~ statement by the President of the
General Assembly, Amara Essy (Cote d'Ivoire), on the International
Convention to Combat Desertification, delivered on 21 October 1994.

The prosperity of future generations in a world in which
ecological balances are at last preserved was what the Earth summit
at Rio in 1992 was really all about.

One of the conelusions and recommendations adopted in Rio
captured the attention of the international commun,ity with
particular force. I refer to the recommendation contained . i n
Chapter 12 of Agenda 21 about the elaboration Of an international
convention to combat desertification. The great importance and the
special character of this recommendation reside in the nature of
the instrument envisaged for its implementation.

Summit had drawn
of two extremely

process for the Rio
concurrent negotiation

The preparatory
sustenance from the
important conv~ntions:

the framework convention on climate change; and
the convention on the protection of biological diversity.

These two conventions now constitute the international frame
of reference for 'what .is today called tithe new generation of
environmental conventions'~.

-.,"

Accordingly, the united Nations Convention to Combat
Desertification is part of the framework for follow-up and
.implementation of the United Nations Conference on Environment and
Development (UNCED), recommendations and, thUS, draws on the

:pr i nc i pl e of sustainable development. This instrument represents
a treatycommitment accepted by the international community to
create an appropriate legal framework for the promotion and
implementation of the principle of sustainable development in
fragile ecosystems. .
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Of course, the question of desertification and its adverse
impact on the development of the countries experiencing serious
desertification is not a new topic for the United Nations system.
However, until now the chosen approach, operational framework and
institutional machinery have not produced results commensurate with
t,tle magnitude of the scourge of desertification. We all hope,
therefore, that this innovative approach inspired by the Rio
consensus will come up to the expectations placed in it by the
underprivileged inhabitants of arid regions.

I must pay a tribute here to the work of the Intergovernmental
Negotiating Committee, which has complied with the terms of
reference contained in Resolution 47/188 by,adopting the convention
within the specified time-limit. The task is now to ensure that
all the necessary conditions will ~ created for the effective
implementation of this instrument.

We are confident that the Intergovernmental Negotiating
committee, under its temporary mandate, and the conference of the
parties will be able to establish viable financial and
institutional arrangements similar to those established for the
climate change and biodiversity conventions.

But the importance of this convention is also reflected in its
SUbject matter and scope and in the action which it entails:

For more than 900 million people stricken by desertification;
~more than 100 countries, developed and developing, bring
'des er t i f i c a t i on problems to the relevant international bodies.

In Africa alone, and in little more than 50 years, areas the
size of whole countries have been ravaged· by desertification. Even
today, hundreds of thousands of hectares of fertile land are being
inexorably lost to desertification, a loss which exacerbates the
serious problems of food shortages, promotes migration and sharpens
political tensions. .

These problems closely linked to desertification are taking on
an even more tragic dimension , in Africa. The international
community is indeed aware o~ this, for it emphasized the special
case of Africa in the negotiating process. Furthermore, following

.the adoption of this convent.Lon., a decision was taken on the
principle of urgent action in Africa. This urgent action, which
highlights the priority assigned to A(rica, will have to b~ taken

'dur i ng the interim period prior to the entry into force of the
convention. - In this connection, we must welcome the innovative
approach taken in the ,convent i on , that is, the "from the bottom
,upwar ds II approach in Which everyone involved ' in the struggle
against desertification is clearly associated in the conclusion 'of
partnership agreements for the implementation -of national
subregional and regional programmes.

- more -
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I am happy to th~nk the French government, on behalf of the
General Assembly, for havinq agreed to hold the oflictal signinq
ceremony for the convention in Paris, where 87 countries did in
fact sign it. I shoul~ also like to appeal earnestly to all the
States ·which were unable to do so 1n Paris to sign the convention,
which is so important for Africa and the world, during the current
session of the General Assembly.

In this connection, I should like to inform you that the text
of the convention may 'now be found in the Treaty section of the
Office of Legal Affairs, and that it is open for siqnature in
accordance with its Article 33.
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