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President Zuma Opens COP 17 with call for a Balanced, Fair and Credible
Outcome

DURBAN, South Africa, 28 November 2011 - President Jacob Zuma of South Africa opened the 17th Conference of the Parties
(COP17) Monday 28 November in Durban, South Africa with a call on delegates to arrive at a fair, balanced and credible outcome
at the end of negotiations.

Addressing the delegates directly, President Zuma said: “looking at your faces, you actually carry the solution.” He called climate
change the most serious challenge facing the globe at the moment and should be treated as a holistic sustainable development
challenge.

He said the negotiations for a post-Kyoto agreement had become protracted as many countries and regions of the world view the
situation differently. He gave an example of the Small Island State of Kiribati, that has declared an emergency as climate change is
now making the entire Island uninhabitable and has asked for help with an entire evacuation.

And in Africa, “poverty is limiting our ability to cope with the impacts of climate change,” he said. Noting that agricultural output will
fall by as much as 50 per cent in many African countries by 2050, he said climate change was a matter of life and death for the
continent.

President Zuma said the South African province of KwaZulu-Natal, where the city of Durban is located, has a history of producing
great leaders who reached out to people who thought differently from themselves in order to find solutions. Chief Albert Luthuli, the
first South African Nobel laureate and Mahatma Gandhi both hailed from KwaZulu-Natal. “This is the spirit that should prevail
during the Durban negotiations,” he said.

Given the urgency, parties should find solutions right here in Durban, building on the good work done in Bali and at Cancun, the
president urged. He pointed out the major initiatives already announced by South Africa that are being implemented.

During COP15 two years ago, South Africa announced that it will reduce its carbon emissions by 34 percent by 2020 and 42
percent by 2025, with some technology transfer and capacity building from developed countries. He further revealed that South
African government, the unions and employers had all agreed on a new growth framework with an ambitious focus on renewable
energies and green technologies. The pact will create 30,000 green jobs by 2020, he said.

The opening ceremony was also addressed by the President of Chad, Idriss Deby; and attended by the deputy president of South
Africa, Kgalema Motlhanthe, the vice president of Angola, Fernando da Piedade Dias dos Santos, and many ministers and
ambassadors from around the world. The South African minister for International Relations, Maite Nkoana-Mashabane has been
elected the chairperson for COP 17.

The conference will last for two weeks and the high-level segment, which starts on 6 December, will also be attended by the United
Nations Secretary General Ban Ki-moon and many heads of state and government.
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