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Addis Ababa, 30 January 2011 (ECA) - UN Secretary-
General Ban ki-Moon said in Addis Ababa today that
although the first Earth Summit had provided vision for
achieving the economic, social and environmental pillars
of sustainable development, the world was yet to see
comprehensive, coherent action and results on climate
change, desertification and biodiversity.

In a remark at a side event on “Drylands and Pastoral
Populations” during the ongoing African Union Summit, Mr.
Ban said at the time of the Earth Summit, in 1992, the
world  was just glimpsing the emerging challenges of
climate change, desertification, land degradation and the
loss of species.

Today, many of those concerns have become urgent, with
considerable implications for the MDGs, said Ban,
according to the Information and Communication Service
(ICS) of the UN Economic Commission for Africa (ECA)
which covered the event.

But the Secretary-General said the world had seen
considerable economic growth in the past two decades,
particularly in the emerging economies.

He said hundreds of millions of people have risen from
poverty – in Asia, Latin America and, increasingly in Africa.

“But if we are to sustain these benefits and bring them to
hundreds of millions more, economic growth must be
balanced with respect for the human and natural capital
that is its foundation,” said Ban.

Recalling a time when Ethiopia was considered a byword for hunger, famine and suffering partly due to environmental
degradation, Mr. Ban said that the picture was now changing.

 “Once denuded hillsides are sprouting new growth and millions of Ethiopians have planted more than a billion trees,” he said,
stressing that the Ethiopian example underscores his core message: that the world can meet its environmental challenge.

Ban said the challenge can be met by investing in the most vulnerable and the hardest to reach, where the biggest return on
investment can be realized.

“Let us shine a particular focus on pastoralists. Their culture and traditions are under threat across the continent. This is not
just an injustice; it is a waste of precious resources,” said the Secretary-General

He also called for investment in dryland soils to secure food and nutrition of Africa, urging the dissemination of good practices
and policies that governments and communities are developing with the UN.

“Let us recognize the value in every piece of land in Africa and invest in those who tend the land---especially the women who
produce most of the continent’s food,” he said.
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