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CANCUN, Mexico December 7, 2010 (ECA) - African negotiators at the ongoing 16th Conference of the Parties today in Cancun
considered three possible scenarios, and called for a continuation of a two-track negotiation, legally binding emissions reduction,
mitigation action for developing countries, financial support and a framework to facilitate adaptation, technology transfer and
capacity building.
At a briefing organized for African ministers hours before the Presidential segment began, the negotiators admitted that very little
progress had been made in the first week of negotiations in Cancun, according to the Information and Communication Service
(ICS) of the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) present at the briefing.
The negotiators said the three possible scenarios are: a global agreement with two negotiation tracks embedded in a legally
binding framework; a fragmented scenarios tending towards a legally binding outcome, but focusing on procedural decisions; or a
complete failure of the negotiation process leading to impaired multilateralism.
But the spokesman of the African Group of Negotiators, Mr. Tosi Mpanu Mpanu (DRC) said that Africa was interested in a
multilateral agreement that would propose a solution to the current and upcoming crises,
“Such a solution would give adaptation priority and foster sustainable economic development while ensuring growth, improving
social justice and eradicating poverty,” Mpanu Mpanu said, adding that financing had to be “additional, scaled up and adequate”.
For the negotiators, the current pledges from the developed countries are neither adequate nor sufficient.
They said the pledges annexed to the non-binding Copenhagen Accord would actually lead to an increase in global temperatures
of 4 to 5 degrees Celsius, which, they said, would be disastrous for Africa.
Accordingly, the African negotiators insist on a minimum of 40 percent emissions reduction in 2020, using 1990 as a reference
year.
They also expressed support for flexible mechanisms, an Adaptation committee, and an agreement on the increase of the share
of proceeds for adaptation and the application of the proceeds to the other two flexible mechanisms – the joint Implementation
and the Emission Trading.
Regarding the Ad Hoc Working Group on Long-term Cooperative Action (AWG-LCA), the negotiators said there were important
divergences between developed and developing countries “which have led to a general state of fatigue”.
They said the legal  form of  a future agreement under UNFCCC remains undefined, asking “Would it  be one treaty or two
treaties?” In this context, they said, Cancun could only result in a package of procedural decisions.
Underlying the different points of view regarding the continuation of the Kyoto protocol and the adoption of a second commitment
period after 2012, the negotiators said while Africa is categorical on the implementation of a second commitment period under the
Kyoto Protocol, the G77 and China support the continuation of the Protocol and a two-track process.
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