
 

CWD urges new mechanisms, improved resources and stronger structures as “women
can no longer wait”

ECA Press Release No. 81/2011

Addis Ababa, 20 May 2011 (ECA) -  The
7th Session of the Committee on Women
and Development (CWD) convened under
the  theme,  “Closing  Gaps,  Maximizing
Opportunities:  Beyond  Beijing  +  15”
ended on Friday with a call  to focus on
actions that will deliver maximum benefits
for  women  from  development  and
democracy efforts.

At  a  press conference organized by  the
ECA  Information  and  Communication
Service,  Souad  Abdennebi-Abderrahim,
Regional Women’s Rights Advisor at the
African  Centre  for  Gender  and  Social
Development  (ACGSD)  underscored  the
urgency emerging from the CWD. “We are
urging the Member States to put in place
new  mechanisms,  improved  resources
and  stronger  structures  in  order  to
achieve gender equality on the continent.
Women can no longer wait”, she said in a
statement made on behalf of the ACGSD
Director, Thokozile Ruzvidzo.

In  the  ACGSD  statement  to  the  media,
Abdennebi-Abderrahim underlined that the CWD is fully supportive of the African Union’s Women Decade 2010-2020. “This
demonstrates that Africa is taking greater control of the agenda to advance the rights of women.”

During the closing session, Ethiopian Minister for Women, Youth and Children, Zenebu Taddesse urged the participants “not to
go back to your home countries and forget what we promised to deliver”.

“The meeting has armed us with the right tools and strategies, so let us all work together”, she said and added that these tools
must now be disseminated widely. “It is important to take advantage of the ICT era and make sure it benefits women and their
empowerment in Africa.”

Outgoing Chair of the CWD Bureau, Kajali Sonko highlighted the importance placed by the meeting for African governments to
support the African Women’s Fund, “which will go a long way in ensuring women’s grassroots initiatives yield results that will
change women’s lives. “I’m sure that also the new committee will work closely to make all African countries benefit from this
initiative”, he added.

A highlight of the four-day meeting was the need to increase efforts to combat violence against women. Florence Butegwa, the
UN Women Representative to the AUC and the ECA, urged the media to support the upcoming Kilimanjaro Climb which aims to
mobilize awareness for the campaign and which will take place in March 2012: “The objective is to proclaim that Violence against
Women has to stop from the highest point on this continent”, she said.

Butegwa also pointed out that although progress has been made over the last years, there are still major issues to deal with, such
as a wide spread access to the internet which is necessary to access the several electronic platforms on gender equality and
women’s advancement, and the question on how to reach the women in rural areas. “What we try to do is to help governments to
implement policies which make it possible to reach out to these women in remote areas,” she said.

The meeting further underscored that African governments should focus on supporting women to engage in big business and
trade. “Micro-financing is not necessarily the answer for women to come out of poverty,” urged the participants.
The meeting also urged African governments:
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To ensure that women start taking leadership in peace mission and participate in decision making in peace negotiations
and peace building.
To prosecute those responsible for using violence against women as a weapon of war in conflict situations. The CWD
applauded those countries that have done so.
To invest in strengthening structures that are driving the gender equality agenda such as Ministries, departments of
gender and human resources and
Enhance the use of ICTs for development.

 

Ends.
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