
 

CWD-session calls for an end to Violence against Women, presents UNiTE Campaign and
Interregional Project on data collection
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Addis Ababa, 19 May 2011 (ECA) - The
ongoing 7th Session of the Committee on
Women  and  Development  (CWD)
dedicated  its  afternoon  session  on
Thursday to current initiatives that strive
to end Violence against Women and Girls
(VaW&G) in Africa.

Tikikel Tadele, Program Officer at the UN
Women  Liaison  Office  to  the  African
Union (AU) and ECA, gave a presentation
on progress made and challenges faced
with  regards  to  the  Africa  UNiTE
Campaign  on  Violence  against  Women
which was launched at the AU Summit in
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia in January 2010.

“The  Campaign  provides  an  umbrella
under  which  the  effort  of  the  United
Nations  system to  end  VaW&G  will  be
developed and undertaken in the course
of the multi-year campaign,”  Tadele said.
She  explained  that  there  is  currently  a
survey on the way which is supported by
the  Economic  Commission  for  Africa
(ECA) and aims to collect data and monitor the implementation of the initiative.

The four-day meeting of the CWD, which will end on Friday, is being held at the ECA’s headquarters in Addis Ababa and aims to
discuss gender equality and the empowerment of women on the continent, according to ECA’s Information and Communication
Service.

Tadele emphasized that progress has already been made in West Africa where a consolidated strategy for the implementation of
the Campaign throughout the ECOWAS region has been developed, and in Southern Africa, where two major consultations have
been taken place and a Kilimanjaro Climb, that aims to serve as a mobilization initiative, is planned for March 2012.

“Mozambique instead is using sports to spread the word on ending VaW, while Rwanda leads the way to end impunity and South
Africa’s private sector has taken action to promote violent-free work places,” Tadele said.

According to its work plan and framework, the Campaign, which was launched globally by UN Secretary General Ban Ki-Moon in
February 2008 for the period 2008-2015, has the specific objectives to: 1) raise public awareness and increase the political will
and  resources  for  preventing  and  responding  to  all  forms  of  VaW&G in  Africa   and  2)  create  a  favorable  and  supportive
environment for governments, in partnership with civil society, experts entities of the UN system and other stakeholders to fulfill
existing policy commitments.

Souad Abdennebi-Abderrahim, Regional Women’s Rights Advisor at  the African Centre for  Gender and Social  Development
(ACGSD), shared information on the current state of the Interregional project “Enhancing capacities to eradicate violence against
women through networking of local  knowledge communities”  which is implemented by the ECA in collaboration with several
partners. The overall goal of the initiative is to raise awareness on the importance of data collection in combating VaW&G.

 

“The objective of the project is to strengthen national and regional capacity to act on the prevention, sanction and eradication of
VaW through the use of enhanced statistical data and indicators of VaW and increased knowledge-sharing at the regional and
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interregional levels,” Abdennebi-Abderrahim said. “Without statistical data, policymakers do not have evidence of the need to take
action and monitor laws, so there is the risk of impunity.”  Also, without this data there would be no baseline from which the
effectiveness of policies, legislations and programs can be monitored and evaluated, she added.

The project spans over two years (2009-2011) and includes activities ranging from the development of a bilingual toolkit for the
collection and use of information, workshops, an interregional web portal and a survey module to measure VaW to national
publications and interregional publications which are based on the national findings.
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