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Addis Ababa, 21 April 2011 (ECA) - A High-Level Symposium on Regional Integration will be held on 26-27 April 2011 at the
Headquarters of the Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. More than 150 participants will convene
under  the  theme;  The Role  of  the  Civil  Society  in  Deepening Africa's  Integration  Agenda;  to  reflect  on  Africa’s  on-going
initiatives on regional integration at both the continental and subregional levels.

According to ECA’s Information and Communication Service, the symposium has the objective to identify the nature and scope of
the role of civil society and all relevant actors such as women, the youth and the private sector in the design and implementation
of these initiatives. At the same time, the participants will discuss urgent measures and strategic actions needed to enhance the
role of civil society in accelerating Africa’s regional integration process and thereby achieve the overall goals of the African Union.

Until now, the dialogue on Africa’s integration process has been widely restricted to the Intergovernmental system. “But the role of
civil society in the Africa Union building process can no longer be overlooked if the Union is to be people-centred”, says Joseph
Atta-Mensah,  Director  of  ECA’s Regional  Integration,  Infrastructure and Trade Division.  He adds that  the involvement  of  all
aspects of civil society, including the private sector, “is essential for the realization of a united Africa, and the process of regional
integration must be owned by the African people.”

The two-day event will  bring together a diverse group of representatives from civil  society organizations, the private sector,
women groups, youth, academia, the Diaspora, parliamentarians and other relevant stakeholders.
Furthermore the symposium will  be attended by ambassadors  and plenipotentiaries,  representatives from the African Union
Commission/NEPAD, Regional Economic Communities, the African Development Bank, the World Bank and many others.
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