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Addis Ababa, 16 August 2010 (ECA) - Over 40 Ministers responsible for civil registration concluded a 2-day Conference on 14th
August in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia with a Ministerial Declaration that resolves to advance the development of civil registration and
vital statistics (CRVS) systems in Africa in recognition of their importance to Africa’s development and improvement of public
policy delivery.

Held on the theme: Improved Civil  Status Information for Efficient  Public Administration and Generation of Vital  Statistics for
National Development and MDGs Monitoring in Africa, the Conference was preceded by a 3-day meeting of technical experts
whose recommendations to the Ministers focused on: adopting policy measures; intensifying awareness-raising and revising laws
and legislation in line with international and regional guidelines.

During a session chaired by Ethiopia’s Minister of Justice, Mr. Berhan Hailu, the Ministers adopted a declaration in which they
agreed to take appropriate policy measures that would facilitate the implementation of national plans, programmes and initiatives
to reform and improve CRVS including the achievement of universal coverage. They also agreed that the Conference would be
institutionalized as a regional platform for discussion on political and policy issues related to CVRS in Africa.

In this regard, the Ministers resolved “to mainstream CRVS into national statistical development strategies and national plans and
programmes” and agree to strengthen coordination of activities among various departments and ministries.

The Ministers committed to revise and update laws, policies and statistical legislation for “timely and compulsory registration of
vital events, which they said must “guarantee equal access to the systems for all persons.” They noted that these revisions must
be in line with international  and regional guidelines and recommendations and should be accompanied by the allocation of
adequate human and financial resources.

Emphasizing the importance of support for these efforts at the national level, the Ministers called on partners, including the United
Nations Economic Commission for Africa (ECA), the African Development Bank (AfDB) and the African Union Commission (AUC)
to assist member states with resource mobilization and capacity-building.

The Ministers also agreed on a number of other fundamental shifts in current CVRS practices, including aligning health systems
with CRVS systems to improve sharing data on births, deaths and causes of deaths with national statistical offices and CRVS
authorities. They also called on the African Symposium for Statistical Development (ASSD) to mobilize Africa to improve CRVS
systems, in the same vein as its focus on getting Africa to participate in the 2010 round of population and housing census.

For  more  information  on  the  conference  and  documents  on  civil  registration,  go  to:  http://www.uneca.org/cr-ministerial-
conference/
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