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High-level Ministerial Forum kicks off with strong calls to improve civil registration as a
development priority

ECA Press Release No. 61/2010

Addis  Ababa,  13  August  2010  (ECA)  -
Deputy Executive Secretary of the United
Nations Economic Commission for  Africa
(ECA),  Ms.  Jennifer  Kargbo  has  hailed
the  ongoing  conference  on  Civil
Registration and Vital Statistics as a “call
to  action”  for  governments  to  improve
their systems so that citizens can benefit
from  crucial  services  and  achieve  the
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs).

Ms. Kargbo was speaking at the opening
of the Ministerial  Conference that kicked
off Friday, 13 August on the margins of a
3-day  technical  meeting  of  experts  on
improving  civil  status  information  for
efficient  public  administration  and
generation  of  vital  statistics  for  national
development  and  MDGs  monitoring  in
Africa. The Conference is the First to ever
bring  together  over  40  Ministers  from
across  Africa  to  deliberate  on  the  way
forward on civil registration and vital statistics systems.

Ms. Kargbo highlighted the challenges facing many African countries in this regard, such as lack of basic infrastructure and lack
of standard and harmonized regional as well  as national  plans, programmes and technical and operational guidelines. "The
systems are often limited in their reach and extent, favoring urban and surrounding dwellers over populations found in rural
areas," she said.

She pointed out the need to allocate resources and provide policy guidance on the regional and technical front, such as “placing
civil registration and vital statistics in the appropriate national and local administrative structures.”

She further urged governments to employ standards in line with international requirements, saying " vital  statistics data and
information contained in well established systems can contribute to enhancing regional integration and enable governments to
protect  children from early  marriage,  child  labour,  trafficking  and  recruitment  as  child  soldiers.”  Ms.  Kargbo also  called  on
governments to update their legal frameworks, saying this was “a critical element of reforming and improving civil registration and
vital statistics systems.”

The Speaker of the House of Peoples' Representatives of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, Mr. Teshome Toga
expressed hope that  the conference would help to “strengthen partnerships, particularly among professionals of  the region,
through exchange of ideas and best practices in the field. He also urged for strong cooperation among partners in promoting civil
registration as a “priority development agenda for Africa.”

For his part,  Chief Economist and Vice-President African Development Bank (AfDB), Mr. Mthuli  Ncube reiterated the Bank’s
commitment to providing relevant training and funds to build civil registration capacity on the African Continent. “By harnessing
information technologies, Africa can within a relatively short period significantly improve their civil registration systems,” he added.

From 13-14 August, the Ministers are expected to deliberate and endorse the policy recommendations that the technical experts
have developed, over the course of intense discussions and interactions which took place from 10-12 August.

For  more  information  on  the  conference  and  documents  on  civil  registration,  go  to:  http://www.uneca.org/cr-ministerial-
conference/
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