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Nairobi, 5 July 2010 - Governance experts from across Africa began a 3-day
meeting  in  Kenya’s  capital  Nairobi,  with  strong  calls  for  “managing  social
diversity in a constructive, consultative and inclusive manner.”  The forum is
being held from 5-7 July and aims to map out  ways of  producing the third
edition  of  the  African  Governance  Report  on  the  theme,  elections  and  the
management of diversity as well as national reports on governance in Africa.

Organized by two sister UN agencies - United Nations Economic Commission
(ECA) and United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) - the meeting is
one of several joint efforts to combine their respective technical skills towards
making Africa a more democratic, peaceful and prosperous continent.

In remarks at the opening, UN Resident Representative, Aeneas Chuma, noted
that the “twin dynamic of politicization of ethnicity and ethnicisation of politics has become a deadly cocktail for democratization
and elections in Africa.”

Offering  Kenya’s  post-election  violence  as  an  example  of  this  dynamic,  Chuma highlighted  the  predictable  end  results  as:
“protracted violent conflicts, loss of lives, destruction of property and retardation of socio-economic progress.” These, he noted,
are “inimical to the quest for sustainable human development and achievement of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs).”

He cautioned that if diversity is managed in such a way that it promotes
exclusion  and  discrimination,  elections  become  meaningless  and
destructive.

Special  guest,  Ahmed  Isack  Hassan,  Chairperson  of  the  Interim
Independent Electoral  Commission of  Kenya posited that  the flip  side of
Africa’s rich diversity has been a source of conflict and is
therefore a challenge to strengthening democratic  institutions across the
continent.

Mr. Hassan offered lessons learnt from Kenya’s experience in this regard
and emphasized that: “holding free, fair,  legitimate and credible elections

are key pre-requisites for the nurturing and
consolidation of democracy.”

For his part, ECA’s Said Adejumobi, Coordinator of the African Governance Report said
that creating an electoral process and cycle that effectively manages diversity, prevents
conflicts, promotes peace and stability and brings people together is what Africa needs
and should work towards.

“Our gathering here today, and the product we are about to embark upon in manufacturing
may assist Africa in moving forward in creating its own ‘brand’ of electoral products,”  he
added.

Forty-five countries are expected to participate in the third edition of AGR, which is seen as
an indication of the relevance, strategic importance and increasing contribution of the AGR project to improving governance in
Africa. Mr. Adejumobi notes that African countries stand to benefit from each other in creating better electoral frameworks and
processes for managing diversity.
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