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Addis  Ababa  17  December  (ECA)  –  Some  150
experts  began  meeting  in  Addis  Ababa,  Ethiopia
today to come out with an African regional strategy
for the development of statistics, in the wake of an
unprecedented demand for statistics in Africa.

The need for such a strategy has become more and
more pressing, Mr. Ben Kiregyera, Director of the
African  Centre  for  Statistics,  said  in  the  opening
remarks of the workshop, explaining that “Africa is
embarking on an exciting and defining era, wherein
demand for statistics has never before been greater
than they are today.”

“Data  planning  for  statistics  development  has
become crucial and Africa is challenged to assess
and prioritize demand and to produce better quality
statistics with fewer resources”, he explained.

In  a  keynote  address,  the  Deputy  Executive
Secretary for the Economic Commission for Africa, Ms. Lalla Ben Barka, told participants that the new focus on result-based
management has put statistics on the front burner as an essential part of national and regional development infrastructure.

“It has also led to viewing statistics as a development issue rather than just a technical issue. Statistics are needed to inform
policy, monitor progress and measure policy impact or results”, she explained.

Explaining the renewed focus on the need to accelerate the development of statistics in Africa, Ms Barka revealed that as part of
a process that begin on 2006 within the ECA, the commission identified knowledge management and statistical development as
one of its special sub-programmes.

It is part of a planned strategy to reposition the ECA to serve Africa better, but it is also a recommendation by the MGD Africa
Steering Group, which calls for the scaling up of implementation of the NSDS to build sustainable statistical capacity in countries
in support of MDGs.

The current momentum to accelerate the development of statistics in Africa is testified by the growing number of development
partners willing and ready to inject funds into its development.

For example, the representative of the African Development Bank at the workshop, Mr. Mouyelo-Katoula, announced that the
Bank has put aside some 30 million USD for statistical capacity building for an initial period of two years - 2009 and 2010.

To sustain the momentum of NSDS, Mr. Mouyelo-Katoula said that stakeholders must hold fast to the overall expected outcome
and drive the objectives forward at upcoming events, such as, the Gender Statistics Workshop to take place in Accra, Ghana, in
January 2009; we will emphasize the demographic aspects during the symposiums to be held in Luanda in February 2009 and
Dakar in November 2009; and in Durban in August 2009 during the Annual Meeting of the International Institute of Statistics.

The three-day workshop is being organized by the African Center  for Statistics (ACS), in collaboration with the Paris-based
Partnership in Statistics for Development in the 21st Century (PARIS21); the German development agency, InWent; and the
African Development Bank (AfDB).

It was preceded by a regional gender statistics workshop which was organized from 15 – 16 December 2008 in Addis Ababa
Ethiopia, to get data producers to internalize gender and mainstream it in national statistical programmes and activities.
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