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Kigali, Rwanda, 4 December 2009 – Mining experts, policy makers, private sector representatives, civil society organizations and
other stakeholders were urged to regard themselves as part of the process of creating a framework report on mining regimes in
Africa.

“The notion of collective responsibility and ownership is one I would like you to embrace,” said Mr. Antonio Pedro, Director of the
United Nations Economic Commission for Africa Eastern Sub-Regional Office (UNECA SRO-EA). “This is a movement. The
report doesn’t stop here, it doesn’t end in Kigali.”

Mr. Pedro made his comments as part of the last day of the Eastern and Southern Africa Validation Workshop on the International
Study Group’s (ISG) Framework Repot on Mining Regimes in Africa. The three-day conference had nearly 100 participants
discussing in depth the framework report.

Mr. Ayob Zaid Senior Policy Officer for Industry for the African Union Commission (AUC), said he hoped the document would be
something that would be useful for AUC Member States.

“We want this report to allow us to come up with policy options for our Member States,” he said. “The report itself should show
the way forward.”

Mr. Adam Kighoma Ali Malima, Deputy Minister, Ministry of Energy and Mines of Tanzania, told participants they are dealing with
an extremely complex subject, which encompasses politics, social affairs and the environment. He praised their openness and
candour in dealing with it.

“It is unfortunate that those who were ahead of us did not see the need to convene these meetings 40 years ago,”  Mr. Malima
said. “If they had, Africa would be a different continent. People would have learnt from meetings like this how to handle all our
resources. The outcomes of the Kigali workshop will be very useful for our own mineral policy reform in Tanzania”

Speaking on behalf of the Rwanda government, Mr. Michael Biryabarema, Director General of the Rwanda Geology and Mining
Office, said his country was “very interested in this work and it would continue to offer positive support to bring it to a good
conclusion.”

The day featured lively discussions on the content of the report, with groups reporting back on ways to improve the structure and
content of the report. Some of the options included an additional section on women in mining,  a discussion of the link between
mining and conflicts,  a look at  better  linking human rights to  corporate mining responsibility  and a plea to  have increased
indigenous (i.e.  local)  ownership and participation in  mining ventures.  The ISG Framework Report  will  be submitted to  the
consideration  and  approval  of  the  Second  African  Union  Conference  of  Ministers  Responsible  for  Mineral  Resources
Development to be held in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia in October 2010.

A final version of the report will undergo a validation workshop in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia in May 2010. It will then be placed before
Ministers of Responsible for mineral resources that will also be held in Addis Ababa in October 2010 for final approval.

The ISG started its work in October 2007, under the leadership of the ECA. The first phase of its work involved producing a
comprehensive body of knowledge, which will  form the basis for developing future development- oriented mineral regimes in
Africa. The second phase, which the AU has accepted to lead, will be an implementation phase, which will involve developing of
toolkits, policy templates and guidelines, briefing notes and other instruments for use in revising mineral regimes in Africa.
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