
Norway supports ECA’s African Climate Policy Centre with $1 million
ECA Press Release No. 75/2009

Addis Ababa, 04 December 2009 (ECA) - The Norwegian
Ministry of Foreign Affairs today in Addis Ababa, signed a
Memorandum  of  Understanding  with  the  Economic
Commission  of  Africa  (ECA)  and  committed  8  million
Norwegian Kroner (about $1 million) to the work of ECA’s
African Climate Policy Centre (ACPC).

Thanking the Government of Norway during a short signing
ceremony  at  ECA  headquarters,  the  Commission’s
Executive  Secretary  and  UN  Under  Secretary-General,
Abdoulie  Janneh,  said  the  Norwegian  gesture  was  an
expression of the confidence the Government has in ECA,
adding, “We will not let you down”.
Mr.  Janneh  said  climate  change  remains  the  biggest
development  challenge  facing  Africa.  “We  are  already
seeing its negative impacts and it will most likely get worse if
we don’t take urgent action to adapt to it and mitigate its negative impacts,” said Mr. Janneh.

He said ACPC would assist African countries in coping with and mitigating the impacts of climate change through knowledge
sharing,  policy advocacy, consensus building and technical cooperation.

Mr. Janneh said  ECA, in the framework of ACPC would engage African ministers who are attending the 15th meeting of the
Conference of the Parties (COP-15) during various side events which have been organized to champion the common position of
the continent.

At these events, said Janneh, “we will introduce ACPC to the ministers”. He said Africa is gradually building a coalition and strong
partnership  around  its  common  position  on  climate  change,  adding  that  he  is  optimistic  about  a  workable  outcome  in
Copenhagen.

The Norwegian Ambassador to Addis Ababa, Mr. Jens Petter Kjemprud, described ECA as a partner that his country has great
confidence in and expressed the hope that ACPC donors could develop a common approach to supporting the Centre in order to
avoid duplication and ease donor bureaucracy.

Mr. Kjemprud said Norway was particularly interested in the reforestation project recently announced by the Chairperson of the
African Union Commission, Mr. Jean Ping.
“There is a current change in perception regarding support for reforestation in Africa”, he said.

ACPC was established within the  framework of Climate Information for Development in Africa (ClimDev-Africa),  a joint initiative of
the African Union Commission (AUC),  ECA and the African Development Bank (AfDB) with clear mandates of African Heads of
State and Government to develop continent-wide systems for monitoring, predicting and responding to climate events.

The  programme responds  to  the  urgent  challenge  that  climate  variability  and  climate  change  pose  to  Africa’s  sustainable
development objectives. Although the continent contributes only 3.8% of total greenhouse gas emissions, Africa’s countries are
among the most vulnerable to climate change impacts.
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