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Ethiopian finance minister opens ECA sub-regional meeting with call for
deeper integration in East Africa

Addis Ababa, 24 March 2008 (ECA) - Ato Mekonnnen Manyazewal, Ethiopia’s Minister of State for Finance and Economic
Development on Monday opened the 12th Meeting of the Intergovernmental Committee of Experts (ICE) of the ECA Subregional
Office for Eastern Africa (SRO-EA) with an appeal for greater collective action and infrastructure integration to overcome the
sub-region’s socio-economic challenges.

His call came at the start of a two-day meeting which is being convened under the theme: “Meeting Sub-Regional Challenges in
the 21st Century: Regional Integration and Financing for Development towards the achievement of MDGs”.

In his opening statement Ato Mekonnnen, noted that Eastern Africa was “a sub region of paradox” because, although it was
endowed with “abundant resources” it was still grappling with the challenges of how to uplift the majority of its population from
poverty.

In that regard, the minister highlighted the important contribution that can be made by the Intergovernmental Committee of Experts
meeting to the conceptualisation and implementation of policies and programmes to deal with the “pertinent issues of the
sub-region”.

He therefore urged the experts to come up with recommendations on measures to, among other things, urgently remove the
“physical and structural constraints within countries and across the sub-region”.

In her opening address, ECA Deputy Executive Secretary, Mrs. Lalla Aicha Ben Barka, noted that the economies of Eastern Africa
countries had performed well in recent years despite the conflicts in the subregion and a lower oil and mineral endowment relative
to other sub regions in Africa.

Nonetheless, she stressed the need for faster economic growth rates to be obtained as the sub region’s annual growth rate of 6.8
per cent in 2007 remain below the 7 per cent required to reach the MDGs by 2015.

Additionally, the Deputy Executive Secretary called for action to tackle a variety of constraints to deeper regional integration,
including inadequate infrastructure. Mrs. Ben Barka said ECA continued to place a significant focus on the advancement of the
integration as part of its quest “to uplift our people out of poverty”. Therefore, she added, it was now advocating for the integration
process in the various African subregions to be “put into higher gear”.

SRO-EA is one of the five subregional offices of the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa (ECA). It serves 13 countries
including Burundi, Comoros, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Djibouti, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Kenya, Madagascar, Rwanda,
Seychelles, Somalia, Tanzania and Uganda.

The Intergovernmental Committee of Experts (ICE) is an organ of the ECA Conference of Ministers to supervise the activities of
subregional offices. The 2008 meeting of the Eastern African ICE meeting takes place shortly before First Joint Annual Meetings of
the AU Conference of Ministers of Economy and Finance and ECA African Conference of Ministers of Finance, Planning and
Economic Development and ECA's 50th anniversary commemorations.

The theme of the conference, which will take place in Addis Ababa, from 31 March to 2 April 2008, is “Meeting Africa 's New
Challenges in the 21st Century”.
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