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United Nations Under-Secretary General and Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa (ECA), Abdoulie
Janneh, met with African Ambassadors and Heads of Mission accredited to ECA on Tuesday 19 February, to brief them on
recent economic developments in Africa and Commission’s key planned initiatives and activities for 2008.

In his presentation to the diplomats, Mr. Janneh, highlighted the fact that despite recent increases in economic growth rates,
Africa continues to face several long and short-term development challenges. He said that the region’s improved economic
growth, (5.8 per cent in 2007), had been “underpinned by better governance including improved macroeconomic management
as well as increased global demand for Africa’s commodities”. However, he stressed that this was still not enough to meet the
Millennium Development Goals (MDGS) or achieve African Union’s vision of development for the continent.

The Executive Secretary therefore emphasised the urgent need to address the critical challenge of generating faster growth
rates as well as more employment in order to reduce poverty. Additionally, he highlighted the need to comprehensively tackle
issues related to climate change and development, improving governance and institutional capacity building, and reversing
rates of HIV infection and AID-related deaths.

Finally, Mr. Janneh pointed to the short term challenges posed to Africa by the spectre of recession in key industrial countries
and high international oil and food prices, which could act as a drag on growth and impact on balance of payments and
service delivery in the region.

The  ECA Executive  Secretary’s  briefing  on  the  Commission’s  work  highlighted  on  the  efforts  underway  to  strengthen
cooperation with various partners, such as the African Union Commission (AUC) and the African Development Bank (AfDB). In
that regard, he highlighted collaboration with the AU and African Development Bank on several fronts, including the production
of flagship reports such as the Economic Report on Africa, the Assessment of Regional Integration in Africa, and the African
Economic Outlook.

Mr.  Janneh ended his  briefing by informing the African Group of  several  upcoming events  co-organised by ECA at  the
Commission’s headquarters in Addis Ababa. He cited all as examples of close collaboration with the African Union and other
partners.

These include ECA’s 50th anniversary commemorations, which will take place at same time as the first session of the Joint
Annual Meetings of the AU Conference of Ministers of Economy and Finance and ECA African Conference of Ministers of
Finance, Planning and Economic Development. The theme of the conference, which will take place in Addis Ababa, from 31
March to 2 April 2008, is “Meeting Africa’s New Challenges in the 21st Century”.

A few weeks earlier, ECA will co-convene the first ever “Science with Africa”, on 3-7 March 2008. The aim of the Conference –
which is intended to follow-up on the theme of last January’s African Union Summit – is to raise the level and range of
participation and collaboration of African science-based entities in international research and development (R&D) projects,
and also to inform new science diplomacy within Africa.

Mr. Janneh also announced that the Sixth African Development Forum (ADF VI) would be held later this year and that a new
forum, the “Coalition for Dialogue on Africa”  would also be created (CoDA) which will merge the best elements of the “Big
Table” (Africa – OECD ministerial consultation) and the Global Coalition for Africa which has been wound-up.
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