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ICT Ministers call for harmonized policies and cyberlegislations on
Cybersecurity 

    

ECA Press Release 144/2012

Addis Ababa, 05 September 2012 (ECA) - The fourth African Union Conference of Ministers in charge of Communications and
Information Technologies opened today in Khartoum, Sudan, under the auspices of His Excellency the President of the
Republic of Sudan, Field Marshal Omer Hassan Ahmed Albashir.

Addressing the Ministers and invited guests during the opening ceremony, President Albashir stated that African countries need
to "enact the required legislation for ICT related investments, build the capacity of the youth and put in place incentives to
promote science and technology in Africa".
 
During her opening remarks, Ms Aida Opoku Mensah, Director of ICT, Science and Technology Division of the United Nations
Economic Commission for Africa reminded participants that "while Internet users have more than doubled to 2.5 billion
worldwide since 2005, Africa which is home to 14 percent of the  world's population accounts only for 6.2 percent of the world's
internet users." 

Ms Opoku-Mensah also drew the attention of
delegates to the "African Union Convention on
Cybersecurity developed  with the technical  support
of ECA and which will require approval of the
Ministers for further consideration by African  Heads
of States and Governments". 

Also speaking at the opening ceremony, Ms Elham
Ibrahim, Commissioner for Infrastructure and Energy
at the African Union Commission reaffirmed that "
ICTs will transform Africa and will drive the
continent's renaissance."

At the end of the two days Conference, ICT  Ministers
will adopt the Khartoum Ministerial Declaration which
emphasizes among other issues, the need  for African countries to accelerate the formulation  of cyberlegislations; implement  
the recommendations of the feasibility study on the African Space Agency; proactively  participate and agree on common
positions on global issues related to Internet Governance as well as  accelerate the transition from analogue to digital
terrestrial broadcasting.
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